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Abstract

This dissertation investigates how foreign-policy dynamics and media narratives interact
to construct the international image of asmall state. Focusing on Albania’s relations with
three key Middle Eastern actors—the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the State of Israel, and
the Islamic Republic of Iran—this study analyses native-language media coverage of
Albaniain Al Arabiya (Arabic, pan-Arab), Y net (Hebrew, mainstream Isragli), and IRNA
(Persian, Iran’s state news agency). The primary sources comprise articles published in
Arabic, Hebrew, and Persian that address Albania within the respective periods under
examination: Al Arabiya (2013-2024), Y net (2005-2024), and IRNA (2012-2022). The
study combines foreign-policy analysis with media-framing and critical discourse
analysis within a comparative case-study design. The analytica model rests on two
principal pillars: media theory—the elite model, indexing, and framing—and a
constructivist approach to foreign policy. It uses process tracing to map media patterns
on key events.

Findings converge on four results. First, cooperation yields favourable coverage:
Al Arabiya and Y net consistently frame Albania as a reliable partner open to trade and
tourism. Y net coverage also portrays Albania as areliable partner in the field of security
and cyber cooperation. Similarly, IRNA’s reporting —despite the MEK’s presence in
Albania — remained cordial and soft power oriented until late 2017 and beginning of
2018—because, until then, bilateral ties were marked by high level visits and cooperation
agreements in the economic, media, and cultural spheres; during this period, soft
diplomacy predominated over securitized references to the MEK’s relocation. Second,
policy intersections with an adversary produce negative frames. From mid-2018

onward— following the U.S. withdrawal from the JCPOA (the nuclear agreement with



Iran), the emergence of the MEK asan exiled I ranian opposition group advocating regime
change, and after the expulsion of Iranian diplomats for activities incompatible with their
diplomatic status—IRNA, anchored in the Islamic Republic’s “resistance” discourse,
frames Albania’s alignment with U.S. and Western policies in hostile terms. Accordingly,
IRNA advances an adversaria narrative that portrays Albania—by virtue of hosting the
MEK—as a state “harbouring terrorists” and “facilitating cyber operations against Iran.”
Third, great-power alignment and strategic identity condition tone: congruence with
Western coalitions correlates with supportive narrativesin Al Arabiyaand Y net. Fourth,
crises intensify and polarize coverage such as in the case of 2022 cyber-attacks against
Albania, attributed to Iran, and the diplomatic rupture between Albania and Iran in the
same year.

Theoretically, the project shows that major outlets do not simply mirror Albania’s
reality but refract it through state-linked strategic lenses; Albaniafunctions as a barometer
of each state’s external alignments and identity scripts. Methodologically, it contributes
a native-language corpus and a transferable model for linking foreign-policy change to
media framing. Policy-relevant implications follow for Albanian public diplomacy and

strategic communication.



PREFACE

Two decades ago, in 2002—after severa years of study in the capital of Saudi Arabia,
Riyadh, where | graduated in Arabic Language and in Radio-television Journalism—I
returned to Albania, where | began working as world news journalist at one of the
Albanian national TV stations of that time, TVA. This period coincided with a major
global event that would exert its influence over the next two decades and beyond: the
Second Iraq War (also known as ‘The Second Gulf War’). Being proficient in English
and in Arabic, | was given the opportunity to follow the daily devel opments of this major
event, in which Albania was part of the international coalition, the “Coalition of the
Willing,” consisting of 46 countries, including Albania — a coalition led by the United
States.

Thewar began, asaways, suddenly! ... One spring night, in March 2003, I received
a phone call from the newsroom, asking me to report at the news desk — the airstrikes
over Baghdad had begun. All the world’s TV networks were broadcasting live. Saddam
Hussein had prohibited al foreign correspondents from broadcasting live from

Baghdad—with the exception of one pan-Arab television channel, Al Jazeera.

All the major global networks—CNN, CBC, FOX News, BBC, etc.—had their
translators in the “Translation Booth”, translating from Arabic the correspondent of Al
Jazeera. Trandators at other Albanian national television stations were translating from
this “double translation”, and TVA was the only Albanian TV station translating directly
from Arabic, because, asit is said in another Semitic language —Hebrew— “bemikre o

shelo bemikre” (“by chance or not by chance”) — it so happened that | was the only



world-news journalist (perhaps even the only journalist) in the Albanian media who was

proficient in Arabic; therefore, | began simultaneous interpretation from that |anguage.

Professionally, this was a great bonus for me, because, truth be told, after severa
months of work experience at that TV station, | had never imagined that Arabic—or any
other Middle Eastern language—would ever attract particular interest in the Albanian

media

The following morning, after a sleepless night, | continued to follow the global
news services to which TVA was subscribed, such as Reuters and AP, to prepare an
extended report on that war, in which the armed forces of the Republic of Albania were

also involved.

That evening, | returned once again to the “Translation Booth” for simultaneous
interpretation—thistime from English: the speech of the U.S. President, George W. Bush,
and shortly after him, from Arabic: the speech of the Iraqi dictator, Saddam Hussein, who,
after afew brief paragraphsin Arabic, began reciting an "epic poem”— at that moment,
| ceased the simultaneous interpretation (to this day, | have never encountered anyone

capable of performing simultaneous interpretation of poetry...).

The next morning, the editor-in-chief of the news department, hisface glowing with
excitement, said to me: “Alban, you’ve done me a great favor... today I received

congratulations from the U.S. Embassy for the reports you prepared.”

That was another bonus of professiona satisfaction; | had just started working at
the TV station and received already international recognition—for monitoring television

materials and preparing informative reports from the Middle East!



For two consecutive months thereafter—until the overthrow of Saddam Hussein
and the establishment of coalition control throughout Irag—the coverage of this event
began to occupy a prominent place anong the most important news stories. On the day
coalition forces entered Baghdad, the images that went around the world were those of
Saddam Hussein’s statue being pulled down with a rope tied around its neck—images
that reminded me of the toppling of Enver Hoxha’s statue in the center of Tirana. It was
a strikingly similar scene, except that the people around Saddam’s statue were dressed in
Arab attire and were striking the fallen statue with their sandals (the Middle East is, after
all, known for its hot climate...).

However, it was not the images themselves that particularly impressed me—for |
had already spent years in the Middle East and, as | mentioned earlier, had personally
witnessed the fall of another dictator’s monument, in Tirana. What caught my attention
instead was the final paragraph of the Reuters report on the event, which stated that this
enthusiasm was observed mainly in the Shiite neighborhoods of the city.

This was typical British journalism: no explicit commentary revealing partiaity,
but subtle “hints” conveyed through the selection of details. Having had more than seven
years of “immersive” experience in the Middle East, I quickly realized that this was not
merely awar to establish democracy inaThird World country lacking democratic culture,
but rather a struggle to preserve some fragile geopolitical and ethno-religious balancesin
a “powder-keg” region that also happens to be the world’s largest reservoir of
hydrocarbons, one of the fastest-growing demographic areas, and—paradoxically—the
cradle of some of the world’s oldest and greatest civilizations.

While Albanian analysts and politicians in television studios continued to “lecture

on democracy and dictatorship,” in Iraq the tip of the “Volcanic Iceberg” of the “Middle

Vi



Eastern Desert” began to emerge; the establishment of a pro-Shiite government, the
penetration of Iraq by Iranian-backed paramilitary proxy groups coordinated and trained
by the Revolutionary Guard, and the radicalization of the loyalists of Saddam Hussein
(who, like his statue, ended up with a rope tied around his neck)... This unstable situation
created a vacuum that also enabled the spread of jihadist-fundamentalist extremism
which, with the onset of the Arab Spring, would sow the seeds for the emergence of
DAISH (pLall 5 3)_all 403y A1 5all) known in the West as 1SIS.

In fact, during those first months of the war, no one in Albania seemed to realize
that these developments in the Middle East would have any implications for Albania.
Everyone here regarded—or at least presented—the conflict as aregional one. After al,
the Arab Gulf states had long-standing scores to settle with Saddam Hussein, ever since
he had invaded Kuwait in 1990 and launched missile atacks against Saudi Arabia. Indeed,
even the command of the alied forces had been established in an Arab Gulf country —
Qatar.

Hence, in Albanian public discourse too, Saddam was perceived as “paying the
price for his arrogance toward neighboring states and for the repression of his own
people,” while his downfall was expected to serve as a model for establishing democracy
in the Middle East.

In fact, whether as a direct or indirect consequence of these developments, two of
the most significant—though diametrically opposed—events have had an impact on both
the public diplomacy and the national security of the Republic of Albania: the formation
of SIS, which managed to establish recruitment cells even within Albanian territory; and,
subsequently, the rel ocation to Albaniaof members of the Iranian opposition organization

in exile, the Mujahedin-e Khalq (Persian: &l (raalas), commonly known as MEK.

Vi



Until that time, the group had been residing in Camp Liberty in Irag, but with the
withdrawal of U.S. troops from the country, their lives became endangered due to the
strong presence and influence of pro-lranian Shiite paramilitary groups there. Therefore,
in 2013, following the closure of that camp, started the proccess of their relocation to
Europe—most of them to Camp Ashraf 3, located in Manéz, Durrés County, Albania—
for humanitarian reasons.

Theideal of democratizing the Middle East, which found its expression in the Arab
Spring of 2011—amovement that led to the overthrow of several regimesin anumber of
Arab states, mostly those with Ba’athist orientation—was, in fact, followed by the
emergence of an explosive and destabilizing situation. This was marked by the spread of
extremist-jihadist groups, the growing influence of Iran and its proxy groups in several
Arab countries such as Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, and Yemen, as well as Iran’s sponsorship of
extremist organizations in Palestine, such as Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J).

At the same time, the return of Russian influence in the Middle East led to the
deployment of Russian troops and the establishment of Russian military basesin Syria...
These developments al so triggered amassive wave of refugees fleeing from theseregions,
and Albania—due to its geographical position—became atransit point for the movement
and trafficking of these refugees.

All these developments no longer represent a novelty; they have been part of the
daily media coverage of events related to Albania, as well as the focus of studies and
analyses carried out by various institutes and organizations—both domestic and
international—that address issues of security and international relations. Albania is
undoubtedly part of this new global redlity, in which developments in the Middle East

also have a considerable impact.
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It isworth recalling here that, in terms of geographical proximity, the Middle East
is as close to Albania as several Western European countries are—indeed, some of the
Arab states are part of the Mediterranean basin.

Likewise, the State of Israel—although culturally and politically a Western
democracy—is geographically part of this region. With the discovery of vast gas-bearing
areas in its outer continental shelf, Israel—beyond being an avant-garde country in
technology and innovation—is now also emerging as an energy superpower, exporting
natural gas even to neighbouring Arab countries.

Of coursg, this region also includes other countries regarded as global energy
superpowers, such as Qatar, which—with only three million inhabitants—ranks third in
the world for natural gas reserves, holding around 12% of the global total. The entire
Middle East accounts for approximately 36% of the world’s natural gas reserves, while
about 67% of global oil reserves are located within this region.

With the escalation of the conflict in Ukraine and the ongoing confrontation
between Russia and the West, the European Union countries—which constitute the
world’s second-largest consumer of natural gas and import around 80% of this crucial
product for their economies— are seeking alternative sources to Russian gas, which until
2021 accounted for about 45% of their imports. Among these aternative sources, the
Middle Eastern countries are the main favorite, both due to their vast reserves and their
geographical proximity—not to mention oil imports, since the largest oil reserves are
located in the Middle East, particularly in Saudi Arabia.

These adternative sources will aso necessitate the establishment of new
transportation routes for gas, and Albania—because of its geographical position—

represents one of the key potential transit points for theimport of natural gasinto Europe.



In light of these developments—and given that we live in a globalized era—I
consider Albania’s relations with the countries of the Middle East to be of particular
importance. Albania is already receiving expertise from Israel to strengthen its cyber
defense capacities—especialy after facing a severe cyberattack from Iran, which led to
the severance of diplomatic relations with that country. At the same time, Albania has
signed investment agreements worth several hundred million dollars with various Middle
Eastern countries, particularly with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabiaand with investorsfrom
the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait. Under these circumstances, | believe that public
diplomacy with these countriesin general, and the perception of Albaniawithin the public
opinion of these countriesin particular, hold specia significance.

For this reason, | chosed to focus my doctoral dissertation on the representation of
Albaniain the media of these countries: What do they say about Albania? Why do they
say it? Why is it important for Albania? How can this contribute to the development of
Albania’s relations with this region and beyond? Being familiar with the Middle East has
made it clear to me that, although these countries may be geographically somewhat
distant, they nonetheless hold significant importance and exert a tangible impact on our
country.

Together with this, in my doctoral dissertation, | have sought to present a concise
retrospective of the history of the Middle East, as well as the history and current state of
Albania’s diplomatic relations with some of the most prominent countries of thisregion—
aiming to provide a broad perspective and an inclusive context for those interested in the
subject.

A particular motivation for selecting this doctora theses has been the fact that,

following my studiesin Arabic, | subsequently acquired proficiency in two other Middle



Eastern languages. Hebrew and Persian. In Hebrew, as with Arabic, | aready have
teaching experience as lecturer in the Faculty of Foreign Languages at the University of
Tirana, as well as experience in trandating severd literary works—being the first
trandlator of literature from Hebrew into Albanian. For three of these trandated literary
works, Albanian has been the first language into which they have ever been transl ated.

As for the Persian language, which | have acquired primarily through following
news and media broadcasts, due to my particular interest in regional developments, my
strongest skillslie in understanding the media and journalistic register of Persian.

This has been particularly helpful in enabling me to access news from the media of
the countriesin thisregion in their native languages—Arabic, Hebrew, and Persian—thus
allowing me to engage directly with the loca representation and public perception of

devel opments related to Albania and its relations with the states of the Middle East.

For al of this, | am deeply grateful!

Above al, | am grateful to God, who endowed me with the knowledge and the
necessary intellectual framework for the preparation of this dissertation, making my
efforts fruitful and successful.

| am thankful to my professors, especially those who taught me the Arabic and
Hebrew languages.

| am sincerely grateful to my dissertation supervisor, Prof.Asoc.Dr. Enri Hide

| am grateful to my Methodology Evauator and Opponent, whose comments and
suggestions helped me to improve and refine this doctoral thesis.

| am aso profoundly thankful to my family, who supported me throughout this

journey.
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I hope that this work will serve as a “Window into the Courtyard of the Middle
East” for every scholar, academic, diplomat, Foreign Ministry official, student, or reader

interested in this region, its media, politics, and international relations.
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. INTRODUCTION

The foreign policy of small states is often shaped by a complex interplay of historical
legacies, domestic transformations, strategic alignments, and evolving global structures.
Albania’s post-communist reorientation toward Euro-Atlantic structures has been widely
studied; however, its relations with Middle Eastern countries remain underexplored in
scholarly literature. These relationships, marked by a mixture of pragmatism, identity
politics, security concerns, and normative commitments, provide a rich terrain for
analyzing how foreign policy narratives are constructed, represented, and contested, both
within Albaniaand in the external media spaces of these states.

The Middle East holds a central placein global politics dueto its strategic location,
vast energy resources, and complex historical, religious, and cultura significance.
Geographically positioned at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa, it has long
served as a critical hub for trade, migration, and cultural exchange. The region’s
substantial reserves of oil and natural gas make it indispensable to the world economy,
shaping the foreign policies of both regional and global powers. It aso plays a pivotal
role in in counterterrorism strategies, and migration dynamics, while also serving as a
testing ground for international diplomacy and peacebuilding efforts.

Culturdly and historically, the Middle East is the cradle of the world’s major
monotheistic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—and continues to influence
global identity narratives, religious movements, and intercultural relations. Its
importance, therefore, extends beyond material or strategic dimensions, encompassing
deep civilizational and symbolic meanings that continue to shape global

discourse and policy.



The advent of the Abrahamic Accords in 2020 marked a transformative moment in
Middle Eastern diplomacy and regional order. Brokered by the United States, the accords
formalized diplomatic relations between Isragl and a number of Arab states, beginning
with the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain, followed later by Morocco and Sudan, and,
in the current period, the U.S. President Donald Trump has reaffirmed ambitions to
expand the Abraham Accords to include additional states (e.g., Saudi Arabia, Indonesia,
Syria, Lebanon).

Symbolically named after the patriarch Abraham—revered in Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam—the Accordsinvoked anarrative of shared heritage and interfaith
reconciliation. Substantively, however, they represented astrategic realignment driven by
mutual security interests, particularly the containment of Iranian regional influence, and
by the pursuit of economic and technological cooperation. Economically, the Accords
opened unprecedented opportunities for trade, investment, tourism, and innovation,
fostering an emerging network of partnerships across sectors such as energy,
infrastructure, and technology.

The Abrahamic Accords marked also the beginning of a new era in the relations
between the European Union and the states of the Middle East, and, consequently, in
Albania’s relations with these states, as a country aspiring to join the EU. The Accords
open possibilities for Europe to connect with alternative energy sources and routesin the
Middle East, thereby reducing dependence on traditional suppliers (e.g.: Russia). Joint
ventures in technology, renewable energy, water management, and agriculture could
deepen as European companies engage in projects across |srael-Gulf-European

networks. The Accords strengthen coalitions formed against shared security threats



(notably Iran), which can create possibilities for European intelligence and security
cooperation with new Middle Eastern configurations.

This new regional and global context opens favourable prospects for strengthening
Albania’s cooperation with the countries of the Middle East—a cooperation which, over
the past five years, has aready gained significant momentum through the signing of
several economic agreements worth hundreds of millions of dollars with the Arab Gulf
states, as well as agreements on cybersecurity, technology, and innovation with the State
of Israel.

In light of the considerations outlined above, taking into account the importance of
the Middle East region, this study seeks to explore how Albaniais projected within the
countries of this region. Given that the Middle East is a vast area comprising a large
number of states which share certain common characteristics but also display
considerable differences, | have chosen as focus of this study three countries:

1. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia — as the largest economy of the Middle East, and
as the religious epicenter of Sunni Islam, which constitutes the religious identity of the
majority of the population in the Middle East.

2. The State of Israel — as a regiona leader in technology and one of the most
powerful military actorsin the region, distinguished by being the only state with a Jewish
identity—unlike the other states of the region with Muslim majorities—and by its
political system of governance oriented toward Western democracy.

3. Thelslamic Republic of Iran — as one of the largest military and economic powers
in the region, with a dinstict Shi’a Muslim identity, but, at the same time, representing a

unique case study in Albania’s diplomatic relations, asit isthefirst and only country with



which the Republic of Albania has severed diplomatic ties since the collapse of the
communist regimein 1990.

A further consideration underlying this selection concerns the linguistic identity of
audiencesin the Middle East, where the three main languages are: Arabic — with over 400
million Arabic-speaking inhabitants across the Arab countries; Hebrew — with an
exclusive audience in Israel and in other Hebrew-speaking communities; and Persian —
with approximately 80 million Persian-speaking inhabitants in Iran and several million
others in Shi’a-popul ated regions of other countriesin the Middle East. The fact that | am
proficient in all three of these languages has enabled me to access the local media of these
countriesin their native language.

To analyze how Albania is represented in the public discourse of the selected
Middle Eastern countries, this study focuses on three leading media outlets: Al Arabiya
(Saudi Arabia), Ynet (Isragl), and IRNA (Islamic Republic of Iran). These outlets were
chosen according to three key criteria: (1) their status as major, widely accessible, and
agenda-setting platforms in their respective media ecosystems; (2) their close alignment
with or representation of state or elite foreign policy narratives (the case of Al-Arabiya
and IRNA); and (3) the availability of aconsistent digital archive of news coverage from
the early 2000s onward.

Al Arabiya, launched in 2003 and headquartered in Dubal, is part of the Saudi-
owned MBC Group and serves as one of the Arab world’s most influential transnational
broadcasters, reflecting Riyadh’s regional and international outlook. Ynet, established in
2000 as the digital platform of Yedioth Ahronoth, is one of Israel’s most-read online news
outlets, represents the mainstream Israeli perspective and often mirrors dominant

national-security and diplomatic narratives. IRNA (Islamic Republic News Agency),



founded in 1934 and restructured after the 1979 Revolution, functions as Iran’s official
state news agency and disseminates the government’s position on domestic and
international affairs.

Together, these three outlets offer a structured and comparative vantage point from
which to observe how Albaniais framed, legitimized, or contested in the foreign policy

discourse of three ideologically and politically distinct Middle Eastern actors.

Importance of the Study
The study is important for several reasons. First, it addresses a significant lacunain the
literature on Albania’s international relations, moving beyond Euro-Atlanticism to
explore its engagement with non-Western actors. Second, it contributes to theoretical
debates on the relationship between mediaand foreign policy by applying elite models of
media framing. Constructivism underpinned by Realism (identities constructed by states
asthe main actorsin the international system in ways that states deem important for them
to preserve their interest and navigate the complexities of this international system) are
used as theoretical lenses to understand the framing of Albaniain the domestic media of
the countries taken into analysis. Third, the thesis offers a comparative analysis across
three distinct Middle Eastern main actors: Saudi Arabia, Israel and Iran — thus providing
a layered understanding of how foreign policy is both practiced and narratively
constructed. It contributes methodologically by combining foreign policy analysis with
critical discourse analysis and media framing theory.

From atheoretical perspective, this study seeks to contribute to the development of
an analytical model applicable to other cases, by proposing a new approach to the study
of foreign policy —one in which the portrayal of a small state in the local media of a

given region can provide vauable insights into the foreign policy behavior of major



powers. While researchers traditionally rely on established International Relations
theories to explain foreign policy—drawing on domestic dynamics, ideological
frameworks, and systemic variables—this study suggests that the foreign policy of major
powers can also be explored through the analysis of the developmentsin small stateslike
Albania, which at times become arenas of confrontation or cooperation among those
powers.

As previoudly indicated, this study gains particular relevance through its focus on
Albania’s relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran during the period 2012-2022,
culminating in the severance of diplomatic relations between the two countries. This
development marks the first and, to date, the only instance in which the Republic of
Albania has severed diplomatic ties with another state, since the collapse of the
communist regime in 1990. Consequently, the chapter on Iran—the most extensive
section of this study—presents a detailed timeline of the developments and dynamics that
led to this rupture. Given the magnitude and implications of this event, it also appearsin
the other chapters, dueto its extensive media coverage in both the Arab and Israeli media
outlets. Therefore, it is treated here as a distinct and significant case study, relevant not
only to researchers and academics but also to Albanian diplomats.

The purpose of this research extends beyond description; it seeks to articulate the
analytical perspectives through which Albania’s interactions with the Middle East region

may be systematically understood and interpreted.

Objectives of the Doctoral Dissertation, Resear ch Question and Hypothesis
This doctoral thesis investigates two interrelated dimensions: (1) the foreign policy
dynamics that shaped Albania’s relations with the region of the Middle East; and (2) the

discursive and mediarepresentations of Albaniawithin the official and mainstream media



narratives of the selected countries — the Kingdom of Saudi Arabiya, the State of Isradl,
and the Islamic Republic of Iran. By analyzing how Albania is portrayed, framed, and
discussed, this study offers insights into the broader nexus between foreign policy
formation, identity construction, and media framing.

The research question of the dissertation is: How do foreign policy dynamics and
media narratives interplay in the construction of Albania’s image in the relations with
Middle Eastern region states for their domestic audiences?

In order to answer to the research question, | have explored the main factors
influencing the foreign policy of the countries taken into analysis, their foreign relations
with Albaniaand how Albaniais represented and framed in the domestic, local language,
official and mainstream media of these countries. Based on constructivist perspective
underpinned by realism and coupled with media framing theory, | hypothesize that the
closer or more cooper ative bilateral relations lead to more favorable or neutral portrayal
of Albania. Furthermore, if Albania’s policies are aligned with a state’s rivals its
coverage becomes more negative and finally coverage intensifies and polarizes during
global or regional crises, amplifying official foreign policy narratives toward Albania.

In order to test the hypothesis, | have developed an analytical model grounded in
two principal theoretical pillars:

« Media Theory: Elite Media Modd (Herman and Chomsky, 1988) and Indexing
Theory (Bennett, 1990) suggesting that media discourse tends to align with the range of
debate among political elites, especially in foreign policy issues, Framing Theory
(Entman, 1993): focusing on types of frames used (attribution of responsibility, conflict,
human interest, economic consequences, morality) to represent Albaniawithin the media

ecosystems of the three countries.



« Foreign Policy Analysis. Constructivist Foreign Policy (Wendt) and Realism
(Waltz, Mershaimer): emphasizing how identity, norms, and narratives shape foreign
policy articulation and media representation and how states chose a specific narrative

amongst many others which better serve their interests in the international system.

Organization of the Doctoral Dissertation

This Doctoral Dissertation is organized to move from context to theory to comparison
and then to case specific analysis. Chapter | introduces the project, situates the research
problem, and outlines methods and contributions. Chapter 11 provides aconcise overview
of the contemporary Middle East as a narrative environment relevant to the case,
highlighting regional alignments and information politics that intersect with Albania
Chapter 111 reviews the relevant literature in media studies and international relations,
covering framing, securitization, indexing, and strategic narratives, as well as core
debates in small state foreign policy and public diplomacy. Chapter 1V develops the
theoretical framework and analytical model, specifies hypotheses and operationa
indicators, and details the methodology and corpus construction.

Chapters V-VII present the empirical analyses:

Chapter V is organized into three sections: 5.1 Foreign Policy of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia; 5.2 Relations Between the Republic of Albaniaand the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabig; and 5.3 Portrayal of Albaniain Al-Arabiya. The third section aso outlines the
criteria for selecting Al Arabiya as the case study, explains the rationale for the 2013—
2024 time-frame, and presents ayear-by-year analysis of the articles concerning Albania.

Chapter VI isorganized into three sections: 6.1 Foreign Policy of the State of Israel;
6.2 Relations Between the Republic of Albania and the State of Israel; and 6.3 Portrayal

of Albaniain Ynet. The third section also outlines the criteria for selecting Y net as the



case study, explains the rationale for the 2005-2024 time-frame, and presents a year-by-
year analysis of the articles concerning Albania.

Chapter VII is organized into three sections: 7.1 Foreign Policy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran; 6.2 Relations Between the Republic of Albaniaand the Islamic Republic
of Iran; and 7.3 Portrayal of Albaniain IRNA. The third section also outlines the criteria
for selecting IRNA asthe case study, explainstherationaefor the 2012—2022 time-frame,
and presents a year-by-year analysis of the articles concerning Albania.

Chapter VIII — the concluding chapter — synthesizes the empirical findingsfrom the
three case studies. It highlights how Albania is portrayed across Middle Eastern media,
drawing comparative insights from the Saudi, Isragli, and Iranian cases, reassessing the
hypotheses, and discussing implications for understanding how small states are

represented within distinct media systems and global strategic narratives.



II. THE POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF THE MODERN MIDDLE
EAST — A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW, 1920-PRESENT.

This chapter provides a historical overview of Middle Eastern foreign policy, with
particular attention to the trajectories of Saudi Arabia, Isragl, and Iran. Tracing these
regional dynamics is anayticaly necessary for interpreting the actions and stated
positions of these actorsin salient episodes—especially those in which Albaniaisdirectly
involved. By establishing this geopolitical context, the chapter supplies the groundwork
for explaining variation in mediaportrayals of Albania, including patterns of framing and
narrative construction when one of these Middle Eastern actorsis a party to the event.

Hinnebusch (2014) identifies six ages in the history of domestic and international
relations of Middle East region as follows: The Age of Imperiaism (1920-1955), The
Age of Pan-Arab Revolution (1956-1970), The Age of State-Centric Arabism (1970s),
The Age of Realism (1970-1990), The Age of US Hegemony (1990-2010) and the Age
of Arab Uprising (beginning 2010/2011). According to Buzan and Weaver (2003) the
changes in the regional system of the Middle East region are influenced by a) the
distribution of power among states which determined the level of polarity in the region;
b) the interactions among states which were largely defined by the states’ identity and
adopted ideology and; c) levels of state formation (in Hinnebusch, 2014). Within this
systemic arc, Saudi Arabia, Isragl, and Iran function as pivotal poles whose trajectories
repeatedly reconfigure the region’s security dynamics, alliance patterns, and ideological
contests.

Modern Middle Eastern order has been shaped by crises the repeatedly reset
alignments and redistributed influence among pivotal actors such as Saudi Arabia, Israel

and Iran. Understanding such crisis helpsto clarify how ideology, regime security, rentier
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political economy, and great-power penetration interacted to produce successive
equilibria (Hinnebusch, 2003; 2014; Buzan & Weaver, 2003).

Theretreat of European empires left borders misaligned with national imaginaries.
The period from 1920 to 1955 in the Middle East, known as the Age of Imperialism and
Oligarchic Multipolarity (Hinnebusch, 2014), saw the establishment of a state system
under Western, particularly British, imperialism. This erawas marked by irredentism, as
national identities clashed with the often artificially drawn boundaries of new states.
Peripheral states like Turkey, Iran, and Israel, more advanced in state formation and
military strength, aligned with the West, while a weak, fragmented Arab core emerged
from colonia control (Hinnebusch, 2003, 2014). In this landscape Saudi Arabia
consolidated as a monarchy grounded in dynastic legitimacy and religious authority,
cultivating relationships with Britain and, increasingly, the United States, while
leveraging hydrocarbons for regime consolidation. Iran, under the Pahlavi dynasty
represented relatively a more consolidated polity aligning with Western security interests
and Israel’s 1948 establishment instantly inserted a military mobilized, Western-linked
non-Arab actor at the heart of the regional security dilemma. Israel’s establishment amid
regiona war, institutionalized a durable security dilemma: Arab rulers linked domestic
legitimacy to the Palestinian question, while Isragl adopted doctrines of preemption and
cumul ative deterrence (Barnett, 1998; Hinnebusch, 2003). From the outset, foreign policy
in Arab capitals was instrumentally tied to regime surviva; in Jerusalem it became
synonymous with maintaining a qualitative military edge; in Tehran, before 1979, it was
defined by status-quo alignment on the non-Arab rim.

The Arab League, established in 1945, aimed to institutionalize sovereignty norms

and collective response to common threats but struggled to effectively coordinate the
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defense of Palestine. This era set the stage for the complexities of Middle Eastern
geopolitics, with the interplay of imperialism, nationalism, and regional power dynamics
shaping the region's political landscape (Maddy-Weitzman, 1993; Mufti, 1996).

The era of Pan-Arab revolutions (1956-1970) was a transformative period in the
Middle East. The Suez crisis of 1956 crystallized anti-imperial mobilization revealing the
limits of European power. Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt emerged as a central figure,
advocating for pan-Arabism as a means to challenge traditional regimes and diminish
Western influence, aiming to position Egypt as the leading power in the Arab world.
Nasser's nationalization of the canal triggered British, French, and Isragli military action,
yet U.S. — Soviet crises management force a withdrawal, diminishing London and Paris,
while enhancing Washington’s regional thermostat role (Gerges, 1994; Hinnebusch,
2014). Nasser’s prestige surged, catalyzing pan-Arabism and intensifying pressure on
conservative monarchies (Barnett, 1998; Gerges, 1994; Hinnebusch, 2014). Saudi Arabia
navigated between Arab street sentiment and regime security, deploying oil leverage
while deepening ties with the United States (Hinnebusch, 2014). During this period, Isragl
expanded its deterrent posture amid Arab fragmentation, benefiting from superior
military organization and strategic alignment with Western Powers. Iran, still under the
Shah, functioned as a status-quo, pro-Western balancer on the region’s non-Arab
periphery.

Mounting pressures over the Jordan waters, Palestinian militancy (a-Fatah), and
inter-Arab rivalry culminated in the 1967 war, which shattered Egyptian-led pan-
Arabism, entrenched Israel’s territorial control, and ushered in a reluctant Arab
recognition of Israel’s permanence. The 1967 war shifted the balance of capabilities

decisively. Escalation dynamics driven by inter-Arab rivalry, Palestinian militancy, and
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miscalculated signals culminated in Israel’s preemptive strikes and subsequent territorial
gainsinthe Sinai, GolaHeights, East Jerusalem, and the West Bank (Barnett, 1998). Arab
military defeat triggered ideologica reassessment and the grudging acceptance of UN
242’s land-for-peace formula (Hinnebusch, 2014).

The 1970s marked a pivotal transition in Middle Eastern politics, shifting from the
era of pan-Arabism to a more state-centric approach, the period of realism. This period
was characterized by the Arab-Isragli War of 1973, which saw Egypt and Syria, supported
by Saudi Arabia, initiating a conflict to compel US intervention for apolitical settlement
with Israel. The war marked aturning point, leading to a resurgence of Arab nationalism
and a collective move towards peace based on UN Security Council Resolution 242. The
oil embargo elevated Saudi Arabia’s financial-diplomatic leverage and institutionalized
petro-diplomacy as acore modality of influence (Barnett, 1998; Hinnebusch, 2014). Iran,
still under the Shah, used windfall rents to deepen militarization and Western alignment.
The 1970s witnessed the institutionalization of Arab summits within the framework of
the Arab League, aiming to negotiate an Arab order among sovereign states and uphold
the principle of non-intervention in internal affairs.

In 1979, two shocks reset the system. Iran’s Islamic Revolution toppled the Pahlalvi
monarchy, reframed legitimacy in Islamist-revolutionary terms, and positioned the new
regime against U.S. primacy, Israel, and monarchical allies. In the same year, Egypt
signed a separate peace with Israel at Camp David, re-orienting Cairo toward Washington
and way from pan-Arab leadership (Hinnebusch, 2003, 2014; Barnett, 1998). Saudi
Arabia faced an ideological challenge from revolutionary Iran and a strategic challenge
in the Gulf balance; it answered with tighter U.S. alignment, religious soft power, and

targeted fiscal statecraft. Israel removed the most formidable Arab military from the war
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coalitionin exchangefor territory, freeing bandwidth for northern and Pal estinian theaters
while coping with the politics of settlement and autonomy. Tehran sought to export
revolution and developed trans-state networks to compensate for conventional shortfalls,
Inaugurating a pattern of proxy politics that would endure.

According to Hinnebusch (2014) this period is considered the age of realism. Itis
characterized by the efforts of regiona state-buildersin the Middle East to address the
instability of the revolutionary era. This erasaw an increase in state military capabilities,
which heightened interstate military threats. The fragmentation of the Arab world, due to
the decline of pan-Arabism, left it more susceptible to stronger non-Arab states on its
peripheries. The heightened interstate security dilemma prompted individua states to
prioritize their own security through realist power-balancing strategies, such asarmsraces
and alliance formation.

The lran-1raq War (1980-1988) entrenched militarization and polarized alignments.
Baghdad’s invasion, intended to exploit Iran’s post-revolutionary turmoil, instead
produced and attritional war that consumed resources and militarized the Gulf (Walt
1987). Saudi Arabia and other Gulf monarchies bankrolled Irag to contain Iranian
influence while deepening security ties to the United States, Washington and otherstiled
against Tehran while avoiding formal treaty commitments (Walt, 1987; Mufti, 1996).
Israel benefited from the diversion of Arab attention and resources to the Gulf front. Iran
institutionalized a doctrine of asymmetric and proxy deterrence, laying the foundations
for a Levantine strategy that would later rely on Hezbollah and allied militias. The war
normalized Gulf basing, securitized oil shipping, and habituated regional actors to long-

duration conflict economies.
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Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, gained inter-Arab influence through its potential leverage
in the United States as OPEC's swing producer and by using its wealth to moderate inter-
Arab conflicts. However, its military weakness and growing dependency on the United
States for protection against Iran limited itsrise in influence (Walt 1987; Mufti 1996).

The era of fragmented multipolarity was marked by several Arab states pursuing
state-centric policies and aspiring for regional |leadership, a result of Egypt's relative
decline and the rise of other Arab powers. The Iranian Revolution transformed Iran from
a status quo defender to a revolutionary exporter, disrupting the Tehran-Tel Aviv axis
and posing athreat to Israel. However, the Iran-Irag War, triggered by Irag's invasion of
Iran, reshuffled regional power dynamicsin Isragl's favor.

Lebanon’s 1982 war illustrated the evolving interplay between state force and non-
state capacity. Israel’s invasion aimed to expel the PLO, reshape Lebanese politics, and
check Syria, but it also catalysed Hezbollah’s rise under Iranian and Syrian sponsorship,
embedding ahybrid adversary with growing deterrent value. The endurance of the Isragl -
Hezbollah dyad, underscored in confrontations such as 2006, signaled that the region had
entered a mixed system where state militaries and networked non-state actors co-
produced security outcomes (Vabjarn & Bank, 2012).

The era al'so saw the Arab world polarized into two rival coditions. a "moderate”
pro-Western bloc including Irag, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and GCC states, focused on
countering Iranian and Soviet threats, and a "Steadfastness Front" of radical states
opposing Israeli revisionism. The Gulf states fear of Iran led to a diversion of resources
to support Irag's war with Tehran, facilitating Cairo's inter-Arab rehabilitation despite its

separate peace with Israel (Hinnebusch, 2014).
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The 1990-1991 Gulf War formalized U.S. military predominance- the era of US
Hegemony - without fully stabilizing the region. Saddam Hussein’s seizure of Kuwait
threatened oil arteries and the regional order, prompting aU.S.-led coalition that restored
the status quo ante, expanded American basing, and deepened Saudi-U.S.
interdependence (Hinnebusch, 2003; Mufti 1996). Isragl refrained from direct
participation but benefited from Iraq’s strategic degradation and the opening to the Oslo
process. Iran, formally neutral, profited from its rival’s weakening while navigating
sanctions and containment. Although a Pax Americana appeared to settle over the Gulf,
the costs of dual containment and the asymmetries embedded in the Arab—Israeli peace
process soon accumul ated.

Post 1990 to 2010 are marked by atwo decades of US hegemony over the Middle
East region, a dominance resulting from severa converging factors. The global triumph
of neoliberal capitalism over socialism, combined with the economic challenges faced by
overdeveloped Middle East states due to the oil price bust, led to debt and economic
crises. These crises prompted economic liberalization and structural adjustment, which
opened Middle East economies to the West and increased their dependency on Western
trade and loans. Political 1slam sought to mobilize those marginalized by these changes,
and states increasingly aligned with the United States to contain domestic threats
(Hinnebusch 2003b, 205-218; Mufti 1996).

The US intervention in the Gulf War aimed to achieve military hegemony
(establishing extensive military bases in the Gulf), economic dominance (ensuring that
Gulf petrodollars were recycled through US ingtitutions) and political control
(demonstrating the dependence of America’s economic competitors on its role in securing

oil supplies. The war was also used to banish the “Vietnam syndrome” and justify a new
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post-Cold War mission for the US military-industrial complex. This strategy was so
successful that the US convinced its economic competitors (Germany, Japan) and clients
(Saudi Arabia, Kuwait) to fund the war (Aarts 1999; Kuburs and Mansur 1993;
Hinnebusch 2003).

The Gulf War marked the end of pan-Arabism, as Arab states prioritized individual
geopolitical interests and dependency on the West over collective Arab solidarity.
Saddam Hussein’s use of pan-Arabism to justify invading Kuwait contrasted sharply with
the actions of anti-lrag Arab regimes, which sought Western intervention through the
Arab League. Saudi Arabiarelied on US protection, Egypt leveraged the crisis to secure
economic aid, and Syria aimed to weaken Saddam while gaining U.S. recognition. The
Arab League's incapacity to unite and the failure of the "Damascus Declaration”
underscored the shift towards Western alliances. Public pan-Arab sentiment waned post-
Irag's defeat, and the 1993 Oslo Accords alowed Arab states to distance themselves from
the Palestinian cause. This fragmentation enabled Isragl to exploit inter-Arab rivalries,
securing separate peace deals and ending the Arab economic boycott, significantly
altering the regional geopolitical landscape (Hinnebusch 1997; Barnett 1998).

The Gulf War initially established a Pax Americana in the Middle East, with the
destruction of Irag's military and economic power, making the region a virtual Western
protectorate. The strengthened alliances with Saudi Arabiaand Kuwait further entrenched
US influence, and new access to Gulf bases bolstered this dominance.

After 9/11, U.S. strategy shifted from offshore balancing to direct occupation in
Irag. The 2003 invasion dismantled Iragi state structures, triggered insurgency,
empowered Shi’a actors with ties to Iran, and eroded U.S. legitimacy (Hinnebusch, 2007).

Oil price rises augmented Iran’s regional reach. Israel adapted to a more fragmented Arab
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environment and increasingly prioritized the Iranian nuclear and regional portfolios. The
war multiplied non-state actors, intensified sectarian narratives, and created permissive
spaces for Iran’s network strategy—dynamics that continue to shape balances today. It
inadvertently empowered a "resistance” front, including Iran, Iraq, Hizballah, Syria, and
Hamas, renewing anti-Israeli and anti-Western militancy (Vabjorn and Bank 2012). The
rise in oil prices boosted Iran's influence, and US pressure on Syria backfired,
strengthening Assad’s nationalist credentials and pushing Syria closer to Iran.

In Palestine, the stalled peace process weakened moderate Palestinian leadership,
leading to Hamas's electoral victory and complicating conflict resolution. The Iraq War
precipitated another oil boom, reorienting Middle East oil exports towards Asia
(Hinnebusch 2014; Valbjorn and Bank 2012). In 2011, the US pullback from Irag and
Afghanistan under President Obama, signaled a return to offshore balancing.

The Arab uprisings from 2010-2011 exposed the fragility of post-populist
authoritarian bargains. Mass protest toppled rulersin Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Y emen;
Syria fragmented into war. Outcomes tended toward hybrid or praetorian regimes rather
than consolidated democracies, with external patrons quickly enlisted by domestic
factions (Hinnebusch, 2014). Saudi Arabia combined fiscal tools, coercion, and a
powerful media ecosystem to contain domestic threats and shape regiona narratives
while backing counter-revolutionary or anti-lran alignments when expedient (Telhami,
2011). Iran doubled down on preserving its Levantine corridor to Damascus and
Hezbollah despite sanctions and domestic contestation (Goodarzi, 2011). Israel managed
aturbulent periphery amid Egyptian transitions, Syrian state collapse, and recurrent Gaza
wars. Great-power involvement—Dby the United States, European states, and Russia—

intensified but could not impose a stable regiona order. The Arab core became more
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penetrable, and information operations, sanctions, cyber tools, and proxy warfare joined
conventional force as central instruments of competition.

Important events happening in the region in the post-Arab spring are: the ISIS’s
territoria surge across Irag-Syria (2014) (Wilson Center, 2019); Y emen war (2015) with
Saudi-led intervention against the Houthis, entrenching a protracted regionalized conflict;
Russia’s air intervention in Syria (September 2015) which stabilized Assad regime and
locked-in long-term Russian bases (RAND, 2022); the Iran nuclear deal (JCPOA) (July
2015) which ended with the withdrawal of U.S. in May 2018 (EEAS, 2015; Trump White
House, 2018); Abraham Accords (2022) widening de-escalatory pathways (Atlantic
Council, 2025; The Guardian, 2022); Saudi-Iran normalization, brooked by China(March
2023) (Atlantic Council, 2024; Soufan Center 2023); Israel-Hamas war (from October
2023) with a ceasefire-hostage exchange implemented in January-March 2025 before
renewed hostilities and wider spill-overs and; the collapse of Assad regimein Syriaon 8
December 2024. Across the period, Saudi Arabia, Israel and Iran remain central nodes
shaping conflict, diplomacy and narrative power.

The following table summarizes the power distribution, interactions and state
formation of Middle East countries effective 1920s up till now as categorized by
Hinnebusch (2014):

Table 1. Middle East Regional System Evolution

Period Power Distribution I nteractions State formation
The age of Dominated by Marked by irredentism | Arab states were narrow-
imperialisn | Western imperial and fragmented Arab based oligarchies heavily
and powers, particularly states with weak influenced by great
oligarchic Britain. Peripheral allegiance to new powers, facing challenges
Multipolarity | stateslike Turkey, regimes. The Arab like internal instability
(1920-1955) | Iran, and Israel League aimed to and wealth disparities.

aligned with the West, | ingtitutionalize state

while aweak Arab sovereignty but

core emerged from struggled with

colonial control effectiveness.
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The Age of
Pan-Arab
Revolution
(1956-1970)

Shifted towards
Nasser’s Egypt, which
sought to diminish
Western influence and
position Egypt as the
leading Arab power

Driven by opposition to
oligarchy and
imperialism. Pan-
Arabism fueled power
struggles, with the
establishment of the
United Arab Republic
and polarization

Nasser’s populist
authoritarian model
gained legitimacy, but
military superiority of
non-Arab states like
Israel often countered the
desired regiona order by
Arab nationalists.

between radical
republics and
conservative
monarchies
The Age of Post-1973 war, the Shift towards state Arab summits aimed to
State-Centric | “Arab triangle” of sovereignty and self- uphold sovereignty and
Arabism Egypt, Syria, and help behaviors. The non-intervention, but
(1970s) Saudi Arabiadrove Lebanese civil war effectiveness waned,
Arab cohesion, exemplified the leading to increased state-
although differences | breakdown of centric policiesand
over conflict cooperative Arab diminishing pan-Arab
resolution with Israel | dynamics. idealism.
led to its dissolution.
The Ageof | Characterized by Heightened interstate Decline of pan-Arab
Realism fragmented security dilemmaledto | norms and institutions,

(1970-1990)

multipolarity with
several state vying for
leadership. The
decline of Egypt and
therise of other Arab

realist power-balancing
strategies, such as arms
races and alliances. The
Arab world was
polarized into rival

rise of political Islam,
and vulnerability to
revolutionary ideologies.
Theregion saw an
increased focus on state

powers shifted the coalitions, with interests and self-help
balance. “moderate” pro- behaviors.
Western states.
countering Iranian and
Soviet threats.
The Age of US military hegemony | Arab states prioritized Post-populist
us established through individual geopolitical | authoritarianism, with
Hegemony the Gulf War, interests over collective | statesincreasingly
(1990-2010) | economic solidarity. Thefailure of | aligning with the USto

liberalization, and
structura adjustment
programs. The US
solidified control over
the region’s oil

pan-Arabism led to
fragmented alliances
and reliance on US
protection.

contain domestic threats.
The period was marked
by continuous efforts to
contain Irag and Iran,
leading to regional

resources. opposition and instability.
The Age of Regional power Uprisingsled to Islamic movements
Arab struggles among weakened hybrid gained prominence but
Uprising Turkey, Iran, and regimes and praetorian | faced constraints. The
(20109) Saudi Arabia instability. Domestic period saw increased
intensified. The factions sought external | vulnerability to externa
uprisings shifted the support, and the penetration and the

bal ance of power
towards a Sunni-Shiite
cleavage.

influence of pro-
Western GCC states
grew.

emergence of new power
dynamics in the region.
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The evolution of the Middle East regional system reflects a dynamic interplay of
external influences, internal state formations, and shifting power distributions. Each
period brought unigue challenges and transformations, from colonial dominance and the
rise of pan-Arabism to state-centric policies and US hegemony. The Arab Uprisings
underscore the ongoing volatility and complexity of the region, highlighting the persistent
strugglefor political stability, the influence of global trends, and the intensifying regional
power struggles. Thishistorical overview provides acomprehensive understanding of the

factors shaping the Middle East region's past and present geopolitical landscape.
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1. LITERATURE REVIEW

3.1 Foreign Policy and Media: Pluralist and Elite Model

The influence of media on public policy arises from a complex interplay of various
factors, notably how media constructs policy definitions within the public sphere. Policy
definitions, understood as distinct understandings of social and political redlities, are
substantially shaped by media discourse. This relationship is well-documented in the
literature, with Princen and Rhinard (2006), and Mehta (2010) offering influential
perspectives on the ways media frame policy issues, potential solutions, and public
expectations. Such framing frequently creates an impetus for governmental response
(Kent, 2005, p. 186). The main theories of mediaframing are the pluralist and elite model

which will be explored below.

3.1.1 Pluralist Model in Democratic Societies

In democratic contexts, media systems are expected to uphold a pluraist model,
prioritizing the decentraization of power to ensure media freedom and independence.
Since the 1990s, this pluraist model has figured prominently in academic discourse,
giving rise to the media empowerment thesis (Robinson et a. 2010; Robinson 2011).
According to this thesis, communication innovations—including 24-hour news channels
and the Internet—have intensified pressures on policymakers to address issues that
journalists spotlight. The Internet’s capacity to democratize political dialogue, along with
the advent of social media, played crucial rolesin facilitating public mobilizations, such

as those observed in the Arab world.
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Framing Foreign Policy

Media framing of foreign policy differs from domestic-issue coverage, as Wood and
Peake (1998, p. 173) note, and it plays an essential role in guiding both public and
policymaker perspectives, as underscored by Brewer et a. (2003). In this ream, media
influence depends on several interlinked factors: the accessibility of news stories, the
terminology and style adopted by journalists, and the depth or frequency of media
exposure. Sustained coverage, in particular, can significantly shape public judgment
(Nelson, Oxley, & Clawson, 1997).

Moreover, Brewer and Gross (2005) point out that people encounter multiple, and
sometimes competing, policy definitions, which are chosen or filtered through individual
values—thereby indicating how the media can influence the range of viable policy
solutions. Hall (1961, p. 279) asserts that the framing of policy problems operates like
paradigms, influencing not only policy ams but aso how issues themselves are
perceived. Media definitions of policy issues help determine both the forums where such
problems are debated and the instruments used to address them. When the mediahighlight
issues such as human rights abuses or terrorist acts, a sense of urgency can be generated,
elevating these problems on the political agenda and significantly affecting
policymaking—especially in foreign policy, where public interest tends to be lower
(Rosenau, 1967; lyengar & Simon, 1993).

Rosenau (1961) categorizes policy problems based on territory, saliency, resource
needs, and solution viability. Kent (2005, p. 185) emphasizes the role of cultural, belief,
and institutional factors in shaping policy problems. The author emphasized that policy
expectations are rooted in deep cultural values and ideologies with some becoming long-

term fixtures in policy-making (p.343). Mehta (2010, p.44) notes that media prominence
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can lead to changes in public philosophy and he identifies three factors affecting the

media’s influence on policy: the alignment of media framing with political environments,

the scope of the problem's ownership, and the prevailing political context (pp.35-36).

Furthermore, the media acts as a policy entrepreneur, promoting specific policy solutions

(Kingdon, 1997). Hall (1961) outlines three critica factors for policy adoption: policy

viability, administrative viability, and political viability, which determine the likelihood

of apolicy solution's incorporation into official discourse and practice.

The following table summarizes the main theories on media discourse and the role

of mediain shaping policy:

Table 2: Integration of theories- Pluralist M odel

Author Policy Problems | Factors Shaping | Role of Mediain | Factors influencing
Policy Problems | Policy Making adoption of media
discourseinto public
policy
Rosenau - Territory
(1961) - Sdliency
- Resources needs
- Solution viability
Mehta (2010) - Alignment of media
framing with political
environments
- The scope of the
problem’s ownership
- The prevailing
political context
Kent (2005) - Cultural factors
- Belief/
ideological factors
- Institutional
factors
Kingdon Policy
(2997) entrepreneur:
promoting
specific policy
solutions
Hall (1961) - policy viability,
-adminigrative -
viability,
- political viability
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An integration of the research conducted by the above-mentioned authors would
result in afive-step policy formulation as follows:
. Sep 1: Identification of Policy Issues: Drawing on Resenau (1961), this stage
focuses on factors such asterritory, urgency (saliency), resource allocation, and solution
viability. Strategic importance, urgency, and practical considerations often determine
which issues appear on the public agenda.
. Sep 2: Influences on the Perception of Policy Problems. Once issues are
identified, Kent (2005) pointsto cultural, ideological, and institutional factors as shaping
the perception and framing of these problems. These include:

e  Cultural factors: Societa norms and values that may elevate certain issues
over others.

e ldeological factors. Dominant political or economic doctrines dictating what
is considered problematic.

o Ingtitutional factors: Structural and procedura elements within political and
social institutions dictating which issues gain prominence and how they are addressed.
. Sep 3: Media's Role in Policy Framing: As issues are identified and shaped by
cultural, ideological, and institutional influences, they are presented and framed in the
media. Kingdon (1997) introduces the concept of the policy entrepreneur who uses media
strategically to promote specific policy solutions. The media plays a pivotal role by:

. Highlighting the issues.

. Framing theseissuesin waysthat resonate with public sentiments and political
climates.

. Providing a platform for policy entrepreneurs to promote specific solutions.
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. Sep 4: Factors Influencing the Adoption of Media Discourse into Public Policy:
Mehta (2010) and Hall (1961) detail how media-driven narratives evolve into actual
policy. Hall (1961) reminds us that proposals must be administratively and politically
practical to translate from discourse to policy. Mehta (2010) emphasizes alignment with
existing political environments, clear ownership among stakeholders, and the broader
political moment as decisive el ements that encourage the incorporation of mediaframing.
. Sep 5: Materialization of Media-Influenced Solutionsinto Public Policy: Finaly,
the transition from media discourse to public policy involves the actual adoption and
implementation of solutions. This phase requires:

o  Policy Viabhility: The solution must effectively address the problem.

e  Administrative Viability: The solution must be implementable within the
existing administrative structures.

o Political Viability: The solution must garner enough political support, which
often depends on how well it aligns with the interests of powerful stakeholders and the
current political climate.

In sum, the lifecycle of a policy issue spans from its initial appearance to its final
resolution in officia policy, propelled by the interplay among problem identification, the
shaping of perceptions, media framing, and eventual governmental adoption. Far from
remaining a passive actor, the media actively shapes policy discourse, while

simultaneously being influenced by cultura, ideological, and institutional factors.

3.1.2 Challenges from the Elite Model
While the media empowerment thesis posits that advanced communication technology
and shifting geopolitical conditions have magnified the media’s influence on

policymaking, the pluralist argument encounters counterpoints in the elite model. This
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model underscores a symbiotic relationship between the press and official sources.
Indexing, priming, framing, agenda-setting and propaganda model are important
perspectives within this model that help to understand how elite uses media to frame
events and influence policies.

Indexing theory suggests that media discourse and policy definitions are heavily
influenced by policymakers. Berry (1990, p. xiii) notes a particular aignment between
the press and the foreign policy establishment. Generally, policymakers effectively
convey their message through the media, especialy when their policies are well-defined
and free from conflict (Brody, 1992; Mermin, 1999; Herman and Chomsky, 2002;
Robinson, 2011). Bennett (1990) observed that the U.S. media did not cover public
opposition to official policy towards Nicaragual, indicating a tendency of journalists to
align with policymakers. This alignment rai ses concerns about journalistic independence.
Powerful interest groups, controlling both media and governments, can mobilize public
support for governmental policies (Gilboa, 2005, p.32). Policymakers use various
techniques to disseminate their message, such as speeches and media articles (Auerbach
and Bloch-Elkon, 2005, p.95). As Jacobs and Shapiro notes, journalists often rely on
policymakers as primary sources (2000). Thus, indexing theory implies that journalists
serve as conduits of official policy discourse to the public, reinforcing policymakers’
perceptions of public opinion and their role in foreign policy decision-making
(Kennamer, 1994).

" Agenda setting captures how mediahighlight specific issues, guiding public focus
and shaping their sense of importance (Bennet, 2004; Robinson, 2011). The concept

traditionally refers to the media’s ability to shape public opinion and perceptions

! Referring to the Iran-Contra Affair.
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(McCombs and Shaw, 1972; McCombs and Ghanem, 2003; Besova and Cooley, 2009).
The media’s influence is most notable in emotionally charged situations and can pressure
policymakersto address specific issues (Miller, 2007; Gilboa, 2005). Agenda setting also
involves setting policy expectations and influencing decision-making processes, with the
mediareinforcing policymakers commitments and reflecting activist perspectives (Touri,
2006; Page, 1996, 2000; Bruggemann and Wessler, 2009). However, in authoritarian or
totalitarian regimes, news media typically fall under rigid state control. Here, media
systems are characterized by direct ownership, harsh censorship, or legal constraints,
aligning with the elite model of media, whereinformation flows are dictated by governing
authorities, and the media apparatus functions largely as an instrument for propagating
official narratives and thus agenda-setting is done by the government rather than the
media. This framework facilitates the maintenance of the political status quo, shaping
public views in ways that bolster ruling elites while stifling dissent. On a final note for
agenda setting, it is important to stress that it addresses what issues are emphasized or
covered rather than how they are reported and discussed (Weaver, 2007).

Framing relates to how news presentation molds audiences’ interpretations of
events or policy challenges. Due to its importance in the theoretical framework of this
dissertation, framing will take more space than the other theories that fall under elite
model of media studies.

Scholars like Bernard Cohen (1963), Johnson-Cartee (2005) argue that media often
reflect definitions advanced by other stakeholders, with framing predominantly tailored
to particular events, matters, or personalities. De Vreese (2012, p. 367) expands on this,
suggesting that journalists mostly act as intermediaries or advocates, channeling

policymakers’ perspectives to audiences. The theory goes beyond simple media effects
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to encompass a range of impacts in different contexts. It is considered a middle-range
theory. For Goffman (1974) frame analysis is the organization of experience and in
similar vein Entman contended that framing creates order through “selection and
salience”. Yves Gambier (2006) observes that media frames determine what is discussed
and how it is discussed, and they (the frames) are far from being produced or processed
neutrally. Frames, both in content and form, wield significant influence over audiences
interpretations and attitudes, generating specific emotional responses. “Where you point
the camera and when you press the shutter determine which elements of the “blooming,
buzzing confusion” of life make up the particular truth you seek to convey on that
particular day’’ (Vultee, 2023, p. 49).

Media's everyday framing practices, as Van Doorslaer (2009) points out, conceal
potential linguistic, cultural, or perspective shifts in news facts or presentations. Frames
often combinelocalization, simplification, and stereotyping to tailor how aperson or topic
is presented to the new target audience's knowledge or expectations. AsV ultee points out
“...facts need people before facts can become stories. Framing is the path down which
information becomes news.... Politics has to be successful as politics, and journalism has
to be successful as journalism, but both succeed by telling stories and by having those
stories trusted. That is how scandals are uncovered, championships celebrated and
reforms place on the public agenda” (p.4). Framing actors are identified as elites, such as
government leaders, experts, the media, and the public (Chong & Druckman, 2007;
Entman, 2004; Pan & Kosicki, 1993). Definitions of framing suggest that discourse
presentations represent socia reality in designated modes. Nisbet (2010) illustrates that
communicators select interpretations, filtered by the audience's predispositions, shaping

their judgments. Frames organize central ideas on an issue, Serving various purposes,
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including making sense for audiences, condensing events for journalists, defining policy
options for policymakers, and communicating for experts (Nisbet, 2010). In public
opinion studies, framing ams to generate public support through an interactive process
involving various actors (Benford & Snow, 2000; Chong & Druckman, 2007; Entman,
2004; Matthes, 2012; Pan & Kosicki, 2001).

Common news frames, though not always concurrent, include a) attribution of
responsibility, b) conflict, ¢) human interest, d) economic consequences, and €) morality.
Attribution of responsibility frames assign blame for social issues, often diverting
responsibility away from the government or system (e.g., Beaudoin, 2007; lyengar, 1994;
Semetko & Vakenburg, 2000). Conflict frames simplify complex debates into conflicts
between individuals, groups, or institutions (Patterson, 1993). Human interest frames
introduce emotional angles to capture audience interest (Bennett, 1995; Semetko &
Vakenburg, 2000). Economic consequence frames focus on the economic impact of an
event (Beaudoin, 2007; Graber, 1993). Morality framesrelate eventsto religious or moral
principles, often indirectly (Semetko & Vakenburg, 2000).

In the realm of mass communication research, framing plays a pivotal role in
bridging diverse areas such asthe origins of news, journalistic practices, content creation,
and the resultant effects on audiences. Matthes (2012) sheds light on the entire framing
process and argues that framing essentially serves as a tool of strategic communication,
aiming to shape public opinion and garner support for specific viewpoints (p.253). He
identifies four overarching principles of framing: competition among frames, particularly
in political contexts whereissues are often contested and open to multiple interpretations;
the freedom of various actors, including journalists and audiences, to select and modify

frames; the dynamic nature of framing, reflecting its evolution over time; and the
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consistency of frames, which are interconnected patterns involving issue interpretation,
attribution, and evaluation. These frames are not exclusive to specific events or issues,
rather, they are generic templates used across various media outlets. For instance, the
attribution of responsibility frame focuses on identifying who isto blamefor agivenissue
or event, influencing audiences to assign responsibility to certain entities or individuals
over others.

Propaganda Model, coined by Herman and Chomsky (1988, 2002) in their seminal
book ‘Manufacturing Consent’ echoes the elite model. They argue that mainstream media
generally serve powerful eliteinterests by shaping public opinion to match thoseinterests.
Contrary to the assumption that a free press automatically presents a wide range of
perspectives, Herman and Chomsky argue that major media outlets frequently reinforce
the status quo through systematic filtering of news and opinions. Herman and Chomsky
(1988) propose that mass media exist within aweb of institutional, financial, and political
relationships — corporate ownership structures, reliance on advertisers for revenue, and
government — influence sources — that substantially limit the range of permissible
opinions. As a result, public debate appears open and pluralistic but typicaly remains
confined within the boundaries favored by established power holders (Freedman, 2014).
This leads to “manufacturing consent,” a process by which media cultivate public
agreement with prevailing policies and ideologies.

The following table provides a summary of the abovementioned theories that falls

under the Elite Modd!:
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Table3: Media Theory: Elite Model

No. Theory Key Concepts Authors
1 Indexing Media discourse and policy definitions | Bennett (1990y;
are heavily influenced by policymakers. | Herman and
The aignment between the press and | Chomsky (1988;
foreign policy establishment is notable. | 2002), Brody (1992);
Media often reflects the perspective of | Robinson (2011);
policymakers, especialy when policies | Auerbach and Bloch-
are clear and uncontested. The media acts | Elkon (2005)
as a conduit for policymakers, and this
relationship can limit dissent and shape
public acceptance of policies.
2. Agenda- Focuses on how media can prompt | McCombs and Shaw
Setting political action by highlighting specific | (1972); Bennett
issues. Media shapes public perceptions | (2004); McCombs
and influences policymaker actions | and Ghanem (2003);
particularly in emotionally charged or | Robinson (2011);
humanitarian situations. The media’s role | Wolfe et a. (2013);
in setting policy agendas underscores its | Akor (2011)
influence in  shaping democratic
legitimacy in foreign policy by linking
public opinion to  policymaking
Processes.
3. Media Discusses how mediaframes shape public | Entman (2001;
Framing understanding and attitudes towards | 2004); Scheufele &
issues. Scholars explore how framing | Tewksbury (2007);
affects perceptions by emphasizing | Tankard
specific aspects of redlity. Framing can | (2001;2003); Matthes
involve several components, including | and Kohring (2008);
problem definition, causal interpretation,
moral  evauation, and treatment
recommendations. The process of
framing is not neutral and often reflects
the interests and perspectives of dlites,
influencing public opinion and policy
deliberations.
4, Manufacturing | Media in democratic societies subtly | Herman and
of Consent mani pul ates public opinion, | Chomsky (1988)
manufacturing consent for policies that
serve dite interests rather than genuinely
informing the public.

Taken together, these theories — indexing, agenda setting, priming and framing —

underscore the complex role of mediain shaping public perception and policymaking.
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3.2 Literature Review: Theoretical Approachesto Foreign Policy

Foreign policy analysis (FPA) lies at the intersection of International Relations (IR)
theory and comparative politics, exploring how states formulate and implement their
external policies. Traditionally, IR scholars have approached foreign policy through
macro-level theories like Realism, Liberalism, Constructivism and Post-Structuralism,
while specialists in FPA have placed emphasis on domestic political structures, the
psychology of decision-makers, and bureaucratic processes. This literature review
provides an overview of the major theoretical schools that have informed analyses of

states’ foreign policies.

3.2.1. Realism and Neorealism
Classical Redlists such as Hans Morgenthau (1948) emphasize power and nationa
interest as central motivations behind foreign policy. According to Morgenthau, states
operate in an anarchic international environment, striving to maximize power or security.
This view underscores the idea that policymakers, while shaped by human nature’s drive
for power, will generally pursue the national interest as the ultimate guiding principle.
With the advent of Neorealism (or Structural Realism), scholarslike Kenneth Waltz
(1979) shifted the focus to the structure of the international system—namely, its anarchy
and the distribution of capabilities among states. In this view, foreign policy is largely
constrained by systemic imperatives: states respond to external pressures by balancing
against or bandwagoning with more powerful actors (Walt, 1987). Neorealist accounts of
foreign policy maintain that states have limited freedom in shaping their external actions
because survival and relative power positions matter most. Although neorealists generally
refrain from analyzing specific foreign policy events, their logic influences how scholars

interpret states’ strategic choices (Rose, 1998).
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Critics note that Realism and Neorealism often downplay domestic factors—such
as regime type, public opinion, leadership idiosyncrasies, and bureaucratic politics—in
shaping foreign policy (Legro & Moravcsik, 1999). Moreover, Realist perspectives may
overlook the role of ideas and norms, especially when explaining non-material

motivations behind certain policy decisions.

3.2.2 Liberalism and Neoliberal Institutionalism

In contrast to Realists, Liberal theorists stress the importance of domestic institutions,
economic interdependence, and international organizations in molding foreign policy.
Liberalism positsthat state preferences are not solely about power or security; rather, they
emerge from societa interests, which may include trade, human rights, or democratic
values (Moravcsik, 1997). Foreign policy, in this lens, reflects coalitions of domestic
interests, with state leaders acting as representatives of these competing or overlapping
demands.

Neolibera Institutionalism, championed by Robert Keohane (1984) and others,
acknowledges the anarchical international system but asserts that international
institutions (e.g., the United Nations, WTO) and regimes can mitigate uncertainty, reduce
transaction costs, and enhance cooperation. Hence, in foreign policy terms, states are seen
as rational actors willing to cooperate to achieve mutual gains, provided the appropriate
frameworks and enforcement mechanisms exist (Axelrod & Keohane, 1985). Liberal
approaches aso emphasize the role of democratic peace theory, suggesting that
democracies tend to maintain more peaceful relations with each other, which in turn
shapes their foreign policy behavior (Doyle, 1986).

Realists argue that Liberalism is overly optimistic about the capacity of institutions

to transcend power dynamics, noting that states will defect from agreements when it suits
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their national interest. Additionally, critics claim that Liberalism may fail to account for
cases in which domestic pressures and interests lead to aggressive or irrational foreign

policies rather than cooperation.

3.2.3 Constructivism and the Role of I deas, Norms, and | dentity
Constructivism posits that international politics is made possible—and meaningful—
through socially constructed redlities. Interests, identities, and even what counts as a
“threat” or an “ally” are not fixed derivatives of material capabilities; they emerge from
intersubjective understandings produced in and through social interaction (Wendt, 1992,
1999; Onuf, 1989; Ruggie, 1998). From this vantage, foreign policy cannot be reduced to
utility maximization under anarchy. Rather, it reflects how decision makers define who
they are and what they value, and how those self understandings are stabilized vis avis
significant Others (Hopf, 2002). In short, states act on the basis of meanings—about self,
other, and appropriate conduct—that are collectively created and historically contingent.
A core contribution of constructivism isto foreground norms—shared expectations
about legitimate behaviour—as structuring forces in world politics. Norms do not merely
constrain; they also constitute actors by shaping what they come to see as possible and
appropriate (Finnemore, 1996; Ruggie, 1998). Classic accounts depict a life cycle in
which norms emerge through entrepreneurship, cascade via sociaization and emulation,
and internalize as taken for granted standards (Finnemore & Sikkink, 1998). This
dynamic is reinforced by international organizations, which function not only as arenas
of bargaining but as social environments that teach and socialize states into particular
scripts (Barnett & Finnemore, 2004; Johnston, 2001). Constructivists thus emphasize a
“logic of appropriateness” alongside the “logic of consequences,” arguing that policy

often follows what is seen as proper for agiven identity and role (March & Olsen, 1998).
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Identity is central in this framework. National identities are relational—they take
shape against internal and external Others—and they help specify the repertoire of roles
a state finds sensible or legitimate to perform (Katzenstein, 1996; Hopf, 2002). Building
on earlier foreign policy role theory, constructivists show how “national role conceptions”
organize expectations and guide choices, sometimes in ways that depart from narrow
cost—benefit calculations (Holsti, 1970).

Researchers combine process tracing with qualitative content and discourse
analysis to uncover how specific ideas entered elite debates, how they reordered
preferences, and how they were institutionalized; others use text as data or network
approaches to measure diffusion and resonance. The result is a cumulative agenda that
links macro social structuresto micro level belief change.

For the analysis of foreign policy, constructivism reframes key questions. Instead
of asking only whether a policy is efficient, it asks for whom it is appropriate; instead of
assuming interests, it investigates how interests were defined; instead of treating
international institutions as neutral instruments, it interrogates how they socialize and
classify. This perspective does not deny material constraints but insists that those
constraints acquire political meaning through interpretive practices. As such,
constructivism complements rationalist approaches: it explains why similar material
conditions yield different policies across states and time, and why rhetorica
justifications—about identity, honour, solidarity, or civilization—so often do causal work
in world politics.

Applied to empirical cases, constructivism sensitizes analysis to elite narratives,
historical memories, and symbolic repertoires that anchor policy over time. It draws

attention to how governments invoke norms (human rights, sovereignty, religious
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solidarity), how they script roles (frontline state, mediator, revolutionary beacon), and
how these scripts travel across domestic and international arenas to enable or constrain
particular choices. In doing so, the approach provides analytical leverage on both
continuity and change: it helps explain persistence in the face of shifting incentives when
identities are at stake, and it specifies tipping points when new ideas or role claims

reorgani ze what |eaders—and soci eties—take to be thinkable and right.

3.2.4 Post-Structuralism and the Analysis of Foreign Policy

Post-structuralism in International Relations challenges the assumption—shared by
realism, liberalism, and parts of constructivism—that, interests and identities precede
policy. Instead, it foregrounds how language, discourse, and representation constitute the
very objects of foreign policy and the boundaries of political possibility (Ashley, 1987;
Campbell, 1998). Drawing on Foucault’s account of power/knowledge and Derrida’s
deconstruction, post-structuralist IR treats meaning as contingent rather than fixed,
produced through interpretive practices that stabilize certain identities and courses of
action while rendering others implausible or unsayable (Foucault, 1972; Der Derian &
Shapiro, 1989; Weldes, 1999).

From this vantage, foreign policy is not merely an instrument deployed in pursuit
of pre-given interests; it is itself a discursive practice through which states narrate who
“we” are, who “they” are, and what counts as threat, security, or normality (Campbell,
1998; Weber, 1995). Identity isrelational and performative: the Self is articulated against
an Other, and that boundary-making legitimates alliances, sanctions, interventions, or
restraint. Post-structuralist readings thus probe how official documents, speeches, and

media texts produce authority and normalize specific solutions, showing that the “logic”
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of policy rests on prior acts of naming, ranking, and exclusion (Ashley & Walker, 1990;
Hansen, 2006).

Methodologically, this work mobilizes discourse analysis, genealogy, and
deconstruction to trace how policy problems are constituted, how silences and
ambiguities do political work, and how particular narratives become dominant over time
(Shapiro, 1988; Milliken, 1999; Dillon & Reid, 2009). Genealogical studies, for example,
map the historical emergence of key categories — “terrorism,” “rogue states,”
“humanitarian intervention”—to reveal the power relations and exclusions sedimented
within them. Such analyses are not merely semantic; they show how discourses delimit
the field of feasible policy by making some responses appear necessary and others
unthinkable (Hansen, 2006).

Two clusters of contributions illustrate the approach’s payoff. First,
post-structuralists reconceptualize security. Rather than treating threats as objective
conditions “out there,” they examine how states discursively produce danger and mobilize
public consent. Classic studies demonstrate how representing a regime as “evil” or a
movement as “terrorist” can align domestic audiences behind sanctions or the use of force
irrespective of material capabilities—a performative politics of danger (Campbell, 1992;
Doty, 1993). Second, post-structuralism has reshaped critical geopolitics, analyzing how
maps, borders, and “geographical imaginations” operate as technologies of rule. Spatial
representations cast regions as “civilized,” “backward,” or “threatening,” and those
depictions channel diplomatic and strategic choices (O Tuathail, 1996). In both domains,
the analytic move is the same: to show that what appears natural or necessary is the

contingent outcome of discursive labor.
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This perspective is not without critics. Skeptics fault post-structuralism for
underplaying material factors—military capabilities, economic resources, institutional
constraints—and for offering few operational policy prescriptions (Price & Reus-Smit,
1998; Smith, 2004). Some argue that its emphasis on contingency risks analytic
indeterminacy. Post-structuralists respond that their aim is not to deny materiality but to
demonstrate that material capacities acquire political meaning through discourse; even
weapons and weath must be narrated to function as leverage. On the question of
prescription, proponents contend that revealing the politics of representation widens the
range of imaginable policies by denaturalizing the taken-for-granted.

Thus, post-structuralism offers a distinctive optic on foreign policy: it shows how
states and policymakers constitute identities, threats, and interests through discursive
practices that both authorize and limit action. By recovering the contingency and
contestability of these constructions, post-structuralist IR complements—and critiques—
rationalist, statist accounts, equipping analysts to interrogate how power circulatesin the
very languages through which foreign policy is made and justified (Campbell, 1998;

Weldes, 1999).

3.2.5 Foreign Policy Analysisin Post-Cold War and Contemporary Debates

After the Cold War, scholars sought to interpret shifts in international politics—from
unipolarity under U.S. influence to emerging multipolarity with the rise of China and
other powers (Layne, 1993). Debates intensified over how system-level variables
(polarity, distribution of power) interact with domestic transformations (liberal
democracy vs. authoritarian resilience) and identity shifts (resurgent nationalism,

transnational movements).
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In the post-9/11 context, the “War on Terror” prompted renewed interest in how
ideologies, threat perceptions, and transnational networks shape foreign policy (Lake,
2002). Both Redlists and Constructivists addressed the securitization of policy agendas,
while Liberal arguments centered on coalition-building and institutional responses.

In terms of globalization and regional integration, the deepening of economic
interdependence has reinforced certain liberal notions of cooperation. However, critics
highlight enduring power rivaries, as well as populist backlashes within democracies,
raising questions about the resilience of libera frameworks (Ikenberry, 2011)

Finally, the post-cold era was characterized by the emerging middie and regional
powers. States like Brazil, India, Turkey, or the Gulf monarchies exhibit varying blends
of realist self-interest, soft-power approaches, and identity-driven foreign policies,
challenging standard North Atlantic-centric IR theories (Acharya & Buzan, 2007).

To conclude, foreign policy theories can be parsed into systemic and sub-systemic
(domestic, bureaucratic, and individual -level) approaches. Systemic theoriestend to focus
on how the anarchical structure, power balances, ingtitutions, or shared norms constrain
states, while sub-systemic scholarship spotlights leadership, bureaucracy, and societal
dynamicsto clarify why states might defy structural dictates.

Contemporary debates often seek to bridge these levels of analysis. Neoclassical
Realists (Rose, 1998; Lobell et al., 2009), for instance, incorporate domestic factors—
such as state strength, leader perceptions, and ideational forces—into a broader Realist
framework that still acknowledges the importance of material power distribution. Some
Constructivists likewise adopt more rigorous methods, examining how stable norms

emerge and decline over time (Checkel, 2005). Meanwhile, pressing global issues—
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ranging from climate change to cyber threats—challenge existing paradigms and spur

new theorizations of how foreign policy might evolve.
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V. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK, ANALYTICAL MODEL AND
METHODOLOGY

The dissertation examines how Albaniais portrayed in the domestic-language media of
three Middle East countries — Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, State of Isragl and Islamic
Republic of Iran — from 2005 onward, a period in which Albania becomes intermittently
salient to their foreign-policy goals. The research premise is that portrayals depend on a
complex interplay of bilateral relations, regional rivalries, alignment with Albania’s
strategic partners and major international developments affecting foreign policy
orientations. The constructivist theoretical lens (informed by realist premises) is chosen
to emphasize how discursive construction of Albaniareflect shifting power dynamics and
identities in the Middle East region (cf. Wendt, 1999; Hopf, 2002). A complementary
elite/indexing and framing account of media behavior (Herman & Chomsky, 1988, 2002;
Bennet, 1990) motivates the expectations that domestic outlets often amplify or mirror
official framesin matters of foreign policy.

Methodologically, the study proceeds through qualitative discourse analysis
(Jargensen & Phillips, 2002; Fairclough, 1992) conducted year by year and based on close
readings of all articles in three domestic-language outlets: Al Arabiya (Arabic, KSA;
2013-2024), Y net (Hebrew, Israel; 2005-2024), and IRNA (Persian, Iran; 2012-2022).
The design is comparative and longitudinal: each outlet is treated as a within-case
sequence that can be read against atimeline of externa events (e.g., MEK relocation to
Albania, expulsions, the 2022 cyber crisis; visa and cooperation milestones with Isragl,
partnerships in economy and culture with Iran, Saudi Arabia and Israel, JCPOA timeline

etc), followed by cross-case comparison of the dominant frames and their inflections.
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4.1 Theoretical framework and analytical model

Constructivism foregrounds how identities, norms, and narratives constitute what states
take to be appropriate or threatening; realism (Walz, 1979; Mearsheimer, 2002) anchors
these discourses in strategic context — alliances, rivalry, regime security. The analytical
model links these layers: events and alignments (realist inputs) are translated by media—
often in elite-indexed ways — into frames, tones, and story selection (constructivist
outputs). Framing is understood as the selective emphasis of problem definitions, causal
atributions, moral judgments, remedies (Entman, 1993), while agenda- setting
(McCombs and Shaw, 1972) refers to when Albania becomes visible and how
prominently. In practice, the model isimplemented interpretively: | trace shifts in frame
dominance and lexical/rhetorica cues around known events, reading for friend/foe
scripts, Europeani zation/modernization narratives, security/counter-terror/cyber frames,
culture/memory motifs, and economy/tourism themes. The goal is not to count frames

mechanically but to reconstruct how meaning is made for home audiences over time.

4.2 Corpus, sources, and retrieval

The primary sources are original-language articles in Arabic, Hebrew, and Persian. My
proficiency in these languages enabled direct collection and interpretation without relying
on trandations. This is substantively important and methodologically novel: work on
global news routinely shows that English-language editions are curated for international
audiences and are not full mirrors of domestic output; they often reframe, condense, or
re-select content (Bielsa & Bassnett, 2009; Figenschou, 2014; Phillips, 2012; Shoemaker
& Reese, 2014). From a sociolinguistic perspective, audience design predicts systemic
variation in tone and topic across language editions (Bell, 1984). Focusing on domestic-

language materia therefore recovers how these outlets speak to their own publics.
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A purposive sampling approach ensures validity and consistency across the three
Middle East countries. The mediataken into analysis are Al Arabiya (Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia/lGCC), Y net (State of Israel) and IRNA (Islamic Republic of Iran). Thetimeframe
is: 2013-2014 for Al Arabiya; 2005-2024 for Y net and; 2012-2022 for IRNA. In the
chapters of analysis, respectively 5.3, 6.3 and 7.3 | explain the reasons for selecting Al
Arabiya, Ynet and IRNA and the time frame. In this section it is sufficient to say that this
time frames captures significant geopolitical events, such as relocation of MEK members
in Albania, tensions over the nuclear program, JCPOA, signing of a series of agreements
between Albania and the three countries and the diplomatic break of Albania with Iran.
Furthermore, Al Arabiya (Arabic edition) is selected for its influential pan-Arab reach
and Saudi investor backing; Y net (Y edioth Ahronoth, the Hebrew edition) is chosen for
its wide outreach in the domestic Isragli audiences and finally, IRNA in Farsi is selected

for its outreach and alignment with the Islamic Republic of Iran stance towards foreign
policy.

Articles are retrieved via each outlet’s archive and site-restricted searches using
native-language strings for “Albania” and “Tirana” (Arabic: Ul s/Wldi; Hebrew:
mw/mraaoR; Persian: U/ AW, Inclusion criteria news, features, or commentaries in
which Albaniais a principal topic or a central case in aregional narrative. Sports items
are excluded unless they directly implicate foreign-policy identity or security frames.
Each itemislogged with date, section, original title, an English gloss, and URL, enabling
annual synthesis and event linkage. The corpus sizes differ by outlet (IRNA: 309 articles;
Al Arabiya: 77 articles; Y net 63 articles, excluding sports); precise counts and thematic

distributions are reported in the empirical chapters.

44



4.3 Method: Reading procedure and inter pretive strategy

A qualitative discourse anaysis (Fairclough, 1992; Jargensen & Phillips, 2002) is

employed within a constructivist framework, which posits that language and narratives

actively shape foreign policy redities. The analysisis interpretative and diachronic. It is

based on the premise that, media serve as transmission belts for elite views, tightly

controlled to align with regime interests (Gilboa, 2005). Media coverage—especially

regarding foreign policy and national security—is “indexed” to official discourse

(Bennett, 1990), privileging elite sources and frames. Media discourses provide not an

independent reflection but an ideologically loaded, politically mediated window into how

Albaniais positioned within each country's broader foreign policy agenda.

1

For each outlet:
| read the full set of relevant items, taking analytic notes on lexicon, metaphors,
source selection, labels, images;
| synthesized frames and their internal logics, shifts relative to prior years,
linkages to contemporary external events (treaties, expulsions, cyber incidents,
diplomatic visits etc). In line with Tankard (2001) and Semetko and Valkenburg
(2000), this phase looks for rhetorical devices in headlines, images, and key
phrases that convey distinct angles. Tuchman’s (1978) notion of how news
framing “selects” and “emphasizes” particular features becomes a guiding
principle here.
| measured salience/frequency of articles and link spikes with events in the
international arena. According to Entman (1993), each reference to Albania’s role

or identity isneither neutral nor arbitrary but reflects deliberate editorial decisions.
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4. | conducted intertextual and contextual examinations, situating discourses within
broader foreign policy environments. Frequent references to official statements,
repeated language, or mirrored wording across multiple articles can reveal
evolving or reinforcing narratives. These observations underscore how media
discourse does not stand alone but respond to, and in turn reinforces, each
country’s foreign policy priorities.

This procedure treats frames as patterns — co-occurring elements of problem
definition, causality, moral evauation, and remedy (Matthes & Kohring, 2008; Entman,
1993). It is compatible with process tracing: when a discursive shift coincides with an
external upheaval (e.g., Albania’s 2018 expulsions; the 2022 cyber rupture), I reconstruct
plausible mechanisms of tranglation from event to narrative (George & Bennett, 2005;
Beach & Pedersen, 2013), using textual evidence (Headlines, leads, quotes, sourcing,

images).

4.4 Resear ch question and hypothesis
The research question of the dissertationis:
How do foreign policy dynamics and media narratives interplay in the construction of
Albania’s image in the relations with Middle Eastern region states for their
domestic audiences?
Sub-questions to help answering the main research questions are:
= How is Albania portrayed in the domestic, local language media of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, State of Israel, and Islamic Republic of Iran in

the last two decades?
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= What are the main factors — bilatera relations, regiona rivalries, aliances

with major powers, and international events’key moments - influencing
Albania’s foreign policy toward Saudi Arabia, Israel and Iran?

Following the reasoning of the realism and constructivism coupled with media

framing theory, | hypothesized:

Hypotheses
H1: Closer or more cooperative bilateral relations lead to more favorable
portrayal of Albania in the local media: In the framework of Elite model, positive
editorial lines reflect official support for friendly partners.
H2: When Albania’s policies align with a given state’s adversaries (e.g., hosting
the MEK from Iran’s perspective), that state’s media shifts to unfavourable—often
sharply critical—coverage: In line with the realist perspective, media frames
Albania as an adversary or an instrument of hostile forces.
H3 Media portrayals on Albania are more favorable if the given state is aligned
with Albania’s major strategic partner(s) (e.g., U.S., NATO). In line with
constructivist perspective, positive or negative rhetoric aligns with each state’s
identity regarding Western alliances.
H4 Coverage intensifies and polarizes during global or regional crises, amplifying
official foreign policy narratives toward Albania: Applying indexing (framing),
domestic media escalate or shift framing to reflect leadership stances under crisis.
These hypotheses discipline the year-by-year readings and structure of the analysis,
discussion and findings. In order to give an answer to the research question, | have
identified the variables and their indicators:

Dependent Variable: Media Portrayal of Albania
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Indicators:
= Tone: Negative/positive references (coded on a Likert scale).

29 ¢¢

=  Framing: “Ally,” “threat,” “proxy,” “economic partner.”
= Frequency & Salience: Number of articles, prominence, editorial
emphasis.
= Rhetorical Cues: Use of loaded terms (“puppet of the West,” “key ally,”
etc.).
Independent Variables:
1. Bilatera Relations (1V1):
= Definition: Diplomatic/economic ties, officia visits, or tensions.
= Measure: The existence of treaties, documented exchanges, or publicly
reported disputes.
2. Regional Rivalries (1V2)
= Definition: Strategic hostility between states (e.g., Iran-Saudi, Iran-
Isragl).
=  Measure: Article referenceslinking Albaniato adversarial blocs or shared
enmities.
3. Alliances with Major Powers (1V3)
= Definition: Each state’s stance toward Western alliances, especially the
U.S.
= Measure: The frequency of “pro-/anti-West” references in coverage of
Albania.

4. Internationa CrisesEvents (1V4)

= Déefinition: Diplomatic crises, military interventions, or global summits.
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= Measure: Time-based spikes in coverage, shifts in tone around those
events.

Tankard (2001) offers a practical approach to identifying frames in news content.

He suggests creating a list of frames for a given domain and defining each frame with
specific keywords, catchphrases, and images. He identifies eleven mechanisms for
locating frames, such as headlines, subheads, photographs, photo captions, leads, source
selection, quotes, pull quotes, logos, statistics, and concluding statements. | follow the
same approach when analyzing Albania’s portrayal in the three selected medias. In this
way theinformation obtained isreliable and capturestheimage of Albaniadiachronically,
thus revealing changes in Albania’s framing making it possible to link it with changes

and key momentsin the international arena with focus on the Middle East.

4.5 Ethics
All materials are publicly available news texts; there are no human subjects. Articles are

cited with dates and URLSs.

4.6 Expected contributions

Empirically, the dissertation provides a longitudina map of how three influential
domestic outlets portray Albania, including inflection points linked to diplomacy and
security crisis. Theoretically, it demonstrates a hybrid framework in which material
shocks are trandated into discursive frames through elite-indexed media
Methodologically, it shows the value of domestic-language analysis in setting where
English-language portals are curated for external audiences and may diverge

systematically from what home publics actually read.
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V. PORTRAYAL OF ALBANIA IN THE ARAB MEDIA - THE
CASE OF SAUDI-INFLUENCED MEDIA AL ARABIYA

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabiais undoubtedly the strongest economy, the state with the
largest ail reserves, the country with the largest population, and consequently the most
important actor in the Arabian Peninsula region on the global stage. To grasp its
significance, it suffices to note that it is a permanent member of the G20, which brings
together the world’s twenty most powerful economies, and it is the only middle eastern
member of this organization.

The last ten years have witnessed a marked rise in the level of relations between
Albania and Saudi Arabia, reflected in increased trade exchanges, higher investment
volumes, growth in cultural exchanges, and a series of high-level bilateral official
meetings — al of which have been covered by Al Arabiya with a noticeably positive
trend in assessing and promoting the development of these bilateral relations.

This chapter examines how Al Arabiya portrays Albania and asks what that
portrayal reveals about the broader regional narrativesin which Albaniais embedded. As
one of the most influential pan-Arab broadcasters with extensive regional and
international reach, Al Arabiya offers a strategic vantage point from the Arab Gulf on
European and Balkan affairs.

The chapter proceeds in three parts. The first part provides an overview of the
foreign policy of Saudi Arabia, emphasizing the doctrines, partnerships, and security
priorities most likely to shape media framing. The second part outlines the bilateral
relationship between Albania and Saudi Arabia, including diplomatic milestones,
economic ties, and issue-areas where interests converge; this provides the relational

context against which medianarratives are produced and received. Thethird part presents
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a year-by-year analysis of Al Arabiya’s coverage of Albania, cataloguing themes,
headlines, and story types, and tracing how salience and tone shift across events.
Together, these sections connect policy, relationship context, and media output, enabling
a systematic assessment of how Al Arabiya’s portrayal of Albania both reflects and

projects Saudi Arabia’s foreign-policy narratives.

5.1 Foreign Policy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Below is an overview of the foreign policy of Saudi Arabia. This overview isimportant
to understand the position of this country in relation to the other countries in the region
and to important international players such as USA. Since the central argument of this
paper is that the articles on Albania are shaped by the international relations between
Albaniaand the countries under analysis—and that these relations, in turn, are influenced
by the interactions among those countries and with the United States—it is therefore
essential to understand the foreign policy of these states. In this case, examining Saudi
Arabia’s foreign policy, its main partners in the international arena, and the key events
that have shaped its diplomatic orientation becomes particularly important.

Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy has undergone a major transformation in recent
years, becoming integral to its Vision 2030 reform agenda. Riyadh pursues a policy of
strategic multi-alignment, “balancing its longstanding United States (US) security
partnership while expanding ties to China, Russia, and the Global South” (Wisdorff,
2025). This hedging strategy maximizes Riyadh’s leverage. However, it should be
emphasized that Saudi Arabia maintainsits historical security ties with Washington even
as it degpens engagement with Beijing, Moscow, and emerging markets (Wisdorff, 2025;
Ali, 2025). This approach gives the Kingdom greater diplomatic flexibility. At the same

time, Saudi leaders recognize that domestic priorities drive foreign policy: attracting
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foreign investment, securing technology, and maintaining regional stability are essential
to diversify the economy and sustain the socia contract at home (Ali, 2025; Wisdorff,
2025).

Interms of regional security, Saudi policy prioritizes stability initsneighborhood.
Riyadhinvests heavily in Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) unity and regional diplomacy.
It has played a mediating role in conflicts from Yemen to Lebanon, and has engaged
directly with Yemen’s Houthi rebels through back-channel talks for long-term de-
escalation (Ali, 2025).

In terms of international partnerships, beyond the great powers, Riyadh isforging
ties with emerging economies. India and Brazil are key partners: Saudi investments in
India’s energy and mining sectors have grown markedly, and a Saudi-Brazilian
coordination council was created in late 2024 (Ali, 2025). In Africa, Saudi Arabia hosted
its first Saudi-Africa summit (November 2023) and launched multibillion-dollar
initiatives (the King Salman Initiative) to fund infrastructure and development projects
(Ali, 2025). These moves align with the “Going East” strategy and Vision 2030’s aim to
diversify market.

Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy is thus characterized by pragmatism and
adaptability. Domestically, the monarchy focuses on economic transformation and
regime resilience, which requires a secure regiona environment (Ali, 2025).
Internationally, this translates into a more diplomacy posture after years of assertive
intervention. For example, Riyadh has re-established relations with Iran (March 2023)
despite lingering mistrust over Iran’s nuclear ambitions and proxy activities (Wisdorff,
2025). It has refrained from aggressive military action since 2020, instead engaging in

conflict mediation (e.g.: sponsoring negotiations in Yemen and backing Syria’s
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normalization in the Arab League). Saudi Arabia has even offered to host and facilitate
talks in far-flung crises (such as U.S. — Russia negotiations on Ukraine) (Ali, 2025;
Cafiero, 2025) and “has offered to mediate between U.S. and Iran in pursuit of a new
nuclear deal (Cafiero, 2025).

Nonetheless, significant security challengesremain. Riyadh views Iran asitsmain
strategic rival: even with diplomatic talks resumed, Saudi Leaders worry about Tehran’s
nuclear program and support for alied militias that target regional shipping. The 2024-
2025 flaring of the Israel-lran conflict has raised fears of awider war. The kingdom has
responded by publicly criticizing Israeli military actions and by deepening security
cooperation with other partners. Notably, in September 2025 Saudi Arabia signed a
strategic defense pact with Pakistan, seen by observers as potentially extending Pakistan’s
nuclear “umbrella” over the Gulf. While the U.S. remains the primary arms supplier (74%
of Saudi major armsimports, 2020-2024), Riyadh’s recent ties with China include reports
of Chinese support for missile programs and drone co-development (Ali, 2025).

The European dimension is also important. The EU is Saudi Arabia’s second-
largest trading partner, and European companies supply crucial technology for Saudi
diversification. Cooperation areas include green hydrogen, renewable energy, and digital
infrastructure. Saudi oil also remains important to Europe: recent EU efforts to replace
Russian energy have led to increased Saudi oil imports (Winsdorff, 2025).

Another important aspect of foreign policy of Saudi Arabiaisthat it portraysitself
as a leader in the Muslim world, organizing the annual Hajj pilgrimage and playing a
magjor role in the formation of the Organization of the Islamic Conference. The kingdom
supports Muslim charities and causes worldwide, aligning its foreign policy with its

domestic legitimation formula centered on Islam (Piscatori 1983; al-Yassini 1985).
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However, this leadership role is flexible, allowing Saudi Arabia to maintain strong ties
with the United States despite criticisms from more radical Muslim thinkers (Gause 111,
2014). Itsrole in the Arab world emphasizes solidarity and cooperation among existing
Arab states rather than unilateral leadership. The Kingdom has proposed initiatives for
the Arab-Israeli peace process but avoids direct diplomacy with Israel. In OPEC, Saudi
Arabia generally avoids assertive leadership, preferring consensus-building and deal-
making to confrontational approaches (Petroleum Intelligence Weekly 1998, 1999). This
quiet leadership style is consistent with Saudi foreign policy's overall cautious and
balanced approach.

There has been a significant change in the personnel implementing Saudi foreign
policy. Initially, diplomats and foreign policy advisers were often recruited from other
Arab countries. However, with the development of the Saudi educational system, the
foreign service has been entirely " Saudi-relied” resulting in a competent and professional
group of diplomats who increasingly play significant rolesin international organizations
and on the global stage.

Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy has been shaped by its origins as a dynastic state
built around custodianship of Islam’s holy places (Gause III, 2014), its search for regime
security, and its embedding in a turbulent regional system. On the Arabia Peninsula, the
Kingdom’s hegemonic ambitions — and the need to manage neighbors through the GCC
while containing instability in Yemen — have encouraged cautious balancing and
consensus-building. Wider Middle Eastern dynamics have been decisive: since 1979,
rivalry with revolutionary Iran has blended conventional deterrence with competition by
proxies and narratives, while the Palestinian question has constrained overt alignment

with Israel and anchored Riyadh’s insistence on a credible two -state framework.
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Tranglational identities — Arabism in the Nasser era and, later, ISlamism — have
periodically mobilized Saudi publics and limited diplomatic room for maneuver (Porath,
1986, Shlaim, 1988, Safran, 1985; Gause 11, 2014), compelling foreign policy choices
that protect domestic legitimacy as much as external interests. These legacies, together
with the Kingdom’s oil leverage (Vitalis, 1997; Gause III, 2014) and long security
partnership with the U.S., provide the context for today’s Vison-2030-era strategy of:
multi-alignment, de-escalating regional flashpoints, hedging among great powers, and
using energy and investment diplomacy to secure a stable environment for economic

transformation.

5.2 Relations Between the Republic of Albania and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Diplomatic relations between the Republic of Albania and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
were formally established on December 2, 1992 (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2024),
marking the start of a partnership that has evolved over the decades through robust
political ties, economic cooperation, and cultural exchange. Since then, both countries
have maintained embassies in each other’s capitals, underscoring their commitment to
closer relations. In addition, Albania has an honorary consul in Jeddah, to support
consular and commercial outreach (Albanian Embassy in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia).
The political relations between Albania and Saudi Arabia are considered very
strong, underpinned by a series of high-level visits and mutual respect for each other’s
strategic importance. Over the years, Albania has actively sought to deepen political
dialogue with Saudi Arabia, culminating in numerous official visits. Albanian leaders,
including the Prime Minister, Presidents of Parliament, Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and
of Defense, have visited Saudi Arabiamultipletimes (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2024).

Notably, in February 2019, Prime Minister Edi Rama paid an officia visit to Saudi
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Arabia, which further solidified the bilateral relationship (Saudi Press Agency, 2019,
February 6; Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affaris, 2024). On the Saudi side, Prince
Faisa bin Farhan visited Tirana on 11 September 2021 for consultations aimed at
deepening the relationship. Contacts continued at the leaders’ level when Rama met
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Athens in July 2022, where press reports
indicated discussions on expanding economic cooperation and potential Saudi investment
channels. The Albanian PM has thanked SA for itsinitiative to support Albaniawith $50
million USD and an addition $300 million dollars PIF (Public Investment Fund) (Asharq
Al-Awsat, 2021; Euronews Albania, 2022; Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of
Albania, 2024; Saudi PressAgency, 2022). The focus of the meeting was the
consolidation of the economic partnerships between the two countries. In November
2024, the Prime Minister received an official invitation from the Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince to visit Riyadh and discuss deeper bilateral ties (ATA, 06 Nov.2024)

Economic cooperation is anchored in development finance and, increasingly,
energy trade. The Saudi Fund for Development (SFD) has financed transport
infrastructure in Albania, including a 2009 loan for the Durrés overpass and support for
the Qukés-Qafé Pllogé section of the Tirana—Elbasan corridor; in 2022 SFD approved an
additional USD 49 million for that corridor, building on an earlier USD 25 million loan to
improve connectivity and logistics (SFD, 2023; Embassy of Albaniain the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia). Beyond sovereign lending, Islamic Development Bank (IsDB)-linked
entities have supported trade-finance and development operations in Albania,
complementing multilateral and bilateral efforts in investment. According to Islamic

Development Bank “Over the years, IsDB Group has approved a total funding of $654.3
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million for 39 projects in Albania, with 36 completed and 3 currently
active” (IsDB, 2025).

From the Saudi side, visits to Albania have included high-ranking officials such as
the President of the Saudi Commission on Tourism and National Heritage, who visited
twice (in 2016 and 2019), the Chairman of the Parliament of Saudi Arabia, Dr. Abdullah
Al Sheikh, whose visit to Tirana marked the first of its kind by a President of the Saudi
Majlis Alshura and the Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister (Prime Minister’s Office,
September 11, 2021). These exchanges have been pivotal in reinforcing political
connections and laying the groundwork for broader cooperation in economic, cultural,
and technical-scientific domains.

Cultural exchange has also played an integral role in Albania-Saudi Arabia
relations. A 2012 Memorandum of Understanding on Cultural Cooperation laid the
foundation for collaborative efforts in culture and education, reflecting a broader mission
to promote mutual understanding. The legal framework governing the bilateral
relationship is comprehensive, incorporating agreements on general cooperation, air
services, avoidance of double taxation, and the promotion and protection of investments
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2024). These legal instruments help ensure smooth
collaboration across various sectors.

Regarding foreign policy, Albania and Saudi Arabia share severa common
interests, particularly in regional stability and security. Albania values Saudi Arabia’s
influential role in the Arabian Peninsula and its efforts to maintain peace in the Middle
East (Prime Minister’s Office, September, 2021). The two countries cooperate within
international organizations, with Saudi Arabia supporting Albania’s foreign policy

objectives, most notably its campaign for international recognition of Kosovo. Saudi
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Arabia’s early recognition of Kosovo’s independence and its endorsement of Kosovo’s
membership in various international organizations constitute a key dimension of the
Albania-Saudi Arabiarelationship. Prime Minister Edi Rama has expressed gratitude for
this support, underlining its importance to bilateral ties (Prime Minister’s Office,
September 11, 2021). The alignment on Kosovo’s international status illustrates a
convergence in foreign policy perspectives, particularly concerning the Balkans and the
broader I1slamic world.

Overdl, the relationship between Albania and Saudi Arabia is characterized by
robust diplomatic ties, significant economic collaboration, and a deepening cultural

connection.

5.3 Portrayal of Albaniain Al-Arabiya

Al Arabiya (Arabic: 4z =l — “The Arabian”) is a pan-Arab television channel that began
broadcasting in 2003 from Dubai, United Arab Emirates, and in 2021 relocated to Riyadh,
the capital of Saudi Arabia. This TV channel is part of the media group MBC (Middle
East Broadcasting Center), which isone of the most powerful Arab mediaconglomerates,
founded in London in 1991. The establishment of this media group is linked to the
beginning of the era of massive satellite broadcasting expansion, which was
accompanied, among other things, by the creation of globa platforms and channels such
as CNN, etc.

It should be noted that until this period, in all Middle Eastern countries (with the
exception of Israel), local audiovisua media were predominantly—in some countries,
such as Saudi Arabia, entirely—state-owned and subject to a “code of ethics and moral”
(including dress codes). These outlets addressed amost exclusively domestic audiences

in societies with distinctly conservative traits. Meanwhile, the new satellite channels of
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Middle Eastern media groups, such as MBC or ORBIT, adopted a more liberal approach
intheir programming, even though they continued to be controlled by the same Gulf states
through financial mechanisms, primarily via advertising sponsored by large companies
from those countries.

This more liberal approach was evident not only in the “code of ethics,” but also in
the editoria line and debate programs, which were open to various global actors while
maintaining an extensive presence of field correspondents covering events. In other
words, this was an “Arab product for both internal and external consumption.”

During the last decade, following developments in the Middle East and the onset of
a period of liberalization in the Gulf countries, including Saudi Arabia, Al Arabiya—
while continuing to maintain its pan-Arab profile—has positioned itself, from an
informational standpoint, closer to the officia stance of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
starting from its relocation from Dubai to Riyadh in 2021.

This trend is aso evident in the coverage of events related to Albania, where an
important place is given to intergovernmental meetings between representatives of the
Government of the Republic of Albaniaand those of the Arab GCC countries, particularly
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Kuwait.

This study has taken into analyses the period 2013-2024. The resons for this
timeline are as follows:

=  Substantive inflection points. The window captures the consequential Albania-
relevant events that spiked Al Arabiya’s attention. This period encompasses the
highest frequency of news coverage by Al Arabiya concerning Albania, showing
a progressively increasing trend—particularly in relation to high-level officia

meetings and the signing of bilateral agreements. This period aso includes
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extensive media coverage of Saudi Arabia’s strong moral support for Albania
following the Iranian cyberattacks,

Post-Arab Spring stabilization of pan-Arab newsrooms, the Riyadh relocation,
and the maturing ditigal output of Al Arabiyayeld arelatively consistent editorial
and technical environment for longitudianl content analysis,

Relevance to the research question: The period maximizes observable interplay
between foreign policy shocks (Syria chemical weapons, MEK, Albania-lran
rupture) and media framing effects in a Saudi-aligned outlet.

Dataavailability and density: The time frame shows the highest concentration and
diverstiy of Al Arabiya pieces mentioning Albania, enabling roubst year-over-
year thematic analysis.

Relevance: foccusing on recent events it provides information relevant and useful

to the contemparary reader and policy maker.

In the following we analyze how Albaniais framed in the articles written for it in

Al-Arabiya. According to Goffman (1974), “frame analysis” is a shorthand for studying

the “organization of experience”, which in our contexts, by identifying the number of

articles and the topics these articles cover for Albania, we come to understand how Arab

media ‘organizes the experience of Albania in the international relations realm’ for then

understanding to what frames this organization of experience referrers to. Furthermore,

in line with Entman (1993) due to the fact that framing creates order through “selection

and salience” we will investigate as well the intensity of the articles and the positioning

of the Saudi Arabia (Gulf countries) towards events happening in Albaniaand in relation
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This study undertakes a qualitative media content analysis of Albania-related news
coverage published by the Arabic-language international newsoutlet Al Arabiya. Theaim
IS to examine thematic patterns, geopolitical framing, and the representation of Albania
within the broader context of Middle Eastern and global affairs. The corpus consists of
77 news articles published between 2013 and 2024. Articles were retrieved through
keyword-based queries using terms such as “Lli” (Albania), “Ul s (Tirana) etc. The data
in Arabic includes news reports, political commentaries, event-based coverage,
statements from government or international actors, regional diplomacy. These articles
were compiled into a database containing titles of the articles, date of publishing and link
of article (Annex 1: List of Al Arabiya articles).

The approach to sampling was purposive and exhaustive within the defined scope.
Sports articles were not considered for analysis. All articles from Al Arabiya explicitly
mentioning or significantly focusing on Albaniawereincluded. This method ensured full
coverage of the media outlet’s portrayal of Albania over the past decade.

Thefollowing graph shows the distribution of articles during the period 2013-2024:
Figure 1: Distribution of Articleson Albaniain Al Arabiya 2013-2024
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Thelinegraph aboveillustrates the distribution of Al Arabiya's coverage of Albania
over an 11-year period, revealing significant fluctuations in reporting volume. Notably,
2022 stands out as a peak year, with 21 published articles, a dramatic increase compared
to the preceding and subsequent years. This surge correlates strongly with a cluster of
geopolitical developments involving cybersecurity tensions between Albania and Iran,
particularly Albanias decision to sever diplomatic relations with Iran following a state-
sponsored cyberattack. The incident drew widespread regional and international
responses, including condemnations from the United States, NATO, and Gulf states like
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, contributing to the spike in media attention.

The second-highest peak occurred in 2019, with 12 articles, many of which centered
around MEK (Mujahedin-e Khalg) activities in Albania, including opposition
conferences, Iranian intelligence threats, and statements from Albanian leadership
regarding Iranian provocations. This reflects Albania’s growing role as a geopolitical
actor within Middle Eastern-Iranian opposition dynamics.

The chart aso highlights a steady increase in coverage from 2017 to 2019,
corresponding to Albania’s deepening international partnerships, including NATO
collaboration, investment initiatives, and its positioning in discussions related to regional
security and energy diplomacy.

Overal, the peaks are closely tied to security-related events, especially involving
Iran, illustrating how Albania is often portrayed in the Arab media through the lens of

international conflict, alliances, and regiona influence.
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Timeline of Al Arabiya’s Coverage of Albania (2013—-2024)

The coverage of Albania by Al Arabiya between 2013 and 2024 reveds distinct
fluctuations in media attention, shaped largely by Albania’s evolving geopolitical
relevance in Middle Eastern security discourse.

Al Arabiya’s coverage begins with the relocation of MEK members from Camp
Liberty in Iraq to Albania, reported on 22 June 2013 in an article titled “71 Iranian
opposition members leave Iraq.” Consistent with much of the outlet’s reporting on
Albania, the piece is strictly informational: it conveys international developments
primarily through quotations from the actors involved, refrains from in-story
commentary, and reserves analysis for dedicated opinion columns. Consequently, the
event is framed chiefly through the curated selection of statements and contextual
background drawn from primary sources.

In this report—sourced from the AFP bureau in Baghdad—Al Arabiya conveys
statements by the UN representative in Iraq, Martin Kobler, who “noted that Albania has
agreed to resettle 210 members of the MEK who are currently residing in Camp Liberty,
on the western outskirts of Baghdad,” and added that “in addition to Albania, Germany
has offered to accept the resettlement of approximately 100 camp residents on its
territory”. The article further explains that Camp Liberty “is a former U.S. military base
near Baghdad that has housed 3,000 Iranian dissidents since the beginning of the year.
Under an agreement between Irag and the United Nations, this camp serves as a transit
point for Iranian dissidents before they leave Iraq.” It also observes that “The Mujahedin-
e Khalg (MEK), the largest faction within the National Council of Resistance of Iran

(NCRI), was founded in 1965 with the goa of overthrowing the Shah Pahlavi and then
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the Islamic regime. It was expelled from Iran in the 1980s after launching several armed
operations.”

Although the report offers no direct commentary on the MEK, its framing—along
with the very title of the news report “71 Iranian opposition members leave Iraq”—
indicates that, within Al Arabiya’s editorial line, the organization is described and
regarded as part of the Iranian opposition and dissidence. The article subsequently
provides abrief historical retrospective on the MEK. However, this background narrative
omits the fact that the MEK was removed from the U.S. terrorist list in late September
2012, following earlier de-listings by the Euoropean Union in 2009 and the United
Kingdom in 2008. Thisomission may be interpreted as reflecting a positive stance by Al
Arabiya toward the MEK and, consequently, toward Albania’s decision to host the

members of this organization.
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This topic, as discussed later in this study, resurfaces with intensive informative
coverage by Al Arabiya during 2016-2017, when Albania had completed the relocation
of thousands of MEK members from Iraq to its territory- a process supported by the
United Nations, the European Union, and the United States.

In 2013, Albaniafaced a public crisis of confidence when it was considered as a
potential site for the destruction of Syria’s chemical weapons. Despite U.S. pressure, the
Albanian public overwhelmingly opposed the proposal, staging mass protests. The
government ultimately rejected the plan, marking a rare moment of national consensus
and popular resistance to perceived foreign imposition — even from key allies.

This development was covered by Al Arabiya, which tracked the dynamics of the
event in three separate articles published between November 13-15, 2013, titled
“Albanians demonstrate against the dismantling of Assad's ‘chemical’ in their country”,
“Albania refuses to destroy Syrian ‘chemical’ on its territory”, and “Albanians refuse to
contaminate their country with ‘Assad's chemical’.”

In the article of November 15, 2013, “Albania refuses to destroy Syrian ‘chemical’

on its territory”, Al Arabiya reports:

Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama announced on Friday that his country rejects the US
reguest to allow the destruction of Syria's chemical weapons arsenal on its territory... ‘It is
impossible for Albania to participate in such an operation... because it does not have the
capabilities,” Rama said in a live press conference, greeted by cheers from thousands of
demonstrators in the main square in the center of the capital, Tirana.

Al Arabiya’s portrayal cast Albania as a sovereign and democratic state in which
the Prime Minister (i.e., the government) takes decisionsin the public interest, even when
these decisions do not comply with the demands and interests of a powerful aly such as
the United States—and for this, he was “cheered from thousands of demonstrators in the

main square in the center of the capital, Tirana”.
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To reinforce this framing, Al Arabiya then reports the position of the US
ambassador to Tirana:

Washington continued to apply pressure, with its ambassador to Albania, Alexander Arvizu,
announcing in alocal television interview on Thursday evening that Washington would be
disappointed if Albaniarefused to allow the destruction of Syria's chemical weapons arsenal
on its territory... ‘We have provided every explanation and offered every possible guarantee,’
said the US ambassador, whose remarks were translated into Albanian. ‘We hope that
Albanias decision will be positive, but if it is negative, we will certainly respect it, even
though we will be disappointed’.
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Between 2014-2015, Al Arabiya published a series of articles on diverse topics,

such as the success of Albanian players on the global stage, the fight against terrorism,
the Balkan phenomenon of “female child abortion”, Albanian tourism, the lifting of visa
requirements for Saudi citizens wishing to visit Albania, as well as the evocation of
historical figures of Albania, such as King Zog I, in the context of youth leadership
success. Taken together, these articles depict Albania from multiple vantage pointsin its

socia and cultura life, aswell asits political, historical, and security dimensions.
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In al19 June 2014 article titled “Despite her absence from the World Cup Albania is
present in Brazil”, Al Arabiya writes about the profile of a number of successful Albanian
football players expected to play in the World Cup as part of other national teams, such
as Vaon Behrami, Blerim Xhemaili, Xherdan Shagiri, Granit Xhaka, Admir Mehmedi,
and others. The article casts Albania in a highly positive light and concludes with the
statement: “Albania’s second-to-last place in their group in the European qualifiers
undoubtedly saddened their fans, but the Albanians will hold their breath this summer as

they watch Tirana's seven ambassadors in Brazil.”
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The subject of the fight against terrorism appearsin an article dated March 25, 2015,
titled “Italy is going to arrest 3 terrorism suspects”, which reports: “A judicial warrant
has been issued for the arrest of two Albanians and an Italian on suspicion of involvement
in terrorism. Italian police launched a search operation in several locations in northern

Italy on Wednesday”. The article further implies regional cooperation between Italian and
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Albanian authorities in the broader fight against terrorism: “Police indicated that the
search in Lombardy, Piedmont, and Tuscany is focused on those suspected of
sympathizing with extremist groups. Police and counterterrorism officers are also active

in the area around Tirana, Albania”.
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Within less than two months, on May 3, 2015, Al Arabiya published a social-
themed report titled “Female pregnancy is an unforgivable crime in some Balkan
countries.” The report recounts the story of a “31-year-old woman who came to the
capital, Tirana, from Krujain the north of the country, with her mother-in-law, hoping to
find someone in one of its private clinics who would perform an abortion”, because “She
is pregnant with a girl after having given birth to three girls, the oldest of whom is four
years old. She is committing an unforgivable crime in the eyes of her society, which
favors boys over girls”. This report, sourced from AFP, presents the phenomenon in

explicitly negative terms — nevertheless, it is framed as a Balkan-wide issue, cause the
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article adds: “This young woman’s situation is similar to that of many of her compatriots,
asituation that extendsto severa Bakan countries, where the preference for sonsand the
abortion of girls leads to an imbalance between the sexes” and “Female abortion is also
prevalent in Montenegro, where society still favors boys over girls, according to Maja

Racevi¢ of the Women’s Rights Center in the capital, Podgorica”.
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In May 8, 2015, Al Arabiya published ancther article entitled “A quarter of Gulf
inhabitants prefer to stay in luxury hotels”, about the Arabian Travel Market (ATM) —an
annual travel and tourism event in Dubai that serves as platform for inbound and outbound
tourism professionals in the Middle East and provides information on destinations,
accommodation options, attractions, and the aviation industry in the Middle East and
worldwide. In this article, Al Arabiya notes Albania’s participation in the event, stating:
“Julinda Dhami, Secretary General of the Ministry of Economic Development and

Tourism in Albania, said that her country is participating in the Arabian Travel Market
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for the first time to attract Gulf tourists, stressing that tourism products around the world

are now targeting visitors from regions with the highest tourism spending”.
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In the same context of the development of relations in the field of tourism and
freedom of movement between Albaniaand Saudi Arabia, on 18 August 2015 Al Arabiya
published an article titled “Saudis to Albania without a visa for 5 months period”, stating:
“The Director of the General Department of Public Relations and Media at the Ministry
of Interior, Mgjor General Dr. Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Maroul, explained that al
Saudis can enter Albania without a visa, starting from June 1 to November 1, 2015
stating that “this camein atelegram received by the Ministry of Interior from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs regarding the decision of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of

Albania in this regard”.
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A particularly interesting article of this period is that of May 18, 2015, titled “Young
Officials... and Great Achievements — What prompted Obama to express his admiration
for the wisdom of the Saudi Deputy Crown Prince, despite his young age?”. The article
is dedicated to Prince Mohammed bin Salman—then Minister of Defense and Deputy
Crown Prince (January 2015-2022), now Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia (2017—ongoing)
and one of the most influential figuresin regional and global politics—who, even though
being at that time only 29 years old, had aready ascended the ranks of state leadership,
holding a series of important posts and becoming one of the most prominent figures of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Al Arabiya emphasizes his rapid rise with the opening
observation: “At the Camp David summit with Gulf leaders (and their representatives),
what most caught U.S. President Barack Obama’s attention was the youth of Saudi
Deputy Crown Prince and Defense Minister Prince Mohammed bin Salman. Obama

expressed his admiration on the record—both audio and video—saying of the prince, who
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would turn 30 the following August, that he “has a wisdom beyond his years,” according
to aninterview he gaveto Al Arabiyathe previous Friday.

What links this article to Albania is a parallel drawn in its first part where Al
Arabiyalists anumber of historical figures from different countries who assumed high
state positions before the age of 30, noting that: “Prince Mohammed bin Salman has
joined the ‘club of young celebrities,” a number of whom became known in history for
holding important positionsin their countries, including presidential and royal leadership
positions, and emerged far more successful than their elder predecessors...”. Among
these personalities—alongside renowned historical figures such as Alexander the Grest,
Napoleon, and Queen Elizabeth |1 of Britain— the article includes King Ahmed Zogu of
Albania: “In Albania, the famous Ahmed Mukhtar Bey Zogolli, known as Ahmed Zogu,
served as prime minister for two years when he was just months younger than 27 in 1922.
Three years later, he became president and in 1928 he became king for ten years “building
modern Albania from a period of chaos”, reflecting thus a distinctly positive treatment of
an Albanian historical figure.

Although thisis not a dedicated article to the King of Albania, Ahmed Zogu I, the
fact that he is mentioned as a model of successful leadership at a young age, and as
“building modern Albania from a period of chaos”, shows a positive approach towards

the Albanian historical figures.
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Prince Mohammed bin Salman has joined the
"club of young celebrities," a number of whom
became known in history for holding important
positions in their countries, including presidential
and royal leadership positions, and emerged far
more successful than their elder predecessors.
.+ Among those classified by "Al Arabiyanet" is
Alexander the Great, who succeeded his murdered
father asking at the age of barely 20. However, he
changed the course of history and built an empire
before his assassination 10 years later, bringing
about positive changes in the world, some of
which were cultural and geopalitical, the effects of
which continue to this twenty-first century...

“In Albania, the famous Ahmed Muhtar Bey
Zogolli, known simply as Ahmed Zogolli, served
as prime minister for two years when he was just
months younger than 27 years old in 1922. Three
o) sl s s Suad  flag) e o sl st ki ik gy YRS later, he became president of the country
alosl By aa 27 il 11922 daus o8 e Lald gyt LU, and, starting in 1928, king for 10 years. He built
sl UL s e 10 1y 1928 Ll gl ', 2 Ly wel modern Albania after it had been engulfed in
sopdl s cs ) chaos”.
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The issue of the MEK returned to Al Arabiya’s focus in an article dated 10
September 2016, titled “UN moves MEK from Iraq to Europe”, which reports: “The
Secretariat of the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI) in Paris stated in a
statement received by Al Arabiyanet that with the transfer of the last group of Camp
Liberty residents (more than 280 people) from Baghdad to Albania, the project to transfer
the Mujahedin-e Khalq from Iraq to Europe has concluded.” The piece continues:
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“According to the statement, during this four-and-a-half-year process, the residents of
Camp Liberty were transferred to European countries, including Germany, Norway,
Britain, the Netherlands, Finland, Denmark, Belgium, Italy, and Spain. Since the
beginning of 2016, approximately 2,000 people have left Iraq”.

Al Arabiya, via the same source, describes the persecution and terror experienced
by MEK membersin Camp Liberty prior to relocation - at the hands of pro-Iranian Shi’ite
militias supported by the Quds Force (a branch of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
—IRGC), aswell as by individuals affiliated with Iran within the Iraqgi judiciary allegedly
affiliated with Iran and, more broadly, the then- Iragi government (portrayed as
supportive of pro-lranian militias). Among other points, the report notes:

According to the statement, Iran has filed red notices with Interpol and issued
fabricated arrest warrants from the Iragi judiciary, seeking to prevent the departure of
1,000 members of the Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK) and arrest their leaders and well-known
figures... Through its affiliated militias in Irag, Iran has targeted the organization's
members at Camp Ashraf. It has carried out five missile attacks on Camp Liberty, two
hostage-takings, and an eight-year siege that has claimed the lives of 177 members of the
organization... The Secretariat of the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI)
confirmed that ‘the terrorist Quds Force has, in recent weeks, tasked three of its proxy
groups (Kata’ib Hezbollah, Asa’ib Ahl al-Hag, and a-Nujaba) with firing rockets at
Camp Liberty and provided them with various missilesto attack Camp Liberty at the first
opportunity... The Maliki government had previously confiscated $550 million of the
residents’ assets in Camp Ashraf, which were placed at the disposal of the Iraqi

government’s military forces and militias.
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The fact that Al Arabiya, in this article, publishes statements from the Secretariat
of the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI)—a coalition of Iranian dissident
groups led by the People’s Mojahedin Organization of lran (MEK) — indicates
recognition of, and alignment with, MEK positions within Al Arabiya’s editorial line,
treating the group as part of the Iranian opposition.

In this context, it is worth recalling that nine months earlier, in January 2016,
immediately after the violent attacks on Saudi diplomatic missions in Tehran and
Mashhad, Saudi Arabia severed diplomatic relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran
and declared Iranian diplomats in Riyadh persona non grata, ordering them to leave the
Kingdom within 48 hours. This rupture followed several years of tense relations, due to
Iran’s support for Shi’ite militias in Lebanon, Syria, and especially the Houthi militias in
Yemen, whose attacks had violated the territorial integrity of Saudi Arabia and
undermined the strategic and economic interests of several Arab and Western countries—
leading to Saudi Arabia’s military intervention in Yemen? as part of a coalition of nine
Arab states, including the UAE and Bahrain. Under these circumstances, in articles
addressing the MEK in Albania, Al Arabiyafrequently citethe Secretariat of the National

Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI)— that is, the MEK itsdlf.

2 0n 26 March 2015, Saudi Arabia, leading a coalition of nine countries from West Asiaand North Africa,
launched a military intervention in Yemen at the request of Yemeni president Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi,
who had been ousted from the capital, Sanaa, in September 2014 by Houthi insurgents during the Y emeni
civil war.
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By the end 2016, Albania had completed the relocation of thousands of MEK
members from Irag to its territory, a process supported by the United Nations, the
European Union, and the United States. This humanitarian gesture not only drew praise
from Western governments but also stirred sharp criticism from Iran, particularly when
high-profile American figures such as Senator John McCain and Senator Roy Blunt
visited Tirana to meet with MEK leadership, including Maryam Rajavi. Such visits
underscored Albania’s deepening alignment with U.S. policy in the region and its
symbolic stance against the Iranian regime. MEK’s relocation and growing influence in
Albania coincided with high-level conferences and public support for regime change in
Iran, hosted in Paris and broadcast to MEK members in Tirana. These events, attended
by prominent Western officials such as John Bolton, Rudy Giuliani, and Newt Gingrich,

portrayed Albania as a secure base for organizing opposition activities against Tehran.
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From April 2017 onward, Al Arabiya brings expanded media coverage to these
developments and events, which continued to dominate its reporting throughout the
subsequent period.

This coverage begins with a 15 April 2017, titled “John McCain Visits MEK in
Albania”, where Al Arabiya provides an extended report on the visit of Senator John
McCai - then Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee - to the headquarters
of the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI/MEK) in the Albanian capital,
Tirana, which had recently hosted thousands of members relocated from Irag. Authored
by Iran expert Saleh Hamid, the article contains no editorial commentary; instead, it
presents a curated selection of quotations from the two central figures of the meeting—
U.S. Senator John McCain and MEK leader Maryam Raavi. The article reports:
“According to a statement issued by the NCRI Secretariat from its headquarters in Paris,

Senator McCain addressed the members of the organization during his visit, saying:

There is no doubt that you have not only endured great pain and suffering, but you have also
lost many of your families at the hands of the authoritarian regime ruling Iran... You rose up
for freedom, for the right to a free life and the right to choose your future—rights that God
has given to every human being. Y ou fought and sacrificed for them... I thank you for being
an example of those who, when they make a decision, are willing to sacrifice for freedom,
and they achieve it. You are an example to those who struggle for freedom around the
world... I am confident that one day Iran will be free, and we will gather in Freedom Square.

The article then continues with excerpts from Maryam Rajavi’s speech, stating:

There is a consensus in the region today regarding the destructive role played by the mullahs’
regime. There is no doubt that the religious fascist regime ruling Iran is the main source of
wars, terrorism, and crisesin the region... Regime changein Iran is not only necessary to end
the blatant violations of human rightsin Iran, but also to end wars and crises in the region
and achieve peace and tranquility... As long as the Mullahs’ regime remains in power, it will

not abandon its export of terrorism and extremism.

77



Gl piie  bpall Sk Cdeps el pept Mg ER TR - fordl iyt

waslan” g udle Jg2
Lilui e "gls

John McCain VistsMEK in Albania
15.04.2017 ;
https://www.al arabiya.net/iran/2017/04/15/W\- 8- ala- saalas 5 -0pSla- e

Immediately after this meeting came Iran’s response, reported by Al Arabiya in an
article dated 17 April 2017, titled “Iran protests John McCain's meeting with MEK
leaders”, which stated: “Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Ghasemi protested
the visit of Senator John McCain, Chairman of the U.S. Senate Armed Services
Committee, to the headquarters of the People's Mojahedin Organization of Iran (MEK)
in the Albanian capital, Tirana, and his meeting with Maryam Rajavi, the organization's
leader and president of the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI).” According to
Al Arabiya, Ghasemi said, ‘The U.S. administration will pay the price for its mistakes in
the region, including the recent meeting between a U.S. congressional official and the
leader of theterrorist group Monafegin-e Khalg,” as he described the MEK, adding: “Such
meetings are not new, and U.S. officials have often failed to |earn lessons from their past
actions. Their wrong policies have led to the spread of terrorism in the region, and the

meeting with the leader of the hypocrites group falls within the same framework.”
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This harsh, threatening, and derogatory language used by Iran against the world’s
greatest power, and directly against the U.S. administration itself, reflects Iran’s deep
concern over this meeting, which occurred in anew political context: the arrival to power
in January 2017 of the Trump administration, which held a profoundly distrustful stance
toward Iran, portraying it as a destabilizing factor in the Middle East region, as athreat
to the U.S.’s regional allies—Israel, Saudi Arabia, and other Gulf states—and to
America’s strategic and economic interests in the region. With this meeting- followed by
several similar encounters - the MEK increasingly appeared as an exiled opposition
organization calling for regime change in Iran. Al Arabiya’s publication of the Iranian
Foreign Ministry’s statement, with its overtly threatening and derogatory language
toward the United States, is not accidental: aimed at an Arabic-speaking audience, Al
Arabiya seems to use these selected wording to underscore the perceived danger posed
by Iran; a state willing to warn the world’s greatest power by declaring that “The U.S.
administration will pay the price for its mistakes in the region, is by implication, an even

greater threat to neighbouring Gulf countries such as Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain.
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Four months later, on 1 July 2017, Al Arabiya published another article titled
“Rajavi: There is no solution to eliminate ISIS except by toppling the Tehran regime”,
which brings a report about the annual conference of the Iranian opposition People’s
Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI/MEK) held in Paris on that date. According to Al
Arabiya, the conference “was attended by tens of thousands of supporters, along with
American, Canadian, European, and Arab dignitaries. The conference was held under the
slogan ‘Overthrowing the Mullahs’ Regime Through the Iranian Resistance’.”

The article conveyed, among other things, excerpts from the speeches delivered at
the event by three U.S. dignitaries: John Bolton, Rudy Giuliani, and Newt Gingrich.
According to Al Arabiya:

John Bolton, the former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, said in his speech that ‘there
is no solution to Iran except through the overthrow of the regime’. He added that for the first
time in eight years, we have a president in the United States who is completely opposed to
the Iranian regime, unlike his predecessor, President Obama’ ... ‘there is a new U.S. policy
toward Iran, and Congress is moving quickly to impose new economic sanctions on the
Iranian regime’.
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Further on, the article cited Rudy Giuliani, former Mayor of New Y ork and former

U.S. presidential candidate who has stated that ‘the Iranian regime has become a danger

to the region and the world and wants to possess a nuclear bomb’. Newt Gingrich, Former

Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, is also quoted in the article to have said:
Iran must be liberated from dictatorship.

Even though the convention took place in Paris, this event had a direct connection

to Albania. At the conclusion of the article Al Arabiya notes:

Participating in the conference were parliamentary delegationsfrom Britain and Italy, alarge
delegation from Albania headed by the former Prime Minister, a delegation of Syrian
opposition leaders, figures from Algeria headed by Sid Ahmed Ghazali, a delegation from
the Egyptian Parliament, parliamentary delegations from Palestine, Jordan, Tunisia, and
delegations from various European countries... Thousands of Mujahedin-e Khalg (MEK)
members, recently transferred from Camp Liberty in Iraq to Albania, also participated in the
conference via satellite from Tirana.
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On August 13, 2017, Al Arabiya published another article on this subject, titled

“U.S. Senate Delegation Meets Iranian Resistance Leader”, reporting that:
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A delegation of U.S. Senators met with Maryam Rajavi, President of the National Council of
Resistance of Iran (NCRI), during their visit to the office of the PMOI/MEK in the Albanian
capital, Tirana... According to a statement issued by the NCRI Secretariat in Paris, a copy of
which was received by Alarabiya.net, the delegation discussed the situation of the MEK in
Albania and the latest developmentsin Iran and the region. They also discussed solutionsto
end the current crises in the region, solutions that require democratic change in Iran... the
U.S. Senators’ delegation was headed by Senator Roy Blunt, Vice Chairman of the Senate
Republican Conference and a member of the Senate Budget and Intelligence, Laws and
Administration, and Commerce, Science, and Transportation committees. Also participating
in the meeting were Senator John Cornyn, the Senate Republican Caucus Coordinator and a
member of the Judiciary, Intelligence, and Finance Committees, and Senator Thom Tillis, a
member of the Armed Services Committee, the Judiciary Committee, the Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs Committee, and the Veterans Affairs Committee... During the meeting,
Maryam Rajavi, thanked the U.S. senators for their firm stance against the Iranian regime,
particularly their endorsement of the designation of the Ilamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) as aterrorist organization and their approval of the new resolution to boycott the
IRGC and the leaders of the clerical regime for human rights violations, missile projects, and
the export of terrorism... Rajavi also called for “the expulsion of the Revolutionary Guards
and its proxy militias from Syria, Iraq, and other countries in the region”. She further
emphasized the need for urgent measures to hold the regime accountable for widespread
political executions, especially the massacre of 30,000 political prisonersin 1988. She also
emphasized the need to launch independent investigations into this major crime against
humanity, bring those responsible to justice, and impose comprehensive sanctions on the
banking systems and oil revenues of this repressive regime.

It is evident that Al Arabiya—while, as noted above, avoiding overt editoria
commentary—reproduces ailmost in full the NCRI communiqué regarding the meeting, a
copy of which it had obtained; in other words, it presents the event to its Arabic-speaking
audience largely through the NCRI/MEK’s perspective.
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In the next article, dated 4 September 2017, titled “In pictures. 17 Female Defence
Ministers Around the World”, Al Arabiya shifts focus to profile the “Iron Ladies”,
Ministers of Defense in various countries of the world — among them Germany’s Ursula
von der Leyen, Roberta Pinotti of Italy, Marise Payne of Australia, Nirmala Sitharaman
of India— and includes Albania’s defense minister: “Mimi Kodheli is the first woman to
be appointed Minister of Defense in Albania. She is 54 years old”. An interesting detail
is that, of the 17 ministers featured, Al Arabiya selected as the article’s lead image a

collage showing Albania’s Mimi Kodheli alongside India’s Nirmala Sitharaman.
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However, two days later, on 6 September 2017, Al Arabiya published another
article on MEK, titled “MEK Chooses New Leadership”, reporting: “The Iranian
opposition group Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK) elected ZahraMerrikhi asits new Secretary-
General during its General Conference on Wednesday... According to the organization,

the General Conference was timed to coincide with the 52nd anniversary of its founding
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and was convened in Tirana—the Albanian capital to which the remaining memberswere

recently relocated from Irag—as well as in five other European capitals.”
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In 2018 and 2019, Albania emerged as a pivota stage in broader geopolitical and
ideological confrontations, particularly between Western powers and Iran. The small
Balkan country increasingly positioned itself not only as a regiona player, but as an
international actor aligned with U.S. and European policies on security, democracy, and
counterterrorism. A defining aspect of this period was Albania’s growing entanglement
with lranian affairs through its hosting of the Iranian opposition group, Mujahedin-e
Khalg (MEK). International mediacoverage framed Albaniaas asafe haven for theexiled
group, spotlighting the multiple terror plots allegedly orchestrated by the Iranian regime
and thwarted on Albanian soil. These incidents led to the expulsion of Iranian diplomats,

gaining Albania praise from U.S., Saudi, and European officials. This security narrative
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reinforced Albania’s image as a loyal ally to the West, firmly embedded in the global
fight against terrorism and authoritarian influence.

In 2018, MEK and Iran related topics dominated Al Arabiya’s media coverage of
Albania. Of the eleven articles mentioning Albania that year, only two fall outside this
theme: the 8 January 2018 article, “Historic’ rise in asylum applications in France,” —
noting that “Albania was the leading country of origin for asylum seekers last year (7,630
applications), despite being considered a ‘safe’ country” — and the 11 August 2018 article,
“Albanian police chase gunman who killed 8 members of his family,” — a sensational
report on amass killing attributed to amentally ill perpetrator.

In the article of 9 August 9 2018 titled “Opposition: Iran’s intelligence is
responsible for bombings in Europe”, Al Arabiya reported: “The National Council of
Resistance of Iran (NCRI), affiliated with the opposition Mujahedin-e Khalg (MEK),
revealed that an Iranian intelligence agency, supervised by a senior intelligence officer,
isresponsible for assassinations and bombings in Europe and was behind the failed attack
on the organization’s conference in Paris on June 30”. The article focused on a report by
Mohammad Mohaddessin, Head of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the NCRI,
“containing new information, based on evidence and from reliable sources within the
Iranian regime, regarding the plot to bomb the opposition conference in Paris and the
arrest of its mastermind, the Iranian diplomat at the Iranian embassy in Austria—
Asadollah Asadi”. According to Mohaddessin, “the entity that ordered the attempted
bombing of the conferencein Parisis an organization that coordinates the activities of the
Ministry of Intelligence’s stations in the regime’s embassies abroad, linked to the
‘Foreign Intelligence and Movements Organization’ within the Ministry of Intelligence”.

The article further noted that Mohaddessin disclosed the identity of the head of the
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“Foreign Intelligence and Movements Organization” within the Ministry of Intelligence,
explaining that he is Reza Amiri-Mogaddam, who maintains direct contact with the
Minister of Intelligence and Security, Mahmoud Alavi, adding that “Asadollah Asadi
reported directly to Amiri-Mogaddam”.

The article links these claims directly to Albania is Mohaddessin’s statement that:
“Asadi is the mastermind of the recent terrorist attack against the Paris conference, under
the command of Amiri-Mogaddam. The terrorist attempt in Albania was aso under the
command of Amiri-Mogaddam”. The article further reports that: “This came during a
press conference held by the NCRI on Wednesday in Brussels to reveal details of the
operation thwarted by security services in France, Belgium, and Germany. Belgian
authorities arrested a Belgian man and his wife of Iranian origin, both Belgian nationals,
carrying 500 grams of a highly explosive substance and a detonator near Brussels”. The
involvement of Iranian diplomats in organizing terrorist acts, and the reference to a
terrorist attempt in Albania linked to the “Foreign Intelligence and Movements
Organization” of the Iranian Ministry of Intelligence, is an indication that what occurred
in Albania with the Iranian diplomats was not an isolated case, but a response to covert

activities for terrorist operations conducted under diplomatic cover.

86



gt b el Gk chegs  leplpih sl TRl Asdy e Gepeal  fendl eyt

Ulpl Slplag:An)laall
Lgygls i pads e Algduuts

Opposition: Iran'sintelligenceis responsible for bombingsin Europe
09/08/2018
https://www.al arabiya.net/iran/2018/08/09/\ 5 sk-<l juadi- (e -4l s susa-()) pl-Cil jldadiis jladll

Five months | ater, thistopic resurfaced in a 15 December 2018 article, titled “Iran's
diaspora demand international action to confront regime terrorism”, reporting that: “A
joint conference of Iranian diaspora communities from 50 cities around the world on
Saturday called for confronting the regime's increasing domestic and foreign terrorism
against its own people and the peoples of the region”. The piece added: “During the main
gathering held at the MEK headquarters in the Albanian capital, Tirana, Maryam Ragjavi,
President of the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI), said that the world must
respect the Iranian people's demands for freedom and democracy”. Former U.S.
Representative Patrick Kennedy (Democratic Party) also addressed the meeting, saying
that the regime’s approach is to suppress domestic movements and spread terrorism
abroad, and calling for intensified sanctions to weaken it. The article concluded: “During
2018, four plotsto carry out terrorist operations by the Tehran regime in Europe and the

United States were thwarted... Currently, a regime diplomat and three other agents are
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imprisoned in Belgium and another in Denmark, accused of attempted bombings and
assassinations against opponents in Paris and Copenhagen.”

Like its predecessor, this article highlights the double standard of the Islamic
Republic of Iran with regard to the issue of terrorism: while accusing its neighbors and
Western powers of supporting terrorism, it has simultaneously established specialized
structures to organize terrorist attacks in Europe and the United States, involving not only
the IRGC, but aso state institutions such as the Ministry of Intelligence and members of
the diplomatic corps. This spotlight is important for Al Arabiya’s Arabic-speaking
audience to grasp the context of subsequent developments relating to Albania, including

the expulsion of Iranian diplomats, as discussed below.
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Two dayslater, on December 17, 2018, Al Arabiyapublished an article titled “Zarif
denounces Twitter ban for loyalists... and a member of opposition replied, ‘He hit me

and cried’”, noting: “At a time when Iranian authorities block many social media sites,
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preventing the Iranian people from freely expressing their opinions and criticism on
Twitter and other platforms, and many activists and opposition figures being arrested and
silenced, the Iranian Foreign Minister denounced Twitter's ban on what he called ‘real
Iranians’ on Sunday night”. According to Al Arabiya, “He wrote on his Twitter account,
addressing Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey: ‘Hello, Jack. Twitter shut down the accounts of
real Iranians, including TV anchors and students, on the assumption that they were part
of an operation aimed at influencing public opinion’... He added, wondering, ‘What
about actual accounts in (the Albanian capital) Tirana being used to promote regime-
change propaganda emanating from (Washington, D.C.)?*”. The article then explains that
Zarif's comment followed actions by Facebook, Twitter, and Alphabet (Google), which
in August had collectively deleted hundreds of accounts linked to an Iranian propaganda
operation, as part of broader efforts to combat disinformation and terrorist propaganda.
The measures included suspending and blocking 39 channels affiliated with the state-run
broadcaster IRIB, which Google had previously restricted on Y ouTube. The article adds:
“Facebook stated in late August that Iran was behind a sprawling disinformation
operation on Facebook that targeted hundreds of thousands of members around the
world”.

Through its media framing, the article thus provides, among other things, a
counterbalance to Iran’s accusations “about actual accounts in (the Albanian capital)
Tirana being used to promote regime-change propaganda emanating from (Washington,
D.C.)”, by highlighting the double standard of the Islamic Republic on a critical issue
such as cyber-warfare: while accusing exile opposition groups like the MEK of

involvement, Iran itself was already engaged in a massive cyber-warfare campaign.
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December 2018 brings the densest media coverage of Albaniaby Al Arabiyaduring
this period—Ilargely due to an event that made headlines in major global media outlets:
Albania’s expulsion of two Iranian diplomats. The coverage of this event in Al Arabiya
begins with an article dated December 20, 2018, titled “America supports Albanias
decision to expel Iranians. ‘We must unite’,” reporting that: “U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said on Thursday that the world must unite to impose sanctions on the Iranian
regime until it changes its destructive policies... In a tweet, Pompeo commended the
Albanian Prime Minister's decision to expel Iranians who planned terrorist attacks”.
Alongside the reaction of U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo regarding the incident,
the article also features the reaction of U.S. National Security Advisor John Bolton, who
“expressed U.S. support for Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama's decision to expel the
Iranian ambassador from his country, considering his action a testament to his and the

Albanian peopl€e's opposition to Iran's reckless behavior in Europe and the world”.
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As to the grounds for expulsion, Al Arabiya reported: “Albanian media indicated
that the matter related to Iran’s attempt to carry out a terrorist act during the match held
in Tirana between the Albanian and Isragli national teams two years ago during aWorld

Cup qualifier.”
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America supports Albania's decision to expel Iranians. " We must unite’
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The first article on 21 December 2018, posted at 01:02 a.m., titled “Trump thanks
Albanian PM for expelling Iranian diplomats,” stated: “U.S. President Donald Trump
expressed his gratitude to Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama for expelling two Iranian

diplomats from the country, accused of planning terrorist attacks”, adding: “According to
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the Associated Press, Trump said in aletter to the Albanian Prime Minister on Thursday:
We thank you for your steadfast efforts to stand up to Iran and confront its destabilizing
activities and its efforts to silence dissent around the world”. The article further reports
that the U.S. Embassy in Tirana posted the letter, dated 14 December, on its Facebook
page on Thursday, stating that the expulsion of the diplomats “reflects our joint effortsto
show the Iranian government that its terrorist activities in Europe and around the world
will have severe consequences”. The article then summarized reactions to the decision
from Iranian representatives on the one hand, and from MEK representatives on the other.

Thisisfollowed by abrief context, citing the NCRI:

Last April, Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama announced the foiling of aterrorist plot by
the clerical regime against the PMOI/MEK... In 2016 and 2017, the NCRI exposed the role
of Gholamhossein Mohammadnia, Iran's ambassador to Albania, and Mostafa Roudaki, the
head of the Iranian intelligence station in Albania, both senior officias in the Ministry of
Intelligence... Mohammadnia was the Ministry of Intelligence representative in the
delegation led by Foreign Minister Javad Zarif during the nuclear talks that led to the Iran
nuclear deal.

Thisisthefirst instance in which Al Arabiyaexplicitly refersto the JCPOA nuclear
deal, also known as the 5+1 agreement (the five permanent members of the UN Security

Council plus Germany), from which the United States withdrew in May 2018.

92



ANy i B e Lnplpihs  anpa TV asyas Ay o Mrgned  C jaan S

ABsaly Al Assgaudl LS|

¢1)jg sy p8ady wao g
wrawloghis ea ) Wildi
Uiyl

was b
A Sl

Trump thanks Albanian PM for expelling Iranian diplomats
20/12/2018; 01.02 am. ‘
https.//www.al arabiya. net/iran/2018/12/21/ sl sal-Camla sha-on ylal Lilill ) 5 5=t 5~ JSl-Cae i

At 02:34 a.m. the same date, Al Arabiya published another article titled “Albania
expels Iranian diplomats for threatening security”, reporting:

Albaniaannounced that it had expelled two Iranian diplomats on suspicion of illegal activities
that jeopardized the country's security,” and noting - via an Albanian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson quoted by the Associated Press “that the diplomats were expelled for ‘violating
their diplomatic status”. The article then situated the event within a broader European security
context, stating: “In recent months, Tehran's relations with various European capitals have
been strained, as aresult of accusations that I ranian diplomats were involved in bombing and
assassination attempts against its opponents... France and Denmark both claim to have foiled
plots by Iranian diplomats and security personnel to attack Tehran's opponents in their
countries... In this context, Germany arrested an Iranian diplomat in Bavaria who was
working in Austria. He is Assadollah Assadi, who is accused of supplying explosives to a
couple to attack a MEK rally in the suburbs of Paris last May... Denmark also arrested a
Norwegian citizen of Iranian origin suspected of attempting to assassinate members of the
Arab Struggle Movement for the Liberation of Ahwaz (ASMLA) in Denmark.
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Also, on 21 December 2018, the first reaction from Arab countries in the region
appeared in a 12: 36 p.m. article title “Bahrain welcomes Albania's decision to expel
Iranian diplomats”, reporting that Bahraini Ministry of Foreign Affairs “affirmed its
support for Albania's decision and expressed its hope for continued international efforts
to counter Iran's policies of supporting extremism and terrorism, and to compel Iran to
respect the principles of international relations, good-neighborly relations, the
sovereignty and independence of other countries, and non-interference in their interna

affairs, in order to preserve security and peace in the region and the world”.
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The second reaction from the region came from Saudi Arabia. It was reported by
Al Arabiya 22 December 2018 in an article titled “Saudi Arabia backing Albania's
decision to expel Iranian diplomats”, noting:

According to an official source at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia approved the measures taken by the Republic of Albania to expel two Iranian
diplomats, one of whom was the Iranian ambassador, for their involvement in terrorist
activities that harm the security of Albania... The source added that the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia has repeatedly emphasized the danger of Iran's support for terrorism and the need for
the international community respond firmly.
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Al Arabiya’s coverage of Albania in 2019 again opens with Saudi Arabia — this
time with a focus on developing bilateral cooperation. The 6 February 2019 article, “King
Salman witnesses signing of two cooperation agreements with Albania”, reports Albanian
Prime Minister Edi Rama’s visit to Riyadh and his meeting with King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud— the most important bilateral engagement between the two countries.

The article reports:

King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and the Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania, Edi
Rama, today witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding and two agreements
between the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Government of the
Republic of Albania... An agreement was aso signed to avoid double taxation and prevent
tax evasion with regard to taxes on income and capital. It was signed by the Saudi Minister
of Finance Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Jadaan, and by the Albanian Minister of Economy
and Finance Anila Dengj... A cooperation agreement in the field of air services was signed
by the Saudi Minister of Transport and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Genera
Authority of Civil Aviation, Nabil bin Mohammed Al-Amoudi, and the Albanian
Ambassador to the Kingdom, Sami Shiba.
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Following this article, on February 26, 2019, Al Arabiya published a cultural report
titled “In pictures: Donald Trump star of an art gallery in Albania”, sourced from AFP

covering an exhibition by Albanian painter Avni Delvina. The article notes: “The Donald’
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exhibitionin Tiranaincludes about 50 drawingsinspired by Trump, including one of U.S.
First Lady Melania Trump sitting in a pose similar to the Mona Lisa,” adding: “In much
of Albania, pro-American sentiment is widespread, and American flags are
commonplace... After Trump’s victory in the 2016 US presidential election, a town in
central Albania named a street in his honor”. It is worth noting here that cultural news
from Albania occupies very little space in Al Arabiya’s coverage during the study period

and isdrawn mainly from AFP, often with a sensational angle, asin this case.
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MEK related coverage returned in July 2019 with the movement’s high-profile
annua conference in Tirana. Attended by American and European political €lites, the
event reinforced Albania’s symbolic role in the opposition to the Iranian regime. The
presence of figures such as Rudy Giuliani and Maryam Ragjavi further amplified the

narrative of Albania as a beacon of democratic resistance.
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On 12 and 13 July 2019 Al Arabiya published three articles on the event: “Albania
hosts MEK conference in the presence of Trump lawyers” (12/07/2019; 10:22 a.m.),
“Albania... International figures support Iranians to topple regime” (12/07/2019; 09:24
p.m.), and “MEK calls for Iran to be restored from ‘Velayat-e faqih’” (13/07/2019).

In the 12 July 2019 article “International figures support Iranians to topple regime”,
Al Arabiyareports: “International political and parliamentary figures participating in the
annual conference of the Iranian opposition group Mujahedin-e Khalg (MEK), held inthe
Albanian capital, Tirana, on Friday, called for support for the Iranian peopl€'s movement
demanding the overthrow of the regime”. The article then cites excerpts from speeches,
starting with the most prominent speaker, Rudy Giuliani - lawyer for U.S. President
Donald Trump and former Mayor of New York - who stated in his address to the
conference that “the Iranian regime continues to oppress its people” and that “this
oppressive theocratic regime has committed crimes at home and abroad, and we must
help the Iranians transfer power”. The article continues: former U.S. Senator Joseph
Lieberman said that the world must not allow the Iranian regimeto continue its massacres,
repression; Matthew Offord, a Conservative MP in the British Parliament, declared in his
remarks that “the Iranian regime must be held accountable for its massacres and
repression”, urging Britain to adopt a “decisive policy toward the Iranian regime”. The
article also quotes Michele Alliot-Marie, a member of the European Parliament and
former French Minister of the Interior, who stated that “the Iranian people lead the
change, but the international community wants to help them achieve freedom”; and
General James Conway, the former commander of the U.S. Marinesin Irag, emphasized
that the correct policy is one that shortens the regime's lifespan — a goal that, he argued,

will be advanced by the current U.S. administration’s “maximum pressure policy against
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the Iranian regime”. The article also quotes Maryam Rajavi, MEK leader and NCRI
president, asserting that “the regime is mired in a crisis of warmongering, terrorism, and
international sanctions and is experiencing a period of collapse.”
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Albania... International figures support Iraniansto topple regime
12/07/2019 _
https://www.a arabiya.net/iran/2019/07/12/ Uil ey - i) ju¥)-ae 240 ga-Chlpadd- Lol

In the article of 13 July 2019, “MEK calls for Iran to be restored from ‘Velayat-e
faqih’”, Al Arabiya reports: “The Iranian opposition group, the Mujahedin-e Khalq
(MEK), held the second day of its annual conference in the Albanian capital, Tirana, on
Saturday. The conference was attended by political and parliamentary figures under the
slogan ‘We Will Reclaim Iran’ from the control of the Velayat-e Faqih regime”. The
article proceeds to quote several speakers, including former Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, who stated in his speech: “The Iranian regime has recently undertaken
military actions in the Gulf. We must confront it with uncompromising force” adding that
“there are no moderates in Iran”. The article then highlights the participation of two

Albanian political figures: Pandeli Majko, former Prime Minister of Albania, who said:
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“All parties, both government and opposition, welcome the presence of the Mujahedin-e
Khalq (MEK) on Albanian soil as guests”; and Fatmir Mehdiu, the head of Albanian
Republican Party, who “addressed the conference, confirming that Albania expelled the
Iranian ambassador last year due to his involvement in planning terrorist attacks against
the MEK”. The article concludes with excerpts from the speech of Salman Al-Ansari,
head of the Saudi-American Public Relations Committee, a nongovernmental
organization based in Washington, D.C., who stated: “The voice of the Iranian people,
with all their sects and ethnicities, cannot be silenced, as they are the most affected by the
policies of the mullahs’ regime” and added “this regime has supported the most terrorist
groups with money, weapons, and shelter, such as Al-Qaeda, the extremist Muslim
Brotherhood, Hezbollah, the Houthis, dozens of armed militias, and tens of thousands of

mercenaries and sleeper cellsin most countries around the world”.

ge31" 3l wraslas”
Aallg 3o 1l alaiust
agiall

MEK calls for Iran to be restored from ‘Velayat-e faqih’
13/07/2019
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Four months later, the issue of the MEK and Iran appears again in Al Arabiya’s
headlines with an article dated October 23, 2019, titled “Albania thwarts planned terror
operation devised in Iran”, sourced from AFP, which reports: “Police Chief Ardi Veliu
said on Wednesday that the externa wing of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps,
known as the Quds Force, operated an ‘active terrorist cell’ targeting MEK members in
Albania. He did not say what the plot involved or whether police had made any arrests”

adding that “another attack planned by Iranian government agents targeting MEK in

Albania was thwarted in March”.
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Albaniathwarts planned terror operation devised in Iran
23/10/2019 _
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On the domestic front, Albania faced a series of natural and social challenges,
including a significant earthquake in 2019 that displaced hundreds and tested emergency
response capacities. Despite these hardships, the media portrayed the population as

resilient, bolstered by international support and EU solidarity.
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The outcome of the Albanian earthquake... 105 injured and 100 aftershocks
Many Albanians in the capital, Tirana, and the coastal city of Durrés have not returned to
their homes after a 5.8-magnitude earthquake injured 105 people and destroyed hundreds of
homes... Prime Minister Edi Rama also said he had received phone calls from his Italian,
French, German, and other European counterparts offering assistance. Johannes Hahn, the
EU's Budget and Administration Commissioner and former enlargement official, tweeted,
"The EU immediately offered assistance".

22/09/2019
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A bizarre but widely covered incident involving a restaurant owner attacking
foreign tourists also sparked national debate around hospitality, reputation, and the rule
of law, prompting apologies from the highest levels of government and reflecting the

sensitivity of Albania’s international image.
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Video story of the strangest fight between a restaurant owner and celebrity customers
There's not just one video, but more than 10 of them, found on Y ouTube and social media,
in addition to what local and international mediaoutlets broadcast on their websites, covering
a strange incident between an Albanian restaurant owner and customers who were
disappointed with hisfood and service, and left, refusing to pay. However, Mihal Kokédhima,
51, defied them and took action that later reached a court, which held a specia hearing to
decide on the matter... Because of this, Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama himself took to
the stage, along with another minister, to apologize to those who had entered the restaurant
last Thursday for lunch overlooking a beach near the ancient fortress of Porto Palermo in the
far south. Albanian, and inside and outside, what happened was what happened...
21/08/2019
https://www.al arabiya.net/social -media/2019/08/21/-(5b 3 s-arba-ciabia- u-ddba- o 2 Y- sl diad

In contrast, 2020 and 2021 witnessed a decline in reporting. Only a handful of
articles appeared each year, with media attention shifting globally due to the COVID-19
pandemic. When Albaniawas mentioned, it wasin relation to Islamic affairs cooperation
or developmentsinvolving the Iranian opposition (Al Arabiya, 2020; 2021).

Questions of ethnic identity and nationalism resurfaced, notably through cultura
flashpoints like Dua Lipa’s “Greater Albania” post, which stirred debate across the
Balkans. This moment captured how digital diasporas and celebrity influence can reignite

sensitive historical tensions and amplify identity politics across borders.
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A British singer ignites the Balkans with a Tweet and a map... “Proud of my ethnicity”
22/07/2020
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In those headline trends, we also find lesser-known stories—like the rise in demand
for donkey milk as a natural remedy during COVID.
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Donkey'smilk... between corona prevention and cosmetics
18/12/2020 :
https://www.al arabiya.net/l ast-page/2020/12/18/s s M-Jha- a-Lilll- & jesdl-culs- Je -3l jie-JL8l-

In the article of October 25, 2021, titled “Minister of Islamic Affairs Visits Albania

to Enhance Cooperation by Spreading Moderation”, Al Arabiya reports:
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The Minister of Islamic Affairs, Dawah and Guidance of Saudi Arabia, Dr. Abdullatif Al-
Sheikh, stressed that his visit to the Republic of Albania comes in implementation of the
directives of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques and His Highness the Crown Prince,
who emphasize the importance of strengthening communication with scholars and workers
in the fields of Idlamic work to spread moderate Islam, pointing out that it comes as a
culmination of strong relations with the Republic of Albania, which are based on the desire
to strengthen partnership in cooperation in the field of serving Islam, spreading the approach
of moderation and confronting extremism and extremism... The Head of the ‘Muslim
Community of Albania’ praised the pioneering work undertaken by the Saudi government in
serving Islam and Muslims everywhere, especially in Europe and among Muslim minorities.
He extended his sincere thanks to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud, and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince - may God protect them - for
thegreat material and moral support provided by the Kingdom to Muslimsin Albaniathrough
the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre and the Saudi Fund for Development.
He asked God to place this in the balance of their good deeds and to continue the progress,
advancement and prosperity of the Kingdom.
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TheMinister of |slamic AffairsVisits Albania to Enhance Cooper ation by Spreading
M oder ation
25/10/2021
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By this time, Albania had become a key base for Iranian opposition movements,
particularly the MEK, with events such as the Free Iran 2021 conference and the Hamid
Nouri trial drawing international attention. These moments highlighted Albania’s
transformation into a hub for exiled political resistance and internationa legal
advocacy—a shift that reflects deegper alignments with Western democratic actors and

values.
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Thus, in the July 11, 2021 article titled "Iranian opposition conference in Albania
discusses regime survival crisis', Al Arabiyareports:

The People's Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI/MEK) opened its annual genera
conference on Saturday with sharp criticism of Iranian President-elect Ebrahim Raisi",
adding "The annual conference of the Iranian opposition continues in Albania on Sunday,
with the participation of international political figures via video conference, most notably
former US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo... Pompeo said in a video address that Raisi will
play the role of Khamenei's "heir," reiterating the demand to hold him accountable for the
"massacres”" of 1988, adding that the regime is at its weakest point in decades... Pompeo
warned Europe against negotiating with Raisi, saying that Any dealing with Rais would be
like dealing with a mass murderer." ... Prominent speakers at the three-day conference
include former British Parliament Speaker John Bercow, former Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, and former French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner.
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Iranian opposition conference in Albania discussesregime survival crisis
11/07/2021 :
https://www.a arabiya.net/iran/2021/07/11/aUaill-elis-A 5l-Cray- Ll 83350 YA jlaall- jaise

In the article dated 10 November 2021, titled “The massacre of 1988 in Iran... Nouri

trial moved to Albania for two weeks”, Al Arabiya reports: “The trial of Hamid Nouri,
one of the perpetrators of the 1988 massacre of prisonersin Iran, is scheduled to move to
the city of Durrés, Albania, today, Wednesday, to hear witnesses from the Iranian ‘MEK”’

(People’s Mujahedin Organization of Iran), for a period of two weeks”. Regarding the
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1988 massacre, Al Arabiya reports: “During this massacre, 30,000 political prisoners,
most of them members of the Mujahedin-e Khalq Organization (MEK), were executed
based on afatwafrom then-Supreme Leader Ruhollah Khomeini”. Explaining the reason
for relocating Nouri’s trial to Albania, Al Arabiya adds: “The Swedish court trying Nouri
will hear the testimony of seven members of the MEK present at Camp Ashraf 3 in the
Albanian town of Manza, as key witnesses to the massacre... These witnesses spent many
years in various Iranian prisons, particularly ‘Gohardasht’ Prison, and witnessed Hamid
Nouri’s crimes during the 1988 massacre.” It further notes: “The court trying Nouri
explained that the move from Sweden to Albania was due to the special importance of
the testimony of these seven individuals’ testimony.”
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Themassacre of 1988 in Iran... Nuri trial moved to Albaniafor two weeks
10/1ﬂ2021 ‘
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The most pronounced surge in media attention occurred in 2022, with 20 separate
articles published. This sharp increase was directly linked to a maor cyberattack

attributed to Iran, which targeted Albania’s national infrastructure and resulted in the
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severing of diplomatic ties between the two countries (Al Arabiya, 2022). The incident
garnered strong condemnation from the United Sates, NATO, and several Gulf states,
including Saudi Arabia, and led to a wave of coverage related to cybersecurity, regional
security, and digital warfare. Albania was portrayed as both a victim of state-sponsored
cyber aggression and a strategic partner in Western-led efforts to counter Iranian
influence.

Based on the articles published mainly between July-September 2022, the dominant
narrative regarding Albania's geopolitical positioning centers around asharp deterioration
in its diplomatic relations with Iran, amidst a growing cyber-conflict. The cyberattack on
July 15, attributed to Iranian state-sponsored actors, targeted Albanian government digital
infrastructre with the aim of paralyzing public servicesand undermining national security.
Following a comprehensive investigation supported by the U.S. and NATO, Prime
Minister Edi Rama announced the severance of diplomatic ties with Tehran—a rare
international precedent prompted solely by a cyberattack (Albania National News
Agency, 2022). The government's swift decision was justified by what Rama described
as unequivocal evidence of Iran's orchestration and sponsorship of the attack, aimed at
disrupting a scheduled opposition group conference involving the Iranian dissident
organization, Mujahedin-e-Khalq (MEK), based in Albania since 2013.

The cyber offensive triggered a wave of reactions. The United States imposed
targeted sanctions on Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence and Security and its minister, Esmail
Khatib, citing their role in "cyber espionage and ransomware attacks' (U.S. Treasury
Department, 2022). NATO and the European Union issued statements in solidarity with
Albania, condemning the attacks and pledging support for strengthening Albania’s cyber

defence capabilities. The NATO Council even hinted at the potential invocation of Article
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5, underscoring the severity with which the attack was perceived (NATO Council, 2022).
Moreover, the case became a platform for broader critiques of Iran’s international cyber
behaviour. Microsoft and Mandiant reports detailed how the cyberattacks were part of
Iran’s longer-term campaign involving groups like "Phosphorus’ and "Muddy Water,"
which have been engaged in global cyber operations since 2018. These groups employed
ransomware and espionage tactics targeting not only Albania but also other Western
institutions (Microsoft Threat Intelligence, 2022).

These developments, beginning in July 2022, were accompanied by dense Al
Arabiya coverage, peaking between 7-12 September 2022 with twelve separate items.
Given the significance of the episode—Albania’s first break in diplomatic relations with
another state since the fall of communism in 1990—the following section presents a

timeline of articles related to these events from July to December 2022.
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After an American warning... Albania cancelsan Iranian opposition conference
The Albanian government has postponed the Free Iran conference, scheduled to be held in
the capital on July 23 and 24, until further notice due to security concerns. The US Embassy
in Albaniawarned members of the US Congress and some former ministers who had arrived
in Tirana of a potential threat targeting the annual Iranian opposition conference...
Furthermore, the Albanian Anti-Corruption and Organized Crime Agency raided the homes
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of former MEK members residing in Albania last week on suspicion of espionage for Iran,
following reports that they had been conducting espionage operations for the Iranian regime.
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US company suspects Iran involved in Albania cyber attack

A leading US cybersecurity firm revealed on Thursday that a cyberattack that temporarily
shut down several Albanian government digital services and websitesin mid-July was likely
the work of pro-lranian hackers seeking to disrupt a conference of an Iranian opposition
group in Albania... In its report, ‘Mandiant” expressed "reasonable confidence" that the
perpetrators of the cyberattack carried out the attack in support of Tehran's anti-dissident
efforts, based on severa factors, including the timing, the content of the social media channel
used to claim responsibility, and similaritiesin the malware's code to those long used to target

Persian and Arabic speakers.
04/08/2022
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After acyber-attack... Albania severstieswith Iran

Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama announced on Wednesday that his country had decided
to sever diplomatic relations with Tehran and ordered the departure of Iranian diplomats and
embassy staff within 24 hours, following an investigation into a cyberattack last July... He
aso accused Tehran of being behind a "massive cyberattack against the Albanian
government's digital infrastructure, aimed at destroying it" on July 15, adding that "a
thorough investigation has provided us with unequivocal evidence" that the attacks were
"planned and sponsored" by Tehran... It is noteworthy that since 2013, Albania has agreed
to receive members of the Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK) in exile, at the request of Washington
and the United Nations, which Tehran considers a "terrorist” group.
07/09/2022
https.//www.al arabiya.net/iran/2022/09/07/Ae Lu-24-J3a- 338 jobias- il ¥ 1-Cpale shall- yali- Ll
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Albanian MP: We have evidence confirming Iran'sinvolvement in the cyber attack
An Albanian MP confirmed to Al Arabiya on Wednesday that his country has evidence of
Iran's involvement in the cyber-attack, confirming that Albanian security services have
identified the Iranian groupsthat carried out the cyber-attack... He said that the Iranian cyber-
attack was aimed at destroying Albanias digital infrastructure, adding that "the Iranian
regime is disturbed by our country's positions against it," calling on Iran to change its
behavior and support for terrorism worldwide... Meanwhile, Britain announced on
Wednesday that its National Cyber Security Centre had identified elements linked to the
Iranian state as "almost certainly” responsible for a cyber-attack targeting the Albanian
government in July... British Foreign Secretary James Cleverly said in a statement, "Iran's
reckless actions have shown a blatant disregard for the Albanian people and have severely
restricted their access to essential public services. Britain supports our valued partner and
NATO ally. We join Albania and other allies in exposing Iran's unacceptable actions."...
Albania severed diplomatic ties with Iran on Wednesday and expelled its diplomats after a
July cyberattack it blamed on Iran, a move supported by Washington, which vowed to
retaliate for the attack on its NATO ally.

07/09/2022
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Iranian diplomats destr oy documents before leaving Albania
Iranian diplomats burned documents early Thursday morning, hours before leaving Albania,
after it severed diplomatic relations with Iran, accusing the Islamic Republic of launching a
cyberattack in July... A Reuters witness saw a man inside the embassy throwing papers into
arusty barrel, asflames it up the walls of the three-story embassy... Washington, Albania's
closest ally, aso blamed Iran for the attack and promised to "take further action to hold Iran
accountable for actionsthat threaten the security of a U.S. ally."... National Security Council
spokeswoman Adrienne Watson said in a statement that NATO allies would make their own
sovereign decisions, including the possible invocation of Article 5 of the North Atlantic
Treaty... Article 5 stipulates that any armed attack against one or more members of the
alliance, whether in Europe or North America, is an attack against al.
08/09/2022
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After thelranian cyber-attack... NATO supports Albania
NATO members on Thursday condemned the recent cyberattack targeting Albania, which
the governments of Washington and Tirana blamed on Iran... The NATO Council, which
includes representatives of the alliance's 30 member states, said in a statement, "We strongly
condemn such malicious cyber activities aimed at destabilizing an ally, harming its security,
and disrupting the daily lives of citizens."... He added, "NATO and its allies are supporting
Albania in strengthening its cyber defense capabilities to resist and repel such malicious
cyber activitiesin the future”.
08/09/2022
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Senator Menendez: Iran must be punished for itsattack on Albania
In light of the Iranian regime's widespread cyberattacks on Albania and the latter's severing
of al ties with the Tehran regime, Democratic Senator Bob Menendez, chairman of the US
House Foreign Affairs Committee, said, "lran's cyberattacks against Albania must be viewed
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in abroader context, not asisolated incidents.” ... He continued, "Iran is using this offensive

tactic to support its patterns of coercion, pressure, and aggression. Thisis unacceptable and
cannot go unchecked."
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Saudi Arabia condemnsterrorist cyber-attacks against Albania
The Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressed the Kingdom's condemnation on Friday of
the "cyberterrorist attacks" that targeted Albania's digital infrastructure... In this context,
Saudi Arabia stressed the importance of strengthening and coordinating international efforts
to maintain peace in cyberspace, developing specialized capabilities to ensure continued
efforts to counter cyber threats, and taking decisive action to combat these threats.
09/09/2022
https.//www.al arabiya.net/saudi -today/2022/09/09/tlli- sca-dala Y14l jull-cilaagll-cpindas sl
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U.S. imposes sanctionson Iran over cyberattack on Albania

The United States announced sanctions on Friday against Iran's Ministry of Intelligence and
Security and its Minister, Esmail Khatib, for their connection to an unprecedented
cyberattack targeting Albania and their involvement in cyber intrusion activities against the
United States and its allies... US Deputy Treasury Secretary Brian Nelson stated, "lran's
cyberattack on Albania disregards the norms of responsible state behavior in peacetime
cyberspace, which include refraining from harming critical infrastructure that provides
services to the public."... In addition to targeting facilities and infrastructure, the hackers
were responsible for leaking documents from the Tirana government and personal data on
Albanian citizens... "Wewill not allow increasingly aggressive Iranian cyberattacksto target
the United States, our allies, and our partners,” Nelson said.

09/09/2022 ‘
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Iran condemns US sanctions over cyberattack on Albania
Tehran condemned on Saturday the new sanctions imposed by the United States on the
Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Security (MOIS) for allegedly being behind acyberattack
on Albania in July... Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani expressed the
ministry's"strong condemnation of the US Treasury Department's move to repeatedly impose
sanctions on the Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Security and its minister,” Esmail
Khatib... Kanaani said that the US's rush to take action against Iran "by resorting to the same
false and unproven accusation clearly demonstrates that the architect of this scenario is not
the Albanian government, but the US government."... Relations between Tehran and Tirana
have been strained for years due to Albanias hosting of the Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK), a
group designated as a "terrorist organization" by the Ilamic Republic, which it accuses of
being behind numerous attacks and bombings.
10/09/2022
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Micr osoft exposesthe crimes of the Iranian hacking group " Phosphorus'
Following Iran's cyberattack on Albania, which cost Tehran its reputation by severing ties
with Tirana and imposing new sanctions on the United States, attention has turned to Iran's
cyberattack activities. In this context, Microsoft's Cyber Threat Team published a report on
ransomware attacks or cyber extortion carried out by an Iranian-affiliated hacking group...
In this context, Microsoft detected aransomware attack known as"DEV-0270," which traces
itsoriginsto the Phosphorus hacking group, an Iranian-affiliated hacking group... DEV-0270
isahigh-severity vulnerability that allows hackersto encrypt and control avictim'sdatausing
Windows BitLocker, a Windows feature that enables users to encrypt data on drives using
128- or 256-bit keys. Extortion Came from Karaj, West of Tehran... The hacking group
known as Phosphorus is a branch of the Iranian regime-backed Advanced Persistent Threat
(APT) group. Microsoft has previously reported on the malicious activities of thisextortionist
group several times... The group carried out similar attacks last year, collecting data from
more than 900 serversin the United States, Europe, and Isragl. To do this, they exploited the
CVE-2018-13379 vulnerability in the Fortinet FortiOS SSL VPN product using BitLocker
and encrypted it.

10/09/2022
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Albania announces second cyberattack from Iran

The Albanian Ministry of Interior announced on Saturday that one of its border systems had
been subjected to a cyberattack by the same Iranian source that launched a previous attack
that prompted the country to sever diplomatic relations with Iran... Prime Minister Edi Rama
tweeted on Saturday, "Another cyberattack by the same aggressors, already detected and
denounced by Albanias alies and friendly countries, was seen last night on the
comprehensive information management system," adding that officials were coordinating
defense action with allies.
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Senator Earnest: Biden administration did not impose deterrent sanctions against Iran

US Republican Senator Joni Ernst condemned the Iranian regimefor itsrepeated cyberattacks
on Albania. She tweeted, "I strongly condemn the Iranian cyberattack on our NATO ally,
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Albania."... She continued, "The Biden administration's reluctance to impose tougher
sanctions on Iran has done nothing to deter the regime from continuing to attack our partners
and allies".
10/09/2022
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Who arethe IRGC cyber commander s? Exciting details
Following the cyberattack on Albania last July, Tirana severed diplomatic relations with
Tehran, and the United States imposed sanctions on the Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and
Security and its Minister, Esmail Khatib... It turns out that these attacks were carried out by
four lranian-backed hacker groups, some of which were operated outside Iran's borders,
according to a report published by Microsoft... These groups also used access previously
used by the "Eurobeam” hacker group affiliated with the Ministry of Intelligence and carried
out several cyberattacks over a period of more than a year... According to Microsoft, Iran
carried out the recent attacks in response to severe cyberattacks against it. On July 25, the
Iranian Ministry of Intelligence announced increased cooperation with the IRGC's
Intelligence Organization. Recent repeated cyberattacks appear to have led to this
cooperation... Last year, a cyber group hacked Tirana Airport in a project called "Sayyad."...
12/09/2022
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Lapid: Iran posesa common threat to both I srael and Albania
Isragli Prime Minister's Yair Lapid spokesman, confirmed that Iran poses a™common threat”
to both Israel and Albania, adding that Tel Aviv will provide all possible assistance in the
effort against Tehran... Ofir Gendelman also announced via his Twitter account on Sunday
that Lapid met with his Albanian counterpart, Edi Rama, and agreed to cooperate between
the two countries in the cyberspace to confront Iranian cyberattacks... Albanian Prime
Minister Edi Rama arrived in Isragl earlier on Sunday for an official visit that included a
meeting with Israeli cyber defense officials, according to astatement from the I sragli Foreign

Ministry.
23/10/2022
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10yearsin prison for an Iranian convicted of "terrorism" in Albania
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Albanias Specia Court for Combating Corruption and Organized Crime found Bijan
Poladrag guilty of financing terrorism and membership in a terrorist organization... Poladrag
denies the charges and has theright to appeal... He was arrested two years ago on suspicion
of spying on members of the Mujahedin-e Khalq (M EK), the Iranian opposition group whose
approximately 3,000 memberslivein exilein Albania
15/12/2022
https.//www.al arabiya.net/iran/2022/12/15/ - -l 1ol S Y-l sine-10-Cand)

Reading the articles of Al Arabiyaof this period, one may observe that Al Arabiya
no longer cites statements from the NCRI or the MEK; in other words, the NCRI and
MEK are no longer treated as primary sources. The reports carry only Al Arabiya’s
newsroom by-line or cite international news agencies such as AFP. Likewise, the articles
no longer adopt an enthusiastic tone toward the MEK, which isno longer described as the
Iranian opposition in exile; indeed, in some pieces—such as “After a cyber-attack.
Albania severs ties with Iran Albanian”—it is stated that “it is noteworthy that since 2013,
Albania has agreed to receive members of the Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK) in exile, at the
request of Washington and the United Nations, which Tehran considers a ‘terrorist’
group.” Despite the prevailing scepticism toward Iran, with the advent of the Biden
administration on 20 January 2021 efforts began to revive the JCPOA, and in particular
to bring the United States back into the agreement. This may also explain why, at the
MEK’s annual conference in July 2021, the most prominent figure was former Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo, while there was no participation by any Democratic figure from
U.S. politics or from the Biden administration. Similarly, in the U.S. Embassy’s statement
on the cancellation of the 2022 MEK annual conference, the protection of U.S. citizens’
security is mentioned, but no details are given about the conference itself and no political
statements are made. This suggeststhat by 2022 the MEK had already lost its significance
as the Iranian opposition, as had the thesis of regime change in Iran; consequently, in Al

Arabiya’s coverage of Albania, calls for regime change in Iran disappear.
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It is noteworthy that in the article “After an American warning... Albania cancels
an Iranian opposition conference,” Al Arabiya writes: “the Albanian Anti-Corruption and
Organized Crime Agency raided the homes of former MEK membersresiding in Albania
last week on suspicion of espionage for Iran, following reports that they had been
conducting espionage operations for the Iranian regime.” The fact that MEK members
are accused of spying for Iran—even against the MEK in Albania—casts doubt on the
organization’s cohesion and thus on its credibility. This indicates that, as in the United
States, Gulf Arab countries such as Saudi Arabia no longer support the MEK as the
Iranian opposition or as an aternative for regime change in Iran—the organization is
losing its relevance. Even though the United States did not rejoin the JCPOA and the
cyberattack against Albaniawas followed by the reimposition of sanctions on Iran—now
led by hard-liner President Ebrahim Raisi—calls for regime change in Iran diminished
and nearly disappeared. One year later, in March 2023, Iran and Saudi Arabia agreed—
through Chinese mediation—to restore diplomatic relations. From late 2022 onward,
MEK- and Iran-related themes vanish entirely from Al Arabiya’s coverage of Albania,
while the principal themes become the development of Albania’s relations with Middle
Eastern countries, especially Saudi Arabia, or Albania’s EU integration—a trend that
continues through 2023-2024.

Indeed, Albania’s relations with Middle Eastern states—which began to gain new
momentum following Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama’s meeting with Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman bin Abdulaziz—had, by mid-2022, started to translate into concrete projects
and investments worth hundreds of millions of dollars. Thus, in an article of July 28,

2022, Al Arabiyareports:

Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama said that the Saudi Public Investment Fund is exploring
investment opportunities in Albania worth between $200 and $300 million... During an
expanded meeting with Saudi Crown Prince and Deputy Prime Minister Mohammed bin
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Saman bin Abdulaziz in the Greek capital, Athens, on Wednesday, he expressed his
appreciation for the Kingdom's decision to provide $50 million in support to the Republic of
Albania... During the meeting, the two sides reviewed the friendship and mutual respect
between the two countries and brotherly peoples. They also discussed strengthening bilateral
cooperation in various fields and ways to support and develop them. Regional and
international developments and the efforts being made in this regard were also discussed,
according to the Saudi Press Agency (SPA)... The meeting addressed ways to strengthen the
economic partnership between the two brotherly countries, and intensifying cooperation
between the Kingdom and Albaniain the palitical sphere, increasing mutual investments, and
bilateral coordination on regional and international issues of common interest.
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Saudi Arabia's Public Investment Fund discusses 300 million investment opportunitiesin
Albania
28/07/2022
https://www.al arabiya.net/aswag/economy/2022/07/28/- e A-Can-s3 gl -Aalall-c) HLiuy)- G sria
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The 2022 coverage also reflected a broader regional dynamic. The European Union
sought to deepen its engagement with the Western Balkans, driven in part by concerns
about Russian and Chinese influence and reinforced by the urgency instilled by the war
in Ukraine. During the EU-Western Balkans summit in Tirana in December, Albania’s
strategic value as a secure and stable partner was highlighted (European Council, 2022).

Al Arabiya covered this event with an extended article, titled ‘EU seeks closer ties
with Balkans against Moscow’, in which it reports:
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European Union leaders affirmed their determination to revitalize relations with the Western Balkan
countries on Tuesday in Tirana, which have become even more essential in light of the war in Ukraine,
at a summit between the two groups in Tirana... "The future of our children will be more secure and
prosperous with the accession of the Western Balkan countries to the European Union. We are working
hard to achieve progress," European Council President CharlesMichel said upon arriving at the summit,
thefirst of itskind to be held in acountry in the region... For her part, European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen stressed that the process of accession of the Western Balkan countries to the
European Union has recently gained "new momentum.”... Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte said: "In
the face of Russian aggression against Ukraine, we must stay together and work together."... Last July,
the EU finally began accession negotiations with North Macedonia and Albania (candidates since 2005
and 2014, respectively). Similar talks have also been underway for years with Montenegro and Serbia.
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In summary, 2022 marked a critical turning point for Albania’s national security
discourse. The convergence of cyber threats, espionage allegations, and regional
diplomatic maneuvering positioned Albania not only as afrontline state in anew kind of
asymmetric warfare but also as an increasingly important aly within Western strategic
frameworks. The year’s Al-Arabiya’s narrative solidified Albania’s commitment to
digital sovereignty, Euro-Atlantic integration, and firm opposition to foreign malign

influence.
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In the period 2023-2024, there is a decline in the number of articles related to
Albaniain Al Arabiya, with only nine articles published (excluding sports news). The
themes of these articles shifted away from security concerns and instead were focused on
domestic energy achievements, bilatera relations with Middle Eastern countries,
particularly Saudi Arabia, the growing interest in tourism investments, and similar issues.
The main topics that Al Arabiya highlighted during this period were the economy,
tourism, and foreign investments. The only article not connected to these topics concerned
amaritime incident involving the seizure of a Russian oil tanker (Al Arabiya, 2023).

Below, | provide atimeline summary of these articles for the period 2023-2024.
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Albania seizes Russian oil tanker. It arrests 22 of itscrew
Albanian police have seized a tanker carrying 22,000 tons of oil, presumably from Russia,
citing a European Union embargo, the Vechernje Novosti newspaper reported... Quoting
Albanian police, the newspaper reported that the Liberian-flagged tanker was detained in the
Albanian port of Durres and had |eft Azerbaijan loaded with oil from another tanker in the
Greek port of Kalamata. Twenty-two crew members were arrested and an investigation was
opened... The EU embargo on seaborne oil supplies from Russia came into effect on
December 5, 2022, and the G7 countries, the EU, and Australia imposed a price cap on
Russian oil supplied by sea at $60 per barrel.
22/02/2023
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https://www.alarabiya.net/arab-and-world/2023/02/22/ألبانيا-تحتجز-ناقلة-نفط-روسية-وتعتقل-22-من-طاقمها
https://www.alarabiya.net/arab-and-world/2023/02/22/ألبانيا-تحتجز-ناقلة-نفط-روسية-وتعتقل-22-من-طاقمها
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Balluku" for Al-Arabiya: Albania produces 100% of its energy through renewable sour ces
In an interview with the program "The Future of Energy"* the Minister of Infrastructure and
Energy of the Republic of Albania, Belinda Baluku, said that Albaniais acase study for al of
Europe because it produces 100% of its energy from renewable energy sources, so we have
not experienced any problems due to Russian gas... Baluku added that ““despite our complete
reliance on renewabl e energy, we have become exposed to global energy markets, forcing us
to import about 20% of the country's needs... We have an ambitious god: to increase our
production capacity by about 4 terawatts by 2030... Renewable energy may seem like apopular
approach, but we are pursuing it to achieve energy security in our country..." She explained
that the key element for success is the harmony between public and private sector projects. A
simple example of thisis that in 2022, we secured 1.7 gigawatts of investment in renewable
energy from the private sector, with an economic impact of €1.1 billion. We expect this
investment to reach more than €20 billion by 2030.

02/03/2023
https.//www.al arabiya.net/aswag/special -stories/2023/03/02/- 1 00-ziii- il -ay yell- oS -
%D 8%IC-s21n%- ylas- ye -Lgila-

3 "The Future of Energy" (arab.: ‘4l J:&ius’): an Al Arabiya program focused on "The Future of Energy"
with featured discussions and reporting on Saudi Arabia's transition to clean energy, particularly under its
Vision 2030 framework, highlighting investments in solar and wind power, green hydrogen production,
and energy efficiency initiatives to reduce carbon emissions.
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Italian Prime Minister Offersto Pay Restaurant Bill in Albania... HeresWhy
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, who visited Albania for the summer vacation like
many of her fellow citizens, confirmed that a local restaurant owner took his money after a
group of Italians ran away without paying the bill... Meloni and her family spent afew days
in Albania this week as guests of Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama, whose country is
experiencing atourism boom this summer asvisitors flock to its white-sand beaches and take
advantage of its lower prices compared to the rest of Europe... Ramatold the Italian daily
‘La Stampa’ that when news spread that some Italians had run away without paying at a
restaurant in the central city of Berat, Meloni stepped in to help... Rama quoted Meloni as
telling the Italian ambassador to Albania, "Please go and pay thebill for theseidiots'... Rama
said in atelevision interview last week that Albaniaexpectsto receive nearly 500,000 visitors
from Italy thisyear.
18/07/2023
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/travel-and-tourism/2023/08/18/رئيسة-وزراء-ايطاليا-تعرض-دفع-فاتورة-لمطعم-في-ألبانيا-لهذا-السبب
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/travel-and-tourism/2023/08/18/رئيسة-وزراء-ايطاليا-تعرض-دفع-فاتورة-لمطعم-في-ألبانيا-لهذا-السبب

Cartoprads ol ML Slighe  Wapiml et TVaue C Ay Mgt duphal AR el

Aty |
26g7 Cllnid) A ol
ASub 20 Anlali 41530
v S slid Aspn
Lilui go byl

Ty gpend LD e gl 450 ool
Ty

s b ey

gl | - A

Telecom Egypt signsa memorandum of under standing with a Hungarian company
to build a submarine cable to connect with Albania.
The Egyptian Ministry of Communications and Information Technology said in a statement
that the cable will extend from Albania to Eastern and Central Europe, with ready-made
branches to connect other points along the route... The statement quoted Mohamed Nasr,
Managing Director and CEO of Telecom Egypt, as saying that the move "paves the way for
the addition of anew anchor point and gateway to Europein Albania, adding flexibility and
directing traffic from Africa and Asia to the main telecommunications hubs in Eastern and
Central Europe," according to the Arab World News Agency.
04/10/2023
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/companies/2023/10/04/المصرية-للاتصالات-توقع-مذكرة-تفاهم-مع-شركة-مجرية-لبناء-كابل-بحرى-بين-مصر-وألبانيا
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/companies/2023/10/04/المصرية-للاتصالات-توقع-مذكرة-تفاهم-مع-شركة-مجرية-لبناء-كابل-بحرى-بين-مصر-وألبانيا
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The President of Albania: | promise the Saudisto protect their investmentsin my country.
President of the Republic of Albania, Bayram Begaj, called on Saudi investors to invest in
his country and take advantage of its incentives and investment laws. He promised to be the
personal guardian and guarantor of their investments in Albania... This came during his
meeting today in the capital, Tirana, with a delegation from the Federation of Saudi
Chambers, headed by Hassan Al-Huwaizi, President of the Federation, and accompanied by
a number of investors and representatives of several government and private entities...
Furthermore, the volume of trade exchange between Riyadh and Tirana in 2022 reached
approximately 62 million riyas (more than 14 million euro), with Saudi exports reaching
approximately 4 million riyals, while imports to the Kingdom amounted to approximately 58
million riyals. Establishment of a Saudi-Albanian Business Council... Hassan Al-Huwaizi,
Chairman of the Federation of Saudi Chambers, emphasized that Saudi Vision 2030 has
propelled Riyadh to theforefront of the global economy while strengthening the Saudi private
sector. He announced the establishment of ajoint Saudi-Albanian Business Council...

02/03/2024
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https://www.alarabiya.net/saudi-today/2024/03/02/الرئيس-الألباني-أعد-السعوديين-بحراسة-استثماراتهم-في-بلادي-
https://www.alarabiya.net/saudi-today/2024/03/02/الرئيس-الألباني-أعد-السعوديين-بحراسة-استثماراتهم-في-بلادي-
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Albanian Prime Minister: Saudiswill be exempt from entry visas starting next week
The Saudi-Albanian Business Forum was held yesterday in the Albanian capital, Tirana, with
the participation of more than 250 officias, investors, and representatives of government and
private entities from both countries. The forum witnessed the signing of an agreement
between the Federation of Saudi Chambers and the Federation of Albanian Chambers of
Commerce to establish a joint Saudi-Albanian Business Council, establishing a new
economic partnership between the two countries... The forum was attended by the Saudi
Ambassador to Albania, Faisal Hafzi, and the Albanian Ministers of Economy,
Entrepreneurship, and Agriculture... The forum highlighted the investment opportunities and
environment in the Kingdom, the Republic of Albania, and featured presentations on “Invest
in Saudi Arabia” from the Ministry of Investment, “Made in Saudi Arabia” from the Saudi
Export Development Authority, and a presentation on the services of the Saudi Export-Import
Bank.

02/03/2024
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Luxury apartments on a sensitive military base... Jared Kushner investsin Serbia
Jared Kushner, former US President Donald Trump's son-in-law and White House advisor,
confirmed on Saturday hisintention to invest in luxury real estatein Serbiaand Albania, after
a Serbian MP revealed details of the project in Belgrade and following information reported
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in an article in the New York Times... As for Albania, one of the projects includes
transforming its island of Sazan into a luxury tourist destination... This island, located at the
entrance to the Gulf of Vlora (southwest), was Albania's most secretive military base during
the communist regime (1945-1990)... The Albanian Ministry of Tourism stated in a
statement on Saturday that the investor expressed hisinterest in devel oping a"tourism project
on Sazan Island” to the Investment and Development Agency.

17/03/2024
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Mohammed Alsdini isin Albaniato talk about the country's strangerelationship with the
former Soviet Union
This country was no less isolated than North Korea and Turkmenistan. We are talking about
Albania, which went through severe phases of communism, socialism, and isolation. How
were the people of this Mediterranean country with its warm climate forced into such a cold
environment? What was its strange relationship with the former Soviet Union? How did it
transition to a new phase of openness and tourism? Mohammed Al-Salini wanders through
Tirana, the capital, and finds himself in its streets, among the pyramids and shelters,
discovering their secrets. The details of the land and buildings here bear witness to the story.
Mohammed Al-Salini navigates it, visits the popular market to buy some necessities, and
then has atraditional dinner for a happy ending.
31/06/2024
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https://www.alarabiya.net/programs/alrehla/2024/07/31/محمد-السليني-في-ألبانيا-للتحدث-عن-علاقة-البلاد-الغريبة-بالاتحاد-السوفييتي-سابق
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Ivanka Trump dreams of luxury resorts on a secluded Albanian island
Benito Mussolini fell in love with it and built a house there. Enver Hoxha made it amilitary
base cut off from the world. Today, Ivanka Trump wants to transform the Albanian island of
Sazan into a fortress for millionaires, complete with luxurious villas and breathtaking
views... It's a piece of history that the daughter of Republican presidential candidate Donald
Trump is preparing to transform into a luxury resort with dozens of villas amidst the Sazan
rocks, if the project seesthe light of day with the blessing of the Albanian government, which
has made tourism a cornerstone of the country's development... The daughter of the former
US president and 2024 presidential candidate said: "Just bringing materials to the isand is
difficult, but we will do it with the help of the best architects."

09/08/2024
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In summary, Al Arabiya’s portrayal of Albaniaover the past decade has been event-
driven and heavily shaped by external geopolitical dynamics. Albania’s media presence
intensified in response to Iran-related incidents, particularly those involving
cybersecurity threats, diplomatic tensions, and the activities of the Iranian opposition in
exile. Thus, Albaniais framed as a strategic node in the broader Middle Eastern security
narrative, primarily when itsinterests align with those of Gulf states and \Western powers.

Over the course of adecade, Al Arabiya’s coverage has crafted a multidimensional
narrative about Albania, positioning it as a symbolic and strategic node in the broader

Arab struggle against Iranian expansionism, while also highlighting its evolving identity
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as a modern, Western-aligned, and economically open society. The articles balance
security, ideology, and economic themes, weaving them into a cohesive story with deep
resonance for Arab readers.

The economic dimension, while not dominant, complements the strategic
narrative. Albaniais portrayed as open to Gulf tourists and investors, with visa waivers,
luxury travel interest, and shared markets. These elements paint a picture of a country
that is not just geopoliticaly aligned, but also economically accessible and culturally
welcoming to Arabs. It hints at a future partnership potential between Albania and the

Gulf—not just politically, but commercially and socially.

135



VI.PORTRAYAL OF ALBANIA IN THE ISRALI MEDIA - THE
CASE OF YNET

This chapter examines how Y net portrays Albania and asks what that portrayal reveas
about the broader security and identity narratives circulating in mainstream Israeli media.

The chapter proceeds in three parts. The first part synthesizes the foreign policy of
Israel. The second part outlines the bilateral relationship between Albania and Isradl,
including diplomatic milestones, legal frameworks, and growing cooperation in areas
such as education, tourism, health, and cybersecurity—yproviding the relational context
within which coverage is produced and consumed. The third part offers a year-by-year
analysis of Ynet’s coverage of Albania, cataloguing themes, headlines, and story types,
and tracing how salience and tone shift across events. Taken together, these sections
connect policy, relationship context, and media output, allowing a systematic assessment
of how Ynet’s portrayal of Albania both reflects and refracts mainstream Israeli

foreign-policy narratives.

6.1 Foreign Policy of the State of I srael
Israel’s foreign policy is heavily influenced by its national security concerns, driven by
the need to maintain a strong military and intelligence services, and secure ties with a
powerful aly, primarily the United States. This approach stems from a security dilemma
uniqueto Israel, which has historically lacked substantial human resources (number wise)
and formal regional aliances.

The "special relationship” with the United States is a cornerstone of Isragli foreign
policy, often explained through the concept of "band wagoning” in structural realism,
where states aly with stronger powers to optimize their position in an anarchic

international system. A 10-year Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed in 2016
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set aframework for assistancein Foreign Military Financing and for joint missile-defense
program (White House, 2016; U.S. Department of State, 2016). This arrangement
underwritesjoint research, co-production, and layered air defense (e.g.: Iron Dome). The
operational payoff of thisintegration was visible during Iran’s first direct mass strike on
Israel in April 2024, when Isragl — assisted by the United States and regional partners —
intercepted the vast majority of more than 300 projectiles (AP News, 2024; House of
Commons Library, 2024). Beyond capabilities, the alliances offer diplomatic assurance
and crisis management channels that help bound escalation while preserving Israel’s
freedom of action.

The issue of Palestine has been persistent in Israel domestic and foreign policy.
However, due to its complex nature which requires a lot a space and because it has no
influence on the relations of Israel with Albania, I haven’t elaborated on the matter.

Containing Iran’s regional power projection, proxy arming, and nuclear advances
remains Israel’s defining challenge. On the nuclear file, Israel doctrine continuesto treat
hostile weaponization as unacceptable. The country’s policy of nuclear opacity persists
alongside estimates by independent researchers of a small but credible deterrent
(Carnegie Endowment, 2020). The conflict between the two statesis still and detailing it
is not the scope of the dissertation, however, it is clear, that Isragl would support or
express sympathy with any country that isin conflict with Iran. Thus, it is expected that
with the breaking of diplomatic relations of Albanian with Iran, Israel would takethe side
of Albania.

In addition to the relations with U.S.A, Iran and Palestine, which indeed occupy
the greatest part when the foreign policy of Isragl is discussed, Israel has attempted to

increase the number of its allies, even within the region of Middle East and Asia. In the
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last few years, Isragl has sought to address the problem of the lack of regional alliances.
The Abraham Accords (2020) between Isragl and the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Bahrain, and Morocco (with Sudan signing but not ratifying) reframed parts of the Arab-
Israel agenda from categorical regjection to conditional engagement. The Accords
Declaration stresses maintaining and strengthening peace, mutual respect, and
cooperation across economic and technological fields (U.S. Department of State, 2020).
On the economic track, Israel’s first comprehensive free trade agreement with an Arab
state — the UAE-Israel CEPA (Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement) — was
signed in 2022 and entered into force on April 1, 2023, reducing tariffs and easing market
access (UAE Ministry of Economy, 2023). This agreement institutionalizes acommercial
foundation resilient enough to weather political turbulence. The 2023-2025 Isarel-Hamas
war complicated normalization’s optics, raising public diplomacy costs for Arab partners.
Yet most kept channels open, calibrating criticism of Isragl conduct, while preserving
economic, technological, and selective security cooperation. Analysts note that when
tensions spike, the pace of high-visibility gestures slow, but sectora projects tend to
continue where they align with national interests in diversification, technology, and
defense.

Israel’s post-1990 pivot to Asia has become a durable pillar of its foreign policy,
aimed at diversifying great-power ties, unlocking markets for its innovation economy,
and supplementing U.S. security backing with broader economic-technological
partnerships. Evron (2024) argues that Jerusalem’s Asia outreach now mirrors the
region’s power hierarchy and is organized around three concentric “circles”. At the core
are Chinaand India, which are smultaneoudly pivotal markets, technology partners, and

— particularly in India’s case — major defense clients; engagement here blends trade, dual -
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use tech cooperation, and security links but also demands careful U.S. alliance
management, especially regarding China’s political risk and Washington’s scrutiny of
sensitive sectors. A Second tier includes Japan, South Korea (and deterrence concerns
shaped by North Korea), and Singapore — advanced economies that are natural partners
for high-tech collaboration, supply — chain resilience, and green/critical infrastructure. A
third tier comprises earlier, largely transactional relationshipswith smaller Southeast and
South Asian states that once dominated Israel’s Asian diplomacy but now rank lower. To
knit these layers together, Israel has paired bilateral deals (for example, deep trade
liberaization with Gulf partners that connect Asia— Middle East flows) with mini-lateral
platforms such asthe 12U2 grouping with India, the United Arab Emirates, and the United
States, which targets food corridors, clean energy, and logistics as growth multipliers for
Israeli tech and investment. The economic strategy across Assia is thus to prioritize
partners that can absorb Israeli innovation at scale (Agri-tech, health-tech, cyber, Al,
water), co-produce defense and dual-use systems where appropriate, and anchor supply
chains that reduce vulnerability to geopolitical shocks. In short, Israel’s Asia policy
couples market-seeking and capital-seeking economic statecraft with minilateralism and
tailored security ties, while managing U.S.-China rivary risk so that commercial and
innovation linkages — especially with India, Japan, Korea, Singapore, and Gulf “bridges”
to Asia— can continueto drive growth and strategic depth (Evron, 2024; Hudson Institute,

2024; Reuters, 2022).

6.2 Relations Between the Republic of Albania and the State of |srael
Diplomatic relations between Albania and Israel have a complex history that began
shortly after the establishment of the State of Israel. Albaniawas among the early nations

torecognizelsrael, doing soon April 16, 1949 (Ministry of Europe and Foreign Relations,
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2024; Ministry of Foreign Affairsof Israel). However, the geopolitical climate of the Cold
War led to a severance of these ties, which lasted for over four decades. It was not until
August 19, 1991, following the collapse of communism in Albania, that diplomatic
relations were re-established. This marked anew chapter in the bilateral relationship, with
both countries committed to strengthening their partnership across various domains.

The re-establishment of diplomatic ties in 1991 paved the way for increased
cooperation. In 1998, Albania opened its embassy in Tel Aviv, followed by Israel
Inaugurating its embassy in Tiranain 2012 (Embassy of Israel Tirana, 2025). Since then,
the relationship between the two nations has flourished, characterized by deepening
collaboration in areas such as economics, culture, agriculture, and cybersecurity.

One of the most profound aspects of Albania—Israel relationsis the historical bond
rooted in the events of World War 11. During the Hol ocaust, Albania stood out as abeacon
of hope for Jews fleeing Nazi persecution. Remarkably, Albania was the only European
country where the Jewish population actually increased after the war, as Albanians
provided refuge to both local Jews and those from other nations (Ministry of Europe and
Foreign Relations, 2024; Y ad Vashem, n.d.). A crucia element in this humanitarian effort
was “Besa,” the Albanian code of honor that mandates offering shelter and protection to
those in need (Y ad Vashem, n.d.). Thislegacy of solidarity has been a cornerstone of the
bilateral relationship, reinforcing a unique bond between the two countries.

The diplomatic relationship between Albania and Isragl is sustained by a robust
legal framework that facilitates cooperation across multiple sectors. The first formal
agreement, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the establishment of diplomatic
relations, was signed in 1991. This was followed by a series of additional agreementsin

the 1990s and 2000s, which established the foundation for cooperation in culture,
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education, science, agriculture, and trade (Embassy of Isragl Tirana, 2024). Notably, the
Memorandum of Understanding on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations (1991) re-
established diplomatic channels after alengthy period of severed relations. Soon after, in
1993, an Agreement on Cooperation in the Fields of Culture, Education, and Science was
concluded, reflecting an early recognition of the importance of soft diplomacy. By
prioritizing cultura and educational exchange, both nations aimed to foster mutual
understanding and build a partnership grounded in shared values and intellectual
collaboration.

The 1996 Agreement for the Promotion and Reciprocal Protection of Investments
was a significant milestone in bolstering economic ties, as it offered a secure framework
for mutual investments. This agreement was vital for creating a conducive environment
for Israeli investors in Albania, ensuring legal protections and instilling greater
confidence in the Albanian business landscape. Recognizing the importance of
agriculture and food security, a 2001 series of agreements expanded cooperation into
specialized fields, such as veterinary medicine, agriculture, and plant quarantine,
leveraging Israel’s technological expertise to benefit Albania. The Agreement on Trade
and Economic Cooperation (also from 2001) complemented these sector-specific pacts,
broadening economic exchanges and creating new possibilities for trade.

Subsequent agreements, including the 2006 Memorandum of Understanding for the
Establishment of Bilatera Consultations and the Air Service Agreement and Visa
Exemption Agreement for Diplomatic, Service, and National Passport Holders (2007),
reflect the development of amultifaceted Albania-Isragl partnership. These arrangements

facilitated the movement of people and goods between the two countries and
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institutionalized regul ar diplomatic consultations, enabling both sides to address common
challenges and explore emerging opportunities within a structured dialogue.

Over the following years, cooperation advanced into strategic areas such as health,
security, and academia. For instance, the 2015 Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of
Health and Medicine and the MoU with Yad Vashem underscored mutual efforts in
healthcare and Holocaust education, further reinforcing the historical and moral ties
between Albania and Isragl. In 2016, a Memorandum of Understanding between the
Diplomatic Academy of Albania and the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies of
Israel highlighted both countries’ interest in sharing expertise and strategies related to
foreign policy and security studies.

More recent accords showcase the ongoing commitment to modernizing and
expanding bilateral ties. The 2021 Convention on the Avoidance of Double Taxation, the
2022-2025 Program of Educational, Scientific, Cultural, Y outh, and Sports Cooperation,
and the 2024 MoU in Cybersecurity exemplify a forward-looking partnership that
addresses contemporary challenges such as digita threats and the promotion of
innovation through collaborative research. Meanwhile, the 2024 Memorandum of
Cooperation in Tourism capitalizes on Albania’s emerging tourism sector to attract Israeli
visitors, further integrating economic and cultural exchanges.

In sum, the overarching framework of agreements between Albania and Israel
reveals a dynamic and evolving relationship that has broadened from initial diplomatic
exchanges to a complex partnership encompassing economic, cultural, educational, and
security cooperation. This progression reflects both countries dedication to forging a

resilient bilateral relationship capable of addressing present and future challenges.
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On the international stage, Albania and Israel share multiple converging interests,
particularly in matters of regiona security and global diplomacy. Both countries are
active participants in severa international organizations, often coordinating on issues of
mutual concern. Albania’s tenure as a non-permanent member of the United Nations
Security Council for the 2022—2023 term has brought additional focus to security matters
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2021). Albania’s stance on this issue, shaped by its broader
commitment to conflict resolution through dialogue and international law, has remained
balanced, yet it continues to support Isragl in various multilateral forums, highlighting a
broader alignment in foreign policy objectives.

Albania’s role as an observer country to the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA) and its adoption of the IHRA’s definition of anti-Semitism further
demonstrate its pledge to combat anti-Semitism and foster tolerance. The organization of
the First Balkan Forum against Anti-Semitism in Tiranain 2020, held under the auspices
of the Albanian Parliament, exemplified Albania’s proactive leadership in this sphere
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2020). Through such initiatives, Albania not only
underscores its commitment to preserving Holocaust memory but also reinforces its
solidarity with Israel on issues of historical importance and contemporary relevance.

Insum, Albania-Isradl relationsrest upon asolid historical foundation and continue

to evolve through a broadening, multifaceted partnership.

6.3 Portrayal of Albaniain Ynet

The analysis of Israeli media discourse on Albania is based on materials published in
Y net, examined in its original Hebrew-language edition. Hebrew is the official and most
widely used language in Isragl; therefore, the Israeli public opinion is primarily shaped

by information and media content produced in Hebrew. All English-language versions of
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the most popular Israeli newspapers are only partial selections of the original Hebrew
sources and serve mainly an English-speaking audience abroad, or non-Hebrew-speaking
foreignersresiding in Israel, who constitute arelatively small group.

Ynet (an abbreviation for Yedioth-Net) is one of the most well-known news portals
inIsrael. Ynet was launched in June 2000 as the online platform of the newspaper Yedioth
Ahronoth (in Hebrew: maanx my»7 — Latest News), a national daily published in Tel
Aviv, Isragl. The newspaper was founded in 1939 in what was then British Mandatory
Palestine, thus before the establishment of the State of Isragl. It is considered the largest
paid newspaper in Israel by sales and circulation — one of the most traditional and stable
mediainstitutions in terms of readership, quality of information, and influence on public
opinion. Yedioth Ahronoth continues to rank among the two leading newspapers in the
country, alongside I srael Hayom, and maintains a significant gap in readership compared
with other well-known newspapers such as Haaretz and Maariv.

Considering that the time frame analyzed for this media outlet is 2005-2024, it is
worth noting that in 2010 — and for several decades before — Yedioth Ahronoth was the
newspaper with the highest circulationin Isragl. Likewise, Ynet, for afull decade after its
launch in 2000, was the leading news portal in the country, and it continues to remain
among the most visited news platforms, particularly in the informational sphere.

In addition, during the process of collecting and analyzing articles, it became
evident that Ynet contains the highest number of newsitems and reportsrelated to Albania
within the studied period (up to 2024), with approximately 63 distinct articles, excluding
sports coverage, which was not part of the research focus. By comparison, Israel Hayom,

launched in 2007, features a considerably smaller number of articles about Albania, both
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in temporal scope and in intensity — around 20 articles published between 2016 and
2024, again excluding sports content.

It should be clarified that, due to accessibility considerations, this research refers
exclusively to online materials, such as news portals and news agencies. Within this
framework, asfar asIsrael isconcerned, Ynet proved to have the most extensive and dense
informational coverage related to Albania.

For all these reasons, Ynet was selected as the primary source for examining Isragli
media discourse, representing the most comprehensive and continuous portrayal of
Albaniawithin the Israeli medialandscape.

As mentioned in Section 6.2, “Relations Between the Republic of Albania and the State of
Israel,” the decade 2000-2010 marksasignificant strengthening of relations between the Republic
of Albaniaand the State of Israel. Following the signing of several key agreements—such as The
Agreement on Trade and Economic Cooperation (2001) or the Memorandum of Understanding
for the Establishment of Bilateral Consultations (2006)—in 2007 the two countries signed the Air
Service Agreement and the Visa Exemption Agreement for Holders of Diplomatic, Service, and
National Passports. This made Israel the first, and within the timeframe covered by this study, the
only country in the Middle East to which Albanian citizens could travel without avisa

These developments were accompanied by an increasing media coverage of Albaniain
Y net, with a growing number of feature articles introducing Albania through cultura, literary,
touristic, and traditional perspectives. This trend indicates a gradual broadening of Albania’s
visibility and representationin the | sraeli medialandscape, corresponding to the overall degpening
of bilateral relations during this period.

For this reason, I found it appropriate that the time span of Ynet’s media coverage on
Albania analyzed in this study be broader than that of the other two media outletsincluded in the

research — Al Arabiyaand IRNA — extending over the period 2005-2024.
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This study is based on a comprehensive, purposive total sampling of al relevant
articles published about Albania in Ynet between 2005 and 2024. Given the relatively
low volume of coverage, atotal of 63 articles were identified and analyzed, ensuring the
inclusion of every available instance in which Albania was mentioned in a substantive,
newsworthy, or symbolic contexts. Rather than selecting a representative sample, this
approach embraces the entire population of relevant texts, alowing for a nuanced
diachronic analysis of shifting framings, thematic continuities, and narrative ruptures.
Thistotal sampling strategy offersahigh level of reliability in capturing the full spectrum
of representations, from cultural and geopolitical frames to tourism, security, and
symbolic diplomacy. It also enables the identification of subtle shifts in tone, emphasis,
and discursive function over the nearly two-decade span of coverage.

Below is achart that shows the distribution of articles over the years:

Figure 2: Distribution of Articleson Albaniain Y net: 2005-2024
Number of Articles in Ynet: 2005-2024
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Y net have portrayed Albania through a diverse array of lenses. cultural dignity,
historical morality, a post-communist country navigating its way towards EU integration,
aligned with Western countries and a tourism frontier. What follows is a chronological

reading of these representations. During the period taken into analysis 2005-2024, the
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coverage of Albania has been un-even reaching its peak in 2022 with 12 articles, due to
the cyberattack - which iscommon for all thethree mediataken in analysisin thisresearch
— and with fewer articles in the other years ranging between 1-6 articles per year. Below
is adetailed mediaframing of Albaniain Y net.

The timeline in 2005 begins with an article about the visit of an IMF team in
Albania titled “Albania should continue its economic reforms”. The article portrays
Albaniathrough atechnocratic and supervisory lens. Albaniais presented as atransitional
economy still seeking entry into Western political and financial institutions, particularly
NATO and the EU. Albania’s achievements in reducing debt and increasing GDP are
acknowledged, but only cautiously, and aways accompanied by caveats about potential
backsliding. The article foregrounds the need for strict fiscal discipline, especially in the
lead-up to the July 2005 elections, warning against populist tendencies. The use of terms
like “budget ceiling” and “macroeconomic stability” depoliticizes economic discourse,

portraying Albanian governance as an apolitical arena of reform metrics and compliance.
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" Albania should continueits economic refor ms'
17.05.2005
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L.-3086797,00.html

During 2006 and 2007 there are no articles on Albania.
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In 2008, in an interview with the famous Albanian writer Ismail Kadare, published
in Ynet on May 25, titled 'To catch the unimaginabl€, the renowned Isragli journalist
Merav Yudilovic brings us a complex profile of the famous writer. In her comment on

Kadare's profile, she says:

Kadare's writings, smuggled to the West in the 1980s and providing a glimpse beyond the
mountains of darkness of the Iron Curtain, are astonishing, mainly because they scream out
a disappeared and silenced existence. His works have been translated into dozens of
languages and have been published in more than forty countries... Like many Israeli writers,
Kadare hopes that the resonance his books receive will arouse curiosity about the Balkans
beyond the conflicts, civil wars and ethnic frictions. Or as he said at the time, upon the
announcement of hiswinning the prestigious British prize: "I am awriter from the fringes of
the Balkans, a part of Europe that for a long time was notorious only for news of human
wickedness. My hope is that European and world public opinion will realize that thisregion
can also provide a different kind of news and be home to other achievements”.
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Ismail Kadare, winner of the prize
‘Booker’ and ‘Ordre des Arts et des
Lettres’, speaks in a personal and
unusual interview about the writing
process, about the work of art under a
dictatorial regime, and about the next
generation.
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lsmail Kadare. Literatureisfueled by
the act of rebellion (Photo: Vadim
Mikhailov)

To catch the unimaginable
28.05.2008
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -3548561,00.html#google vignette

By 2009, Ynet representations of Albania had diversified further, combining

cultural admiration, geopolitical alignment, and latent security anxiety. This year’s
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coverage spans six distinct articles, each contributing to afragmented but revealing image
of Albania

The article titled “NATO Expands into the Balkans: Albania and Croatia Joined”
positions Albania within a triumphalist narrative of Western expansion and post-
communist modernization. NATO is depicted as a civilizational actor, and Albania’s

accession isframed as areward for institutional reform.
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NATO expandsinto the Balkans: Albania and Croatiajoined
01.04.2009
https://www.ynet.co.il/article/3695862#google_vignette

Conversely, the article “Return Mother Teresa's body to us” engages in symbolic
diplomacy. Albania’s appeal is depicted as emotionally resonant but diplomatically weak,
juxtaposed against India’s firm national claim. This episode illustrates Albania’s pursuit
of soft power through association with globally recognized figures, though the framing
hints at Balkan regional competition over symbolic capital, with Macedonia also making

claims to Mother Teresa’s legacy.
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"By blood, | am Albanian. By
citizenship, | am Indian. By faith,
| am a Catholic nun. By vocation,
| belong to the world." These are
thewords Mother Teresachoseto
describe herself when she was
alive. However, they are unlikely
to help resolve the diplomatic
dispute over her buria place.

The Albanian government wants
to return her body to the country
- before her 100th birthday next
year. Albanian Prime Minister
Sali Berisha has said he intends
to establish amuseum in honor of
Mother Teresa and hold
ceremonies to commemorate her
work.

Albaniato India: Return Mother Teresa'sbody to us
12 years after her death, the Albanian government is asking to return the body of the Nobel
Peace Prize-winning nun who died where she worked - Calcutta. India refuses the request

17.10.2009

https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L. -3791214,00.html

Cultural coverage returns with “Ismail Kadare Wins the Prince of Asturias Prize”,

reiterating Kadare’s role as a cultural emissary for Albania. The article expands on his

resistance to Enver Hoxha’s regime and emphasizes his international standing,

particularly through translations and his resonance with Israeli audiences. This narrative

reinforces Albania’s moral and intellectual credibility in the eyes of Israeli media

audiences, framing the country as historically burdened but culturally rich.
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Ismail Kadare Wins the ‘Prince of Asturias Prize’
05.07.2009
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -3741586,00.html#google vignette

Thetravel piece “The Hidden Cities of Albania” introduces a poetic and orientalist
aesthetic. Cities such as Gjirokastra and Berat are depicted as remnants of another era,
and the communist past is rendered through nostal gic imagery—nbunkers, empty squares,
and echoes of lost grandeur — “cities that seem to have frozen in place, and perhaps that

is where their charm lies”.
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The Italian writer Italo Calvino has an excellent
book called "The Hidden Cities" in which he
deals, among other things, with the way in which
anew city growsout of an ancient city - but not in
the usual way of new neighborhoods outside the
walls, but in akind of "yeast swelling" - the city
is blown out, carrying the walls with it... There
are probably very few places where you can still
see cities that seem to have frozen in place, and
perhaps that is where their charm lies. | can think
of many cities that fit Calvino's descriptions, but
for some reason it is the Byzantine-Turkish cities
of Albania that come to mind, as representing
such cities, just before the process of modern
swelling beginsin them.

The hidden cities of Albania
13.05.2009
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -3884899,00.html
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This romanticization is also evident in “A Journey to Albania: Muslims Who Love
Jews”, which opens with an orientalist trope of unexpected philo-Semitism in aMuslim-
majority country. Kadare again appears, this time as a guide to Albania’s pluralistic ethos.

Y et the portrayal remains depoliticized and personal.
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A Journey to Albania: Muslims Who Love Jews
18.02.2009
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -3672632,00.html

Finally, the article “Iran Purchased Missiles from Ukraine with the Help of
Albania” represents a sharp pivot into securitized discourse. Albania is portrayed as a
potential enabler of Iranian missile procurement through illicit trafficking routes. While
the article is cautious in tone, its detailed narrative activates Cold War imagery, casting
Albania as a porous and ambiguous actor in global security networks. The inclusion of
Mossad, Hezbollah, and former Soviet states frames Albania as a liminal zone where

dangerous actors can operate with impunity.
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"Iran purchased missilesfrom Ukrainewith the help of Albania"
Did Hezbollah, Iran, and Islamic Jihad purchase weapons systems from Ukraine via Albania?
According to areport in the Albanian newspaper "Gazeta Tema', the terrorist organizations
purchased weapons systems from Ukraine, under the auspices of the Ayatollah regime in
Tehran... According to the reports, which were also quoted in Lebanese media outlets and
whose reliability is unclear, the Albanian government was also involved in the process. They
claim that the country turned a blind eye to part of the weapons shipment, while it also
purchased other weapons from Ukraine and helped smuggle them for Iran... According to the
report in the Albanian newspaper, these are SA-16 and SA-18 anti-aircraft missile systems,
which the Albanians bought from Ukraine. The weapons were transferred to Iran, Hezbollah,
and Idlamic Jihad by sea, without the transactions being registered with the Albanian customs
offices. It was a so reported that the purchase was made through a L ebanese company.
14.12.2009
https://www.ynet.co.il/article/3819650#google_vignette

In 2010, coverage of Albania declines markedly, appearing mainly as brief sports
items. Because this study focuses on media, international relations, and politics, such
reports are excluded from analysis unless they intersect with political or security issues—
for example, the two Albania-Isragl matches discussed later.

In 2011, Ynet continued to frame Albania primarily through romanticized and
orientalist narrativesin the article “Albania: Local Pride, Villages and Rivers” by Ronen

Hasson, that exemplifies this trend, deploying travel writing as a medium through which
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Albaniais rendered picturesque and temporally “other.” The narrative positions Albania
as a land suspended between post-communist transformation and cultural stasis. This
duality is reflected in descriptions of “self-sustaining villages,” untouched rivers, and
smiling locals “despite hardships,” invoking classic orientalist tropes of simplicity and
authenticity. Albania’s transitional status is emphasized through contrasting imagery of
modern tourism and outdated infrastructure, suggesting a liminal space caught between

the past and Western modernity.
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Albania: Local Pride, Villages and Rivers
27.04.2011
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4054687,00.html

The 2012 media coverage introduced a more political dimension to Albania’s
portrayal, focusing on themes of nationalism, regiona tension, nationa identity and
national pride.

Thus, in the 29 July 2012 article titled ‘Without a country and without an anthem,
but on the path to fulfilling a dream’, Ynet presented to the Israeli public the story of
Majlinda Kelmendi, the Kosovar judoka representing Albania at the London Olympics.

The International Olympic Committee prevented Majlinda Kelmendi, a medal contender

154


https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4054687,00.html

in judo, from competing under her homeland Kosovo’s flag; she therefore competed for

Albania.

The article begins with a brief background on Kosovo, stating: ‘War-torn Kosovo

declared independence about four years ago. Thousands were killed in the Kosovo War

in the late 1990s, a war that ended with the region being cut off from the former

Y ugoslavia. But despite the separation, only 76 countries recognize it as an independent

state’. Inthe article, Kosovar Albanians are portrayed as strong and resilient people, both

physically and spiritually:

Kelmendi comes from the town of Peja, located north of the Albanian Alps and close to the
border with Montenegro. Peja is known for its traditionally high-quality judo team, even
though the town, with its narrow streets, was amost entirely burned down during the war.
Another person who grew up there is Driton Kuka, Kelmendi’s coach, who was himself a
talented judoka and a meda winner... Kuka was supposed to compete in the Barcelona
Olympicsin 1992, but instead, like most men in the region, he was drafted into the Kosovo
Liberation Army. ‘If Majlinda wins a medal, half of it will be for me’, says Kuka, who fought

on the front lines of the war in the Balkans.

For the purpose of this study, it is noteworthy that Israel recognized Kosovo’s

independence in 2021, becoming the 117th country to do so. Saudi Arabia recognized

Kosovo’s independence on April 22, 2009, one year after its declaration of independence.

By contrast, Iran, aong with severa other countries in the Middle East, still does not

recognize Kosovo’s independence.
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More than any other sporting event,
the Olympics ae where the
individual athlete feels nationa
pride. The country cares, the people
give a push back, the flag is high
above the head and head, and the
dream is always to hear the anthem.
But in London 2012 there is an
athlete whose flag is not hers.
Neither isthe anthem. And her medal
will go down in history for another
country.

Without a state and without an anthem, but on the path to fulfilling a dream

29.07.2012

https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4261499,00.html
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Meanwhile, a 28 November 2012 article title “100 years of Albania: 18 tons of cake
and amnesty for sheep’, Ynet reported:

Amid diplomatic incidents with Greece and Macedonia, the country celebrated 100 years
since gaining independence from the Ottoman Empire. Tens of thousands of Albanians came
on foot or on horseback from all over the Balkans, but the prime minister's plan to publicly
slaughter 2,000 sheep was abandoned thistime... The Albanian celebrations were somewhat
overshadowed by diplomatic incidents with two of its four neighboring Balkan countries,
Greece and Macedonia, whose officia representatives canceled their attendance at the
ceremonies. Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha spoke yesterday of ‘Albanian lands’
stretching from Preveza in Greece to Presevo in Serbia, and from the Macedonian capital
Skopje to the Montenegrin capital Podgorica.

It is worth noting that this report was sourced from Associated Press (AP).
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Aano & Thousands of people of ethnic Albanian
origin arrived on foot or on horseback from

< neighboring Kosovo, Macedonia and
]'l“!"l'nﬂ Montenegro for the 100th Independence Day
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military parade... The origina celebration
p— program of Berisha also included the mass
iy i slaughter of 2,000 sheep, which were then
supposed to be publicly roasted on
Independence Day, but the event was
canceled due to protests by animal rights
groups.
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100 years of Albania: 18 tons of cake and amnesty for sheep
28.11.2012
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4313069,00.html

The 2013 portraya of Albania marks a shift toward a narrative of international
responsibility, exemplified by the 16 November 16 2013 article ‘Despite Albania's
refusal, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons will remove the
weapons from Syrian territory’. However, the article is very brief and merely cites the
Associated Press, offering no commentary — despite Ynet’s usual reputation in the Israeli
Media for extensive analysis and in-depth reporting. Moreover, the article makes no

reference to the protests that erupted in Albania against the dismantling of Syria’s
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chemical weapons on Albanian territory—protests that made headlines in numerous
international outlets, including the other two media under examination in this study, Al

Arabiyaand IRNA.

ﬂﬁﬂggﬁﬂaﬁ&ggﬂaﬁ ‘ij The Organization for the Prohibition of

Chemical Weapons said it was till confident
BEO & it could destroy Syrias chemical weapons
stockpile by mid-2014, despite Albanias

25 refusal to destroy the weapons onitsterritory.
muwutnd

Y R 0T R TN 10 TN pw Theorganization has aready drawn up aplan

TV MYOMTT) Uy MY to destroy 1,000 tons of dangerous materials,

ol but a senior official at the organization

g 1 2 T e s g declined to say in which countries the

et weapons would be destroyed. "By the end of

R 4 AT Erae AT £ T e, 2013, the most dangerous materials will be
' e transferred from Syria," the official said.

Despite Albania's refusal, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons will
remove the weapons from Syrian territory
16.11.2013
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4453992,00.html

In contrast, the article on the Lazarat cannabis fields crisis (“700 Workers
Hospitalized”) presents a sensationalized image of domestic collapse. The village is
described as a criminal enclave, with militarized resistance to state authority. Here,
Albania is portrayed as a “lawless frontier” struggling to reassert governance. The
narrative celebrates the Socialist government's crackdown, positioning it as a turning
point from political corruption to reform. Yet, the focus on violence and disorder
reinforces apathologized view of Albanian society, whereinternal fragility isemphasized

over structural context.
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The workers from the village of
Lazarat were hospitalized in the
southern city of Gjirokaster as a
result of the effects of planting,
harvesting, compressing and
packaging the plant from which
marijuana and hashish are
produced. "In the last two
months, seven or eight people
have come to the emergency
department every day with
disorders caused by hashish.
Many came earlier,” a doctor at
the hospital told alocal television
channel.

Albania: 700 workersin cannabisfields hospitalized
02.11.2013
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4448396,00.html

The binary framing of Albania continuesin 2014. The article “Europe’s marijuana

capital in a battle for survival” continues the focus on Lazarat, painting a vivid picture

of chaos, heavy weaponry, and criminal enterprise. Despite acknowledgments of

government reform efforts, the coverage largely obscures structural causes, reducing

Albaniato a case of Balkan lawlessness impeding its EU aspirations. This representation

aligns with longstanding orientalist and post-Balkanist stereotypes that portray Albania

as apoor and politically unstable country.

158


https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4448396,00.html

0060909000000000 O

ano e

CNCIETE T

mwtnd

o =Ly
A AR YO MNINTMINa na
T Srowsws T8 SALptnd vt ko Sy et 100 7
oo g oA avtenn (7 3V A reas s Pa T e
el

TP AL W00 0N SR I 0 RNV TR G 2 e
22 170 OO 002 00 3 1 e s 157 % e ideoette W - et
UHD VPTR TUT) T EXT O3 BAN STATES [N TR TOM AT 2w Yen
NI A0 UWTE CTHTR S8 W0 OY ASTAS FXRON (OMTOn 30
LA U TS WS S0 TS e tron

WD rew s wy
IR0 S5 OTRL DRI S0 T
AR DRI O L

AXA 0239 Yy ruwd EQ0 OO "800 59 60 8 WAL W1 SN0 Ded 90
WYL OWT 0P P NTE e I e - nx ot A Se e
IV NRD HVR A TN NG I NG BTG B TS Y 0 e whrn
PUND ST N 3 AN W Ly W e 00 v e TS e o peew oo
VT TR VTN D NS TOse ) CROCS P ) T B 020, 0
LFRAL DT ATa AP IvEca G

.
VA DR RIS DT TR SURED RN e

Albania had established itself as the
continent's No. 1 marijuana producer,
until the new government declared
war on drug traffickers who were
stalling its accession to the European
Union. Thisis how a pastora village
became a battlefield between the
police and local growers.

Officialy, Albania is the fourth
poorest country in Europe, but
secretly its residents were rolling in
billions - until the government got fed
up. Until a decade ago, the village of
Lazaret in southern Albania was just
another farming community, one of
many in the country. But today, the
tiny settlement is the source of most
of the marijuana distributed in
Europe, and itsresidents earn billions
of euros every year from growing the
seedlings in full view, in open fields
and in their backyards.

Europe'smarijuana capital in a battle for survival

08.06.2014

https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4531632,00.html

Conversely, Albanias inclusion in a NATO meeting of female defence ministers

(“History in the Men's Bastion: 5 NATO female ministers ) offers aprogressive symbolic

moment.
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The North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) has recorded severa historica
milestones in its history, such as its
participation in the first Gulf War in 1991, in
the Balkan wars in the 1990s, in the war in
Afghanistan in 2001, in the second Gulf War
in 2003, and in the attack on Libyain 2011.
And today (Wednesday), the military alliance
made further history when its meeting in
Brusselsrecorded arecord number of defense
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ministers - five in number - from Germany,
Italy, Norway, the Netherlands, and Albania.

From left: Minister of Defense of Albania (Mimi
Kodheli), Netherlands (Jeanine  Hennis-
Plasschaert), Germany (Ursula von der Leyen),
Norway (Inna Marie Eriksen Soreida) and Italy
(Roberta Pinotti) (photo: EPA)
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History in the Men'sBastion: 5 NATO femail Ministers
27.02.2014
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4493155,00.html

Meanwhile, articles on Albania’s gold medal in the European Weightlifting
Championships and Hamdi Salihi’s football transfer to Hapoel Akko offer more neutral,
even celebratory, narratives. These moments reflect Albania’s soft integration into
international sporting and cultural life, suggesting that its athletes and performers gain

recognition within normalized frameworks of international representation.
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In the men's 77 kg weight class, Arkand Kerimi
won with atotal of 349 kg (155 in the clean and
jerk and 194 in the clean and jerk), which is an
upgrade for him from what he has won so far after
in 2009, he managed to get the silver medal.
Albanian Daniel Godeli lifted 157 kg and bench
pressing 192 kg, which gave him atotal of 349 kg.
Third was Russian Razmik Unianen with atotal of
344 kg.

Weightlifting: Gold for Russia and Albania
09.04.2014
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4508313,00.html
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Hapoel Acre strengthened its squad over the

ll"l'l!'ll]ﬂ weekend with a new striker - Hamdi Salihi,

30, who played in China for the past year.

Salihi, who signed for a year and a half in
Acre, will be coach Yuval Naim's third
signing of the transfer window, after Yoss
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Akko: Albania national team striker signed for the team
01.02.2014
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4483481,00.html

In 2015, Ynet’s coverage of Albania begins with two articles dedicated to the
awarding of the ‘Jerusalem Prize’ to the renowned Albanian writer Ismail Kadare. The
first article, titled ‘Ismail Kadare is the winner of the Jerusalem Prize’, is an informative

news piece stating: “Albanian writer Ismail Kadare is the winner of the Jerusalem Prize
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for 2015. The award ceremony will open the 27th International Book Fair to be held in
Jerusalem from February 8-12... Kadare will honor with his presence the ceremony,
which will be held at the YMCA Hall in the presence of the President of the State of
Israel, Reuven Rivlin. Past winners of this prestigious award include Bertrand Russell
(the first winner), Nobel Prize laureate Mario Vargas Llosa, Milan Kundera, Simone de
Beauvoir, Susan Sontag, Arthur Miller, Haruki Murakami, lan McEwan, and others”.

It is worth underscoring that the Jerusalem Prize, established in 1963 and awarded
biennially, recognizes authors whose work explores the theme of human freedom in
society. Ynet’s choice to report on the announcement of this event reflects the special
recognition and respect that Kadare enjoys among the Israeli public—an appreciation
further strengthened by the availability of Hebrew trandlations of his major works and by
the article’s reference to former laureates counted among the most distinguished writers

of the twentieth century.
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7 T The first Jerusalem International Book Fair to
m :.'“10 be held in February will open with a ceremony
in which the 2015 Jerusdem Prize will be
.. nl?:”'?“?_'_’f i Tiﬂﬂ'uwﬂ % awarded to Albanian writer Ismail Kadare, for
T % s st anane B oglE "exposing  unresolved  questions and
unforgivable crimes whose meaning and

i importance are undoubtedly universal".

Ismail Kadare is the winner of the ‘Jerusalem Prize’
14.01.2015
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4614995,00.html#google vignette

The second article, dated February 8, 2015, titled ‘Let’s read: The International
Book Fair opens’, Ynet reports: “The International Book Fair opened tonight in Jerusalem

with the awarding of the Jerusalem Prize to Albanian author Ismail Kadare in a ceremony
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attended by President Reuven Rivlin, who said: Kadareis not only agifted writer but also
writes with great courage about the modern existence of all of us.... The power of a word
is not measured by the volume of description, but by its sincerity, by its uncompromising
contact with humanity... Kadare’s writing is boundary-breaking, subversive, and
uncompromising. When I read Kadare’s books, even though he writes about his country
Albania, | feel asthough I am reading about what is happening in my own reality — in the

reality of us all”.
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S The International Book Fair opened tonight in Jerusalem
B o S 1 2 s 2 % with the awarding of the Jerusalem Prize to Albanian author
e - w— lsmail Kadarein a ceremony attended by President Reuven
o . Rivlin, who said: "Kadareisnot only agifted writer but also
writes with great courage about the modern existence of all
of us'.

Ismail Kadare, born in 1936, managed to become a national
writer while writing increasingly critically in Albania,
which was among the most totalitarian countries in the
world. His books have been trandated into over thirty
languages in about forty countries. Among his books
translated into Hebrew are: ‘The General of the Dead
Army’, ‘The Black Year’, ‘The Wedding’, ‘The Successor’,
‘Broken April’, ‘The Pyramid’, ‘The Accident’...

Thejury for the Jerusalem Prize stated: "Kadareisan ironic
and fascinating storyteller who brilliantly invites implicit
and indirect writing. Kadare writes about collective guilt
and, above all, about the impenetrability of truth. He seeks
to reveal, while hiding his traces in layers of myth and
metaphor, unresolved questions and unpardonable crimes.
Although the subjects of his writing and his heroes are
mostly local, their meaning and importance are undoubtedly
universal”.
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Let'sread: Thelnternational Book Fair opens
08.02.2015
https://www.yediot.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4624297,00.html#google_vignette
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Another article casting Albaniansin highly positiveterms, highlighting their values,
is that of 19 May 2015, titled ‘We Were Refugees: The President of Albania Was Moved
to Tears, | Felt Ashamed’. In this article, the author, Igal Harmelin-Moriah, an American-
Israeli, contrasts the hospitality Albanians extended to Jews during the Second World
War with the treatment of Eritrean refugeesin Israel—invoking Albania’s Holocaust-era
rescue of Jews to critique Israeli policies toward Eritrean asylum seekers. The article
draws on Albania’s historical memory, rooted in the Besa code, as a moral mirror to
expose what are presented as Israeli ‘ethical failings toward Eritrean refugees.” This
unusua reversal—in which an American-Isragli looks to Albania as an ethical model—
underscores the power of cultural memory in shaping contemporary political discourse.

The author builds his argument by citing a speech delivered by The President of
Albania Bujar Nishani at the B’nai Jeshurun synagogue in New York, during a meeting
with members of the Jewish community and students of Holocaust studies at Queens

College—an event the author attended in person.
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Something happened to the sacred principle,
which appears in the Mishnah as "Whoever
sustains one soul" and in later editions became
"Whoever sustains one soul from lIsrael" — as
if saving the life of a Jew is a commandment,
but the life of a refugee from Eritrea — not.
Albania, most of whose residents are Muslims
- saved all its Jews during the years of the Nazi
occupation... Respect - for the fact that during
the Holocaust, not one of the thousands of
Jewswho were in Albania at the time was sent
to the concentration camps. You read that
right: not one. In 1939, Albania was under
Italian occupation, and when the Nazis
occupied the Balkan countries around it, many
Jews received visas from the authorities and
fled there... The "Bnei Yeshurun" synagogue,
which hasexisted in New Y ork for almost 200
years, has along history of bringing lecturers
from different circles and cultures to lecture
before the community. Dr. Chaim Weizmann
lectured there, as did Eleanor Roosevelt, the
wife of the American president; Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel, and the Rev. Martin
Luther King. As a mark of respect for the
religions prevalent in Albania, aMuslim imam
and a Greek Orthodox priest were aso invited
to the Shabbat reception to which the President
of Albaniawasinvited - and students studying
the Holocaust at Queens University also came.

We Were Refugees: The President of Albania waswas deeply moved, | felt ashamed
19.05.2015
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4659276,00.html

Y et, this moral elevation is counterbalanced by portrayals of Albaniaas a source of
regional instability. The article on Edi Rama’s statements about unification with Kosovo

(“We Will Unite with Kosovo ") casts Albaniaas dangerously provocative, reigniting fears
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of Balkan fragmentation. The Israeli media frames Serbia as the rational actor, while

Albaniais characterized as nationalistic and belligerent.
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Tensions in the Bakans: Albanids Prime
Minister Says Unification with the Albanian-
Magjority Province That Unilaterally Seceded
from Serbia Is Inevitable. Belgrade Warns:
You're Beating War Drums...

“The unification of the Albanians of Albania
and Kosovo is inevitable and not a question,”
Rama said in an interview with the Kosovar
channel Clan Kosovo. “The question is how it
will happen — will it happen within the
framework of the European Union as a natural
process understood by everyone or will it
happen as a reaction to the blindness and
laziness of the European Union.”

Albania: Wewill unitewith Kosovo. Serbia;: War Drums
07.04.2015
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4645054,00.html

In 2016, Albania’s portrayal shifts toward security partnerships and symbolic
politics. The article “Mossad Thwarts ISIS Plot in Albania” underscores Israel’s
intelligence prowess while framing Albania as a vulnerable but cooperative partner. The
coverage positions Albaniaasacritical nodein the global fight against terrorism, aligning
with Israeli and Western interests. At the same time, this framing reinforces Albania’s

subordinate status in security hierarchies, reliant on external expertise for protection.
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Simultaneously, the article on Edi Rama’s alleged payment for a photo with Barack
Obama (“$80,000 for a Selfie’) exemplifies “vanity politics”.

In contrast, the article covering Euro 2016 fans (“Look at the best football fans at
the Euros”) offers a moment of national pride, depicting Albanian supporters as
passionate, disciplined, and joyful.

The 2016 coverage begins with the article of June 20, titled ‘Look at the best
football fans in the Euro’, where Albania is presented in an explicitly positive light,
celebrating its football fans during Euro 2016. In this context, Albania appeared as a
nation of passionate and dignified supporters, asserting its symbolic presence on the
European stage. The national diaspora was reframed as a source of cultural soft power,
counterbalancing earlier narratives of security vulnerability.
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L ook at the best football fansin the Euro
20.06.2016
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4818071,00.html#google vignette

The next article, dated 5 July 2016, concerns a political controversy involving
Prime Minister Edi Rama (“Did a Prime Minister Donate $80,000 to Obama?”’), which
reinforced perceptions of Albania as susceptible to informality and political vanity. The

piece—framed around Rama’s alleged payment for a photo with Barack Obama
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(“$80,000 for a Selfie””)—illustrates what might be called “vanity politics.” Importantly,

the article presents this as an opposition claim, not an established fact, stating:

“The opposition claims that Prime Minister Edi Rama transferred money to the U.S.
president’s 2012 election campaign so that he could take a picture with him... Last week,
Bilal Shehu, a48-year-old American citizen of Albanian descent, pleaded guilty in afedera
court in New Jersey to making donations to Obama’s campaign. Rama denied paying for
tickets to the event, but acknowledged meeting Shehu there.”
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Prime Minister Edi Rama
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Did a Prime Minister donate 80 thousand to Obama just to take a photo?
05.07.2016

https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4824116,00.html

Shifting to cultural and social anthropology, on August 3, 2016, Y net published an
interesting article titled ‘Living as a man and gaining freedom: The sworn virgins’,
dedicated to a specific Albanian-Balkan phenomenon, the so-called ‘sworn virgins,’
known in Albanian as ‘Burrnesha’—aremnant of the past in the Albanian Alps that has
previously drawn the attention of global outlets such as The New Y ork Times. Sourced
from AFP and built around the testimony of 84-year-old Shkurta Hasanpapgj, the piece
emphasizes the phenomenon’s near disappearance, noting: “Today, there are fewer than

ten sworn virgins left in Albania.”
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escape forced marriage only if she became a

"sworn virgin."... Today, there are fewer

than ten sworn virgins left in Albania. "l
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II]U-I no ‘Kanun’ culture of the Middle Ages. In this
ancient culture, there were two ways to
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Living asaman and gaining freedom. The sworn virgins
03.08.16

https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4836998,00.html

In October 2016, a series of articles on Mossad’s intervention to foil an ISIS plot
cast Albania as a cooperative actor within an international security architecture. The
narrative spotlighted Isragli intelligence capabilities and portrayed Albania chiefly as a
host nation requiring protection. The reporting focused on the prevention of a planned
terrorist attack targeting the Albania-lsragl football match, originally scheduled for
Shkodér but relocated to Elbasan for security reasons, “following the arrest of terror
suspects who planned to bring explosives into the stadium, apparently in an attempt to
harm the Israeli players.”

In the following | am presenting atimeline summary of these articles:
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Travel Warning: | SIS Planned to Attack the I sraeli National Team
After the Saturday (21:45) match with Albaniain the World Cup qualifiers was moved from
the city of Shkoder to Elbasan following the arrest of four people of Muslim origin who
planned to bring explosives into the stadium, the Counter-Terrorism Headquarters
announced: "Do not attend, there is still a significant threat of terrorist attacks'... "In recent
days, elements affiliated with the 'Isamic State' organization have been arrested in the
Balkans. In recent weeks, the detainees and other elements associated with them have
planned to carry out terrorist attacks against a variety of targets in the Balkans, including
international soccer matches, including the match expected to take place between the
Albania-Israel national teams'.
08.11.2016

https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4876066,00.html
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We will conguer Jarusalem, oh Jews
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11.11.2016
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -4877560,00.html

The mastermind behind the attempted terrorist attack on the | sragli national team

"Abu Abdullah of Kosovo", a Muslim from the Balkans who fought in the ranks of Jabhat
al-Nusra before joining 1SIS, is currently commanding the organization's fighters from the
region. He planned a combined terrorist attack, including on the national team's match in
Albania... This is the man who is apparently behind the terrorist organization that sought to
harm, among others, the I sraeli national soccer team playersin Albaniaon Saturday: Lavdrim
Muhaxheri, known as "Abu Abdullah of Kosovo," isamember of the "Islamic State” who in
recent years has operated in Syriaand Iraq in various Islamic terrorist frameworks, and has
recently planned a series of attacks in the Balkan countries... According to Albanian security
forces, four people of Muslim origin were arrested in the city of Shkoder following a report
by the Mossad about their intention to carry out some kind of atack at the stadium during the
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TheMossad intercepted a Skype call that led to the capture of the squad

Albania claims that the Israeli intelligence service gave the tip that led to the capture of the
ISIS members. Their intention was to carry out an attack similar to the one in Paris during
the friendly match between France and Germany. The local police decided to secure the
buildings around the stadium for fear of shots from the windows... In addition to dozens of
Israeli security personnel, Albanian special forces soldiers will also arrive... The one who
tried to calm the atmosphere is the Head of the Muslim community in Albania, Skénder
Brugaj, who sent a message of peace; "The Albanian Muslims protected thousands of Jews
during World War |1, and thus Albania became the only country in Europe with more Jews
after the war than before. Athletes and guests from Israel are invited to be calm and safe on
Albanian soil".
12.11.2016
https.//www.ynet.co.il/article/4877798#google_vignette

Collectively, the year's coverage reinforced Albanias external dependency—on
Mossad, FIFA, or transnational recognition—while simultaneously constructing a
national image marked by enthusiasm, pride, and contested legitimacy.

In 2017, Ynet shifted focus to Albania’s association with consumptions of
narcotics, primarily through a sensationalized trestment of a UN report on cocaine
consumption. The article “Israel Is Also on the List: Leading Countries in Cocaine
Consumption” highlighted Albania’s ranking with disproportionate alarm, portraying the

country as a statistical anomaly and moral outlier. While other high-ranking nations were
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contextualized with minimal commentary, Albania’s position at the top of the list was

framed as “surprising” and implicitly disgraceful.
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Bno & A comprehensive study was conducted in

preparation for the release of a documentary

mmno film on addictions, including the issue of

cocaine use. Albanialeadsthelist, with 2.5% of

TR RFT -“”'m;"‘;::;:; s its population having used the dangerous drug.
i The countries of the British Isles also star. And

1 Py v S === Whereis|sragl?

Israel isalso on thelist: the leading countriesin cocaine consumption
20.10.2017
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -5031360,00.html

In 2018, Ynet marked a bifurcation in Albania’s portrayal. On one hand, travel
journalism enthusiastically framed Albania as an affordable and picturesque emerging
destination. Articles like “The Hidden Balkanian: 10 Reasons Why You Really Need a
Vacation in Albania”, “Albania Style: The New Destination of the Season" and “Where
to Sleep in Albania?” marketed the country asascenic, secular, and surprisingly modern
tourist location—targeting Isragli middle-class travelers with reassurances about
hospitality, cuisine, and safety. These narratives domesticated Albania through
comparisons to familiar Mediterranean experiences, projecting it as an exotic but
manageabl e location, aligned with Western | eisure expectations.

The article of April 25, 2018, titled ‘The Hidden Balkan Country: 10 Reasons Why
You Really Need a Vacation in Albania’, concisely yet accurately outlines ten reasons

why Albaniawould be a favorable destination for Isragli tourists.
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The food is amazing, the nature is green,
the hotels are new, the shopping is cheap,
and lsradli tourists haven't discovered it
yet. Albaniais shaping up to be the hottest
destination of the summer of 2018.

Western Europeisone of themost favorite
tourist destinations for Israglis, and today
itisalmost impossibleto find hidden gems
on the classic continent that are not
crowded with tourists. So, get to know
Albania- a pristine and gorgeous country,
which until recently was under a closed
and rigid regime. But al of that belongsto
the past, and in recent years, smal
Albania, whose area is similar to that of
Israel, has begun to open up to the West
and catch up with its tourist neighbours;
Greece, Macedonia, and Montenegro.

“So why a vacation in Albania?”

e  For thefirst time — direct flight;
e  For the prigtine nature;

e  For the amazing beaches;

e  For Tirang;

e  Thereisso muchto see;

e  For the Albanian people;

e  For thefood,;

e  For the shopping;

e  For thenight life;

e  [or the hotels.

The Hidden Balkanian: 10 Reasons Why You Really Need a Vacation in Albania

06.06.2018

https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -5240653,00.html
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A three-hour flight separates you from the
surprising destination of the year - Albania
After years of being under a closed and rigid
regime, under the controll of a paranoid leader,
Albania has broken free from its shackles, raised
its head, put religion aside and become an
intriguing tourist attraction. How come | didn't
visit you before?

ivaral e s s s ra s S e neerae S0 hereare someinteresting facts about Albania
e s e s e v "The Land of Eagles” is located on the globe in

| emmemmmmesmesmiemane - the beautiful Balkan region, in southeastern
SESISUERIIEVNLRN T VIIISENEE Europe. 1t borders Montenegro to the north,
Kosovo to the northeast, Macedonia to the east,
and Greece to the south. To the west of the
country lies the Adriatic Sea, from which its

impressive beaches spread out.

e

Albania is now considered one of the most
beautiful countries, mainly thanks to its
spectacular landscapes that combine wild strips
of nature, evergreen forests, valleys, rivers and
endless spaces.

The capital of Albania is the city of Tirana,
which is different in every parameter from the
villages in the country. The modern city, which
is about 110 meters above sealevel, maintains a
; 4 cafe scene that can also teach Tel Aviv athing

S ———="" _or two. The price of acup of coffee ranges from
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Cr7p 243 12 03 367 O WEN G0 (4 130 ¥ TK3 W Fee

MG WL VA ST PG W S e TRCOET T O RSN T PR T

DG AT Y WIED G DA L G STE B WS N e R30S

WSO WIS S0 N O VT W B A A BT YR
3 EIITG G S D < S B

o D
100 W Tl DN DR G DTWTE AP TS A0 NS

Albania Style: The New Destination of the Season
06.06.2018
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -5278567,00.html
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Starting last weekend, two direct flights from
Israel to Albania began operating on Friday
and Monday. In honour of the event and the
new route, we have compiled a humber of
recommended hotels for you in the new
destination of the season.

Forget about communist Albania, the one
whereit wasforbidden to eat chocolatein the
past, for example. It is now dowly aligning
with the modern world, and is developing as
a tourist destination that is now relatively
cheap to travel to. Here you can indulge in
five-star hotels in the capital without feeling
guilty, be exposed to a culture that has been
much less accessible to us over the yearswith
hospitable locals who are just waiting for
tourists.

Whereto deep in Albania?
02.07.2018
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -5297588,00.html#google vignette

In contrast, the truffle trade was portrayed as emblematic of lawlessness and
desperation, with reports of poisoning and violence in rural areas (“A story about a
mushroom and murder: There is war in the forest”). These depictions evoked frontier
imagery and reinforced a post-colonia trope of natural resource exploitation in weak

states.
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In poor Albania, people earn less than
400 euros amonth, and picking truffles
can yield 50 euros a day. Deep in the
forests, where there are no laws, fights
are waged between pickers - with
threats, felling and the murder of
dogs...

Threats, poisoned dogs and felled trees:
Albanids forests are an arena where a
war is being waged over truffles, the
precious mushrooms in this poor
European country known as "black
gold"...

The lack of regulations on mushroom
picking in Albania also puts its trees,
and therefore the truffles themselves, at
risk: careless mushroom pickers hit the
ground with hoes and spades, damaging
the roots of the trees on which the
mushrooms grow...

A story about fungusand murder: thereisawar inside the forest
07.08.2018
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -5324437,00.html

Simultaneously, more investigative reporting painted a darker picture. Albania’s
sweeping gambling ban was framed as a response to a “national epidemic” of addiction
and social decay. This narrative brought in the article titled “The country addicted to
gambling promises to quit”, highlighted widespread poverty, domestic violence, and

suicide, positioning the state as both a victim and an enforcer.
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In Albania, one of the poorest countries in
ano c

Europe, gambling addiction isamajor problem
~ "7 ™ that brings crime and violence. It promises that

mua no on January 1st everything will change.
?m'"" "_n“_’m N M m"_ma L Albanids great love for gambling is creating a
host of socia problems for the country, which
AR is one of the poorest in Europe: from domestic
violence, through poverty to organized crime.
I The Balkan country has promised itself that as
early as next week, with the beginning of 2019,
it will cut itswaist and try to quit, hoping to put
an end to the suffering that is draining the

strength of so many families.

A law will come into force on January 1st,
ordering the closure of 4,300 gambling dens,
which can now be found on aimost every street
corner.

The country that isaddicted to gambling promisesto quit
28.12.2018
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -5434696,00.html

A geopolitical subplot emerged in Albania’s expulsion of Iranian diplomats
following a Mossad-coordinated intelligence operation. In the article: “Albania expels
Iranian ambassador after conversation with Isragl”, Albania was celebrated as a reliable
partner in the I sragli-Western security nexus. Its actions were praised by Israeli and U.S.

officials.
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The Bakan country expelled the
ambassador and another Iranian diplomat,
after discussing the issue with severa
countries, including lIsrael. Local media
reported that the two were involved in
planning an attack during an lsragli
national team match about two years ago.
The US welcomed: "A signal to Iran that
its support for terrorism isintolerable”.

The US Secretary of State al'so praised the
decision: "l welcome the expulsion of two
Iranian agents who plotted terrorist attacks
in Albania. The world must stand together
to impose sanctions on the Iranian regime
until it changes its destructive behavior".

Albania expels Iranian ambassador after conversation with Israel

20.12.2018

https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -5429569,00.html

In 2019, Albaniaappeared primarily in two contrasting narratives: one emphasizing

humanitarian crisis and international solidarity, the other spotlighting symbolic exclusion

in global spaces. The earthquake of November 2019 generated widespread coverage in

Y net, with two extended articles, “Earthquake in Albania: 14 dead and 600 injured” and

“Dozens Killed in Albania, Israel Helps with Rescue”, which emphasized both the

tragedy’s human cost and the swift Israeli response. While the articles featured

emotionally charged survivor accounts and emphasized Albania’s mourning, the narrative

foregrounded Israel’s moral authority as a humanitarian actor.
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A 6.4-magnitude earthquake shook Tirana
and nearby cities early this morning — the

Bua & strongest earthquake there in decades. At
b g least 14 were killed, including a man who
r“mno jumped from his house to escape. In the
capital, residents fled into the streets with
600- mamn 14 :nmava anTe ITYY B babies in their arms. "My daughter is
TR trapped inside” Rescue forces are
AT = T O TSI VYD P TET TEeas et B s e %archl ng through the rubbl e.
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Earthquakein Albania: 14 dead and 600 injured
26.11.2019
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -5631926,00.html
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The search for survivors of the powerful
earthquake that struck the country
= yesterday continues in Albania this
evening (Wednesday). The official death
mwutnd toll has aready dlimbed to 26, and
. another 20 people are listed as missing.
m‘mmmuw mmo "’_Tm mw” m About 650 were injured. Israel sent a
i) 330 1 Gl 4 PRI A 5 1) rescue team from the foothills of Mount
O Hermon to Albania to assist in the
efforts, and it joined rescuersin Albania's
o second-largest  city, Durres, which
suffered the heaviest damage... In
addition to the Israeli team, rescue teams
from Italy, France, Romania, Turkey,
Greece, Croatia, Montenegro, Kosovo
and Serbia have also arrived to assist
Albania. Aspart of the search, the rescue
teams are using heavy mechanical
equipment, drones and dogs.

Dozenskilled in Albania; | srael helpswith rescue
27.11.2019
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -5632805,00.html

In an article dated September 7, 2019, titled ‘Scandal: Wrong anthem was played,
players refused to play’, Ynet depicts Albanians as a proud people. The report recounts

the reaction of the Albanian team to the playing of the Andorran national anthem instead
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of Albania’s prior to a Euro qualifier — it’s players’ refusal to continue until the correct
anthem was played became an assertion of national dignity in th efface of symbolic

erasure.
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M9 A huge disappointment for the French team. The
v 00 world champion did beat Albania 4:1 in the Euro

YDA . :nm | qualifiers, but apparently no one will talk about
" o ) , the game itself.

—

oo While the anthems were being played, the
T R e S 0T s Vi S0 ' stunned Albanians discovered that the French
™ e 74 1 20 T vy o e e A accidentally played the Andorran anthem. In

¥R DT N O X s 0 VO RO T

P 73 1 TR TR 30 e response, Albaniarefused to come on to play and

the game started seven minutes late. And, if that

‘\ wasn't enough, the French announcer apologized
to the Albanian people for the mistake.

The Albanians continued to warm up on the pitch
while the world champion players seemed very
amused by the situation. In the end, the Albanians
got what they wanted and their anthem was

played properly.

Scandal: Wrong anthem was played, playersrefused to play
07.09.2019
https.//www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L -5583744,00.html

Between 2020 and 2022, Y net discourse on Albania evolved along two principal
trajectories: one foregrounding Albania’s symbolic value as a pro-Western and Israel-
aligned aly in global security frameworks, and the other reinforcing longstanding tropes
of fragility, post-socialist dysfunction, and Balkan cultural otherness. These paralél
narratives were constructed across diverse genres—ranging from hard news and
investigative reporting to cultural commentary and symbolic diplomacy—revealing the
multifaceted and often ambivalent positioning of Albania within Israeli journalistic

depiction.
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The article of May 18, 2020, titled ‘Albania destroys the national theatre, dozens
arrested’, depicts a political and democratic strain emerging in the reporting on the
demolition of Tirana’s National Theatre in May 2020. The article highlighted Prime
Minister Edi Rama’s contested urban renewal project as a symbolic clash between
modernization and democratic accountability. Protesters accused the government of
pursuing elite-driven privatization under the guise of cultura development, a charge

further amplified by the timing of the demolition during the COVID-19 lockdowns.

0 B e g u g a a ﬁ g g g B G g 0_,,__,___‘ Actors and opposition activists confronted police

who came to secure the demolition work in

3 ] £]= s Tirana. They accuse Prime Minister Rama of
sy == destroying a 1939 heritage site for his own

1 personal interests. He promised: "A new theatre

muTn will be built, so that we will have a modern

NNOY I [NUNDD DX N0 vty BILEZEY  European city”.

NIy
ST e e e e e WECSREEEE Violent clashes broke out in Tirana, the capital of
A A TRR. 20 Albania, yesterday (Sunday) between police and
00 . protesters, including opposition supporters, angry
R e S e el at the decision to demolish the National Theatre.
Bt e o o e 37 people were arrested in therriots.
P AN A M B O e Wy
’ | A The protest against Socialist Prime Minister Edi

Rama's plan to demolish the building and build a
new theatrein its place has been going on for two
years. The project is divisive among Albanians,
and many are angry that Rama has decided to
carry out the demolition took place during the
Coronalockdown.

Albania destroyed the National Theatre, dozens arrested
18.05.2020
https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-5732904,00.html

The coverage in 2020 marked also a re-engagement with Albania’s recent past,
casting the country as emblematic of post-communist instability. A retrospective article
titled “The pyramids game that almost destroyed Albania” revisited the 1997 financial

collapse through the sensational frame of corruption, civil unrest, and societal collapse.

182


https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-5732904,00.html

A massive scam in the 1990s

‘I‘J that got out of control caused
n J]J n violent chaos in the streets
that escalated into a bloody
civil war that claimed the

lives of thousands of people.
Thus, the dream of getting

IA7ND SGTNY00 'DNWn

TR I"INA DYDY AT 106 ThUn rich quick nearly wiped out
M an entire country.
0000
The pyramid gamesthat almost destroyed Albania
24.06.2020

https://www.ynet.co.il/economy/article/5751711

In 2021, Ynet coverage shifted to themes of soft diplomacy and infrastructural
fragility. Thetragic deaths of four Russian touristsin aluxury Albanian resort saunawere

framed through a crime-and-mystery lens.

net

- - TR e M R e e

O'ND IXYDI Q'O ONASIIX  Four Russian tourists were found dead in a sauna
T OWMAANNDY o 5 resort in western Albania, local police said

e '.’E.' . over the weekend. The four, a couple aged 60 and
Trmmmmmmme e 59, their 31-year-old daughter and her 37-year-old

partner, died as a result of suffocation. The
circumstances leading to the disaster are ill

unclear.

LA & R R

Loca police are investigating the circumstances
of the deaths of four family members who died as
a result of suffocation. "I shouted several times
that the drinks and fruit they ordered were ready,
but no one answered," said the employee who
found their bodies.

Albania: 4 Russian touristsfound dead in sauna at luxury resort
17.10.2021
https.//www.ynet.co.il/vacation/flights/article/syjn6ykhk

On the other hand, another article cel ebrating the awarding of the Skanderbeg Order
to Avital Leibovich, an Israeli diplomat and former IDF officer, cast Albaniain a much

more brighter light. This moment of symbolic diplomacy was framed, in the article “The
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first Israeli that is given the Albanian Order of Honour: Lt. Col. Avital Leibowitz”, as
both a gesture of cross-cultural respect and a reaffirmation of Albania’s role as a Muslim-
majority country exceptionally aligned with Israel and the West. The narrative echoed
earlier media framings that presented Albania as a rare instance of pro-lsragli sentiment
within the Islamic world, highlighting shared historical memory (particularly Holocaust

rescue narratives) and strategic values.
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Lt. Col. (Res.) Avital Leibovich, Director General
of the American Jewish Committee (AJC) in
Israel, was knighted yesterday (Wednesday) by
the President of Albania, Ilir Meta. This is the
second most important decoration of honor in
Albania. The decoration is given to people who
have contributed to the security and devel opment
of Albania. Thisisaunique event, as Albaniaisa
Muslim country, which chooses to award a high
degree to an lsraeli, Jewish woman, for her
activities.

As part of her role, Leibovich held dozens of
meetings and connections between Albanian,
Israeli and American officials, promoted
agreements and cooperation in a variety of fields
(from academia and culture to business) and
worked to bring the Albanian and Jewish
communities closer together... AJC is a 115-
year-old non-governmental organization that
works to advance the interests of the Jewish
people through government relations and

diplomacy.

TheFirst Isradi toreceive the Albanian Order of Honor
16.06.2021
https://www.ynet.co.il/activism/article/SI8PBvdjd

The most significant shift occurred in 2022. The country’s severance of diplomatic
tieswith Iran following a cyberattack was widely reported in Isragli media as a bold and

principled stance, aigning Albania with Israel and broader Western interests in the
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domain of cybersecurity and counterterrorism. In the aftermath of this event, Ynet
published chronologically five articles, namely: “Due to cyber-attack: Albania cuts
relations with Iran”, “Albania in a sharp letter to the UN: “Iran endangered civilians
and tried to paralyze us’, “Iran attacks with cyberattacks, Israel will help: Albanian
Prime Minister to arrivein Israel today”, “Lapid and Albanian Prime Minister Agree on
Cyber Cooperation Against Attacks from Iran”. Albania was cast as a small but
courageous actor standing against Iranian aggression. High-level bilatera meetings
between Prime Ministers Edi Ramaand Yair Lapid reinforced this narrative, positioning
Albania as a junior yet reliable partner in the expanding network of Israeli digital and
intelligence aliances. Given the significance of thisevent and theintensity of itscoverage

in Y net, a concise chronological overview of these articlesis presented below.
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"D meR” Y Iranian dissidents have cancelled a two-day

AN 2 : summit, which was to include senior officias
ST S 3 TS S i from the United States and other countries,duero
TH DY 6P T0 YO0 YT AT TUTTOST QA3 P00 eI warnings of "potential threats." The purpose of
MW ST QAP 2 Y10 TOR YO 20181 OWYNIT 90 "IV EKa L thegatha’l ng Wasto "ca“ On B|den to adopt aflrm
00000 aD policy against the Iranian regime." The Albanian
authorities refused to comment on the
e cancellation of the summit and the terrorist
threats. However, the US embassy warned its
citizens that it was "aware of a potential threat
aimed at the summit,” and called on them to
"refrain from attending this event." In the
announcement of the postponement of the
conference, the summit organizers cited the
attack that the Mossad reportedly thwarted in
June 2018 in France, when Iranian intelligence
officer Asadollah Asadi planned to damage a
conference of the opposition organization
"National Council of Resistance of Iran."

Conference of Iranian Exilesin Albania Cancelled Dueto “Terror Threats”
23.07.2022
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/arti cle/slgtwgkh5#google vignette
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Albaniais severing diplomatic relations with Iran
and ordering its diplomats to leave within 24
hours, in response to a cyberattack in July: "An
extreme step, commensurate with the severity of
the attack that threatened to wreak chaos in our
country." According to the Albanian PM, the
attack involved hackerswho have also carried out
cyber-attacks in Isracl and Saudi Arabia...
Albanian Prime Minister Edi Ramaexplained that
this was a response to a severe cyber-attack that
Albania experienced last July - an attack that he
said was carried out by hackers who had aso
previously carried out cyber-attacks in Isragl. In
the attack, which took place on July 15, a series
of government websitesin Albaniaand the digital
services provided through them were temporarily
disabled... He noted that to carry it out, Iran had
contacted four different groups of hackers, some
of whom were behind cyberattacks in lsragl,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, the United Arab Emirates,
Kuwait and Cyprus... In what appears to be a
coordinated move, the US today strongly
condemned Iran's cyber-attack against Albania,
noting the fact that it is a NATO member. A
statement issued by the White House at noon said
that Washington "will take additional steps' to
ensure that Iran is held accountable for the cyber-
attack.

Because of cyberattack: Albania cuts off relationswith Iran
07.09.2022
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/arti cle/bkh9xzl xj#google vignette
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After Tirana decided to sever diplomatic tieswith
Tehran in response to an Iranian cyberattack in
July, Albanias ambassador to the UN sent a
complaint to the Security Council: "They tried to
delete government systems." Israeli ambassador
to the UN Gilad Erdan, who previously hosted his
Albanian counterpart in Israel: "The international
community must wake up"”.

Albaniain asharp letter to the UN: Iran endangered citizens and attempted to silence us
09.09.2022
https.//www.ynet.co.il/news/article/sllroyoes
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TIVORT M TS TR 11100 YWD PIrRY ¥°0 1351 - 1IN0 Moo T otm Prime Minister Edi Ramawill arrivein Israel on
TN T A1 ING AP0 WL MY AMKIANE AT g ggte visit and will meet with Prime Minister
‘0000 & ©  Lapid, among others. The purpose of thevisitis
to recelve assistance to strengthen Tiranas
—— cyber system, which claimed that the hackers
who attacked it had aso carried out cyber-

attacks against Israel in the past.

Another topic that is expected to come up in the
talks is promoting the holding of a first-of-its-
kind conference in Israel with the participation
of the heads of government of the Balkan
region, in order to strengthen their ties with
Israel in the fields of energy, agriculture, cyber,
and more.
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Iran launched a cyberattack, Israel will help: the Prime Minister of Albaniawill arrivein
| sradl today
23.10.2022
www.ynet.co.il/news/article/b1b5jigesttgoogle vignette
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Prime Minister Yair Lapid met with
TV 100D I NTYDD WX Ty Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama and

1 3 o agreed on cyber cooperation against Iranian
INTRD MISWN TIIm0A DINNA ™AW 0 | S e poss a

common threat to Israel and Albania We

saw thisin the Iranian cyber-attacks against

""'"*'""'.n Albania just recently. Israel will assist as
much as possible in the effort against Iran."

During the discussion, the leaders aso

7D QI Y TPK D0 I T e re e m e TS mnamern e di Scussed expanding cooperation between
TN THTAT TN AR AT e v Eran sman s nemainm - the countries and common challenges for
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PRSI (LM R Ao e e oo prunara | MpOrtance of combating anti-Semitism.
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Lapid and Albanian Prime Minister agree on cyber cooperation against attacksfrom Iran
23.10.2022
https.//www.ynet.co.il/news/article/ryuyatgei#google vignette
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In addition to these developments, Ynet’s coverage of Albania in 2022 features a
number of articles on diverse topics, ranging from the election of Albania’s new president
or a report on the Albanian royal family, to Russia’s intervention in Balkan politics, and
even a socio-historical phenomenon such as the ‘blood feuds.” The media coverage for
2022 starts with the article of May 18, 2022, titled ‘Farthest from Buckingham: Royal
Houses You Didn’t Know’, which provides a retrospective-historical account of the

Albanian royal family, focusing on the figure of Prince Lekalll.

Unlike Queen Elizabeth and her descendants, who
star in gossip columns and are famous all over the
world, Lekall, Prince of Albania, doesnot liveina
palace, was forced to live in exile until he was 20,
and hisnameisnot particularly well-known outside
his country. Karl von Habsburg could have been the
leader of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, if only it
still existed. Instead, he was content with a brief
term in the European Parliament. In an era when
kings no longer rule Europe, what is the role of the
NIV TDTTD N ORMATAN JIM A royal houses on the continent? And what is the deep

OMDA popular need that justifies the existence of noble
families even today?
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Farthest from Buckingham: Royal Houses You Didn't Know
18.05.2022
https.//www.ynet.co.il/news/article/hjs11nn0lc

Two weeks later, on June 4, 2022, Ynet published an article titled ‘Albania: Chief
of Staff, Bajram Begaj, Elected President by Parliament’, in which the election of the
Albanian President was reported in neutral tones, with emphasis placed on the symbolic
rather than strategic nature of the office, while also noting the absence of consensus from

the parliamentary opposition.
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enet Albanias army chief Bajram Begaj has been

—T mEmF cneeet aec@ elected president by parliament. The country's

left-wing coalition decided to nominate Begaj

after failing to reach a consensus with the

mem  OpPpoOSition on a candidate. He was elected by

amajority of 78 to four, after most opposition

NI T790 X 1IN 0INT90 17K representatives boycotted the vote or voted

against the nomination. The presidency in

arTna X Albania is largely symbolic, athough the

'S80 D president has limited powers over the military
and the judiciary.
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Albania: Chief of Staff, Bajram Begaj, Elected President by Parliament
04.06.2022
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/rjburxyo5#google vignette

During a UEFA Nations League match, in June 2022, Albanian fans booed the
Israeli national anthem. In the article titled “Shameful: Albania fans booed during the
anthem”, the incident was interpreted as a shameful event, in contrast to the friendly

official relations between the two states.

net
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TIANA 112 WO RTN TN 2D
_ AT umm A shameful event. During the lsraeli national team
NS A A gttt e 03 friaks 12 g WEpHEFTINN anthem tonight (Friday), many of the Albanian
0900 e fans booed. All thisin contrast to the Isragli flags
‘o that were placed throughout the city in recent days

and actually welcomed the team in a positive way.

In the end, the Isragli team was able to overcome
the boos and record a great second half, in which
they turned a deficit into a 1:2 victory thanks to a
great double by Manor Solomon.

Disgraceful: Albanian fans shouted contempt during the anthem
10.06.2022
https://www.ynet.co.il/sport/article/one412485#google vignette

However, this event was reported in a very short news report, taken from the local
Israeli network “One”. In contrast, the return match in Bloomfield Stadium in Tel Aviv,

thematch itself was described in details, with very enthusiastic tonesfor the Israeli victory
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in the extended article titled: “The Israeli national team advanced to the first tier of the
Nations League after a dramatic 2:1 win over Albania”. The incident with the Israeli

national anthem in the previous match is not mentioned at all.
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. Wow. The Israeli national team achieved
IIDING N7 N YTT N7V TROW N2 one of its most important victoriesin recent
MR TV 'ODTYT B2 INNY years this evening (Saturday) and did it in
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s League, after leading and conceding an
s equalizer right near the end — but managed
‘900 5EED ¢ to score the winning goal two minutes into
added time. This means that Israel has
oSt o moved up to the first tier of the tournament
and will compete against the top teams on
the continent, but has aso moved
significantly closer to a historic appearance

at the European Championship.

Albania fans march to Bloomfield ahead of
the match against I srael
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Thelsraeli national team was promoted to thefirst tier of the Nations L eague after a
dramatic 2:1 victory over Albania
24.09.2022
https.//www.ynet.co.il/sport/israelisoccer/article/hybk 7d2bj#google_vignette

On 18 October 2022, in afeature article on the “blood feud, titled “The blood feuds
behind the magical landscapes: A grim journey in the Alps of northern Albania”, the
author Limor Zadok presented remote northern areas in Albania as culturaly and legally
suspended in time. Drawing on literary and emotional tropes, the piece constructed a
contrast between the idyllic natural landscape and an underlying narrative of cultural

backwardness.The use of blood feuds as anarrative device reproduced familiar orientalist
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themes of Albania as semi-European and semi-tribal, where, in some remote regions,

modern legal systemsremain ineffective and cultural codes supersede formal governance.
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(Y007 I AN TEx YO N TS TN M N0 e
U740 (10T 230 108 0 S0 TROS 08T 170 1070 DT IToow During a jeep trip in the Balkans, Limor stayed
T T o e ™™ with a village woman named Fran, who told her
‘weanwseane the story of her difficult life, intertwined with the
- X R R — . story of the country she had never left. The
' brothers who were murdered, the father who
plunged into his own silence, and the sister who
declared one morning that she had become aman.
"When it comes to blood feuds, the current
situation in Albania is more difficult than in the

Middle Ages'.

The tradition of blood feud terrified the mountain
people, wiping out entire families from the
Albanian Alps and building watchtowers in their
place that will remain here forever. This is a
custom according to which arelative hasthe right
and even the obligation to avenge the blood of a
person who was killed or murdered, by killing the
B0 TR 3 e e e s res awoe oo Killer or murderer, or by killing a member of his
e S e e 7227 family. The tradition of blood feud dominated
northern Albania for centuries. It was stopped
about 70 years ago following the rise of
communism after World War I1. It was revived
with the fall of communism in Albaniain 1992.

0

The blood feuds behind the enchanting landscapes:
a gloomy jour ney through the Alpsin northern Albania
18.11.2022
https.//www.ynet.co.il/vacation/worl dtrips/article/hkggvuSbj#google_vignette

It isworth noting that 2022 wasthe year with the densest media coverage of Albania
in Ynet, with around twelve articles. In 2023, this coverage declined significantly, with

only three articles (excluding sports news), namely: ‘Diplomatic Embarrassment: Albania
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Backtracks on Intention to Appoint Nicole Raidman as Honorary Consul’; ‘Italy paid the
bill of tourists who ran away from a restaurant abroad’; and ‘Lakes, Treks, and Tasty
Cheap Food: We Visited a Surprising Country in Europe’.

Thefirst article, dated 26 june 2023, is about the honorary consul, Nicole Raidman,
controversy. The media coverage frames the incident as a “diplomatic embarrassment,”
critiquing Albania’s erratic diplomacy and image management. The decision to retract
Raidman’s appointment after initial confirmation is presented as evidence of institutional

fragility or elite indecision.

M MMTATR :NODITOYT N

The Albanian government has informed the
Israeli Foreign Ministry that it is revoking its

DT T n*:;”;;“;;% intenti_on to appoint Nicole Raidman as
e AN D A Albania's honorary consul to Israel...

TP I YT (LT YR (A YO P01 131 gT T TAT As we recal, about two months ago, at the

09090 e e beginning of May, it was announced that

Raidman had been appointed to the honorary

“0 position, but now it has been learned that the

Foreign Ministry, which at the time received a
letter of appointment, also received the letter of
revocation.

It should be noted that the announcement of the
withdrawal of the appointment of an honorary
consul is very unusual, especially since the
Albanians formally contacted the Foreign
Ministry with a request to approve Raidman's
appointment to the position, and she even visited
the Prime Minister's Office and the Foreign
Minister's office to coordinate the appointment.

Diplomatic Embarrassment: Albania Backtrackson Intention to Appoint
Nicole Raidman as Honorary Consul
27.06.2023
https.//pplus.ynet.co.il/rechilut/article/hjrz5uou2

The second article, dated August 19, 2023, reports on an event that made headlines

in numerous international media outlets. It states: ‘Four Italian tourists fled a restaurant

192


https://pplus.ynet.co.il/rechilut/article/hjrz5uou2

in Albania without paying for their meal—creating a diplomatic incident. The Albanian

Prime Minister raised the issue with Giorgia Meloni, and the Italian Prime Minister

demanded that the embassy pay the bill’.
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A security camera outside the
restaurant in the city of Berat recorded
the four Italian tourists fleeing the
scene. The footage was uploaded to
socia media and went viral, and the
incident caused a stir in both countries.
Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama
raised the issue this week, in a
conversation with Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni, who, like
many Italians, had also arrived for a
family vacation in Albania on the
Adriatic coast... Meloni promised to
address the issue, and contacted the
Italian embassy in the Balkan country.
"She ordered the embassy to “pay the
bill of theseidiots’, the Albanian prime
minister quoted Meloni as saying. He
added that Meloni said that Italy
"cannot lose its honour in thisway".

Italy paid the bill of touristswho ran away from arestaurant abroad: 'They areidiots

19.08.2023

https://www.ynet.co.il/news/arti cle/slakng033

In October 2023, Albania is prominently featured in Isragli travel journalism as a

“surprising” and “authentic” destination, marketed to middle-class Isragli tourists seeking

affordable leisure. The article “Lakes, Treks, and Tasty Cheap Food” employs a familiar

orientalist discourse, constructing Albania as an unspoiled, temporally dislocated

landscape, highlighting scenic beauty, local hospitality, and budget-friendly experiences.
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@ InAlbania, which is only dightly larger than
Israel, there are over athousand lakes. Most of
the lakes are artificial and are used to generate
hydroelectric power, which means that these
are not lakes the size of the Hexagonal Pool
but huge reservoirs of water that serve as
sailing routes, resorts and tourist attractions.
We are traveling to one such lake in northern
Albania- Lake Komani.

Most trips to the north of the country beginin
the city of Shkodra - the capital of the north
and the fourth largest city in Albania, from
which buses and taxis also depart for trips to
the north of the country, whichiswhy itisalso
called the "gateway to the Albanian Alps." We
decided to save a day and booked ataxi driver
to take us straight from the arport in the
capital Tirana, for 150 euros for atrip of about
three hours.

04.10.2023
https://www.ynet.co.il/vacation/worldtri pg/article/hkhlgtdj 6

This exoticizing toneis dramatically contrasted in the March 2024 report about the
detainment of two Israeli nationalsin Albania over medical cannabis. The article frames
theyoung Israglis asidealistic, naive kibbutzniks caught in an overly rigid Albanian legal
system. The narrative constructs a binary opposition: libera Western norms versus
Balkan legal inflexibility. Albania’s enforcement of its drug laws is depicted as out of

step with contemporary global attitudes toward medical cannabis.
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Two 22-year-old kibbutz members from the
southern region have been detained in Albania
for six months after being caught with cannabis
for medica use. Their trial has not yet
begun...The two, excellent students, arrived in
Albania from ltaly. They spent a week on the
country's coast and then wanted to continue to
Greece, but were arrested at Kakavijé border
crossing. Each of them was found to be in
possession of approximately 90 grams of
cannabis. Both had medical certificates proving
that they were consuming medical cannabis due
to their health conditions, and they did not hide
the cannabis but kept it in an obvious place
because they believed there was no problem...
While in Western countries the attitude towards
the issue is generally more inclusive, in many
places in the world there is no tolerance for the
possession of cannabis.

Two Isradlis have been detained in Albaniafor six months over medical cannabis
13.03.2024
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/arti cle/yokral3838580

Another article, with a different topic, from August 2024, covers Jared Kushner’s

billion-dollar redevel opment project in Albaniaand Serbia. Here, Albaniais depicted not

as an autonomous actor but as a site of elite foreign investment and symbolic

transformation—where “former battle sites” or Cold War bases are transformed in

€conomic opportunities.
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in Albania, which served as a military base
during the Cold War and has remained
abandoned for the past few decades. Another
project is planned in Belgrade, the capital of
Serbia, where two towers that served as the
headquarters of the Yugosav Ministry of
Defense and were bombed by NATO in 1999
will be converted into hotels.

With an investment of about a billion dollars:
Jared Kushner will turn European battlefieldsinto vacation resorts
07.08.2024
https.//www.ynet.co.il/economy/article/h1bo83eca

The most notable article in 2024 is related to the coverage of President Herzog’s
diplomatic visit to the Balkans in September, which frames Albania as a strategic ally in
Israeli security diplomacy. The article emphasizes Albania’s exceptional status as a
Muslim-mgjority state aligned with Isragl against Iran. References to the “Wing of Zion”
aircraft* and visits to Holocaust memorias construct a narrative of historica moral

continuity and soft power success.

4Wing of Zion isthe principal government transport aircraft of the State of Isragl, tasked with transporting
the President and Prime Minister overseas during international visits.
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Muslim country that stands by Israel against
‘ lll““ ‘ « thelranian axis. The purpose of the important

vigit is to strengthen security, strategic and
political partnerships in times of war, and to
promote vital security deals. In addition, the
visit to Albania will be the first ever by an
Israeli leader.
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For the first time in “Wing of Zion”, Herzog will promote Security deals in Serbia
and Albania
10.09.2024
https.//www.ynet.co.il/news/article/hyscora3a

As part of its coverage of the visit, the ‘Israel Hayom’ portal published a detailed
report on President Herzog’s meeting with Prime Minister Edi Rama, accompanied by a

video of their joint statement. The subsequent section provides a summary of this report.
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ks sl gemelpauiuan Sadus dode st ek Prime Minister Edi Rama in a meeting that
TR W UM ¢ = MU T 29 PRI sV focused on the issue of Isragli prisoners,
) strengthening relations between the countries,
and promoting economic cooperation. Albania,
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despite being a country with a Muslim majority,
demonstrates resolute support for Isragl in its
fight against terrorist organizations.

During the meeting between the two, Herzog
emphasized the difficult situation of Isradli
citizens held in Gaza, while emphasizing the
urgent need for internationa action to return
them. He said: "Still, even at this time, the
kidnapped men and women are being held in
cruel captivity in Gaza, in flagrant violation of
every humanitarian and ethical norm. The entire
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T S S (I oo need for the world to understand that the horrors
] we are witnessing, as well as the many
unnecessary victims of this war, in which so
many innocent people are losing their lives
because of the need to uproot this devil from the
depths of the earth, did not start from nowhere,
but began with a horror that no one in today's
world could haveimagined seeing in our lifetime.
Theimages of that day, that dark day, not only for
Israel, but for the entire world, are images that
must not be forgotten, and anyone who talks
about moving forward must start from these
images, otherwise history may repeat itself."

Albanian Prime Minister to Herzog: We will open a Chamber of Commer ce in Jerusalem
Israel Hayom: 12.09.2024
https://www.israelhayom.co.il/news/geopoliticdarticle/164340767heyday src=heyday search

The October headline “In controversial agreement: Italy sends asylum seekers to
Albania, on their way to deportation”, concerning Italy’s outsourcing of asylum seekers
to Albania, frames the latter as a geographic and political buffer zone for EU migration
control. Described as a “controversial agreement,” the article highlights Albania’s

subordinate role within European power hierarchies.

198


https://www.israelhayom.co.il/news/geopolitics/article/16434076?heyday_src=heyday_search

[-'EI P T e—
SR

Frai ireaereE il peeed ogee R

- wEng EEE

EEELFTF | e

nnn TN NFTINNI "UY 001
YT M1, MaTRT 07N eRTIn
TIETET N ST OV & I TR S ST R [ T

A0 TR T LR = V00 Vi WP T e - s 0 TE et
TUTTHI MY 0TI B F TR DI O OO T ST

P09 0 > oIy

IPIII (P YOO I TN (WY 2T

The right-wing government of Meloni wants
to deter illegal immigrants, and has started
sending asylum seekers to Albania to
process their applications there - outside the
borders of the European Union. Human
rights organizations are concerned about the
treatment of migrants in the facilities set up
in Albania.

The right-wing government of Giorgia
Meloni has set up two facilities in Albania
intended for asylum seekers - the first is
intended for registration, and the second for
residence and processing of their asylum
applications. Thisisthe first agreement of its
kind in which a country that is a member of
the European Union sends migrants to a
country that is not amember of the Union.

A residence facility set up by the Italians in
Albania

In a controversial agreement, Italy sends asylum seekersto Albania, on their way to

deportation
14.10.2024

https://www.ynet.co.il/news/arti cle/rkjwstgkjx

Finally, the November 2024 indictment of Erald Alimehmeti, an American-

Albanian SIS supporter, introduces a securitized and transnational frame that indirectly

implicates Albania through biographical proximity and familial networks. The article

“Indictment against |SS supporter in the US He helped a terrorist organization - and

called for harming Israelis” constructs Alimehmeti’s identity as hybrid and threatening,

invoking civilizational discourse through references to Jewish and Christian beheadings,

anti-lsragl incitement, and 1SIS symbology. Though Albania itself is not the primary

focus, the inclusion of familia and national background situates it within a broader

geography of radicalization, subtly reaffirming longstanding associations between the

Balkans and security risk.
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including a suggestion of attacking the Israeli

------ “0 consulate in New York. In addition, he was

interested in "sniper" attacks - and searched for
bulletproof vests and knives.
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- state that in October 2015, he posted a photo of
himself in front of the Israeli Consulate in New
York, performing the [SIS-related marking.
According to investigators, that photo, like other
photos that have been posted, reflected Sajmir’s
desire to encourage violence against Israelis and
act in amanner inspired by 1SIS.

Indictment against 1SI S supporter inthe US: "He aided a terrorist organization - and
called for harming | sradlis”
23.11.2024
https.//www.ynet.co.il/news/article/hjadcplfje

In summery, over nearly two decades, Ynet’s coverage of Albania constructs a coherent
yet multifaceted image that interweaves four primary interpretive frames:
Europeanization and reform, cultural and mora recognition, security partnership, and
touristic otherness. Through these lenses, Albania appears to Israeli readers as a
modernizing European aspirant, a site of moral admiration, a strategic ally, and an
accessi ble exotic destination.

The Europeanization frame consistently evaluates Albania through the vocabulary
of international institutions—IMF, NATO, and the EU—positioning it as a state under
supervision and measurement.

The cultural-moral frame, cantered on figures like the well-known Albanian writer
Ismaill Kadare and historical narratives of Besa and Holocaust rescue, introduces a
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humanistic dimension. Albania is portrayed as possessing moral capital—a Muslim-
majority country that protected Jews during the Holocaust and produces literature of
global resonance.

The security frame dominates in moments of regional or globa tension. Y net
portrays Albaniaasajunior yet reliable partner in aWestern and Israeli-aligned security
network. The country is positioned within a shared struggle against terrorism and Iranian
aggression, reaffirming Israel’s regional centrality and Albania’s loyalty.

Parallel to these, the travel and lifestyle frame transforms Albaniainto an exotic yet
safe country. Especially from 2011 onward, Ynet’s travel journalism markets Albania’s
landscapes, hospitality, and affordability while preserving orientalist undertones of
timelessness and simplicity. Even when addressing social issues—blood feuds, narcotics,
or economic fragility—these are aestheticized as local colour rather than systemic
critique.

Throughout, the coverage remains Israeli-centric: Albania’s significance lies in its
reflection of Israeli concerns—European modernity, moral exemplarity, counterterrorism
cooperation, and affordable tourism. Temporal shifts in emphasis correspond to real
geopolitical events (EU integration milestones, MEK relocation, cyber incidents) but do
not disrupt the overarching narrative.

In conclusion, Ynet’s Albania is a mirror and microcosm through which Isragli
readers encounter familiar themes: the ethics of memory, the metrics of modernization,
the cartography of alies and adversaries, and the allure of proximate difference. Across
changing contexts, these frames collectively sustain a stable interpretive template—a
small European Muslim country aigned with Western vaues, moraly upright,

strategically useful, and pleasantly discoverable.
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VII. PORTRAYAL OF ALBANIA IN THE IRANIAN MEDIA - THE
CASE OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWSAGENCY (IRNA)

This chapter examines how the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) portrays Albania
and asks what that portrayal reveals about the foreign-policy narratives Tehran projects
at home and abroad. As Iran’s state news agency, IRNA functions not merely as a
chronicler of events but as an instrument of official framing—indexing coverage to the
priorities of the political-security establishment and situating developments within
Tehran’s preferred strategic lexicon.

The chapter proceeds in three parts. Thefirst part synthesizes the foreign policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran. The second part outlines the bilateral relationship between
Albania and Iran—from the establishment of diplomatic ties to episodes of tension,
including expulsions, cyber incidents, and the 2022 break in relations—providing the
relational context against which media narratives are produced and received. The third
part presents ayear-by-year analysis of IRNA’s coverage of Albania, cataloguing themes,
headlines, and story types, and tracing how salience and tone shift across events.
Together, these sections connect policy, relationship context, and media output, enabling
a systematic assessment of how IRNA’s portrayal both reflects and projects Tehran’s

foreign-policy narratives.

7.1 Foreign Policy of the lslamic Republic of Iran

Since 1979 the Islamic Republic has been a centra pole in Middle Eastern politics.
Scholarship diverges on how to understand this role. One strand emphasizes Iran as a
“default regional power” whose prominence often reflects exogenous shocks rather than
a coherent grand strategy (Molavi & Goode, 2008; Juneau & Razavi, 2013). Chubin

(2009) similarly characterizes Tehran’s regional rise as “transitory and precarious,”
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enabled by permissive environments, the consolidation of hard-line politics in the
Ahmadingad era, and high oil rents rather than durable structural advantages. Other
analyses counter that Iran has nonetheless exercised significant geopolitical agency
through calibrated interventions and durable relationships with armed non-state partners
(Moonakal, 2024). These perspectives are not mutually exclusive: the Islamic Republic
has repeatedly converted external ruptures into influence, but it has done so through a
repertoire—proxy ties, asymmetric deterrence, and institutionalized decision-making—
that both magnifies opportunities and exposes vulnerabilities.

A distinctive feature of Iran’s regional statecraft is its alliance network—the
mehvar-e mogavemat (Axis of Resistance)—Ilinking Tehran to Lebanese Hezbollah, Iraqi
militias, the Houthisin Yemen, and Palestinian groups, among others. These ties provide
reach, resilience, and plausible deniability; they also complicate escal ation management
and invite counter-pressure. Open-source forensic and UN expert reporting have
documented Iranian systems and components in Houthi and Hezbollah arsenals and
traced logistic channels across land, air, and sea (Davar, 2022, February 14; USIP The
Iran Primer/Houthi Explainer: Timeline of U.S. Seizures & Timeline
Iran and Hezbollah). Western governments have repeatedly sanctioned IRGC-Quds
Force nodes and associated fronts for this role. The empirical record thus supports the
view that Iran’s influence is mediated through partners that can act semi-autonomously,
sometimes in ways that raise Tehran’s costs even as they advance shared aims (USIP,
The Iran Primer/Iran Deal: The IRGC isthe Final Hurdle).

Foreign policy is produced by a hybrid architecture. Constitutionally, the Supreme
Leader sets the “general policies” (IS <wlus) and arbitrates major disputes; the Supreme

National Security Council (SNSC) coordinates and decides on national security and
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foreign policy within the Leader’s guidelines; and the executive—headed by the president
and foreign ministry—implements policy (Ramazani, 2013; Ehteshami, 2009; 2014). In
practice, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and its Quds Force have
accumulated expansive influence across externa security portfolios, from Iraq and Syria
to maritime signalling in the Gulf. Analyses of Iranian politics under President Ebrahim
Raisi (2021-2024) highlighted increased centralization, securitization, and a diminished
role for classical diplomacy relative to the SNSC/IRGC (Supreme National Security
Council and thelslamic Revolutionary Guard Corps), axis (Azizi, 2024)—trends
diminished after the Raisi’s death in May 2024. The constitutional hierarchy and IRGC
weight also circumscribe the scope for presidential course corrections. the election of
Masoud Pezeshkian in July 2024 raised expectations for tactica de-escalation and
pragmatic engagement, but informed assessments stressed the structural limits on rapid
change. (USIP Iran Primer, 2023, June 28; USIP Iran Primer, September
5; Reuters, 2024).

Iran’s geopolitical position—straddling the Gulf, the Levantine corridor, and
Central/South Asia—has long fostered both opportunity and threat perception. Historical
experiences of foreign intervention and partition shape a persistent quest for esteglal
(independence) and khod-kafa i (self-sufficiency) that runs from Pahlavi modernization
to the revolutionary republic (Ghods, 1989; Fuller, 1991; Ehteshami, 2014). The
post-1979 polity fused republican institutions with a Shia-Islamic narrative of justice and
resistance. Early efforts to “export the revolution” strained ties with Arab monarchies;
over time, ideological ambition was layered onto transactiona regiona policy, not
replaced by it (Adib-Moghaddam, 2007; Keddie & Matthee, 2002; Takeyh, 2009). The

net effect isastrategic culturethat prizes autonomy, uses asymmetric capabilitiesto offset
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conventional weaknesses, and defines security in regime-centric terms—patterns visible
across three decades of crisis management from the Tanker War (part of the larger Iran—
Iraq War) to the Syrian conflict.

Hydrocarbons remain both enabler and constraint. Under the Shah, oil rents
financed militarized modernization and an activist regiona role. The Islamic Republic
sought to reduce vulnerability to external pressure, yet the economy’s structure has kept
oil central to fiscal capacity and foreign exchange. After the U.S. exit from the JCPOA in
2018, Iranian exports plunged; by 2023-2024, shipments had recovered substantially—
largely to China—through a “dark fleet,” document obfuscation, and ship-to-ship
transfers. Industry trackers and U.S. officials estimate 2024 crude exports in the 1.6-1.8
million bpd range, even as Washington insists no sanctions have been lifted and
periodicaly tightens enforcement against facilitators (EIA, 2024). This revenue stream
sustains macro-stability and regional activities but leaves Tehran exposed to enforcement
cycles and demand shocks.

The nuclear file remains the single most consequential driver of Iran’s global
relations. After previously undeclared facilities were exposed in 2002-2003, Tehran
negotiated with the EU-3 (European Troika) and then the P5+1 (China, France, Russia,
the United Kingdom, and the United Sates plus Germany), culminating in the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in July 2015 (EU/External Action/Nuclear
Agreement — JCPOA). The JCPOA imposed stringent, time-bound limits on enrichment
and intrusive monitoring in exchange for phased sanctions relief (Patrikarakos, 2012;
Fitzpatrick, 2013). The U.S. withdrawal in 2018 and subsequent Iranian steps away from
constraints—including enrichment expansion and the Iranian ‘Fordow’ Uranium

Enrichment Plant activity—re-inserted the program into a sanctions-countersanctions
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spiral. While periodic backchannel talks have explored partial de-escalation, the technical
baseline has shifted since 2019, raising the costs of re-entry for all parties (VOA, 2019,
November 7; Nephew, 2025, June 17.)

Much of Iran’s post-2001 regional positioning reflects the unintended consegquences
of U.S. regime change. The removal of the Taliban and Saddam eliminated proximate
adversaries and opened corridors for influence among Shia parties and militias—
opportunities Tehran exploited while calibrating against the risk of U.S. encirclement
(Ehteshami, 2014). The 2011 Arab uprisings underscored the limits of Iran’s soft power.
Support for alied regimes (notably Syria) and for armed clients cost reputationally across
Sunni  constituencies, even as Iran and Hezbollah framed the conflict through
anti-terrorism and anti-Western prisms. The uprisings thus intensified sectarian
polarization, recast Iran’s deterrence relationships, and entrenched the logic of proxy war
(Farmanfarmaian, 2011; Jones, 2019; Chubin, 2012).

Rapprochement and realignments: Saudi Arabia, China, and “Look East”. A major
inflection came with the Saudi—Iran rapprochement brokered by Beijing in March 2023.
Thejoint trilateral statement and subsequent ministerial contacts reopened embassies and
lowered the ceiling on overt bilateral confrontation, even as Yemen and the Levant
remained contested spaces. The deal simultaneously showcased China’s convening
power, validated Tehran’s “Look East” hedging, and complicated U.S.—Gulf coordination
on Iran policy (Jash, 2023, June 23). In paralel, Iran degpened institutional anchoring in
non-Western fora: it became a full member of the Shangha Cooperation Organization
(July 2023) and joined BRICS effective January 2024. Both moves serve signalling and

networking functions—mitigating isolation, easing sanctions evasion, and tying Iran
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closer to Chinese and Russian economic ecosystems. (Iran International, 2024, January
2; Reuters 2024; USIP, 2023, August 24.)

Russia’s war in Ukraine and defence-industrial linkages: Tehran’s growing
defence-industrial ties with Moscow—most visibly through provision of Shahed-series
UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles) and associated technology—have had significant
diplomatic repercussions, prompting EU/UK/U.S. sanctions and widening Iran’s
confrontation with the West. Open-source weapons forensics (e.g., Conflict Armament
Research) have traced engines and warheads in systems used in Ukraine to Iranian
producers, while Western intelligence has aleged cooperation on drone production inside
Russia. These linkages both monetize Iran’s UAV portfolio and embed it more deeply in
great-power rivalry. (Euronews, 2022, December 12.)

Continuities and constraints. The through-lines of Iranian foreign policy thus
combine enduring ideas (independence, deterrence, anti-hegemony) with learned tactics
(proxy management, layered coercion) and adaptive aignments (SCO/BRICS,
China-brokered détente). Internaly, factiona competition persists, but the decision
core—Supreme Leader primacy, SNSC coordination, and IRGC operationalization—
creates strong path dependence. Raisi’s death and Pezeshkian’s election in 2024
introduced new stylistic possibilities—especially for crisis management and tactical
de-escalation—but observers across the spectrum underline that strategic direction will
continue to be set by the Leader and security institutions. In that sense, Azizi’s (2024)
diagnosis of centralization and militarization remains a useful guide to near-term
trajectories—even with modest diplomatic openings (ME Council; Reuters, July 2024).

Three propositions help reconcile the literature with the empirical record. First,

much of Tehran’s regional footprint is indeed opportunistic, riding exogenous crises from
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2001 onward (Juneau & Razavi, 2013; Chubin, 2009). Second, agency matters: Iran has
invested in organizational capabilities—the Quds Force’s partner management, an
expansive sanction—evasion toolkit, a rapidly maturing drone/missile complex — that
convert shocks into influence at relatively low cost (Ehteshami, 2014; USIP/CFR
primers). Third, thismodel is brittle. It depends on oil revenue vulnerable to enforcement
cycles(EIA; Reuters, 2024), partnersthat can over-escalate, and a domestic economy and
polity under sustained stress from sanctions and social contention (Mafinezam &
Mehrabi, 2008). Rapprochement with Riyadh and institutional eastward anchoring
mitigate isolation but do not resolve the central bargaining problem with Western powers
over the nuclear program and regional posture. On balance, the Islamic Republicisneither
apassing flare nor an uncontested hegemon. It is aresilient, security-centric state whose
regiona influence is rea but contingent—amplified by networks and asymmetries,

constrained by resources, legitimacy, and the reactions it provokes.

7.2 Relations Between the Republic of Albania and the I slamic Republic of Iran

Albania and Iran officially established diplomatic relations in 1999, a move that capped
a decade of post-Cold War realignments. In that year, Iran opened an embassy in Tirana
(Bino & Likmeta, 2023; Hunter, 2010), reflecting Albania’s strategy of breaking out of
its post-communist isolation and Iran’s broader outreach to Eastern Europe after the Iran—
Iraq War. The groundwork for ties had actually begun earlier in the 1990s, though efforts
to formalize relations were fraught. Vickers and Pettifer (1997) note that Iran sought to
open a mission in Tirana, but “full diplomatic relations had not been established at the
time of writing, largely due to US pressure on [President] Berisha. But a trade and

economic aid office does exist” (p. 225).
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From the outset, the nascent relationship was tested by divergent strategic
alignments. In March 1999, the same year formal ties were established, NATO launched
an air campaign in Kosovo to halt Belgrade’s persecution of Kosovar Albanians. Albania
fully supported NATO’s intervention and aligned itself with its Western partners. Iran,
however, condemned NATO’s involvement, decrying the bombing campaign as an illegal
act of Western unilateralism that violated state sovereignty (Samii, 1999; Clawson, 1999).
Iranian officialscriticized the airstrikes as a breach of international law (Clawson, 24 May
1999). At the same time, Tehran tried to balance its stance by urging the Yugoslav
government to respect the rights of Kosovo’s Muslim Albanian population — an
acknowledgment of humanitarian concerns despite Iran’s opposition to NATO’s use of
force (Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1999). These conflicting positions introduced
early strains in Albania-Iran relations and reflected fundamentally different threat
perceptions and alliances: Albaniawas rapidly integrating into Euro-Atlantic institutions
(joining NATO in 2009), whereas Iran’s foreign policy was defined in opposition to
Western influence. This asymmetry in alignment and worldview would resurface in later
crises between Tirana and Tehran.

Despite the early friction, the late 2000s brought tentative efforts at renewed
engagement. In 2009, Iran appointed a new ambassador to Albania, signaling interest in
strengthening economic, cultural, and political ties in the Balkans. Albania appeared
receptive at first, hoping to diversify itsinternational partnershipsand attract investments.
Thisuptick in diplomacy suggested amodest warming in relations, as both sides explored
areas of mutual benefit. However, the warming did not last. Albania’s firm orientation

toward the U.S. and European Union, coupled with Iran’s growing tensions with the West
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over issues like its nuclear program, meant that deeper cooperation never materialized.
Therelationship remained cordial but limited until anew flashpoint emerged in the 2010s.

A pivotal turning point came with the issue of the People’s Mujahedin Organization
of Iran (MEK) — an exiled Iranian dissident group. Formed in 1965 to oppose the Shah
and later the Islamic Republic, the MEK had fought alongside Saddam Hussein in the
Iran-Iraqg War and was long based in Iraq. Tehran regards the MEK as a terrorist
organization and blames it for various attacks inside Iran. Notably, Western views of the
MEK evolved over time; the United States removed the MEK from its Foreign Terrorist
Organizations list in 2012, following lobbying and the group’s claims of renouncing
violence (Council on Foreign Relations, n.d.). In 2013 Albania agreed to resettle a group
of MEK members who were being evacuated from Iraq’s camp systems. An initial
contingent of 210 MEK members arrived in Albania in 2013 (Balkan Insight, 2013,
May 17). Over the next few years, that number swelled dramatically — by 2016-2017, the
total had reached several thousand MEK exiles resettled on Albanian soil (Congressional
Research Service, 2025, February 2025). Western governments praised Albania’s
humanitarian gesture and its willingness to protect vulnerable Iranian dissidents. Even
though Tehran was concerned about this, at the outset this event didn’t influence the
relations between the two states. Diplomatic meetings both in Tirana and Tehran were
held (as we shall see at part 7.3) aiming to strengthen the cooperation in the fields of
economy, culture and security.

However, the diplomatic relations became strained in 2018 when, in December,
Albania expelled Iran’s ambassador along with another Iranian diplomat, accusing them
of plotting terrorist attacks on MEK members in Albania. Prime Minister Edi Rama’s

government cited national security concerns, claiming to have foiled attacks allegedly
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orchestrated by Iranian operatives targeting the MEK community. The expulsions were
carried out with strong backing from the United States: Washington applauded Albania’s
actions as a robust stand against Iranian terrorism on European soil (BBC News, 2018).
Tehran, for its part, denied that its diplomats were involved in any wrongdoing and
dismissed the expulsions as the result of American and Israeli pressure on Albania. The
episode marked a serious deterioration in relations, and it foreshadowed further measures.
Indeed, in January 2020, Albania expelled two more Iranian diplomats, again citing
activitiesincompatiblewith their diplomatic status. These expulsions (in early 2020) were
likewisejustified by Albaniaon security grounds (V oice of America[VOA] News, 2020).
By this point, Albania had firmly demonstrated that it would side with its Western
partners’ assessments of the Iranian threat. Each expulsion deepened the rift with Iran,
which continued to protest its innocence and accused Albania of acting under
Washington’s direction.

In mid-July 2022, Albania’s government digital infrastructure was hit by a major
cyberattack that snarled public services and government websites. The attack was highly
disruptive, temporarily knocking out online portals for everything from Albanian state
servicesto airport systems, and was widely perceived — both in Tiranaand internationally
— as retaliation for Albania’s hosting of the MEK (EURACTIV, 2022). The cyberattack
was attributed to Iranian state actors or proxies. The hacking operation was linked to a
shadowy entity calling itself “Homeland Justice,” which posted antigovernment messages
apparently seeking revenge against Albania for the MEK’s presence. Public—private
forensics tied the intrusion to contractors working on behalf of Iran’s intelligence
services, subsequently, the U.S. Treasury Department imposed sanctions on severd

Tehran-based individuals and companies affiliated with Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence
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and Security (MOIS) for their rolein the cyber campaign (USIP/The Iranian Primer, 2022,
September 9). In parallel, cybersecurity firms like Microsoft and Mandiant released
detailed analyses of the malware and techniques used, conclusively pointing to Iranian
origins (Microsoft, 2022). The cyberattack in Albania drew swift international
condemnation. NATO denounced the attack on a member state’s critical infrastructure
and expressed full solidarity with Albania, underscoring the broader security implications
of state-sponsored cyber aggression (NATO, 2022). A smaler follow-up attack in
September 2022, involving a ransomware-style threat against Albanian data, further
reinforced the sense of urgency and violation.

In response to this unprecedented cyber aggression, Albaniatook the extraordinary
step of severing diplomatic relations with Iran. On September 7, 2022, Prime Minister
Rama announced that Albania was cutting al formal ties and ordered Iranian diplomatic
staff to leave the country within 24 hours. This was a historic move — possibly the first
time a nation state had broken diplomatic relations solely over a cyberattack. Albania’s
decision was vocally supported by its allies. The United States welcomed the move and
pledged support to Albaniain bolstering its cyber defense, while NATO issued statements
highlighting that such malicious cyber activities could have triggered collective concern
under Article 5 if they had threatened critical infrastructure (NATO, 2022, September 21;
White House 2022, September 7). Within the alliance, Albania’s firm response was seen
as setting a benchmark for dealing with state-sponsored cyber threats. Iran’s reaction was
one of defiance and denial: Tehran denied any involvement in the cyberattacks and
blasted Albania’s actions as being based on unfounded claims. Iranian officials argued
that the allegations were awestern-orchestrated conspiracy aimed at further isolating Iran,

and they lamented the severing of ties as an overreaction (Al Jazeera, 2022). With that,
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by late 2022, Albania-Iran relations had hit their lowest point in history — diplomatic ties
were completely ruptured.

Since the 2022 break, formal relations remain frozen, and the ensuing period has
been marked by mutual recriminations and sporadic incidents.

Internal developmentsin Albaniaregarding the MEK also gained attention. In June
2023, Albanian police raided the MEK’s Ashraf-3 compound (a camp outside Tirana
where thousands of MEK members reside) on suspicion that the group had violated
agreements and domestic laws — reportedly related to cybersecurity rules and illega
political activities inside Albania. The Albanian authorities suspended the MEK’s
activities and seized dozens of the group’s computers for investigation. The government
articulated a legal rationae for the raid, emphasizing that Albania must enforce its laws
equaly (Tirana Times, 2023).

In January and February 2024, Albania’s National Statistics Institute (INSTAT)
was hit by another cyber intrusion that crippled its databases. Albanian security agencies
quickly attributed the attack to the same Iranian-linked actors behind the 2022 incidents,
publicly naming elements associated with “Homeland Justice” as responsible (Euronews
Albania, 2024). These continued cyber incidents highlighted that even with diplomatic
relations cut, Iran and Albaniaremained locked in alow-grade conflict in the cyber realm.
For Albania, support from NATO partners in cyber defense has been crucial, and each
incident has been cited as evidence of the long-term risks posed by Iranian cyber
aggression.

As of 2025, the diplomatic breach between Albania and Iran shows no sign of
mending. Albania’s foreign policy remains tightly aligned with its Euro-Atlantic

commitments — its partnership with the U.S. and membership in NATO have essentially
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set the parameters of how it dealswith Iran. With embassies closed and no direct dialogue,

bilateral engagement is now minimal, confined to exchanges in international fora (such

as the United Nations) when absolutely necessary. In the following part 7.3, | have

explored and analyzed how these relations are portrayed by IRNA.

6.3 Portrayal of Albaniain IRNA

Iran’s media environment is dominated by state-owned or state-aligned outlets operating

under strict censorship and political control. A handful of major news agencies shape

information dissemination, each with ties to specific power centres in the Islamic

Republic. The most prominent agencies include:

Idamic Republic News Agency (IRNA; Persian: < s seea s, X)) — Official
state agency. Founded in 1934 (as Pars News Agency) and restructured after the
1979 Revolution, IRNA is Iran’s oldest news service. It is government-funded,
managed by the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, and consistently
reflects the official government line.
Fars News Agency (Persian: o4 ) X »3) — Established in 2003, it is widely
described as “close to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)” and serves
as ahard-line outlet aligned with the regime’s conservative camp.
Tasnim News Agency (Persian: adiwi s, 8 »3) - Launched in 2012 amid the
regional upheavals of the Arab Spring, Tasnim was created to “defend [Iran]
against negative media propaganda” and has close ties to the IRGC.

=  Mehr NewsAgency (MNA; Persian: s« s X »2) — Sate-linked, religious
establishment. Founded in 2003, Mehr News Agency is owned by the Islamic
Development Organization (linked to the Supreme Leader) and thus propagates

the regime’s ideological views.
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= Other media agencies, with less outreach to audiences are Iranian
Students’ News Agency (ISNA) and Iranian Labour News Agency (ILNA)

Overall, Iran’s news media are either official state organs or closely monitored
entities. This tightly controlled landscape means that to understand the Iranian state’s
perspective on foreign affairs, one should examine the outlets that explicitly speak for the
regime — chiefly, IRNA. IRNA stands out as the official news agency of Iran and the
primary conduit for the regime’s narratives. Several characteristics make IRNA theidea
platform for gauging Iran’s official perspective:

= Government Control and Line-Toeing: IRNA is government-run and adheres to
the official line on domestic and international issues.

= Wide Reach in Persian: As Iran’s official agency, IRNA maintains an extensive
infrastructure to broadcast the state’s message. It has 60 bureaus domestically and about
30 offices abroad.

= Agenda-Setting Role: In Iran’s hierarchical media system, IRNA often sets the
agenda that other outlets follow. Smaller agencies and newspapers frequently republish
IRNA stories, and state broadcasters take cues from IRNA’s reporting. Thus, examining
IRNA gives a representative sense of the state-sanctioned framing that will permeate
much of the Iranian media. The choice of IRNA ensures we are capturing the narratives
that Tehran’s institutions themselves propagate, rather than outsider commentary.

The timeframe 2012-2022 has been selected because it encapsulates a full decade
of evolving Iran—Albania relations, characterized by two main events: MEK’s relocation
from Irag, which started in 2012 and the diplomatic break in 2022. It is important to
emphasize that Albania barely figured in Iranian news discourse prior to 2012, thusit is

not pertinent to collect databeforethat time. Similarly, after the diplomatic break in 2022,
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there is a sharp decrease with sporadic articles of sport nature on Albania, thus making it
irrelevant for the scope of the dissertation to go beyond September 2022. Stopping at
2022 therefore captures the full escalation cycle.

Thus, the 2012—2022 window provides a coherent period in which to observe how
Iran’s official media narrative about Albania evolved in response to rea-world
developments. During this period, a total of 309 articles on Albania appear in IRNA in
the Persian language. The articles are not distributed equally aong the years. The
following graph illustrates the distribution of articles during this period:

Figure 3: Distribution of Articleson Albaniain IRNA

Number of Articles on Albania in IRNA: 2012 -2022
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The series of articleshasfour distinct phases: 1) alow-salience baseline with abrief
uptick in 2013; 2) a JCPOA-era build-up that peaks in 2017; 3) a plateau of securitized
coverage (2018-2021); and 4) acrisisspikein 2022. The year 2022 dominates, accounting
for 30.7% of al articles (95/309). The next highest year is 2017 (16.5%). The year with
the lowest number of articles is 2014 (1% of articles). Both the highs and the lows as

well asradica changes are important to identify.
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The rise from 13 articles in 2012 to 30 in 2013 is tied with the acceptance from
Albania of thefirst group of MEK evacuees from Iraq (a development with high salience
in Tehran’s security discourse). There is a steep fall in 2014 to 3 articles, which recovers
in 2015 (10 articles) and 2016 (25 articles), then peaksin 2017 (51 articles). This period
maps onto the JCPA “opening,” when Iranian foreign-policy messaging broadened
beyond the nuclear file and IRNA amplified visits, cultural diplomacy, and agency-to-
agency cooperation, including the IRNA-ATSH (Albanian Telegraphic Agency) content-
sharing agreement. The 2017 high point signals the maximum breadth of themes (culture,
economy, diplomacy), not yet overridden by confrontation.

From 2018-2019 the series settles into a mid-range band with the content mix
shifting from toward security. Two events anchor this turn: the U.S. exit from JCPOA
(May 2018) and Albania’s expulsion of Iran’s ambassador and a second diplomat
(December 2018). In 2020 Albania declares two more Iranian diplomats “persona non
grata”. IRNA’s tone hardens. However, the volume does not explode in these years.
Ninety-five articles in 2022 constitute a clear structural break in agenda-setting. The July
cyberattacks on Albanian government systems — attributed by Western investigations to
Iranian actors — and Tirana’s severing of diplomatic relations on 7 September generate a
wave of IRNA content. Nearly one-third of all decade-long coverage is concentrated in
this single crisis year, consistent with IRNA’s role as the government’s first-line platform
for narrating high-salience disputes to domestic audiences. Thus, the graph shows that
the series are event-responsive and frame-consistent: Albania coverage rises in
IRNA when it intersects with Tehran’s core security narratives.

Below | continue with a year-by-year analysis of the media portraya of Albaniain

IRNA. As mentioned above, at the analysis of the graph of articles distribution in IRNA,
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the yearly years (2012-2014) might be considered as a cautious start through culture and
diplomacy. The coverage of Albania was characterized by a relatively neutral and
measured tone. This period was defined by two parallel trends: a focus on soft-power
cultural engagement, and diplomatic monitoring of Albania’s domestic and regional
positioning.

Iran’s cultural diplomacy in Albania during this time featured prominently in
IRNA’s reports. Events such as the Photo Exhibition of Iran in Tirana (IRNA, 2012,
January 26) and the Ashura Commemoration Ceremony in Albania (IRNA, 2012,
November 26) were given detailed coverage. These cultural and religious events served
a dua function. On one level, they showcased Iranian heritage and traditions to an
Albanian audience, including the Shiite community in Albania, which Iran often
identifies as a cultural-religious bridge. On another level, these events provided Tehran
an opportunity to assert its presence in a region traditionally under the influence of
Western and Turkish soft power. The Ashura ceremony, for instance, held in Tirana and
reported on 26 November 2012, was portrayed not only as areligious observance but also
as an opportunity to reaffirm the Islamic Republic's cultural identity abroad. Similarly,
art exhibitions and poetry readings helped cultivate a more benign and intellectually
oriented image of Iran—one that emphasized shared civilizational values rather than
political rivalry.

Alongside these cultural narratives, IRNA also paid close attention to Albania’s
domestic political developments and its foreign relations, albeit with limited ideological
coloring. For example, the report on Albanian Prime Minister reshuffling his cabinet in
June 2012 (IRNA, 2012, June 24) presented this internal development with little

editorializing, focusing instead on procedural aspects of governance. Such reporting

218



reflected IRNA’s interest in maintaining a steady informational gaze on Albania. At the
regional level, Iran’s state media also reported on broader Balkan developments with
implications for Albania, such as Serbia’s protests against Hillary Clinton’s visit to
Belgrade (IRNA, 2012, October 31) or the U.S. navy docking at Albania’s Durrés port in
July 2012 (IRNA, 2012, July 14). While these articles mentioned Albania, the primary
narrative centered on NATO’s presence and U.S. influence in the region. The tone
remained largely analytical, signaling awareness of the West’s strategic use of Albania
without presenting it as adirect threat to Iran.

While the bulk of the coverage in this period remained cultural or diplomatic, a
subtle but significant shift occurred in 2013 with IRNA's first reporting on the transfer of
members of the Mojahedin-e-Khalg (MKO/MEK- refered by IRNA as the ‘Hypocrites’-
0adlie) from Iraq to Albania. The article dated 22 June 2013, titled “Third group of
Hypocrites (MEKS) transferred from Iraqg to Albania” (IRNA 22/06/2013), noted the
relocation of the third group of MEK members to Albania. At that time, the tone was
relatively subdued, ssimply reporting the development as part of a broader regional
reconfiguration of the MEK's |logistics after their evacuation from Camp Ashraf in Iraq.

Third group of Hypocrites (MEK ) transferred from Iraq to Albania
... The UN announced in a statement that it had accepted a third group of 71 people for
resettlement in the country, following an offer from the Albanian government to accept 210
people... Britain removed the MEK, which had been on its and other countries' terrorist lists
for many years, from thelist in 2008, and the European Union did the same in 2009 and the
United States in 2012... The second group of MEK members was transferred to a camp in
Albania on June 29, 2013... In 2011, the Iragi government established contacts with the
United Nations to expel the MEK from the country... In an agreement signed between
Baghdad and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, about 3,400 MEK
members must leave Irag.
22/06/2013
https.//irna.ir/xj22NQ

Following the article on the transfer of the third group of MEK members (22 June
2013), IRNA displayed a particular interest in Albanian politics, initiating extensive

coverage of political developmentsin Albania, especially the parliamentary elections of
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23 June 2013. Between 21 and 27 June 2013, it published approximately eleven distinct

articles.

Below isatimeline of articlesrelated to the 2013 parliamentary electoral process.
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A look at Albania's parliamentary elections based on the new structure of the country's

parliament
...The Albanian Election Commission announced that about 3,000 observers from inside and
outside the country will monitor the integrity of the voting process in polling stations
nationwide... “Catherine Ashton,” the European Union’s High Representative for Foreign
Affairs, and “Stefan Fiile,” the EU Commissioner for Enlargement, recently warned that
Albania’s political leaders must ensure the conditions for democratic elections so that all
parties and citizens can accept the election results...

21/06/2013
https://irna.ir/xj229G
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Albania’s parliamentary elections begin - will the political deadlock end?
According to IRNA news sourcesin the Balkans, about 3.3 million eligible votersin Albania
can vote at the pollsto elect 140 representatives, and thisisthe eighth parliamentary election
since 1990, theyear communism fell in the country... Edi Rama, leader of the Socialist Party
and former mayor of Tirana, who has no doubt about his victory in the parliamentary
elections, warned of the possibility of irregularities and fraud by the conservatives... He
expressed hope that thisround of parliamentary elections would be conducted in accordance
with European Union standards and without any violations... Sali Berisha, leader of the
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Democratic Party and current Prime Minister of Albania—who has regarded himself as the
guardian of democracy since the fall of communism in the country—has promised in his
election campaign asix-percent increase in salaries and pensions... He has also pledged that,
if victorious, he will bring Albaniainto membership of the European Union.
23/06/2013
https://irna.ir/xj235D
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Shooting between éection rivalsin northern Albania hasleft one dead and threeinjured
According to IRNA from Balkan news sources, Tofig Soleimani, spokesman for the Albanian
Police Department, told reporters in Tirana that Gjon Gjoni, an activist of the left-wing
opposition party, waskilled in a shooting with the ruling Democratic Party's candidate in the
parliamentary elections that began this morning.

23/06/2013
https.//irna.ir/xj23c7
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Theruling coalition and the Opposition of Albania each called themselvesthe victory of
the elections
Albanias ruling codition's current prime minister, Sali Berisha, and opposition Socialist
Party leader Edi Rama each declared victory in the parliamentary €elections about an hour

after the vote ended.
24/06/2013

https://irna.ir/xj23vd
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The opposition Socialist Party'sleading in the Albania elections
Preliminary results from Albania’s weekend elections on Monday indicated that the
opposition Socialist Party was leading, and Edi Rama, the party’s leader, firmly called on
Sali Berisha, the outgoing Prime Minister, to acknowledge defeat... According to Agence
France-Presse (AFP) from Tirana, Rama told reporters: “I have a message for our rivals, and
it is that there always comes a moment when one must accept defeat”... The Albanian
Election Commission, after counting 24 percent of the votes, announced that the opposition
bloc was leading in several areas, including the capital, Tirana... According to projections
by the Socialist Party, the opposition aliance could secure 84 out of 140 seats in the
parliament.

24/06/2013
https.//irna.ir/xj23H3
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Albania’'s Socialist Party callson primeminister to accept defeat in elections
Rama, the leader of Albania's Socialists, told reporters on Monday that it was clear that the
Socialists were leading in most cities, noting that the vote count was still ongoing.

24/06/2013
https://irna.ir/xj23H|

Parliamentary elections and Albania’'s European destiny
The parliamentary elections in Albania, the final results and the ruling party's approaches to
accepting apossible victory of the opposition could directly affect the future of this country's
accession to the European Union. According to the latest news from the counting of votesin
Albanias parliamentary elections, opposition parties have managed to win nearly 80 of the
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140 parliamentary seats, surpassing the coalition supporting current Prime Minister Sali
Berisha.

25/06/2013
https://irna.ir/xj244W
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Albanian Prime Minister Admits Defeat in Parliamentary Elections
According to IRNA, citing news sources, Sali Berisha admitted the defeat of the ruling
codition in the parliamentary elections and added: "We accept the results of the
parliamentary elections and | wish success to my electoral opponent.” Berisha, who was
waiting for the final counting of the ballot papers, appeared with his supportersin the center
of Tiranaon Wednesday night and, accepting full responsibility for the defeat in the elections,
resigned from the Democratic Party, which he was the leader of, and said that he would
continue his political activity as a member of parliament.

27/06/2013
https.//irna.ir/xj25d3

I will not dwell on the analysis of these articles, due to their large number, but |
wish to emphasize that such an output—eight articles and an extended commentary—
represents an unusually intense coverage of the parliamentary el ectoral processfor asmall
country like Albania. Thisis particularly striking when we take into account the level of
coverage of these éections in Arab media, such as Al-Arabiya, or in the Isragli Y net,
where electoral processes generaly receive very limited attention compared to other
news, and are most often confined to reporting only the election results.

| also note that some of these articles are highly extended, including commentary,
statistical details, and presentations of smaller, non-contending parties, exceeding
sometimes 1,300 words; as in the case of the article “Parliamentary Elections and

Albania’s European Destiny.”
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At the same time, there is a clear tendency to portray the opposition as the favorite
to win the elections and as a source of hope for fundamental changes in the country’s
development along the path of European integration. It seems that, during this period,
Iran was anxiously awaiting possible political changes in Albania, considering that the
agreement for the transfer of MEK members from “Camp Ashraf in Iraq” to Albania had
been signed by the Berisha government and came immediately after Hillary Clinton’s
visit to Albania in November 2012. The protests in Serbia on the occasion of Clinton’s
visit on 31 October 2012 (“Serbians rally against Clinton’s visit to Belgrade,”
31/10/2012), in which Albania was also mentioned, may also be viewed in this context.

It appears that Iran anticipated that, with the coming to power of the left-wing PS-
LSI codlition, it would develop closer relations with the Albanian government and state.
The main reason for this expectation was precisely the presence in Albania of MEK
members, who would soon come to be regarded abroad as the “Iranian opposition in
exile”, while IRNA would consistently refer to them as the “Terrorist Group of
Hypocrites” (0silie i 55 53 S s S — Geruhake Terroristiye Monafikin), and later as the
“terrorists residing in Albania” (0ii S slacus )5 5 — ferorist 'haye Albani nashin)—
and not as the “People’s Mujahedin of Iran Organization” (Sazemane Moxhahedine
Khalke Iran, o) Gla cpwlas e )l), the name by which the organization refered to itself
and was internationally recognized.

Another indicator of theimportance IRNA attributed to these el ections and political
developmentsin Albaniaisthe fact that almost all of these articles contain images rel ated
to the events—something that was not commonly seen in its coverage of news from

Albaniain the preceding period. Within the framework of media framing and the impact
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of images in this context, | have chosen, for a significant number of the articles selected
for analysis from 2013 onwards, to aso present the corresponding images.

Notably, the selection of visuals evolves from neutral depictions—such as the
Albanian flag or a ballot paper—to more evocative images that convey electoral tensions
whileforegrounding the most prominent Albanian political figures: those with whom Iran
hoped to build more fruitful ties—the outgoing and the incoming prime ministers.

This tendency - reflecting an effort to deepen cooperation and intensify relations
between the two countries, is also evident in the subsequent news reports, continuing up

until the formation of the new government, as follows:
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Dr. Jahangiri's congratulatory message to the Prime Minister of Albania
Mr. Edi Rama
Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania
| would like to express my sincere satisfaction and congratul ations on the occasion of your
appointment as the Prime Minister of Albania. The Islamic Republic of Iran, taking into
account the existing capacities in the two countries, has always welcomed the strengthening
and expansion of relations and | hope that in the new period, we will witness increasing
development and greater mobility in bilatera relationsin all political, economic and cultural
fields. | pray to God Almighty for your health and success and the prosperity and pride of the
Albanian government and people.
Eshaqg Jahangiri
First Vice President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
04/09/2013
https.//irna.ir/xjzK QH

This article contains an image of the logo of the “Press Office of the Presidency of

the Islamic Republic of Iran and conveys the congratulations of the Vice President of the
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Islamic Republic—i.e., not the President himself— which may be interpreted as a
cautious stance by Iran, pending the new Albanian government’s position on issues such
as the MEK and the nuclear agreement. Two months later, on the occasion of Albania’s
Independence Day, the newly elected Iranian president himself sent a message of
congratul ations to the President of Albania.

In the same vein, IRNA published two separate articles on the formation of the new
government in Albania: the first concerning the decree of the President authorizing the
leader of the Socialist Party, Edi Rama, to form the new government; and the second

reporting the Albanian parliament’s vote of confidence in the Rama cabinet.
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The President of Albania appointed the leader of the Socialist Party to form a gover nment
According to IRNA, Balkan news sources, the Socialist Party and the Socialist Movement
for Integration won 83 seats out of 140 in the parliament in the eighth parliamentary election
in Albania since 1990, when communism collapsed, in June of thisyear... The leader of the
Movement for Integration, Ilir Meta, was elected as the new speaker of the Albanian House
of Representatives by the other coalition party.
10/09/2013
https.//irna.ir/xj2T5h
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Albania’s parliament gave the vote of confidence to the country’s new prime minister
According to IRNA from foreign sources, while explaining the government program and
introducing the ministers of his cabinet, Edi Rama, the socidist leader and new prime
minister of Albania, pledged to accelerate the stages of European integration and improve
the country's economic situation... Referring to the establishment of democratic reforms in
the country, he called the new government's priority to strengthen the rule of law and fight
financia corruption in the country.

15/09/2013
https.//irna.ir/xj2WRy

In another article, in October 2013, IRNA reports on a meeting of the Iranian
Ambassador to Albaniawith the Mayor of Tirana, Mr. Lulzim Basha, who had just been
elected leader of the Democratic Party in July 2013. IRNA covered this event with a
statement from the Iranian Ambassador in Tirana, but without providing images from the

meeting. The only image shown depicts the Iranian Ambassador in Tirana.
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Theinteraction between the people makesthe foundations of Iran'sand Albania's
friendship stronger
The Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Albaniaon Wednesday met with Lulzim
Basha, Mayor of Tirana, and pointed out the significant cultural, linguistic, and religious
commonalities between Tehran and Tirana, saying: Strengthening interaction between people
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will increase the understanding between citizens of the two countries and strengthen the
foundations of friendship between the two nations... In this meeting, Tirana Mayor Lulzim
Basha aso welcomed the strengthening of interaction between the capitals of the two
countries, referring to the role of Iranian culture and civilization in the Balkan region, which
has historical roots.
02/10/2013
https.//irna.ir/xj39vY

In 2013, alongside its pronounced interest in political developments, IRNA’s
coverage of Albaniaalso addressed several domestic and bilateral issues: the fight against
narcotics; protests over the proposed dismantling of Syria’s chemical weapons in
Albania; and diplomatic items such as President Rouhani’s congratulatory message on
Albania’s National Day and the Iranian ambassador’s meeting with Foreign Minister
Ditmir Bushati. Selected examples include:

In its 16 November 2013 article, “Albania opposes the destruction of Syria’s
chemical weapons in the country,” IRNA reports: “The Albanian government on Friday
rejected a U.S. request to destroy Syria’s chemical weapons in the country,” framing the
decision as “resistance by the Albanian government to the U.S. administration’s request,”
whereas in fact the move followed intense domestic public opposition. Albania is
depicted as a small, impoverished state: “The unexpected opposition of this small,
impoverished country in the Balkans has cast doubt on the ability of the Organization for
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons to transfer about 1,300 tons of Syrian chemicals,
including mustard gas and sarin, out of the country.” IRNA also characterizes the stance
of NATO-member Albania as a diplomatically “unexpected surprise,” stressing that it
came in response to a U.S. appeal: “Few diplomats expected the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) member to oppose the destruction of Syria’s chemical weapons,
which Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama said was at the direct request of the United

States.”
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Albania opposes the destruction of Syria's chemical weaponsin the country

16/11/2013
https://irna.ir/xj3HN4

On 28 November 2013, in an article titled “President’s congratulatory message on
Albania’s National Day,” IRNA published a message from Iran’s President, Hassan
Rouhani, addressed to the President of the Republic of Albania, Bujar Nishani, on the
occasion of Albania’s national holiday. Among other things, it stated: “I hope that, given
the historical ties between the two nations and the commencement of the activities of the
new governments in the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Albania, we will
witness the growing development of bilateral relations in all political, economic, and
cultural fields, as well as the promotion of international cooperation.”

It is worth noting that Hassan Rouhani was el ected President of Iran in June 2013
and served until 2021. In foreign policy, he is known for paving the way toward the
signing of the JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action), negotiations for which had
already begun with the involvement of the P5+1 (the five permanent members of the UN

Security Council plus Germany).
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President's congratulatory message on Albania's National Day
28/11/2013
https.//irna.ir/xjzL JJ

In fact, in IRNA’s articles from this period, the issue of negotiations to resolve
“Iran’s nuclear question” receives particular priority and is presented as an opportunity
to lift the sanctionsimposed in 2006 and thereafter by the UN Security Council, following
Iran’s refusal to halt its uranium-enrichment program. After publishing President
Rouhani’s congratulatory message on Albania’s national holiday, IRNA followed up in
December 2013 with two articles on Iran’s efforts in this regard and the possible impact
of these efforts on bilateral relations.

On December 2, 2013, IRNA published an article titled "Iran's ambassador to
Albania Iran isnot looking for anuclear weapon", which states: "The Ambassador of the
Islamic Republic of Iranto Albaniasaid in an interview with areporter from the Albanian
newspaper "Gazeta Shqiptare” (Albanian Newspaper): Iran is not seeking to acquire
nuclear weapons'. According to IRNA, the Iranian ambassador in Tirana said that this
stage of negotiations between the P5+1 Group and Iran could be a good start for taking
bigger stepstowards afinal resolution of the issue, adding: "The Islamic Republic of Iran
has embarked on this path with serious political will pursue it with firm determination

and open eyes.” Speaking about Iran’s newly elected president, Hassan Rouhani, he noted
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that “the majority of the people voted for the candidate whose main slogan—both
domestically and internationally—is moderation and dialogue based on logic.”

The article ends with the Ambassador expressing "hope for the development of
economic interactions between Tehran and Tirana, saying: The Islamic Republic of Iran
can meet the needs of Albania in sectors such as ail, gas, petrochemical products,
industrial goods, agricultural machinery, and technical and engineering services...The
geographical location of Iran and Albania can turn the two countries into each other's

gateways to two important regions. the Balkans, Central Asia, the Caucasus, and the

Persian Gulf".
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Iran'sambassador to Albania: Iran isnot looking for a nuclear weapon
02/12/2013
https.//irna.ir/xj3W3f

This article was followed by another of December 6, 2013, titled "Albania: Iran's

new approach to resolving the nuclear issue is promising”, which stated:

The Albanian Foreign Minister, in a meeting with our country's ambassador in Tirana on
Friday, welcomed the recent developments in the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran since the beginning of Mr. Rouhani's government noting: “Iran's new approach to
resolving the nuclear issue is very promising”... The Albanian Foreign Minister proposed
exploring areas of cooperation between the two countries — particularly in the economic and
cultural sectors -given the significant capacities on both sides...
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Albania: Iran's new approach to resolving the nuclear issueis promising
06/12/2013
https://irna.ir/xj3Y p9

In 2014, IRNA’s media coverage of Albania begins with an article dated 5 January,
titled “Printing a calendar with religious occasions of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) in Albania,”
which states: “According to a report on Sunday by the Islamic Culture and
Communications Organization, this calendar was printed on the occasion of the new
year”. It is worth noting here that the Islamic Culture and Communications Organization
isagovernmental body subordinate to Iran’s Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance.

The publication of a religious calendar does not usually constitute news, except
when it is part of a broader narrative—which, in this case, is the portrayal of Albaniaas
a regional epicenter of Shi’a Islam, that is, as a religious gateway for the projection of
soft power. In this context, the article establishes doctrinal parallels by mentioning, within
the same paragraph, the shrine of Abas Ali on Mount Tomor in Albania and the shrine of
Imam Ali (bin Abu Talib) in Najaf, and it confers a regional dimension on the Shi’a
presence: “This calendar is decorated with images of the shrine of Hazrat Abbas Ali on
Mount Tomor in Albania, Bektashi strongholds in Albania, Greece, Serbia and Egypt,

[and] the holy shrine of Imam Ali (AS) in the city of Najaf...”. This narrative would
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subsequently remain a recurring feature of IRNA’s religiously themed articles relating

to Albania.
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Printing a calendar featuring thereligious occasions of the Ahl al-Bayt in Albania
05/01/2014
https.//irna.ir/xj4kMc

This new wave of Iran’s efforts to strengthen relations with Albania was reinforced
by the message conveyed by the President of Iran, Hassan Rouhani, during a special
meeting with the new Ambassador of the Republic of Albaniato Iran, Mr. Genci Mugagj®,
on the occasion of the presentation of his credentials. In an IRNA article dated February
24, 2014, titled “President of the Republic in the meeting with the new ambassador of
Albania: 1 hope we will see closer relations between Iran and Albania,” the Iranian
President, Hassan Rouhani, stated: “Stability in your region and good relations with Iran
are among our goals, and | hope that we will soon see closer relations between Iran and
Albania.”

According to IRNA, this was reciprocated by the Albanian Ambassador, Mucq],
who said: “...With your new thinking and approach in the international arena, the world

has come to understand that Iran holds a significant place in the region and in the world.”

5 Genci Mucgj was nominated by the President of Albania as the Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Albaniato Republic of Turkey (resident) and as non-resident ambassador to the Republic
of Azerbaijan, Republic of Georgiathe Islamic Republic of Iran, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the
Republic of Kirghizstan.
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Transitional Phase (2015-2017): Increase in the Intensity of Articles as the result of

theincrease in the cooperation between the two countries.

The period between 2015 and 2017 marked a transitional stage in the Iranian media’s
portrayal of Albania, as reflected in IRNA’s reporting. Regardless of the warm tones of
the articles between 2012-2014, one cannot but observe that in 2014 there are only two
articles, onein January and onein February about Albania. In 2015 the number of articles
increases to ten distributed pretty much throughout the year. The novelty hereis that for
the first time IRNA starts to write also for social, economic and judicial problems of
Albania such as student protests, emigration, judicial reform etc. After 2015, the number
of articlesincreases radically with 25 articlesin 2016 and 51 articlesin 2017. This period
is of paramount importance to analyze because it is marked by the signatory of JCPOA
by Iran and 5+1 Group, which had its impact in Albania as well. The JCPOA aimed at
easing economic sanctions on Iran, which in turn would create opportunities to increase
the volume of economic relations with Europe, primarily in the petrochemical sector. Iran
sought to exploit this new reality as an opportunity to raise the level of its relations with
Albania by promising an expansion of economic ties. However, given Albania’s small
size, it was not a primary focus of Iran’s economic interests; rather — as will be shown
below — Iran appears to have sought to leverage this opening as a form of soft power to

gain access to the MEK issuein Albania

Dominance of Soft Power — Cultural, Religious and Economic Diplomacy: IRNA
gave considerable attention to Iranology conferences held in Tirana, poetry events and
literary analysis seminars, and celebrations of religious milestones such as the birth
anniversaries of Imam Ali and Hazrat Fatima. These events functioned as soft-power

tools to promote Iranian culture and religious identity. For instance, the conference on
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Iranian poetry and cultural philosophy (3 January 2015) and the cultural event celebrating

the work of Iranian poet and singer Shahram Nazeri in the city of Berat (8 march 2015)

were highlighted as successful instances of bilateral intellectual exchange.
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Explaining and Studying Iranian Poemsin Albania
According to the IRNA cultural group on Saturday, the "Iranian Poetry Night" ceremony was
held in Tirana with the support of the Albanian Center for Oriental Studies and the
participation of the Saadi Shirazi Cultural Foundation... The ceremony, which was attended
by Ermal Bega, the head of the Albanian Center for Oriental Studies, Abbas Azizi, the head
of the Saadi Shirazi Cultural Foundation, Ghanvi, the representative of the Iranian Embassy
in Albania, and agroup of Albanian intellectuals and cultural figures, discussed on the issue
of the Albanian's connection and familiarity with Iranian poetry.
03/01/2015
https://irna.ir/xj8jTq
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Celebrating Shahram Nazeri in Albania
According to the IRNA Cultural Group on Sunday, this ceremony was held in continuation
of the cooperation between the Iranian Cultural Delegation, the Cultural Center and Library
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of Vexhi Buhargja in Albania and the High School of Artsin Berat, with the presence of
Abbas Azizi, head of the Saadi Shirazi Cultural Foundation, and a group of intellectuals,
cultural figures, and young Albanian enthusiasts... In this ceremony, Renuard Mimani, head
of the Margarita Tutulani Cultural Center, expressed his gratitude to Professor Shahram
Nazeri and delivered a speech celebrating traditional and classical Iranian poetry and music
and itsimpact on the people and cultural figures.
08/03/2015
https.//irna.ir/x|92Zx

A very interesting article as a case study is the one regarding an interview that the
head of the Rufai Tarigat in Albania, Sheikh Qemaludin Reka, gives to IRNA on the
occasion of the 26th anniversary of the death of Ayatollah Khomeini. Inthisarticletittled:
“Head of the Albanian Muslim Community: Imam Khomeini (RA) was the factor behind
the spreading Islam”, Sheh Qemaludin Reka is not presented as a leader of the Rufai
Tarigat in Albania, which has a modest number of members, but as the “Head of the
Albanian Muslim Community” (Sl gblehas Cuxas Gai ) — @ community that represents
the mgjority of Muslims in Albania. The article makes no mention of Sheh Qemaludin
Reka as a leader of the Halwati Tarigat. According to IRNA, Qemaludin Reka said
referring to Khomeini “Imam Khomeini (RA) caused a large number of people in
southeastern Europe to convert to Islam... his thoughts illuminate the path of Muslims”,
and caled acting in compliance with Imam Khomeini's teachings as an undeniable
necessity for Muslims. Inthe perception of the Iranian public, this creates the impression
that the majority of Muslim Albanians, represented by the “Head of the Community”,
consider Ayatollah Khomeini as a guidance for all the Muslims and as a disseminator of
the Islamic Religion in the world. Such “lapses”, reappear later in IRNA’s media coverage
of Albania, which tends to present the Muslim population of Albania as predominantly
Shi’ite-Sufi... These are typical cases of distorting facts and deforming reality through

the use of terms and coinages.
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Head of the Albanian Muslim Community: Imam Khomeini (RA) wasthe factor behind
thetrend towardsldam
02/06/2015
https.//irna.ir/xj9SgM
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Similarly, in the article “The Ceremony of The Birth of the Prophet (pbuh) and
Imam Xha'far al-Sadiq (a) in Tirana”, the celebration of the Prophet Muhammad’s birth
in Tirana (18 December 2016) was reported with an emphasis on interfaith harmony and
Islamic unity. These initiatives were designed to emphasize Iran’s commitment to cultural
cooperation. It is worth noting that the celebration of the Prophet Muhammad’s birthday
—an established religious event in the Ilamic tradition in Albania—was, in thisinstance,
celebrated on the same day as the birthday of Jafar al-Sadiq’, an eighth-century Muslim
scholar who is considered by Shi’ites to be the sixth Imam in the order of the Twelve
Imams of Shi’ism. Thistype of dual celebrationisnot part of thereligioustradition rituals
of Albanian Muslims. Moreover, in the historical context, although both were born in the
same lunar month, Rabi a-Awwal, the birthday of the Prophet Muhammad falls on the
twelfth day of that month, while the birthday of Jafar a-Sadiq falls on the seventeenth,
thus a difference of five days. This distinction is further confirmed by the fact that the
Bektashis—the Shi’a Sufi order with the largest number of followers in the Albanian

territories—do not observe this kind of joint commemoration.
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It is evident, therefore, that we are dealing with an initiative to create a new,
“hybrid” rite that fuses Albanian Muslim tradition with Iranian Shi’ite practice by
celebrating both birthdays on the same day. The presence at the ceremony of Iran’s
ambassador and the cultural attaché of the Iranian embassy in Tirana indicates that Iran

was a party to thisinitiative.
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The Ceremony of The Birth of the Prophet (pbuh) and Imam Xha'far al-Sadiq in Tirana
The ceremony to celebrate the birth of the Holy Prophet of Idam, Hazrat Muhammad
Mustafa (PBUH) and Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS), was held on Friday night in the presence of the
Ambassador and Cultural Counselor of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Tirana, the capital of
Albania.

18/12/2016
https.//irna.ir/xjhY 59

Iran’s engagement with Albania in trade diplomacy and media collaboration
continued throughout 2016-2017. IRNA noted several joint meetings between Iranian and
Albanian press agencies and referencesto the publication of Iranian cultural and scientific
journals in Tirana. These efforts sought to maintain a narrative of mutual respect and
cooperation in areas outside of politics.

IRNA devoted particular attention in this period to its cooperative relations with the
Albanian Telegraphic Agency (ATA) and Albanian Radio and Television (RTSH),

covering these developments in several dedicated articles.
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On 27 February 2016, on the occasion of avisit to Iran by the Director of Albanian
Radio and Television, Martin Leka, IRNA published two related articles titled “Albania
radio and television director: IRNA is the source of news from the Persian Gulf region”
and “IRNA and Albanian Radio and Television (RTSH) expand cooperation.” According
to IRNA, the RTSH director—accompanied on this visit by Besnik Mustafaj, senior
adviser, and Ilir Keko, director of the network’s film and documentary department—
emphasized: “Our visit to Iran marks the starting point of bilateral relations, and this
meeting demonstrates both sides’ interest in developing these relations.” According to
IRNA, during this visit Leka held a meeting with Mohammad Khodadi, Managing
Director of the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA), at which acooperation agreement
was signed between IRNA and RTSH. In this meeting, the Director of RTSH “expressed
his surprise at the massive participation of the Iranian people at the ballot boxes in the
10" term of the Islamic Consultative Assembly elections and the 5th term of the
Assembly of Experts, saying: | visited some polling stations in Tehran yesterday. The
presence of the people was truly magnificent and admirable.” He also “expressed his
satisfaction with the nuclear agreement between Iran and the P5+1 countries, considering
it abasis for strengthening peace and friendship in the world, and expressed his hope that
media cooperation between Iran and the Republic of Albania would also expand under

the new circumstances”.
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Albaniaradio and television director: |RNA isthe sour ce of news
from the Persian Gulf region
27/02/2016
https://irna.ir/xjdQV 2
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IRNA and the Albanian Radio Tele\/lson expand cooper ation
27/02/2016
https.//irna.ir/xjdR2g

This cooperation between IRNA and Albanian media expanded in February 2017
with the signing of a cooperation agreement with the Albanian Telegraphic Agency
(ATA). Theagreement was concluded during a visit to Tehran by ATA’s director, Gézim

Podgorica, and was covered in two separate articles on 21 February 2017 titled “Direct
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exchange of news between Iran and Albania with IRNA and ATA cooperation” and “Iran
and Albania expand their news cooperation.”

According to IRNA, during his meeting with Mohammad Khodadi, Managing
Director of the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA), Gézim Podgorica, the Director
of ATA, said: “Until now, we have been translating news related to Iran from media
outletsin different countries, but from now on, we hope to receive the news directly from
IRNA”. In a separate meeting with the Director General of Foreign Media of Iran’s
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Mohammad Jafar Safi, Podgorica stated: “It
is important for us to publish accurate and verified news,” while Mohammad Jafar Safi
suggested that Albanian radio and television networks establish direct relations with

Iranian radio and television.
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Direct exchange of news between Iran and Albaniawith IRNA and ATA cooperation
21/02/2017
https://irna.ir/xjjJR9
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Iran and Albania expand their news cooperation
Tehran - IRNA - The Director General of Foreign Media of the Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance and the Head of the Official News Agency of Albania emphasized the
determination of both sides to expand news cooperation between Tehran and Tirana.
21/02/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjjK 36

In addition to itsinstitutional cooperation with RTSH and ATA, during this period
IRNA gave specia attention to media collaboration with Albanian publicists and
commentators, an example of which is the visit to Iran by the well-known Albanian
publicist and commentator Ben Andoni (Baftjar Luzati).

In an article of October 2017, titled “Passing traditional journalism and entering

the digital age, obstacles and challenges” IRNA reports:

Baftyar Luzati, editor-in-chief of the political and social weekly ‘Java’ in Albania, explained
the process of transitioning from traditional journalism to the digital age at the special session
of the international section of the 23rd edition of the Press Exhibition, and examined the
obstacles and challenges facing modern journalism, including the spread of fake news and
the deviation from news valuesto attract the audience.

In another article dated 31 October 2017, titled “Albanian journalist: Iran is a

cultural superpower”, IRNA reports:

...On the sidelines of a meeting between a delegation of European media and a group of
Albanian journalists in the Islamic Republic News Agency, Andoni told an IRNA reporter:
“This is my third visit to Iran and | was previoudly in Iran to cover parliamentary
elections.”... The editor-in-chief of the Java news agency continued: “During this time, |
have been observing the young generation of Iran and, to be honest, | have witnessed more
freedomsin these three years.”
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Passing traditional journalism and entering the digital age, obstacles and challenges
29/10/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjn48T
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Albanian journalist: Iran isa cultural superpower
... The editor-in-chief of the JAVA news agency continued: During this time, | have been
looking at the young generation of Iran and, to be honest, | have withessed more freedomsin
these three years... Andoni added: “Most of the news we see and hear in European media
about Iran consists of ‘propaganda attacks.” For example, you can look at BBC or CNN—
most of their reports are about nuclear weapons. .. Iran is a cultural superpowers; it is a treasure
of traditions, culture, and music. We are very interested in your culture and want it to spread
throughout the world, rather than hearing only news about nuclear weapons from Iran
31/10/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjn4ZL
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The IRNA coverage of cultura cooperation between Albaniaand Iran goes hand in
hand with the coverage of the cooperation in the economic diplomacy. The JCPOA
agreement occupies an important part in these articles. It appears frequently from both
parties, Albanian and Iranian representatives, which shows the importance of this
agreement in the international arena and hence on the international rel ations between the
two countries. Below is a presentation of a part of some articles focused mainly on the
economic and political cooperation between the two countries. Hence, in an article dated
May 3, 2016, titled: "Albaniainvites Iran's private sector to share production and exports
to the European market", which describes the meeting in Iran of the Deputy Foreign
Minister of the Republic of Albania, Selim Belortaja with the Head of Tehran Chamber
of Commerce, Belortgja called for investment by Iranian firms in the country for joint
production and exports to the European market. He added: "Albanias imports are three
times the country's exports, and Tirands trade balance with Tehran is negative; Iran
exports $1.4 million worth of goods to Albania annually, while it imports less than $1

million from this country".
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Albaniainvites Iran's private sector to share production and exportsto European market
03/03/2016
https.//irna.ir/xjdThZ
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On 19 October 2016, IRNA published an article on the occasion of the presentation
of the letters of credence by the new Iranian Ambassador to the Republic of Albania,
Gholamhossein Mohammadnia (who, two years later, would be declared persona non
grata). In this article, titled “Albania’s President: I value economic and cultural exchanges
with Iran,” it is reported that the President of the Republic of Albania, Bujar Nishani,
“described Iran as a great country with a rich culture and world history, and said: I highly

value the economic and cultural exchanges between the two nations.”
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The President of Albania: | value economic and cultural exchangeswith Iran
19/10/2016
https.//irna.ir/xjhjKd

A month later, on 14 November 2016, IRNA published another article on political
cooperation between Iran and Albania. This time, it was another high-ranking Albanian
official, the the Speaker (Chairman) of the Albanian Parliament, who emphasized the
value of relations between the two countries. The article, titled “The Head of the Albanian
Parliament: Iran has agreat historical and civilizational status,” describes the meeting of
Ambassador Mohammadnia with the Speaker of the Albanian Parliament, Mr. Ilir Meta,
who, according to IRNA, “considered the relations between the two countries to be good

in al fields, especialy cultural, given their historical and cultural affinities, and added
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that Tirana and Tehran can also enhance their economic cooperation by leveraging the

extensive opportunities they possess”.
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Albania's Parliament Speaker: Iran hasagreat historical and civilizational status
14/11/2016
https.//irna.ir/xihnBK7

This “soft power” trend continued throughout 2017 with several high-level
meetings. Particularly noteworthy is the media coverage of the visit of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Albania, Ditmir Bushati to Tehran, where he met with
the highest-ranking officials of the Iranian state, accompanied by a delegation of major
Albanian business representatives. IRNA dedicated intensive coverage to this visit.

The first article on the visit, dated 15 January 2017 and titled “Albanian Foreign
Minister: We are determined to remove all trade barriers with Iran,” reported that the
Albanian foreign minister arrived in Tehran on 15 January at the head of a trade and
economic delegation. The senior Albanian official identified the gas, agricultura
products, and tourism sectors as priority areas for cooperation with Iran, adding: “In
addition to these sectors in which we seek special cooperation with Iran, we also welcome
cooperation with Iran in other fields.” Bushati emphasized: “I will soon speak with my

Iranian counterpart about a comprehensive package to support investment in the two
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countries, including the avoidance of double taxation for investors.” These statements—
made during a meeting with the head of Iran’s Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture in Tehran — indicate that the primary focus of the visit was the

devel opment of economic relations between Albaniaand Iran.
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Albania’s Foreign Minister: We are determined to remove all trade barrierswith Iran
15/01/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjjhtw

Also on 15 January 2017, Minister Bushati met with his Iranian counterpart,
Mohammad Javad Zarif. In the article related to this meeting, titled “The Albanian
Foreign Minister: Conditions have been provided for the deepening of relations with the
Islamic Republic of Iran,” IRNA reported that “the Albanian Foreign Minister, referring
to Tiranas will and interest in expanding relations with our country, said: ‘Unlike in the
past, the time and conditions are now in place to deepen relations with the Islamic
Republic of Iran; for this reason, Albania has decided to open its embassy in Tehran’”.

For his part, his Iranian counterpart, Zarif, stated: “There are many opportunities to
devel op and strengthen cooperation in the political, cultural, and economic fields between
the two countries”, mentioning as potential areas of cooperation “road construction,

railways, and energy (electricity and gas), in which Iran has the requisite technology”. In

247


https://irna.ir/xjjhtw

addition, during this meeting, the Iranian Foreign Minister “stated that European
countries, including the Balkan countries, are suffering from the growth of extremism and
expressed Iran’s readiness for cooperation between the two countries in combating
extremism and terrorism.”

It should be noted at this point that this “cooperation between the two countries in
combating extremism and terrorism” appears to be a diplomatic way of signaling the
presence and activities of the MEK organization in Albania—an organization to which
IRNA, in its articles, consistently refers as the “Terrorist Group of Hypocrites,” thus
reflecting the rhetoric used by Iran. This seems, therefore, to be a hint at establishing a
“cooperative relationship” aimed at monitoring the MEK—in other words, to gain access
to information, and more, concerning this organization. Minister Bushati did not comment
on this point, which may be understood as a sign of the Albanian authorities’

unwillingness to cooperate with Iran on this matter.
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The Albanian Foreign Minister: Conditions have been provided for the strengthening of
relationswith the I lamic Republic of Iran
15/01/2017
https://irna.ir/xjjhD6
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On 16 January 2017, Minister Bushati met with the President of Iran, Hassan
Rouhani—the highest-level official meeting between the two countries. In the article
published on this occasion, titled “Rouhani: The post-JCPOA period is an appropriate

opportunity to deepen cooperation between Iran and Albania,” IRNA writes:

In ameeting with the Albanian Foreign Minister, the President said: The post-JCPOA period
has provided a good opportunity to develop and deepen Tehran-Tirana cooperation in all
fields, especialy economic and trade, and the private sectors of the two countries should
make good use of this opportunity... Recalling the extensive capacities and capabilities of
the two countries, the President deemed cultural cooperation — including between the
academic and scientific centers of the two countries — essential.

It should be emphasized that, within its soft-power strategy, Iran assigns particular
importance to cooperation in the academic and scientific sphere—appriority later reflected
in severa joint activities with the Albanian Academy of Sciences—viewing this as an
opportunity to highlight “shared cultural-religious roots” through institutions that produce
scholarly knowledge.

Further, during thevisit—and in parallel with theforeign minister, Zarif—President
Rouhani “continued by stressing the necessity of a common fight against violence,
extremism, and terrorism, saying: Terrorismisaglobal problem and one of our great tasks
is to combat violence, especially terrorism,” adding that: “Tehran is ready to cooperate
with various countries, including Albania, in the fight against terrorism.” Although
couched in diplomatic language, within the framework of “a common fight against
violence, extremism, and terrorism,” it is clear that Iran’s primary concern lies with the
activity of MEK membersin Albania—whom IRNA subsequently also refers to as “the
group of hypocrite terrorists residing in Albania.” This is borne out by the fact that, in
these top-level official meetings, senior Iranian officials repeatedly link the development
of comprehensive economic—cultural cooperation to “Iran’s readiness to cooperate with

Albania in combating extremism and terrorism.”
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Asfor Minister Bushati’s position, IRNA reports:

Confirming that the JCPOA has opened new horizons in Iran's cooperation with the world,
including Albania, the Albanian Foreign Minister said: “By developing a roadmap, we are
determined to create a solid foundation for the future relations between the two countries by
enhancing the level of political, economic, commercial and cultural cooperation”... He also
pointed out the necessity of combating violence, extremism and terrorism and reminded: “We
must act unitedly in this area and we are ready to strengthen consultations with Iran in the
fight against terrorism”.

Regarding this reported statement by Minister Bushati on willingness “to strengthen
consultations with Iran in the fight against terrorism,” it’s noteworthy that | have not been
able to confirm it from sources outside Iranian media. In any case, it certainly does not
represent the official position of the Albanian government; indeed, it is worth
emphasizing that in subsequent developments, IRNA itself would portray Bushati as
aligned with “the American pro-MEK stance,” as will be seen in articles from the 2018—

2019 period.
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Rouhani: The post-JCPOA period isan appropriate opportunity to deepen cooperation
between Iran and Albania
16/01/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjjhT4

Also on 16 January 2017, another article was published, titled “In an interview with
IRNA, Albania’s foreign minister: Our country’s banking sector is seeking ties with Iran,”

in which Minister Bushati was quoted as saying: “The fact that the Albanian trade
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delegation includes representatives of the country's large companies is a sign that there
are no concerns regarding commercial and financia issues, but establishing banking
connections takes time”.

In effect, this reflects a degree of caution on the part of the Albanian government
regarding the establishment of banking links with Iran, showing that, despite efforts to
elevate the level of relations a mutual climate of mistrust persists over deepening

cooperation in strategically sensitive sectors.
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In an interview with IRNA, Albania’s foreign minister: Our country’s banking sector is
seeking tieswith Iran
16/01/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjjhZv

Following this interview, on the same day, 16 January, IRNA published another
article titled “Vice President in a meeting with the Albanian Foreign Minister: In the post-

JCPOA era, we are ready to host Albanian investors”, which reports:

TheVice President and Head of the Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization
said in a meeting with the Albanian Foreign Minister: “Given the positive atmosphere after
the JCPOA, we are ready to host Albanian investors in the field of tourism infrastructure
construction.” Zahra Ahmadipour, from the Cultural Heritage Organization, added in her
meeting with Ditmir Bushati: “We are aso prepared to hold exhibitions, conferences, and
promote interaction and communication among artists.”
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The use of the term “the post-JCPOA era” (sla_n )l o O)s?) in this article, as well
as in preceding ones, indicates that this elevation of relations between Albaniaand Iran
was a direct outcome of Iran’s signing of the nuclear agreement, JCPOA, with the five
permanent members of the UN Security Council (United States, United Kingdom, China,
France, Russia) and Germany—otherwise known as the P5+1 agreement—which was

finalized in Viennaon 14 July 2015.
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Vice President in a meeting with the Albanian Foreign Minister: In the post-JCPOA era,
we areready to host Albanian investors
16/01/2017
https://irna.ir/xjjj8y

I wish to emphasize that this upgrading of Albania’s relations with Iran is not an
isolated case, but part of a broader atmosphere created after the signing of the P5+1
agreement, the JCPOA.. Thisis corroborated by the fact that, during this period, top-level
officials from five Balkan states paid official visitsto Tehran. In an article of January 18,
2017 titled “5 heads of state travel from Balkan region to Iran, political achievement of
JCPOA”, in an interview with the scholar Vahid Parastash, IRNA describes the visits of

five Balkan leadersto Iran in the period following the JCPOA. The article reports:

In order to have an accurate picture of the development of relations with these countries after
theimplementation of the JCPOA,, it isnecessary to refer to the visits of high-ranking political
officials from this region to Iran after January 17, 2015. The first president from the Balkan
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region to visit Iran after the implementation of the nuclear agreement was Serbian President
Tomislav Nikoli¢. On April 19 of this year (2016), in a meeting with Dr. Rouhani, he
expressed his interest in developing relations with our country and celebrated the nuclear
agreement... Exactly one month later, on May 19 (2016), Croatian President Kolinda Grabar-
Kitarovi¢ visited Tehran... On July 10 of this year (2016), Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko
Borissov arrived in Tehran... On November 25 (2016), ‘Bager Alija Izzetbegovi¢,” the then
Chairman of the Presidential Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina, traveled to Tehran and
Isfahan with a high-ranking delegation of ministers... The visit of Slovenian President Borut
Pahor to the Islamic Republic of Iran on December 2 (2016), which was carried out for the
first time in the past 25 years, as well as the opening of this country’s embassy in Tehran, is
considered an expression of the strong will of the two countries to develop relations... The
senior researcher of international relations added: The last political official from the Balkan
region arrived in Tehran from Albania just two days before the anniversary of the
implementation of the JCPOA. During thisvisit, Albanian Foreign Minister Ditmir Bushati,
in a meeting with Dr. Rouhani, stated that the JCPOA has opened new horizons in Iran’s
cooperation with the world, including Albania...

Thus, as cited in this article, the Foreign Minister of the Republic of Albania was
the last high-ranking official from a Balkan country to visit Tehran after the signing of
the JCPOA.

Thisvisit of the Foreign Minister, Ditmir Bushati, to Tehran was quickly followed
by a number of cultural, religious, and scientific events, both in Albania and in Iran,
involving prominent academics, journalists, publicists, loca government |eaders,
associations, educational institutions, and others. Iran was invested significantly in the
organization of these activities, as part of a clear effort to increase its influence through
soft power. The media framing of these events often came through the publication of
statements by participants expressed in positive tones about Iran, its culture, or its
“leading role in the Islamic World”.

At times, this “enthusiasm” in describing Iran in positive terms shifted toward the
publication of opinions with one-sided positions on regiona developmentsin the Middle
East. For example, in an article of 25 January 2017, titled “Albanian Islamic activist:
Iran’s government has always been a supporter of Muslims”, IRNA published an
interview with one of the leaders of the Khalwati Sufi order in Albania, Sheh Rustem

Shehu, during his visit to Iran on the occasion of the ceremony to introduce Mashhad as
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the cultural capital of the Islamic world. He is quoted by IRNA’s correspondent as saying:
“Unfortunately, there is now extremism among some neighboring Muslim countries,
which isnot worthy of Muslims”. I should clarify here that by these “neighboring Muslim
countries” he was referring to the Arab-Sunni states of the region. The article then quotes
this “Islamic activist” as saying: “We must ask God to establish unity in the Islamic world
so that people themselves can recognize their true and appropriate leaders”. Regardless
of the accuracy of this quotation, it is clear that what is being employed here is purely
political rhetoric, presenting Iran as a moderate Islamic state and as the “true and
appropriate leader” of the Islamic world, in contrast to its Arab-Sunni neighbors.

Rustem Shehu is further quoted as saying: “It is a great honor for us to visit Imam
Reza (AS) because he was one of the great Imams and we want to continue the path of
the prophets. We ask the Iranian people to keep the Islamic Revolution alive and ask God
to reward the leader of the revolution”. This is clearly a case of the blending of religious
rhetoric with political rhetoric, typical of the theocratic establishment in Iran. A similar
type of framing, in asomewhat softer manner, isconveyed in other IRNA mediacoverage
aswell.

| find it appropriate to note, in contrast to this, that in the Arab or Isragli media
under examination, we do not encounter such instances of interweaving religious rhetoric

with political rhetoric.
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Albanian Islamic activist: Iran's gover nment has always been a supporter of Musims
25/01/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjjqbF

In an article dated 29 February 2017, titled “The President of the Friendship
Association of Iran and Albania: The role of the JCPOA in the development of Tehran—
Tirana relations is valuable,” IRNA publishes excerpts from an interview that the
President of the Iran-Albania Friendship Association and former Iranian ambassador to
Albania, Alibeman Eghbali Zarch, gave to the Albanian newspaper ‘Koha Joné’, in which
he stated: “Iran—Albaniarelations have been progressing in recent years, especialy in the
past year since the implementation of the JCPOA”. This underscores that the deepening

of bilateral relationsis framed in relation to the JCPOA’s signing and implementation.
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The President of the Friendship Association of Iran and Albania: Therole of the JCPOA
in the development of Tehran-Tiranarelationsisvaluable
29/01/2017
https://irna.ir/xjjsh
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Despite this, with the inauguration of President Donald Trump’s first term on
January 20, 2017—who had a different approach toward the JCPOA—Iran felt uncertain
about the continuation of this agreement with the United States as part of the P5+1 group.
Thus, in an article dated February 7, 2017, titled “Iran's Ambassador to Albania: America

cannot fail to fulfil its obligations to the JCPOA,” IRNA reports:

The Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Tirana said in an interview with the
English-language Albanian newspaper Daily News: ‘The JCPOA is an international
agreement and the US cannot fail to fulfil its international obligations.” According to IRNA,
citing the Iranian Embassy in Tirana, Iranian Ambassador Gholamhossein Mohammadnia,
referring to US President Donald Trump’s statements during the election campaign that he
would tear up the JCPOA, said: ‘Although Trump had said that he would tear up the nuclear
agreement with Iran, he has not done so yet’.

This statement by the Iranian Ambassador to Albania carries adual message: onthe
one hand, it confirms President Trump’s opposing stance toward the JCPOA—an
agreement that had by then become the centerpiece of the development of Iran’s relations
with Albania—while on the other hand, by stating “he has not done so yet,”
Mohammadnia attempts to “raise hopes” that the United States might not withdraw from
the agreement.

This political context demonstrates how important Albania’s relations with its
strategic alies, particularly with the United States, truly are, and how strongly these

relations influence Albania’s relations with other states as well.
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Iran's Ambassador to Albania: America cannot fail to fulfill its obligationsto the JCPOA
07/02/2017
https://irna.ir/xjjwJc
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This statement pubished by IRNA can be read as an attempt to defuse concerns
arising from the new U.S. administration’s unpredictable stance toward the JCPOA and
to reassure audiences in both Albania and Iran that the activities and agreements
envisaged after the accord would continue—apparently with the aim of cultivating a
supportive climate and shaping public opinion in Albania. In fact — also due to the fact
that the U.S. withdrew from this agreement a year later, in May 2018 — these activities
continued and intensified throughout 2017, mainly through economic, cultura, and
religious initiatives, including efforts to promote interfaith harmony. Selected articles
documenting these activities are provided below:

In an article of February 9, 2017, titled “There are good prospects for developing
cooperation between Iran and Albania,” IRNA reported: “The Deputy Minister of
Tourism of the Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization of our country
said in a meeting with the President of the Confederation of Albanian Industries: There
are good prospects for developing cooperation between Iran and Albania”. According to
IRNA, during this meeting, which took place in Iran, the President of the Confederation
of Albanian Industries stated: “The image of Iran is very different from the one portrayed
in world political propaganda, and this has caught my attention”. Further, IRNA reported:
“Pointing out that 20 percent of the Albanian population is Shiite, he (the President of the
Confederation of Albanian Industries) said: The interesting thing is that even the names
of our capitals are similar, and it seems that the word Tirana is derived from Tehran”.

Notwithstanding this “warm, fraterna blend” of economic—diplomatic-religious
rhetoric, it should be emphasized that the efforts to upgrade relations during 2015-2017

did not yield tangible economic benefits for Albania, nor did they increase bilateral trade
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volume, which—according to IRNA (as cited above, referring to Albania’s deputy

foreign minister Selim Belortaja)—stood at only $2.4 million in 2016.
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Therearegood prospectsin thefield of cooperation development
between Iran and Albania
09/02/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjjzN8

In an article on February 12, 2017, titled “Celebration of Islamic Revolution

Victory Anniversary in Albania”, IRNA reported:

The celebration of the anniversary of the victory of the glorious Islamic Revolution was held
a the Tirana International Hotel with the presence of officials from the Presidency, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Economy, ambassadors and members of the
diplomatic corps residing in Tirana, and members of the Iranian embassy, consular and
cultural ingtitutions, and other ingtitutions with their families... The ceremony was also
attended by responsible managers and journalists from the mass media and press, leaders and
representatives of the Ahl a-Bayt friendly sects, municipal officials and city council
members, university professors and intellectuals, and Albanian citizens interested in Iranian
and Islamic culture and civilization.

Noteworthy here is the use of the term “leaders and representatives of the Ahl al-
Bayt—friendly sects” (< Ja) i s laciy yla (Rl 5 o)) ), instead of the vernacular
term “representatives of religious communities” that is usually employed in such cases.
In this context, IRNA makes a clear distinction between “leaders and representatives of
the Ahl al-Bayt— friendly sects”, meaning the Shi’ite orders, and the other representatives

of the Muslim Community in Albania.
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Celebration of Islamic Revolution victory anniversary in Albania
12/02/2017
https://irna.ir/xjjCFk

During this period, a number of cultural activities were also held, to which IRNA
devoted specia coverage. In the article "Original Iranian Music in Albania’, IRNA
reports. "The'Soluk' art group, consisting of five Iranian artists, performed various artistic
programs in Albania to commemorate the 38th anniversary of the victory of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran... This art group, which traveled to Albania with the support of the
Cultural Advisor of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, aso performed
traditional Iranian music in the presence of Albanian students and their families at the

Revolution Day celebration at Saadi Collegein Tirana'.
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~ Original Iranian Musicin Albania
12/02/2017
https://irna.ir/xjjD95
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Between October and December 2017, several exhibitions of Iranian artists were
organized in Albania, to which IRNA dedicated specia reports. Two of these reports,
dated 15 February 2017, titled “Iranian artists painting exhibition opens in the city of
Fier, Albania” and “Young Shirazi photographers attend Albania's ‘Unfinished Lines’
exhibition,” were dedicated to the opening of a fine arts exhibition featuring works by
Iranian artists in the city of Fier: “An exhibition of paintings by Iranian artists entitled
‘Unfinished Lines’ was opened at the Art Gallery of the city of Fier, Albania, in the
presence of the Deputy Mayor of Fier for Arts, the Deputy Ambassador and the Cultural
Counselor of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iranin Tirana, and alarge gathering

’

of Albanian citizens.’
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Iranian artists painting exhibition opensin The City of Fier, Albania
15/10/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjmVmR
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Young Shirazi's photografer s attend Albania's unfinished lines exhibition
15/10/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjmVB6

On November 2, 2017, on the occasion of the opening of a similar exhibition in
Tirana, IRNA published an article titled “Iranian Artists’ Painting Exhibition Held in
Albania,” in which it reported: “The opening ceremony of this exhibition, which will
continue for 7 days at the National Museum of Tirana, was attended by Abaz Hado,
Deputy Mayor for Culture and Arts of the Municipality of Tirana, Albanian artists and
art enthusiasts, representatives of the mass media, the Ambassador and Cultura
Counselor, and the families of members of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran

in Tirana.”
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Iranian Artists Painting Exhibition held in Albania
02/11/2017
https://irna.ir/xjn6b2
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In these articles, particular emphasisis placed on the presence of the deputy mayors
of Fier and Tirana, indicating the breadth of cooperation in organizing cultural activities
with local governing institutionsin several major cities, a pattern that would be continued
by subsequent, similar cultural initiatives.

During 2017, according to IRNA’s reporting, several cultural events were also
organized in Iran with the participation of personadlities from Albania, including
academics, mayors, and others. Thus, in an article dated 25 April 2017, titled “Mayors of

Islamic Countries Visit Ferdowsi's Tomb,” IRNA reported:

Forty mayors from 27 Idlamic countries on different continents of the world visited the tomb
of Hakim Abolghasem Ferdowsi [the well-known Persian poet] on the outskirts of Mashhad
on Tuesday... The head of the Mashhad Municipality's Foreign Relations Department told
IRNA: “These mayors have traveled to Mashhad from cities such as Sargjevo in Bosniaand
Herzegoving, Tirana in Albania, Kazan in Russia, Tanzania, Mauritania, Nigeria, Ghana,
Bangkok in Thailand, Karbala, Damascus, Lahore, Kabul, and Muscat to attend the Islamic
World Mayors' Summit... The first Islamic World Mayors' Summit will begin this evening
in Mashhad... This summit is a good opportunity to introduce Mashhad and its potential to
the Islamic world and to become acquainted with the historical and tourism potential of the
Islamic World Cultural Capital in 2017.”
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Literary heritage is another area in which Iran was invested particularly, with the

aim of highlighting the cultural and linguistic ties between Iranians and Albanians. Inthis
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context, Iran focused on promoting the Albanian poet of the National Renai ssance period,
Naim Frashéri, whom IRNA would often describe as the “Persian-speaking poet” ( _eld
s R~ ), or as the “Albanian Bektashi Persian-speaking poet” (s Su i 5 3580 jeld
). To this end, with the involvement of Iranian cultural institutions, a number of
activitieswere organized both in Iran and in Albania, with the participation of well-known
Albanian linguists and academics.

Thus, in an article dated 14 February 2017, titled “Albania's Distinguished Poet in

Tehran,” IRNA reported:

The head of the Eastern Europe Department of the Islamic Culture and Communications
Organization, emphasizing the strengthening and deepening of cultural relations between
Iran and Albania, said that, in this regard, a commemoration of the prominent Albanian poet
Naim Frashéri will be held in Tehran. According to an IRNA reporter, Seyed Hossein
Tabatabaei added on Monday at the ‘Open Doors, Intercultural Journey between Iran and
Albania’ meeting at the Shahr-e-Ketab Cultural Center: ‘This October’s 2017 conference has
been placed on the agenda of the Islamic Culture and Communications Organization in
cooperation with one of Tehran’s major universities...Ali Asghar Mohammadkhani, Deputy
Director of Culture and International Affairs of the City of Books, spoke about the cultural
and literary traits of Albania, mentioning among the country’s prominent writers and poets
Xhevahir Spahiu, Ismail Kadare, and Naim Frashéri. He further added that severa cultura
and literary magazines, including the quarterly Perla, are published in Albaniain cooperation
with the Saadi Cultural Foundation. Emil Lafe, professor of Albanian language and literature,
linguist, and editor-in-chief of Perla, also spoke at the meeting about the cultural and
linguistic characteristics of Albania, the role of Naim Frashéri and other intellectuals in
preserving the Albanian language, and the establishment of the first Albanian-language
school in the country.
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Albania'sdistinguished poet in Tehran
14/02/2017
https://irna.ir/xjjF5t
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Within the same framework, during November and December 2017, IRNA covered
two activities organized in Albania thefirst in Tiranaand the second in the city of Berat.
In the article of November 10, 2017, titled “Albanians Welcome Publication of

Iranian Scientific and Cultural Journal in Tirana”, IRNA reported:

The ceremony to celebrate the 22™ anniversary of the publication of the cultural and scientific
magazine ‘Perla’ was held with the presence of dozens of university professors and Albanian
intellectuals... According to IRNA, aceremony honoring the contributors of the magazine—
which has been published in Albania for the past two decades—was held on Friday at the
Academy of Sciencesin Tirana, the capital of Albania, by the Embassy and Cultural Attaché
of the Islamic Republic of Iran... The event, attended by dozens of Albanian university
professors, intellectuals, and admirers of Iranian culture and the Persian language, paid
tribute to the continuous and outstanding scholarly contributions of Professor Shaban Sinani,
arenowned Albanian Iranologist... Among Professor Sinani’s academic achievements is the
compilation of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh into Albanian... Prominent Albanian scholars,
including Dr. Emil Lafe, Dr. Gazmend Shpuza, and Dr. Muzzafar Kérkuti, attended the
ceremony and delivered speeches praising Iranian-Islamic culture and civilization...
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Albanians welcome publication of Iranian Scientific and Cultural Journal in Tirana
10/11/2017

https://irnair/xin9HmM

In another article titled “Welcoming the Conference of Iranology in Albania,”
published on December 2, 2017, IRNA stated: “An Iranology conference was held in the
conference hall of the Central Library of the city of Berat, Albania, with the support of
the Cultural Counselor of the Embassy of our country and the participation of the Central
Library and the University of the city of Berat, Albania, and was well received by

interested parties”.
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Welcoming The Conference of Iranology in Albania
01/12/2017
https://irna.ir/xjnnt7

During 2017, IRNA dedicated special mediacoverageto the celebration of religious
events in Albania. Unlike in previous years, this coverage did not focus only on Shi’ite
religious events, but primarily on the participation of Iranian diplomats in various
religious celebrations in Albania, and on their meetings with leaders of the Albanian
religious communities, including the Archbishop of the Autocephal ous Orthodox Church
of Albania, His Beatitude Anastasios Y annoulatos. In other words, in this coverage IRNA
placed greater emphasis on “religious diplomacy” rather than on the celebration of
religious tradition. The following provide some examples.

In an article of March 20, 2017, titled “A Ceremony to Commemor ate the Birth of
Hazrat Fatima WasHeld in Albania”, IRNA reported: “A group of lovers of the Infallible
Imams, Gholam Hossein Mohammadnia, the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in Albania, and Ahmad Hosseini Alast, the Cultural Advisor of our country, were present

at this celebration, which was held with the efforts of the followers of Hazrat Zahra.”
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A ceremony to commemor atethe birth of Hazrat Fatima was held in Albania
20/03/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjjY Z9

Three days later, on March 23, 2017, in an article titled: "Albanian Bektashis
celebrated the birth of Imam Ali (AS) at the same time with the second day of spring”,

IRNA reported:

"The Sultan Nowruz ceremony was held at the Bektashi World Headquarters in Tirana, the
capital of Albania, in the presence of the head of this country's parliament, ambassadors and
foreign representatives, and a large gathering of Bektashi followers, hosted by Baba Mondi,
the leader of the Bektashi Order... According to IRNA on Thursday, Gholamhossein
Mohammadnia, the ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Albania, and Ahmad
Hosseini Alast, the country's cultural advisor and director of the Saadi Foundation in Tirana,
attended the ceremony at the invitation of the Bektashi Leader.
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Albanian Bektashis celebrated the birth of Imam Ali (AS) at the sametimewith the
second day of spring
23/03/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjk24p
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With regard to the Bektashi Community, in another article of April 4, 2017, titled
“The Albanian Bektashis performed a Mawlud singing ceremony on the eve of The Birth
of Hazrat Ali (AS)”, IRNA reports:

A Mawlud singing ceremony and commemoration of the Prophet of Idam, Hazrat
Muhammad (peace be upon him), and the Ahl a-Bayt (the Prophet’s family), was held by
the Bektashi community of Albania on the occasion of the advent of the month of Rajab and
on the eve of the blessed birth of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), with the participation of the
Iranian Ambassador in Tirana... According to IRNA, at the invitation of Haji Baba Mondi,
the leader of the Bektashisin Albania, aceremony was held at the World Headquarters of the
Bektashi Order in Tirana, attended by followers of the Bektashi tarigat and representatives
of the Albanian Mudlim Committee... Gholamhossein Mohammadinia, Ambassador of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and Ahmad Hosseini Elest, Iran’s Cultural Attaché in Albania,
together with members of the embassy and their families, attended the event...

An interesting detail in this article is the accompanying photograph, which shows
Iranian diplomats seated at the same table with the vice-chairman (now chairman) of the

Albanian Muslim Community, Mr. Bujar Spahiu.
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The Albanian Bactashians performed a meviud singing ceremony on the eve of The Birth
of Hazrat Ali
04/04/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjk6gw

A particularly interesting article within the framework of ‘religious diplomacy’ is
that of August 23, 2017 titled: "The Archbishop of Albanian Orthodox Church welcomes

religious and cultural exchanges between Albanian and Iranian Christians'. IRNA
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reports. "Anastasios Yannoulatos, Archbishop of the Albanian Orthodox Church, in a
meeting with the Deputy Ambassador of our country in Tirana, referred to his previous
visit to Iran and the visit of Sarkisian, Archbishop of the Armenians of Iran, to Albania.
He praised the existing cooperation between the two churches and welcomed thereligious

and cultural exchanges between Albanian and Iranian Christians'.

Godunl Sopiend 5 050

B e I

heinas s S g e dn P2 ) AN S L) gaadS i
3T Johind il 3 I

The Archbishop of Albanian Orthodox Church welcomesreligiousand cultural exchanges
between Albanian and Iranian Christians
23/08/2017
https.//irna.ir/xjmsFN

A week later, in an article titled “Eid al-Adha Prayers Were Held in Albania,”
describing the visit of Iranian diplomats to the Albanian Muslim Community (Sunni) on
the occasion of Eid al-Adha, IRNA reported: “Seyyed Ahmad Hosseini Alast, Cultural
Counselor of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Albania, met with Skénder

Brucg (the Head of the Muslim Community of Albania) at the end of the Eid a-Adha
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prayer ceremony at the Muslim Committee, in accordance with the annual tradition, and

discussed issues of cooperation and exchanges”.
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Eid al-Adha prayerswere held in Albania
01/09/2017
https.//irna.ir/ximxRV

Later, on 10 September 2017, IRNA published an article titled “Eid al-Ghadir

Khumm Celebration Held in Albania,” in which it reported:

The ceremony to commemorate Eid al-Ghadir, the Eid of Prophethood and Imamate, was
held on Saturday night by the Embassy and Cultural Counselor of the Islamic Republic of
Iranin Tirana, the capital of Albania... The ceremony was attended by Shiites and friends of
the Ahl a-Bayt (as.), as well as several Albanian intellectuals from the Saadi Quran
Foundation, the Rumi Foundation, and the leader of the Khalwatiyyah Sufi Order from the
city of Durrés, Albania. Together with the staff of the Iranian Embassy and Cultural
Counsdlor in Tirana, they celebrated the honorable position of the Commander of the Faithful
Ali (a.s.) and the Eid of Prophethood.
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Eid Al-Ghadir Khumm celebration held in Albania
10/09/2017
https://irna.ir/ximCck
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Asisevident from the content, the primary focus of these articlesis the presence of
Iranian diplomats as guests—or, in some cases, asin the last article, even as organizers—
of these religious ceremonies, where cooperation between the religious communities of
Iran and Albaniais frequently mentioned. Thisisa typical expression of Iran’s increasing
efforts in the sphere of religious diplomacy during this period.

Albania’s Western Alignment and the Rise of Security Discourse: In 2015, IRNA
reported on several eventsthat hinted at growing domestic instability in Albania, but did
so within a broader regional frame. Articles such as the bomb explosions in Tirana (10
February 2015) and anti-government protests calling for political change (22 December
2015) signalled a preoccupation with Albania’s internal security dynamics.

In the first article, titled “Two bomb blasts shake Albania’s capital,” IRNA places
a law-and-order incident within a “political frame,” noting that “Albanian police
announced that the first explosion severely damaged a pharmacy belonging to the family
of the Albanian interior minister. The second explosion, which occurred shortly after the
first, seriously damaged the apartment of a senior police officer.”

In the article titled “Anti-government protestsin Albania aimed at political change,”
IRNA presents statements by three representatives of the Albanian opposition—the
Democratic Party (PD) leader Lulzim Basha, and MPs Jorida Tabaku and Belind Kélligi,
the chair of the PD Y outh Forum—who said: “We want to work and live adignified life,
and we will gather in the squares and demonstrate until the government and the Prime
Minister are overthrown.”

The article then continues with commentary that situates Albaniawithin the broader
context of being an EU candidate state, mentioning that Albaniaisaso aNATO member.

At the same time, however, it highlights the country’s “negative balances” by portraying

270



it as a country facing unemployment, economic-financial difficulties, and popular
dissatisfaction, by saying: “Albania, a candidate for EU membership, is facing 17.7
percent unemployment, economic problems and public discontent despite receiving loans
from international financial institutions”. The article also depicts Albania as a country
suffering from political instability that hinders its accession to the EU, by saying:
“Albania's EU membership process had been stalled since 2009 due to political crises and
the previous government's lack of cooperation with the country's opposition political

groups”.
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Anti-gover nment protestsin Albania aimed at political change
22/12/2015
https.//irna.ir/xjd47Y

By 2016, IRNA began to frame Albania’s domestic security landscape within the
logic of counterterrorism and international intelligence activity. Notably, articles
highlighted events such as the arrest of 9 Albanian citizens for recruiting for terrorist
groups (5 May 2016) and the announcement that Albania would auction off its outdated
Kalashnikov rifles (22 November 2016)—a symbolic gesture signalling the state’s
modernization of its defence capabilities under NATO guidance. Other reports mentioned

the establishment of aNATO command centrein Albania (14 May 2016) and the visit of

271


https://irna.ir/xjd47Y

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry to Tiranato discussjudicial reform and anti-corruption
measures (14 February 2016). These developments were significant not only in the
context of Albania’s domestic reforms, but also as indicators of its firm commitment to

Western security architectures.
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NATO center to start in Albania
14/05/2016
https://irna.ir/xjfCP

During this period, IRNA pays particular attention to Albania’s internal political
developments and legisative reforms, especialy the judicial reform, highlighting that
these changes were urged by international actors, and in particular by the United States.
Thisindicatesthat in Iran there was a keen interest in following the changes taking place
in the judicial system of the Republic of Albania and the influence of external actors,
especially that of the United States.

This media coverage begins with the visit to Tirana of U.S. Secretary of State John
Kerry, in an article titled “John Kerry arrived in Tiranato encourage Albaniato carry out
judicia reforms”, which stated: “U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry arrived in Tirana on
Sunday to exert political pressure on Albania to carry out a series of reforms in the

judiciary”. Particularly interesting in this article is the shift in tone between the title and
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the subtitle: in the title the term “encouragement” (<< ) is used, whereas in the subtitle
the expression “political pressure” (b JL8) appears, thus presenting American support
for the judicial reform as a form of “political pressure” on Albania. This framing would
continue in IRNA’s subsequent coverage of developments in Albania whenever they were

linked to the United States.
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John Kerry arrived in Tiranato encourage Albaniato carry out judicial reforms
14/02/2016
https.//irna.ir/xjdH9D

In the 7 June 2017 article titled “Mogherini calls for judicial reform in Albania,”
IRNA writes: “European Union foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini called for the
adoption of fundamental reforms in Albania’s judiciary, describing this as a decisive step
in light of the country’s efforts to join the European Union.”

Unlikethereport on John Kerry’s visit, Mogherini’s call for “fundamental reforms”
was presented as a decisive step in Albania’s EU accession efforts: “A statement from
Mogherini’s press office said: The adoption of such reforms is essential as a next step
toward integration with the European Union. The reform package, which also reflects
recommendations from the [ European] Commission aswell asalegal body affiliated with

the Council of Europe, is fully in line with European standards.”
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This article was followed on 8 June 2017 by another article, “Albania’s political
leaders fail to agree on drafting judicial reforms,” which reported: “Senior Albanian
political officials failed to agree on a draft constitutional amendment—considered the
next step toward convincing the European Union to open membership negotiations—
during their meeting on Monday.” Here again, IRNA makes a hint that political instability

is an obstacle to Albania’s implementation of reforms.
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Mogherini callsfor judicial reform in Albania
07/06/2016
https://irna.ir/xjfS3N

Iran’s particular interest in Albania’s judicial reform/judicial system, as we shall
see in the following articles, is also connected to its efforts to seek the extradition of
certain members of the MEK, whom Iran accuses of “terrorist acts” and against whom it

has issued international arrest warrants, as will be discussed in the next section.

Emergence of the MEK Narrative: During 2016, the Iranian media’s treatment of
Albania underwent a visible pivot with the intensified focus on the MEK.

As noted above (in the context of IRNA’s particular interest in Albania’s judicial
reform/judicial system), Iran sought during this period to establish precedents for the
extradition of MEK membersresiding in Albaniaby issuing international arrest warrants.
One such case appears in a 16 May 2016 article titled “A Woman Was Involved in the
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Bombing of the Office of the Islamic Republic Party,” in which IRNA cites National
Security Forces Spokesman Brigadier General Saeed Montazer al-Mahdi as “referring to
the identification, arrest, and detention of an MEK member in Albania on the basis of an
Interpol red notice—akin to an international arrest warrant—and adding: This woman

was involved in the bombing of the Islamic Republic Party office.”
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A woman wasinvolved in the bombing of the Office of the I damic Republic Party
16/05/2016
https.//irna.ir/xjifDTQ

The following day, on May 17, 2016, IRNA published another report on the same
event, titled “We Seek the Extradition of the Perpetrators of the Republican Party Office
Explosion”, which stated: “The commander of the police force announced: We are
seeking the extradition of a woman who was one of the perpetrators of the explosion at

the Republican Party office, although Albania has not yet cooperated in this regard.”
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We seek the extradition of the perpetrators of the Republican Party office explosion
17/05/2016
https.//irna.ir/xjfEhk

In an article dated 10 September 2016, titled “The Latest Details of the Expulsion
of the Hypocrites (MEK) from Baghdad / Germany and Albania the Destination of the

Deportees”, IRNA reported:

The remaining members of the Hypocrites (MEK), including 280 members of the
organization, left Irag via Baghdad International Airport on Friday night, bound for
Albania... The terrorist group of the Hypocrites (MEK) carried out numerous terrorist
operations after the victory of the Ilamic Revolution in Iran, and then fled Iran in the early
1980s and settled in Irag, where it participated as part of the forces of Saddam's Baathist
regime in the eight-year imposed war against Iran...

Such harsh rhetoric of “demonizing historical retrospection” toward the MEK
appears in amost every article related to members of this organization residing in

Albania.
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Thelatest details of the expulsion of the Hypocrites (M EK) from Baghdad/ Ger many and
Albaniathe destination of the deportees
10/09/2016
https.//irna.ir/xjgTV P
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A key article published on December 13, 2016, titled “Managing director of Iran’s
Nejat Society: The Hypocrites” Group (MEK’s) current activity is recruiting spies”, cited
statements from the head of Iran’s Nejat Society, which accused the MEK of using
Albania as a base for intelligence gathering and recruitment of spies. This claim, framed
the MEK not merely as a dissident exile group but as an active security threat linked to
Western and Isragli intelligence. Simultaneously, IRNA began to draw connections
between Albania’s hosting of the MEK and its broader alignment with U.S. foreign
policy. The narrative gradualy took on a conspiratorial undertone, suggesting that
Albania had become a facilitator of “anti-Iranian operations” under the guise of
humanitarian asylum. Although not yet a central focus of daily coverage, thiswasthefirst
point at which IRNA began to frame Albania itself—not just the MEK—as complicit in

regional destabilization.
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Managing director of Iran’s Nejat Society: The Hypocrites’ Group (MEK’s) current
activity isrecruiting spies
13/12/2016
https.//irna.ir/xjhVzb

However, during this period the issue of MEK takes a limited space in IRNA’s
media coverage about Albania. In fact, throughout 2017—the year of the highest-level

meetings between the two countries—IRNA did not publish any article with adirect focus

277


https://irna.ir/xjhVzb

on MEK. As noted above, even in the official high-level meetings in Tehran, the MEK
issue was never explicitly mentioned by Iranian authorities, but rather “implied” through
calls for cooperation between the two countries “in the fight against extremism and

terrorism”.

Regional Context and Strategic Warnings: Throughout 2016, Iran’s regional
commentary on Balkan politics also included coverage of Greek-Albanian disputes, EU
judicial reform mandates, and Albania’s military modernization efforts. The tone of these
reports was increasingly marked by caution, and occasionally subtle critique. For
example, reports such as the failure of Albanian political leaders to agree on judicial
reform (8 June 2016) were used to highlight internal instability and the perceived
Vulnerability of Albania’s democratic institutions. While these stories appeared neutral in
isolation, their cumulative effect wasto paint a picture of Albaniaasafragile, externally
influenced state—a narrative consistent with Iran’s broader criticism of NATO expansion

and Western political interference in smaller nations. Here are some examples:
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Albania’s Prime Minister: Disputeswith Greece must beresolved with dialogue
Athens - IRNA - Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama said that his country does not want to
change borders, but that there are issues with Greece that can be resolved through dialogue
with this country.
24/11/20186,
https.//irna.ir/xjhJz6
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Greek foreign minister: Somearetrying to disrupt usand Albania
Athens - IRNA - The Greek Foreign Minister, in response to the raising of a banner against
Greece by some Albanians at the Euro 2016 games in France, said: "Some individuals or
organizations are unhappy with the closeness and development of relations between Greece
and Albania and are seeking to cause disruption and incite tension between the two
countries."

13/06/2016
https.//irna.ir/xjf\W9w

Escalation and Securitization (2018-2019): The years 2018-2019 marked a
decisive turn in the Iranian media’s portrayal of Albania, moving firmly from a tone of
cautious diplomacy and cultural exchange toward one of overt hostility and securitized
rhetoric. The escalation was catalyzed by the deepening presence of the Mojahedin-e-
Khalg (MEK) in Albania and reached its zenith with the expulsion of Iranian diplomats
from Tirana in December 2018. The Iranian news agency IRNA covered this event
extensively, framing it asapolitically motivated act carried out under the direct influence
of the United States and Israel. Rather than interpreting the expulsion as a bilateral
diplomatic dispute, Iranian media presented it as part of a broader geopolitical campaign
aimed at isolating Iran and legitimizing the MEK’s activities in the region.

But what triggered this narrative shift in IRNA’s media coverage of Albania during
the period 2017-2018? As noted above, the “leitmotif” or “crucial point” of official talks
and high-level meetings between Iran and Albania was the potentia for a significant

expansion of bilateral relations in the “post-JCPOA” period, after the signing of the P5+1
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nuclear agreement in 2015. However, with the inauguration of Donald Trump as the 45th
President of the United States on 20 January 2017, the implementation of this agreement
came into question, since Trump and his administration’s position towards Iran in general,
and towards the JCPOA in particular, was far more “skeptical” and “rigid” than that of
his predecessor Barack Obama and his administration. This stance found support among
severa Middle Eastern states such as Israel and Saudi Arabia, primarily due to the
perceived threat posed by Iran through the activities of Shi’ite militias and other Iranian
proxy groups in the region, but also because of the climate of mistrust regarding Iran’s
commitment to refrain from enriching uranium at levels that would enable it to produce
nuclear weapons—a development that would not only raise therisk of their use by Iran
but also of nuclear proliferation across the region.

To understand the dynamics of these developments, it isimportant to recall that in
July 2015 Iran concluded an agreement with China, France, Germany, Russia, the United
Kingdom, the United States, and the European Union. This agreement—the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)—limited Iran’s nuclear activities in exchange
for sanctions relief (Beauchamp, 2017; Mulligan, 2018). Under U.S. domestic law,
specifically the Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act (INARA), the President was
required every 90 days to certify to Congress, among other things, whether Iran was
meeting its commitments (Beauchamp, 2017; Mulligan, 2018). The very existence of this
certification mechanism signaled a shadow of mistrust from the moment the accord was
reached and preserved political space for afuture U.S. withdrawal (Palamar, 2017). The
Trump administration issued certificationsin April 2017 and again in July 2017 that Iran
was in compliance (Associated Press, 2017; Baker, 2017), and contemporaneous |AEA

reporting also affirmed Iran’s implementation of its nuclear commitments (Amano,
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2018). On October 13, 2017, however, President Trump announced that he would not
provide certification under U.S. law, arguing that the suspension of sanctions was not
“proportionate and appropriate” (Beauchamp, 2017; Bucher, 2017). The United States
then formally announced its withdrawal from the JCPOA on May 8, 2018 (BBC News,
2018; Landler, 2018; Mulligan, 2018).

Already in 2017, several Republican senators held meetings with MEK members
in Albania— for example, the Senator John McCain’s meeting in April 2017 and Senator
Roy Blunt’s meeting in August 2017 with MEK leader Maryam Rajavi at the MEK camp
in Albania. At this time, MEK started to be perceived as an Iranian opposition in exile.
Nevertheless, IRNA did not publish any report regarding these meetings in its coverage
on Albania, choosing instead to “ignore” or “leave in silence” this issue. It started to
publish again articles on MEK on 4 July 2018, that is, shortly after the U.S. withdrawal
from the JCPOA on May 8, 2018. It is worth noting, on the other hand, that these
meetings, as | mentioned earlier in this study, received extensive coverage in the pan-
Arab media of the Middle East, such as Al-Arabiya.

Under these circumstances, in the first six months of 2018, IRNA’s media coverage
of Albania exhibits a dua posture: on the one hand, there is a number of negative news
items which, as will be shown below, focus on the themes of ‘corruption,” ‘domestic
political instability,” and ‘regional instability’ — on the other, there are a handful of “soft-
power” articles seeking to amplify economic and cultural events that appear largely as an
“inertia” of agendas planned in 2017—Ilacking, however, the “enthusiasm” evident a year
earlier. Notably, items linked to “religious diplomacy”—including activities of “Ahl al-

Bayt sympathizers,” i.e., Shi‘a-oriented groups—disappear from IRNA’s coverage in

281



sharp contrast to 2017. This soft-power/economic-religious-cultural diplomacy coverage
ceases altogether in June 2018—immediately after the U.S. withdrawal from the JCPOA

To illustrate this point, | have analyzed the following articles:

On February 14, 2018, in an article titled ““Mohammad Naim Frashéri’ Poetry
Evening in Albania,” IRNA reported: “According to Wednesday report from the Iranian
Embassy in Tirana, Albania’s Ministers of Culture, Agriculture and Development were
present at this poetry evening ceremony, where 12 poems by ‘Mohammad Naim Frashéri’
were screened in the form of a classic play”. It is noteworthy that, although the article
states that the Minister of Culture and the Minister of Agriculture and Development
attended this poetry evening, it does not provide any photographs from the event—asis
typically the case when reporting on events attended by high-ranking officials. In fact,
the only image presented in the article was of the poster announcing an event that was to
beheld in Iran threeweeks|ater: the commemorative conference for the Albanian national
poet Naim Frashéri (el med sl 4l sy Gl G (iles). The poster announced the
conference to be held on March 3, 2018, though it seems that it was never held—or at
least received no media coverage from IRNA. In this poster, severa institutions were
mentioned as organizers, either by name or by logo, and, the only logo of an Albanian
ingtitution shown in the poster was that of the Albanian Academy of Sciences — yet no
member or scholar of this Academy was mentioned as having traveled to Iran to take part
in the conference. The article itself announced the conference in its fina paragraph, but
without providing any details about the participants, stating: “A conference to
commemorate this prominent poet, the only Persian-language poet to have lived in
Europe, will be held in Tehran on March 5, 2018, with the support of the Islamic Culture

and Communications Organization and domestic institutions, and with the presence of
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intellectuals and those interested in Persian language and literature from Albania and

other countries in the Balkan region”.
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"Mohammad Naim Frasheri" Poetry Eveningin Albania
14/02/2018
https.//irna.ir/xjp4WV

In fact, the only subsequent cultural articlefor this period isthe one of June 8, 2018,
titled “Albania's Poetry Reading and Naqqali Persian Saray held”, in which IRNA reports:
“A poetry reading and recitation ceremony of the poems of the Divan of Imaginations by
the Albanian Persian poet Naim Frashéri was held in cooperation with the Albanian
National Theater and the Municipality of Korca, which isknown asthe cultural capital of
Albania”. In contrast to earlier accounts of similar events, this article offered no details
concerning the rank or nature of participants, whether from academic circles or loca

governance. The article itself is very brief and phrased in general terms.
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Albania's Poetry Reading ar.1d Naqani Pefsiah ééréy Held
08/06/2018
https.//irna.ir/xjpX GP

Between 24-25 April 2018, IRNA published three articles on bilateral economic
relations, all effectively covering the same event: the visit to Albania of the Head of the
Iranian Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture and his meetings with
the Albanian Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs and with Albanian
businesses.

This media coverage by IRNA begins with a 24 April 2018 article titled “Iran and
Albania Explore Ways to Expand Economic Ties”, in which, according to IRNA, Shafei,
the head of the Chamber of Commerce, and Gholamhossein Mohammadnia, Iran's
ambassador to Tirana, on the first day of this visit, held separate meetings with the
Albanian Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs and the head of the Union of
Chambers of Commerce of the country. In these meetings, they “emphasized the strong
political and economic will of our country's (Iran’s) officials to expand and enhance trade
and commercial relations with Albania in various fields”.

An analysis of the content shows that the article speaks in general terms, offering
no concrete details about the outcomes of a years-long effort to develop economic and

trade relations; it merely underscores the “good will” to advance these ties.
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Iran and Albania explor e ways to expand economicties
24/04/2018
https.//irna.ir/xjpCSm

In the same vein, IRNA publishes the article of 25 April 2018 titled “Iranian
Chamber’s President: Albania is Iran's Gateway to the Balkan Area”. Despite the use of
grandiose phrasing such as “Albania is Iran's gateway to the Balkan area”, the article once
again provides no figures on bilateral trade exchanges and makes no reference whatsoever
to financial terms, import—export data, real investments, or similar indicators. From this
coverage, it seems to amount largely to a “propagandistic balloon” surrounding a series
of meetings scheduled long in advance, since there is no substantive, concrete discussion

of how these relations would actually be devel oped.
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Iranian chamber’s president: Albania is Iran's gateway to the Balkan area
25/04/2018
https.//irna.ir/xjpDb3
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On 25 April 2018, IRNA published another article titled “Iran—Albania Joint
Business Meeting Held in Tirana”, which mentions high-level participation and
significant opportunities for cooperation. However, the only concrete “issue” was:
“establishing a Halal brand representative office and issuing Halal certificates in the
food industry, tourism and research at the national and international levels, developing
Iran's relations with Balkan countries, including Albania” — In other words, the
discussion still revolved around “perspectives” rather than any concrete balances or

measurable outcomes.
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Iran-Albania joint business meeting held in Tirana
25/04/2018
https.//irna.ir/xjpDkF

This absence of concrete balances in the development of economic and trade
relations, after several years of bilateral meetings that merely emphasized the “goodwill”
to advance such relations, isaclear indication that Albaniadid not represent any particular
economic interest for Iran, and that economic diplomacy was being used by Iran merely
as an element of soft power to gain access, and conditioned with Albania’s positioning
on other issues related to a broader geopolitical and international context, such as the
presence of MEK in Albania, or international developments related to Iran, such as the

JCPOA agreement.
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This is further confirmed by the fact that during this period, IRNA did not report
any other events of economic, cultural, artistic, or religious nature, apart from the above-
mentioned articles. It is noteworthy that the interruption of IRNA’s media coverage of
soft-power activities occurred immediately after the U.S. withdrawal from the JCPOA in
May 2018— the cause being either atotal absence of such activities, or atotal disinterest
in developing bilateral relations in the new international context.

Subsequently, IRNA’s entire attention focused to the media coverage of political
developments in Albania, with a particular emphasis on “political instability”,
“governmental corruption”, and issues related to MEK.

The MEK, described consistently in Iranian media as a "terrorist cult,” occupied a
central placein thisemerging hostile narrative. Dozens of articles between 2018 and 2019
were focusing exclusively on exposing what IRNA called the group’s "criminal past,"
"terrorist affiliations,” and "ongoing subversive operations.” Detailed reports drew
attention to the MEK’s alleged mental abuse of its members, referencing Western
Jjournalistic investigations such as Der Spiegel’s exposé on psychological torture at the
MEK’s camp in Albania (February 2019). These reports were extensively cited by IRNA
to validate the Islamic Republic’s longstanding claim that the MEK remained a threat not

only to Iran but to regional security more broadly.

287



GoMwlis 910 s)hSHun

Glsiz e Giaghy Botied gl il orlbcube S s glr Gl el Cule st A

1 33lo 05 Aclgh Jasio jgun> jludiduns 5
SRl gy S0 B uS e [

oF1-AYArYde.
5 oF1-ArarYate

9 9 5>y 45D 33m3s 3)lge 3929 jI 3,5 pkiia 395 (gladl )3 45 LA 53 « SRl » Hall i - Ul - gl
Caialag 0353 W )3 c1m9)S (ol aaS 3 (ouBdlie (a9 chng,S (gliael

Spiegel's shocking account of mental tortureto the members of MEK in Camp Albania
Tehran - IRNA - In a report published on its website, the German magazine " Spiegel"
revealed the existence of humerous cases of mental and psychological torture of members of
the MEK terrorist group in the group's camp in Albania... Since the presence of members of
the MEK group in Albania, the National Geographic Network, the British Channel 4, Al
Jazeera and several local Albanian networks have produced reports on these terrorists... The
common thread in these reports and documentaries has been the terrifying and mysterious
nature of thisterrorist group and the desperation and helplessness of its members...

16/02/2019
https.//irna.ir/xjshY 5)

The MEK’s presence in Albania was increasingly portrayed by IRNA not just asa
humanitarian issue, but as part of a sophisticated geopolitical strategy orchestrated by
Iran’s adversaries. Iranian media claimed that the MEK was being used as a tool for cyber
warfare, disinformation campaigns, and internal sabotage. In 2019, for example, IRNA
published several pieces suggesting that Twitter-based propaganda linked to the MEK
was being coordinated from Albania to support opposition movementsin Iran. The term
“cyber terrorism” was deployed in these contexts, linking the group to operations
designed to spread unrest during events such as the Warsaw Summit, which Iran viewed
as part of aU.S.-led effort to undermine the Islamic Republic diplomatically.

Here are some examples:
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Media: Zarif callsfor Twitter to close fake accounts
Tehran — IRNA — International media outlets, echoing the Iranian Foreign Minister’s tweet
criticizing Twitter’s inaction to the fake accounts against the Islamic Republic of Iran, wrote:
Mohammad Javad Zarif accused Twitter of closing the accounts of “real” Iranians instead of
fake anti-Iranian accounts sponsored by the US... According to IRNA on Monday, Reuters
news agency wrote that Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif reminded Twitter
CEO Jack Dorsey in a tweet: “Hi Jack. Twitter has closed the accounts of rea Iranians,
including TV presenters and students, on the assumption that they are part of an “infiltration
operation.” He added: “Look at the robots in Tirana (the capital of Albania) that were used
to support the “regime change” propaganda coming from Washington, DC. Y ou are arobot.
17/09/2018
https.//irnair/xjgNTR
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The Hypocrites’ (MEK's) Twitter operation for the Warsaw summit
The reluctance of European leaders and influential countries in international interactions to
attend the anti-Iran summit, which was supposed to be held next month at the level of "world
leaders' and focusing on "Iran's regional influences’ in Warsaw, the capital of Poland, has
caused the designers of this anti-Iran scenario to take strange propaganda measures to keep
the summit alive and give it an echo... In anti-lranian issues, the MEK and the Saudis have
always been the pioneers in producing content on Twitter. If we put thisincident next to the
documentary that Al Jazeerareleased last September, the role of the MK O in trying to trend
anti-Iranian issues becomes clear... Al Jazeera had reported that members of the MEK
terrorist group, which is based in Albania, are using bots to spread lies against the Iranian
regime in cyberspace and also to help with the “Iranian regime change” agenda that
Washington is pursuing.
21/01/2019
https.//irna.ir/xjs284
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Iran'sambassador to London: Hypocrites seek to instill people' sdistrust of officials
Hamid Baeidingjad (Iran's ambassador to London) wrote in a post on his Twitter page and
Telegram channel: “After media critics tried to expose the fake identity of a person named
"Heshmat Alavi" who regularly wrote articlesin various American media outlets, especially
"Forbes", Twitter has suspended this account; investigations have shown that such a person
does not exist and this account was run by the Hypocrites organization from Albania...The
MKO has defined its military operations today as a media war, and thousands of its forces,
with the most powerful mediafacilities provided toit by theUSand Israel in Albania, publish
thousands of tweets and other content on socia media every day, with the aim of
overthrowing and, within the same framework, demoralizing Iranian society.

10/07/2019
https://irna.ir/xjtsC4
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Hashtag Maker Executioners
Since they were transferred to the Tirana camp in Albania by the US government during the
Obama era, especially John Kerry, the Hypocrite (MEK) terrorists have designed new
measures against |ran's security, the most important of which was the creation of terrorist and
fake hashtags about the conditionsin Iran, hashtags that target the minds and thoughts of the
Iranian people.

11/07/2019
https://irna.ir/xjtPLR
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Whoistheloser of cyberwarfare?
The US President has launched a cyber war against Iran and other countries at a time when,
according to experts, the digital nature of many activities in the United States has
significantly increased its vulnerability compared to other countries... Two days ago,
General Gholamreza Jalali, head of the Passive Defense Organization, said in an interview
that we invented a subject called cyber defense for the first time in the world in 2011: “We
invented cyber defense even before America, while the Americans were looking for
cybersecurity, we designed cyber defense.” According to General Jalali, another area of war
that has recently been addressed and its scientific foundations also exist is the war on social
networks, which is formed on the people's sphere using social network tools. In such a
framework, the MEK went to Albania, changed their military structure and formed the
structure of cyber divisionsthere, and thus they are waging war against us.
29/09/2019
https.//irna.ir/xjvJdF

The common thread in these reports is the construction of aconspiratorial narrative
in which—according to IRNA (i.e. the Iranian authorities)—a “triangle hostile to Iran,”
composed of Israel, Saudi Arabia, and the United States, was supporting activities aimed
at regime change in Iran, with MEK members in Albania cast as “instruments” of this
“conspiracy.” This narrative surfacesin virtualy every item related to cyber-warfare and
“Twitter propaganda linked to the MEK.” The same framing also dominates IRNA’s
articles portraying Albania as a “victim of this anti-Iranian front.”

In fact, this “conspiratorial narrative” is not tied par excellence to the MEK; rather,
it is anarrative that has been shaped over decades since the 1979 Islamic Revolution in

Iran.
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Regarding Saudi Arabia, this narrative reflects four decades of strained relations
marked by periodic ruptures and restorations of diplomatic relations. Before the
revolution, during the reign of Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, both Iran and Saudi Arabia
were aligned with the Western bloc in the Cold War against the Soviet Union, until the
termination of formal Iran—U.S. relationsin 1980 following the revolution (Wehrey et al.,
2009; Ansari, 2006). After 1979, relations deteriorated sharply as Iran accused Saudi
Arabia of aligning with the United States in the Persian Gulf and of representing U.S.
interests rather than those of the broader Muslim world (Wehrey et a., 2009). Saudi
Arabia, for its part, has been concerned by Iran’s persistent ambition to export its
revolution across the region—notably in post-Saddam Irag, the Levant, and further
south—and it opposes Iran’s controversial nuclear program (Wehrey et al., 2009).

The difference in political ideologies and governing structures further divided the
two states. The Islamic Republic of Iran is founded on the principle of the Guardianship
of the Islamic Jurist (Velayat-e Faqih), which stipulates that a faqth (Islamic jurist)
exercises custodianship over al Musdlim believers, including traditional rulers such as
monarchs, regardless of nationality; Iran’s Supreme Leader is a Shi‘a faqth. The leader
of the 1979 Revolution, Ayatollah Khomeini, was ideologically opposed to monarchy,
which he regarded as un-lslamic. By contrast, the Saudi monarchy has remained
consistently conservative and non-revolutionary (Ansari, 2006).

There have aso been periodic attempts to improve the relationship. After the 1991
Gulf War, a noticeable warming occurred (Hadzikadunic, 2023). In March 2007, Iranian
President Ahmadingjad visited Riyadh, where he was greeted at the airport by King
Abdullah; at that time, the two countries were referred to in the press as “brotherly

nations” (Hadzikadunic, 2019). However, diplomatic relations were severed following
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the attacks on the Saudi embassy in Tehran and the Saudi consulatein Mashhad in January
2016. After the assault on its embassy, Saudi Arabia broke off relations and ordered all
Iranian diplomats to leave within 48 hours (BBC News, 2016). The two countries
announced the resumption of diplomatic relations on March 10, 2023, following a deal
brokered by China after several days of secret negotiations in Beijing between Iranian
and Saudi officials.

Regarding Israel, following the Iranian Revolution and the fall of the Pahlavi
dynasty in 1979, Iran adopted a sharp anti-Israel stance. Iran cut off all official relations
with Israel; officia statements, state institutes, and events reflected this posture. Iran
ceased to accept Israeli passports, and holders of Iranian passports were banned from
traveling to “the occupied Palestine.” The Israeli Embassy in Tehran was closed and
handed over to the PLO. Ayatollah Khomeini declared Israel an “enemy of Islam” and
the “Little Satan,” while the United States was termed the “Great Satan” (Ansari, 2006).

In December 2000, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei called Israel a “cancerous tumour” that
should be removed from the region (Office of the Supreme Leader, 2005). In 2005
Khamenei clarified Iran’s position—after an international furor over aremark attributed
to President Ahmadinejad that Israel should be “wiped off the map”—by saying that “the
Islamic Republic has never threatened and will never threaten any country” (Edalat,
2007). On 15 August 2012, during a meeting with veterans of the Iran-lrag War,
Khamenei said he was confident that “the superfluous and fake Zionist (regime) will
disappear from the landscape” (Cohen, 2012). On 19 August, he reiterated comments
made by Presdent Mahmoud Ahmadingad, which members of the international
community—including the United States, France, EU foreign policy chief Catherine

Ashton, and UN Secretary-Genera Ban Ki-moon—condemned, calling Israel a
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“cancerous tumour in the heart of the Islamic world” and asserting that its existence is
responsible for many problems facing the Muslim world (AFP/Y net, 2012; Tepper,
2012).

On 9 September 2015, Khamenel said, during discussion of the JCPOA: “I’d say to
Israel that they will not see the end of these 25 years,” remarks offered in response to
Israeli officials who said they had no more concern about Iran for the next 25 years after
the JCPOA agreement (McLaughlin, 2015).

Regarding the United States, Iran and the United States have had no formal
diplomatic relations since 7 April 1980 (Ansari, 2006). In August 2018, Supreme L eader
Ali Khamenel banned direct talks with the United States (Reuters, 2018). According to
the U.S. Department of Justice, Iran has since attempted to assassinate U.S. officials and
dissidents, including U.S. President Donald Trump (AP News, 2024; Rabinowitz, 2024).
Since 1995, the United States has maintained a broad embargo on trade with Iran (Ansari,
2006; Torbat, 2020). In 2015, the United States led successful negotiations for a nuclear
deal—the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)—intended to place substantial
limits on Iran’s nuclear program, including IAEA inspections and limitationS on
enrichment levels; in 2016, most nuclear-related sanctions on Iran were lifted following
Implementation Day (The New York Times, 2016). The Trump administration
unilaterally withdrew from the nuclear deal and re-imposed sanctions in 2018, initiating
what became known as the “maximum pressure” campaign against Iran (International
Crisis Group, 2021). In response, Iran gradually reduced its commitments under the
nuclear deal and eventually exceeded pre-JCPOA enrichment levels, including 60%

enrichment announced in April 2021 (Reuters, 2021).
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Consequently, this rhetoric of a “conspiratorial plot” against Iran resurfaces in
Iranian politics and media whenever these three states (and not only them) react—
particularly in response to Iran’s expansionist tendenciesin the Middle East region. These
tendencies are manifested through the strengthening of influence via proxy groups such
as Shi’a militias in Lebanon, Yemen, Syria, and Iraq; through the incitement of Shi’a
minorities in Persian Gulf countries such as Saudi Arabia; or through direct threats and
the financial and military support provided to extremist Shi’a groups such as Hezbollah,
against Israel.

Parallel to this, IRNA’s coverage of Albania’s internal affairs became more
selective and ideologically inflected. Reports highlighted domestic unrest, protests
against the Albanian government, and accusations of corruption, constructing anarrative
of a politicaly unstable and morally compromised state. IRNA covered violent student
protests, allegations of election fraud, and widespread public dissatisfaction as symptoms
of a country in decline—ostensibly under the sway of Western influence. This interna
portrayal was framed to delegitimize the Albanian government’s decisions regarding Iran,
implying that a government unable to maintain domestic order or democratic integrity

could not be trusted in its foreign policy choices.

Here are some examples:
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12 Albanian officials arrested for involvement in financial corruption
The Albanian prosecutor's office announced the arrest of 12 officias, including a mayor, for
their involvement in the sale of state-owned land near the sea... Combating financial
corruption is one of Albania’s top priorities in its ongoing negotiations to join the European
Union... Albania, which became a member of NATO in 2009, is striving—like other
countries in the region—to join the European Union, although accession to the 28-member
bloc does not appear likely in the near future...
17/03/2018
https://irna.ir/xjpmM6
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Albania gover nment opposition callsfor PM'sresignation
Albanian government opponents, accusing the government of having ties to organized crime
groups and protesting against income tax increases and poverty, have demanded the
resignation of Prime Minister Edi Rama... Opposition parties in Albania have repeatedly
expressed their dissatisfaction with the current government through protests and
demonstrations, arguing that the administration is incapable of implementing reformsin the
country... Albania, a candidate for European Union membership, continues to face
unemployment, economic difficulties, and public dissatisfaction, despite receiving loans
from international financial institutions.
05/04/2018
https://irna.ir/xjptjS
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Albanian gover nment opponents demand resignation of prime minister
Belgrade-IRNA- Thousands of Albanian government opponents held a massive
demonstration in Tirana on Saturday evening demanding the resignation of Prime Minister
Edi Rama... The Albanian government's opponents in the demonstrations accused the Prime
Minister and the Interior Minister of incompetence in running the country, saying they had
caused financial corruption and criminal activities to grow in the country.

27/05/2018
https.//irna.ir/xjpSrG
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Protests by angry studentsin Albania
Thousands of Albanian students held demonstrations on Tuesday to protest high tuition fees,
warning that if their demands were ignored, they would intensify their protests... The
demonstrators’ main demands included halving current tuition fees, increasing the education
budget, and ensuring greater student participation in decision-making processes... Rising
tuition costs, poor educational quality, and the lack of sufficient infrastructure in public
universities have angered Albanian students... The current deadlock in Albania’s higher
education system stems from government reforms introduced in 2015... The University of
Tirana, the oldest university in Albania, faces the most severe problems in technical
infrastructure, libraries, dormitories, and study halls. ..
11/12/2018
https.//irna.ir/xjrCDy
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Anti-gover nment demonstrationsin Albania
Albanian opposition leaders have once again held a demonstration in the capital Tirana,
demanding the resignation of the prime minister and early parliamentary elections... The
opposition has accused the left-wing Socialist Party of Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama
of corruption, cabinet incompetence and organized crime, accusations that the government
has strongly denied.
22/03/2019
https.//irna.ir/xjsDr4
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Albanians have called for the prime minister toresign
According to IRNA, protesters gathered in front of the Prime Minister’s office, accusing him
of incompetence in governing the country, economic mismanagement, and failure to address
unemployment... The opposition accuses Prime Minister Edi Rama’s left-wing Socialist
Party of financia corruption, government incompetence, and involvement in organized
crime—allegations strongly denied by the government. ..
04/04/2019
https.//irna.ir/xjsKZT
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The President of Albania cancels upcoming elections
Tehran — IRNA — The BBC website reported today that the President of Albania has decided
to cancel the local elections scheduled for June 30, following months of anti-government
protests and demonstrations... The protesters have accused Albanian Socialist Prime Minister
Edi Rama of election fraud and corruption and are demanding his resignation and early
nationa elections. The protesters also want a transitional government and have refused to
negotiate with the Prime Minister.
09/06/2019
https.//irna.ir/xjtrPS
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Protestersin Albania again call for Pm's ouster
Pro-EU protesters in Albania have once again held demonstrations demanding the dismissal
of the country's Prime Minister. Opposition leaders fear that if the current government
continues, Albaniawill not be able to join the European Union.
09/07/2019
https.//irna.ir/xjtNwf

Unlike the preceding period (2015-2017), in the articles from 2018-2019 relating
to Albania’s domestic political developments, IRNA portrays Albania as a politically
unstable country, facing economic difficulties, with high levels of unemployment, and

marked by widespread corruption and electora fraud. From the perspective of media
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discourse, it is noteworthy that the majority of articles from this period addressing
political instability feature in their headlines the opposition’s demand for the resignation
of the Prime Minister, whom they accuse of corruption, incompetence in governance, and
electoral manipulation. It isimportant to emphasize that the accusations of the Albanian
opposition were aready part of the opposition rhetoric during the years 2015-2017, but
they did not dominate IRNA’s media coverage in that period. This indicates that the
highly negative coverage of Albania’s domestic political situation during 2018-2019 is
linked to the new international political context created by the U.S. withdrawal from the
JCPOA, the support for the MEK as an lIranian opposition force, and related
devel opments.

An indication of this shift is that the opposition demonstrators calling for the
dismissal of Prime Minister Edi Rama are described in IRNA’s articles as “pro-EU
protesters,” with the added claim that “opposition leaders fear that, if the current
government continues, Albania will be unable to join the European Union.” In the broader
regional geopolitical context, this framing aigns with the fact that the EU was still
steadfast in its support for the Iran nuclear deal (JCPOA), for a number of reasons—
including economic interests and the need to secure energy supplies. “Looking at data
compiled by Eurostat for the 24-month period following sanctions relief in 2016 (e.i.;
2016-2018), monthly EU exports to Iran rose 47%, while EU imports from Iran shot up
560%, driven by the purchase of Iranian minera oils, including crude oil. At the time,
European companieswere keenly aware of the opportunities presented by sanctionsrelief,
given the size of the Iranian market, and moved proactively to work on investment deals
in various sectors including energy, manufacturing, the chemical and pharmaceutical

industries, and infrastructure” (Bianco, 23 May 2022).
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Undoubtedly, the culminating event of this period, which exposed the fragility of
relations between Albania and Iran even after the phase of “warming” (2015-2017), was
the expulsion on December 19, 2018, of the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to Albania, Gholamhossein Mohammadnia, along with another diplomat of the same
embassy, on grounds of threatening national security. This event attracted particular
attention not only in the local press and Albanian public opinion but aso in the
international arena, accompanied by severa strong messages of support from the
President of the United States, Donald Trump, and from some of the highest-ranking
figures of the U.S. administration at the time, such as the Secretary of State, Mike
Pompeo, and the President’s National Security Advisor, John Bolton.

In the context of this study on Albania’s relations with the Middle East, it is
important to note that this decision of the Albanian Government received immediate
backing also from Israel, Saudi Arabia, and severa other states of the Middle East region
(aspreviously mentioned in this study). In the same context, it should also be emphasized
that the decision to expel Ambassador Mohammadnia and another Iranian diplomat
received immediate support from the opposition Democratic Party of Albania, both from
its then-chairman, Lulzim Basha, and from its current leader, Sali Berisha, who even
described the move as ‘delayed’. Berisha stated: “The expulsion of the Iranian diplomats,
a right but delayed decision! Dear friends, the media report that the government has
decided to expel the ambassador and another Iranian diplomat. This decision comes after
a dangerous, conspiratorial activity, incompatible with their diplomatic status, directed
against the Iranian Mujahideen who live as political asylum seekers in our country and

who are staunch opponents of the theocratic regime of the ayatollahs. In this context, it
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can be said that their removal is entirely justified, though long delayed” (Gazeta
Shqiptare, December 20, 2018).

This unified stance of both the governing majority and the Albanian opposition
regarding Iran would reappear in subsequent meetings between high-level U.S. officials
and representatives of the MEK in Albania, where both representatives of the ruling
Socialist Party and those of the opposition Democratic Party and Republican Party took
part.

IRNA covered this development with intense media coverage, with six articles
between December 20 and 22, 2018, dominated by an extremely negative tone, placing
the event in the context of a conspiratorial narrative, where the Albanian government is
described as "victim to an unwanted action against Iranian diplomats in continuation of
the scenario-building by the US, the Zionist regime and some terrorist groups’. Here are

some examples:
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Foreign Ministry Spokesperson: Albania fallsvictim to US scenario and Zionist regime
Tehran- IRNA- The spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the ISlamic Republic
of Iran said: Albania has fallen victim to an unwanted action against our diplomats in
continuation of the scenario-building by the US, the Zionist regime and someterrorist groups.
Some European mediaoutlets reported on Albania's decision to expel the Iranian ambassador
and an Iranian diplomat from that country... The first to welcome this decision were Pompeo
and Bolton, the US Secretary of State and National Security Advisor... Albanias excuse for
this action was stated to be "violation of diplomatic status."...and "engaging in activities that
endanger the security of the country”.

20/12/2018
https://irnair/xjirHQz
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Qasemi: Albania gover nment's action is unacceptable and condemned
Tehran - IRNA - The Foreign Ministry spokesman, condemning the unacceptable action of
the Albanian government in expelling two Iranian diplomats, stated: This action and scenario
was formulated under pressure from the US government and the Zionist regime's security
service, in cooperation with some anti-Iranian terrorist groups, and with false and inaccurate
claims, and was implemented in order to destroy and affect Iran-Europe relations

20/12/2018
https.//irna.ir/xjrHSv
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Trump thanks Albania's anti-Iran action
Tehran - IRNA - US President Donald Trump on Thursday praised and thanked the Albanian
government for Tiranads condemnable action in expelling two Iranian diplomats...
According to an Associated Press report from Tirana, Trump sent aletter to Albanian Prime
Minister Edi Rama expressing gratitude and wrote: “I appreciate your steadfast efforts to
stand up against Iran, to counter that country’s destabilizing activities, and to silence
dissenting voices across the world.”
IRNA, 20/12/2018
https.//irna.ir/xjrHX9
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Pompeo praises Albania's moveto expel Iranian diplomats
New York - IRNA - The US Secretary of State, in aphone call with his Albanian counterpart,
praised the expulsion of two Iranian diplomats, continuing the anti-Iranian strategy and using
the terrorist group's agents as bait to make false claims against Iran... According to IRNA,
Robert Palladino, Deputy Spokesperson for the US State Department, announced the news
on Sunday, adding that Michael Pompeo and Ditmir Bushati commended the Albanian
government's action to expel two Iranian diplomats, including the Iranian ambassador to
Albania, for what has been called a response to an Iranian-sponsored plot to carry out a
terrorist attack in Albania... With Donald Trump coming to power and defining an anti-
Iranian strategy and taking advantage of forces opposing the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
leaders of the Hypocrites (MEK) have been moving around a lot in the White House. And
with the coming to power of Trump's National Security Advisor John Bolton, who used to
give paid speeches at the Hypocrites (MEK-s) annual gathering, therole of this group against
the Iranian people has increased... The leaders of this group, led by the Zionist and Saudi
regimes, using their agents and making false claims about Iran’s intention to carry out
terrorist operations, none of which have occurred, are providing propaganda fodder for the
White House so that they can force the Europeans, who did not support the US withdrawal
from the JCPOA and are trying to ignore their sanctions, to take action against Iran.
22/12/2018
https://irna.ir/xjrIMC
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Al-Saud's enthusiasm over expulsion of Iranian diplomat in Albania
Tehran - IRNA - An officia in the Saudi Foreign Ministry on Saturday, continuing its anti-
Iranian actions, expressed delight at Albania's action to expel two Iranian diplomats from the
country... The source added: Saudi Arabia has repeatedly stressed the dangers of Iran's
support for terrorism and called for the international community to deal seriously with this
country.

22/12/2018
https.//irnair/xjrIMV
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In an exclusiveinterview with IRNA: Iran's ambassador narratesconspiracy in Albaniato

damage Tehran-Europereéations
Tehran - IRNA - Gholamhossein Mohammadnia, Iran’'s ambassador to Albania, who returned
to Iran claiming diplomatic violations by Tirana, says. Albanias action in expelling two
Iranian diplomats was an American-Zionist scenario and was intended to harm Iran-Europe
relations... According to IRNA's report on Wednesday, Mohammadnia believes that
Albania's action was part of a series of measures taken in connection with Iran-EU relations.
Especialy on the eve of providing a special European financial mechanism for Iran and
preserving the JCPOA. The Albanian government, due to its low capacity and resistance,
could not resist this scenario and fell victim to the American and Zionist scenario... "For the
first timein the history of bilateral relations, the Albanian Foreign Minister visited Iran, and
for the first time, the two news agencies IRNA and the Albanian state news agency signed a
cooperation memorandum, and the economic delegation of the Iranian Chamber of
Commercetraveled to Albaniaand signed a cooperation agreement with the Albanian parties.
Even in the field of sports, officials of the Albanian Football Federation traveled to Iran and
signed an agreement... On the other hand, the majority of the Albanian population is Bektashi
Muslims, and asignificant part of them arefriends of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) and havereligious
affiliations with Iran.

02/01/2019
https://irnair/xjrQ3S

These statements by the Iranian ambassador—who was expelled from Albania as
persona non grata—reinforce precisely the conspiratorial framing through which Iran
interprets this event. Although, at the end of his statement, he summarizes in one
paragraph all the “efforts” to elevate bilateral relations during 2015-2017, his derogatory
depiction of the Albanian government as having “low capacity and resistance” shows a
lack of sincerity and suggests a dual posture on the Iranian side in these efforts—
especially given that they produced virtually no concrete results over three years.

Likewise, his distortion of reality when he claims that “the majority of the Albanian

population are Bektashi Muslims, and a significant part of them are friends of the Ahl a-
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Bayt and have religious affiliations with Iran” is a clear indicator of Iran’s attempt to
“patronize” Albania’s Muslim—Shi’a communities by presenting them as “the majority
within Albania’s religious demography and as religiously affiliated with Iran”. In fact,
these communities neither constitute the majority of Albania’s population, nor is there
any historical evidence linking them to Iran, whose Shi’a doctrine differs fundamentally
from that of the Bektashis or other sects such as the ‘Halwati’ in Albania—differences
shaped over centuries of sectarian divisions within Shi’a Islam.

Another typical case of media framing is the political use that IRNA made of its
coverage of a natural disaster: the earthquake of November 26, 2019, in Albania, which
caused over 50 deaths, many injuries, and extensive material damage. After reporting the
event in a November 30 article titled “Albania earthquake kills 50”, which merely
provided details on the destruction caused by the earthquake and the history of
earthquakes in Albania, IRNA published, on December 2, another article titled
“Earthquake destroys ‘Hypocrites’ (MEK) headquarters in Albania”. This article stood
out for two sentences with profoundly political—propagandistic connotations: specificaly,
“a severe earthquake that struck Albania last week destroyed the Hypocrites (MEK)
barracks and killed several members of theterrorist group” and “According to the report,
unlike its treatment of ordinary wounded civilians, the Albanian police transferred the
injured from the Ashraf 3 camp to special hospitals with particular protocol and

formalities”.
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Earthquake destroys “Hypocrites” (MKO) headquarters in Albania
02/12/2019
https.//irna.ir/xjwg9J

In sum, the period 2018-2019 reflects a clear and sustained securitization of
Albaniain Iranian media, spearheaded by narratives centered on the MEK. The bilateral
relationship, became increasingly adversarial, characterized by mutual accusations and
diplomatic disengagement. The discursive emphasis on the MEK’s presence, combined
with portrayals of Albania as a hub of instability and foreign influence, established a

hostile media framework that would persist and expand in subsequent years.

Cyber Conflict and Diplomatic Breakdown (2020-2022): Between 2020 and 2022,
Iranian media discourse on Albania—most notably through IRNA (Islamic Republic
News Agency)—underwent a significant transformation, evolving into what can be
described as a fully securitized and ideologically adversarial narrative. The portrayal of
Albania moved beyond prior criticisms of Western alignment to characterize the country
as an active and complicit node in a broader geopolitical and cyber-based confrontation
with the Islamic Republic of Iran. The peak of this transformation occurred in September
2022, when Albania severed diplomatic ties with Iran, citing a series of cyberattacks
conducted by Iranian state-linked actors. The Iranian response, as captured by IRNA's

intensified coverage, was swift and vehement: categorical denial of the charges,
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attribution of blame to the United States and Israel, and an insistence that Albania was
merely executing orders on behalf of Western security alliances, particularly NATO and
U.S. intelligence agencies.

IRNA’s media coverage of Albania for the year 2020 begins with the expulsion of
two additional Iranian diplomats, Mohammad Ali Arz Peimanemati and Ahmad Hosseini
Alast, who were declared “persona non grata” and ordered to leave Albania immediately.
This news also made headlines in both Albanian local media and international outlets.

A press release of the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of the Republic of

Albania on January 15 2020, stated:

Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs decided today that the diplomatic representatives of
the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Albania, Mr. Mohammad Ali Arz
Peimanemati and Mr. Seyed Ahmad Hosseini Alast, to be declared persona non grata, for
conducting activities incompatible with their status and the principles of the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations. The two representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran
were requested to leave the territory of the Republic of Albania immediately” (Ministry for
Europe and Foreign Affairs, January 15, 2020).

Meanwhile, VOA reported:

Confidential sourceswithin the Albanian government told VOA the two diplomats are being
expelled for activity endangering Albania's national security. They said that cultural attache
Seyed Ahmed Hosseini Alast had previously held high positions with Iran's Revolutionary
Guard and that Mohamed Peimanemati had been a member of the operationa unit of Iran's
Intelligence Agency, MOIS. The source charged that he was responsible for terrorist actsin
European Union countries” (Kostreci, January 15, 2020).

The Albanian media outlet ‘Top Channel’, in an article titled “Who was
Soleimani’s man hiding in Tirana as Iran’s cultural attaché” (January 16,
2020), wrote in relation to Seyed Ahmed Hosseini Alast:

Under the guise of a cultural attaché, he was also appointed director of the Sadi Shirazi
Cultural Foundation, a foundation that has operated in Albania since 1996 and which,
according to its statute, aims to promote Iranian culture in Albania and Albanian culture in
Iran. This foundation also publishes a magazine, which was aso directed by the Iranian
intelligence service operative. In addition to its publications, it isbelieved that thisfoundation
finances online media in Albania which follow an ideological line close to the Ayatollah
regime in Iran and often attack Albania’s decision to host members of the Iranian opposition,
the MEK.

Referring to IRNA articlesanalyzed in thisstudy, Seyed Ahmed Hosseini Alast was

present in many of the cultural and religious activities in Albaniaduring the period under
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review. This expulsion of the two Iranian diplomats was reported by IRNA in the

following article:

eV s g hlul

Pl e iy R el i By wiw B B R e e N

O gadalaes I o AN Sitalags 02 fAb)

2 & A gl e iy
PESTPTVINE IR
-

-

Albania’'s non-diplomatic action against Iranian diplomats
Tehran- IRNA- The Albanian Foreign Ministry announced on Wednesday the expulsion of
two Iranian diplomats, claiming that the two individuals wereinvolved in activities unrelated
to diplomatic status... In December 2018, the Albanian government expelled two other
Iranian diplomatsfor "violating diplomatic status’ by disrupting unspecified illegal activities
that threatened the country's security... Since 2013, Albania has received about 3,000
members of the Hypocrites (MEK) Organization, who were previously based in Irag, at the
request of the United States and the United Nations... In the years following the Islamic
Revolution, the terrorist group of the Hypocrites (MEK) fled Iran and moved to Irag, where
they were welcomed and sheltered by Saddam Hussein, the country's former dictator.
16/01/2020
https://irna.ir/xjwTNf

Viewed from amediaframing perspective, IRNA offersno substantiveinformation
about the activities of the two diplomats declared personanon grata, nor doesit explicitly
deny their engagement in actions deemed incompatible with their diplomatic status.
Instead, it inserts three paragraphs about the MEK’s presence in Albania and the
Organization’s history—information that is not directly relevant to the news item itself.

From this moment onward, the issue of MEK becomes the central focus of IRNA’s
coverage relating to Albania. Thus, in an article dated February 10, 2020, titled
“Independence and freedom are the greatest achievements of the Islamic Revolution”,
IRNA reports that the deputy head of the Passive Defense Organization, Major General
Gholam Ali Heydari, during a ceremony in Ardestan commemorating the 41st
anniversary of the Islamic Revolution, stated: “The enemy does not remain idle; through

cyberspace and the media it is waging a soft war, ostensibly sustaining its puppet power
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and seeking to intimidate Iran by deploying aircraft carriers and terrorist teams; or, with
Saudi financial and media support, equipping all anti-revolutionary groups with cyber
capabilities so they can drive a wedge between Iran and Irag—enabling the Hypocrites
(MEK), who assassinated 17,000 Iranians, to conduct cyber operations from Albania to

fracture the resistance front.”
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Independence and freedom are the greatest achievements of the | damic Revolution
10/02/2020
https.//irna.ir/xjxbZY

In the context of media framing, it should be noted that during this period IRNA
did not publish statements from high-ranking Iranian officiasregarding MEK in Albania,
that could further aggravate aready strained relations. Instead, such references were
incorporated, as in the case above, into statements by loca figures during various
speeches, or in reports from foreign media outlets. One such instance is an article of
February 19, 2020, titled “New York Times reporter reveals Hypocrites’ (MEK’s) camp

in Albania”, in which IRNA refers to New York Times journalist Patrick Kingsley.
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New York Times reporter reveals Hypocrite’s (MEK-s) camp in Albania
Tehran - IRNA - A reporter for the American newspaper New York Times in Berlin,
Germany, recently prepared areport on hisvisit to the Hypocrites (MEK) camp near Tirana,
the capital of Albania, and exposed the group... In hisarticle, Kingsley referred to the camp
as barracks and wrote: Contrary to the claims of the group's officials, who claim that nearly
2,500 people live in the camp, he saw only 200 people... He further mentioned the issue of
the acceptance of members of this (terrorist) group by the Albanian government, writing:
“Ditmir Bushati, the then Albanian Foreign Minister, declared the acceptance of these people
as a kind of favor to Washington”... Kingsley’s report continued: The group is said to have
paid tens of thousands of dollars to former adviser John Bolton and Trump’s personal lawyer
Rudy Giuliani to attend and speak at a meeting of their members; two individuals who
described the MEK as the most legitimate opposition group to the Iranian government.

19/02/2020
https.//irna.ir/xjxhD2

It’s noteworthy that in his original article, titled “Highly secretive Iranian rebels
areholed up in Albania. They gave usatour” (New York Times, 16/02/2016), describing
the history of the relocation of MEK members from “Camp Ashraf” in Iraq to Albania,
Kingsley writes:

But in 2009, American troops ceded responsibility for the M.E.K. to the Iragi government.
Led by politicians sympathetic to Iran, the Iragi authoritiestacitly allowed Iran-allied militias
to attack the group. American and United Nations diplomats began searching for a safer
country to house the group. After intensive lobbying by a bipartisan group of lawmakers, the
American government also removed them from a list of terrorist organizations in 2012. A
year later, they were finally welcomed by Albania. The Albanian government hoped its
hospitality would curry favor with Washington, according to the foreign minister between
2013 and 2019, Ditmir Bushati.

From this broader historical context of the original article, however, IRNA’s article
paraphrases only the final sentence, stating: “Ditmir Bushati, the then Albanian Foreign

Minister, declared the acceptance of these people as a kind of favor to Washington.”
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Moreover, an apparently “minor” translation slip conveys the false impression that
Rudy Giuliani and John Bolton “were paid by the MEK” for their speeches in Albania.

In hisNew York Times article, Kingsley writes:

The group’s loudest allies include Rudolph W. Giuliani, the president’s personal lawyer, and
John R. Bolton, hisformer National Security Adviser. Both have received tens of thousands
of dollars for speaking at the group’s conferences, wheretheseinfluential Americans describe
the People’s Jihadists as Iran’s most legitimate opposition.

Thus, Kingsley neither mentions nor implies that Giuliani and Bolton received
money from the MEK—yet the sentence underlined above was paraphrased in the IRNA

article as follows: “This group has paid tens of thousands of dollars to former national

security adviser John Bolton and Trump’s personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani to attend and

speak at their members’ meetings”.

Itisclear that in this case we are not only dealing with “media framing” in the sense
of information selection and its placement within a particular context, but with a
deliberate distortion of meaning through “translation”.

On 24 August 2020, IRNA published a cultural news item related to Albania—the
first of its kind after many months. The article, titled “The short film ‘The Speaker’ was
accepted at the Tirana Film Festival in Albania”, reported on an Iranian student short film
that had been accepted to compete in the “Tirana Film Festival”’—online, due to the

situation created by the Coronavirus pandemic.
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Theshort film " The Speaker" was accepted at the Tirana Film Festival in Albania
24/08/2020
https.//irna.ir/xjzjHZ

On 7 October 2020, IRNA published an article titled “The Hard Work of the
Foreign Policy Apparatus in Iran”, in which MEK members are referred to as i AUl
(albani neshinha)—“those who reside in Albania” (or “Albanian residents”), a term that
would later become a coinage in subsequent media coverage. They are described as a
source of offensive attacks, with the claim that “the domestic [Iranian] people
unintentionally fall into their trap”.

In the context of media framing, by employing a conspiratorial narrative that
designates the United States, Isragl, and some Arab states such as Saudi Arabia and the
UAE as hostile, the article—while speaking about Iranian diplomacy— employs a harsh
and undiplomatic tone toward the leaders of these countries, calling them “the most evil
people” (38 ¢n 523 [shaki tarine afrad]) and referring to the American administration
as the “US terrorist regime” (Sl Siva 55 55 a5 [rezhimre terroristi Amrika)).

“Such an excessin the use of harsh and arrogant hate speech seemsto exceed every
limit of professional media ethics—even for domestic consumption—particularly in an
article that discusses diplomacy. Here are some quotations from the article to illustrate

this extremely harsh language:
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TheHard Work of the Foreign Policy Apparatusin Iran
Tehran- IRNA- Anyone can make mistakes and can be exposed to criticism, but what
happens against the foreign policy apparatus is insults, destruction, and mostly,
troublemaking. It can be said with confidence that the origin of many of these attacks is
“those who reside in Albania” (Wéi W), while the domestic people (i.e.: people that live
in Iran) unintentionally fall into their trap... In many cases, instead of confronting foreign

enemies, most of the energy of the Minister and the staff of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
is spent on eliminating and reversing internal sabotage and eliminating the harmful effects of
the positions, behavior and ill-considered actions of some domestic real and legal figures. If
we consider our country's diplomats as soldiers on the front line in the fight against the most
evil people such as Trump, Pompeo, Netanyahu, bin Salman and bin Zayed and neutralizing
their conspiracies, not only do they not receive natura and appropriate support and
assistance, but in many cases they are stabbed in the back...
07/10/2020
https.//irna.ir/xjByPy

In the context of this study, it should be noted that such “harsh language” was not
employed toward the Albanian authorities—since they were routinely portrayed as
“victims” of this “conspiracy”, who merely commit “mistakes”—a rhetoric which,
although not as harsh, is perhaps even more derogatory.

IRNA often employs such derogatory language also toward the leaders of the MEK.
An example of this derogatory language is the article of 13 October 2020, titled “Rajavi

the Walking Dead”.
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Rajavi The Walking Dead

Tehran — IRNA — In recent months, news and reports have been published in the media and
socia networks regarding the death of "Massoud Raavi”, the leader of the hypocrites’
terrorist group, al of which, citing some appearances, claim that he has been killed. These
reports were enough to draw attention once again to the unknown fate of the leader of the
hypocrites’ sect and once again arouse public curiosity... On July 12 of last year, during
their annual meeting, elements of the hypocrites group installed abillboard in the grounds of
the Manz Albania camp, known as Ashraf 3, a place that the Americans had prepared for
them in Europe, in Albania, after the expulsion of the MKO by the Iragi government, in
which Massoud Rajavi's picture can be seen next to pictures of prominent historical figures
of Iran such as Sattar Khan, Bagher Khan, Mirza Kochak Khan, and one or two of the early
leaders of the M ojahedin-e Khalg Organization...

13/10/2020

https.//irna.ir/xjBCc4

In the context of mediaframing, it should be noted that thisisone of therare articles
in which IRNA uses the three terms by which the MEK is known or “labeled” in Iran.
Two of these terms, which are most commonly used by IRNA, are “(uiilia w5 5 Sa 5 K
[garuhak-e terroristi-ye monafiqin], i.e., “the terrorist group of Hypocrites”, and 48 3
oilie [ferge-ye monafiqin], i.e., “the Sect of Hypocrites”. The third term used is in fact
the organization’s proper name, by which it is also widely recognized in the international
arena, namely “GA (pwlae ()l [sazman-e mojahedin-e khalq], i.e., “People’s
Mojahedin Organization” (abbreviated as MKO), also known in its shortened form as
“BlA (palas” [Mojahedin-e Khalq] (abbreviated as MEK). This latter term is used here
by IRNA only once, in a historical context, when it states: *“ Ole 3t 4l s Gl 5 31 G5 52 (Sa s
Gia (pwlaes” — “and one or two of the early leaders of the Mojahedin-e Khalq

Organization”.
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In the same vein, the image used in the article places the MEK logo against the
backgdrop of the U.S. and U.K. flags; the logo itself contains the name “Gla Cpwlas”
(Mojahedin-e Khalq), while the tag placed beneath the image is labeled “the terrorist
group of Hypocrites” , “cuiilia w555 a5 8" [garuhak-e terroristi-ye monafigin],—
these two different “designations” for the identification of the same image are a clear
indication of IRNA’s dualism in media framing.

This dualism — though “not linguistic” — reappears in the subsequent article, dated
2 November 2020, titled “Unity Conference: The Starting Point of a New Strategy for
Islamic Unity”. Although its central theme is “Islamic Unity”, the article inserts the same
“conspiracy narrative” of an “American—Zionist—Saudi” plot. This time, however, it is
not linked solely to Iran but also to other parts of the Islamic world, such as Syria,
attributing the conflict there and the emergence of extremist groupsinvolved in it to this
“imaginary conspiracy”. This is, in fact, a distinctly stigmatizing-sectarian rhetoric,
disguised under the guise of combating extremism, which becomes evident in this passage
of the article: “The recent war of the Takfiris against Syria, where the United States, the
Zionist regime, imperialist countries and the Saudi Wahhabis have turned tens of
thousands of Muslims around the world into extremists and sent them to Syria as Takfiri
soldiers against the Syrian government, is a great lesson for Islamic scholars that the
solution to confronting the Takfiris is Islamic unity”.

In the context of media framing, IRNA introduces this rhetoric through the words
of “a university professor and historian of Ottoman history (Dr. Jazexhi), in the webinar
‘North America Region’”. According to IRNA, this professor mentions during his speech
that he is from Albania, and draws an association between extremist movements or

conservative Islamic currentsin the Middle East and the MEK :
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Dr. Jazexhi said: The lesson we learn from the Takfiris in Syria, or the issue we face in
Albania regarding the presence of the extremist and terrorist group, the Mujahedin-e Khalq,
or the terrorist organization of the Hypocrites, which is unfortunately hosted by my country,
shows the Muslim Ummah the danger posed by these groups that do not accept Ilamic unity
and want to impose their extremist views on the rest of the world.

By contrast, Iran—where a Shi‘ite theocracy rules—is presented in the article as
the guide of the Islamic world and as a “supporter of Sunni Muslims in the Balkans, in

Syria, and in Palestine”:

He[Dr. Jazexhi] continued: The Islamic Republic of Iran, which supportsthe Sunni Muslims
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Albania, Syria and Palestineg, is a great lesson for the
rest of the Muslim Ummah, so that people can understand that the lies and propaganda of the
Takfiris against Islamic unity are fake. The government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has
continuously shown the rest of the Muslim community that it does not matter whether you
are Sunni or Shia— what mattersisthat you are Muslim and we are all religious brothers and
sisters.

In this analysis, my aim is not to dwell on the veracity of these statements, nor to
provoke academic debate on theissue, but rather to highlight this model of mediaframing
that IRNA, aswell as other media outlets in Iran, employ in relation to the statements or
opinions of Albanian scholars—and not only—by contextualizing them in the service of

a hegemonist-religious policy.

Unity Conference: The Starting Point of a New Strategy for |slamic Unity
02/11/2020
https://irna.ir/xjBPmc

In 2021, IRNA began its media coverage on Albaniawith an article dated January

18, 2021, titled “Hypocrites’ (MKQ's) cooperation with Albanian mafia poses threat to
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citizens of that country”. In this article, was published an interview with political
correspondent Seyyed Reza Qazvini Ghorabi, who, according to IRNA, stated that the
cooperation of the MEK with the Albanian mafiarepresents athreat to the citizens of this
country, adding: “Albanian journalists speak of the serious possibility that this group has
access to hundreds of thousands of weapons that were stolen from Albanian army
barracks more than two decades ago”—without mentioning the name of any journalist or
media outlet. He then jumps to the conclusion that: “The MEK group’s acquisition of
these weapons and its dealings with Albanian mafia groups could pose areal threat to the
citizens of this country and the Balkans, and could even have negative effects on
Albania’s EU membership process or delay this process”.

Such a “cause-and-effect logic,” not based on facts but only on journalistic
insinuations of a “serious possibility”, is a form of media framing that borders on
disinformation. Consequently, it distorts Albania’s image, which the article explicitly
associates with the presence of the MEK in the country. Meanwhile, this lengthy article
of around 900 words in Persian does not bring a single verifiable fact, but only

insinuations regarding its subject matter.
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Hypocrites’ (MEK's) cooper ation with Albanian mafia
posesthreat to citizens of that country
18/01/2021
https.//irna.ir/xjCzt9
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Another article from 2021 related to the MEK is that of 7 April 2021, titled
“Facebook removes hundreds of Hypocrites (MEK) accounts”. This report, which IRNA
claims is from the Associated Press, states that “the social network Facebook removed
hundreds of accounts linked to the MEK in Albania, as members of the group used fake
accounts, photos and profiles to post criticism of the Iranian government”. The piece,

however, offers no concrete evidence or specific details to substantiate these claims.
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Facebook removes hundreds of Hypocrites’ (MEKSs) accounts
07/04/2021

https://irna.ir/xjDrQ9

In 2021, IRNA’s media coverage of religious activities in Albania was again almost
entirely absent, and the only news item that appears to have attracted IRNA’s attention
concerning Albanian Muslims was the article of 19 April 2021, entitled “Assailant injures
five worshippers in Albania.” The report recounts a knife attack by a young man against
Muslim worshippers while they were praying in a mosgue in Tirana. This incident also
drew significant attention in the Albanian media and, according to investigations, the
perpetrator of the attack was a person with mental health disorders. Subsequently, a
decision was taken to close the investigation and to impose the measure of “compulsory

medical treatment in a medical institution” (Shqiptarja.com, July 26, 2021).
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In the context of media framing, it is noteworthy that IRNA chose to conclude this
news item with a detail about Albania’s religious demography, stating: “Albania has a
population of 2.8 million, the maority of whom are Muslim, with a small minority of
Catholic and Orthodox Christians living in the country”. This may be interpreted as an
allusion that the incident could have had a religious background. However, no such

insinuation is made explicitly in the article.
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Assailant injures five wor shippersin Albania
19/04/2021

https://irna.ir/xjDzj8

It is worth emphasizing that, between May 2021 and May 2022, the MEK-in-
Albania theme abruptly disappears from IRNA’s coverage. Although the agency
continued to publish extensive articles about the MEK—including reports on the
organization’s annual gathering in Paris—it no longer mentioned Albania as the group’s
base of operations, despite the fact that its members remained at the Manéz camp in
Albania. This shift can be explained in part by the beginning of President Joe Biden’s
term (2021-2025), during which Iran-United States relations were shaped by efforts to
revive the 2015 nuclear agreement, alongside ongoing regional tensions, sanctions,
cyberattacks, and proxy conflicts. Early in Biden’s presidency, U.S. officials signaled an
interest in returning to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), (CFR,
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cfr/timeline/us-relations-iran-1953-2023; Lake, January 22, 2021)—a clear example of
how U.S. foreign policy influences Iran—-Albania relations (thus corroborating the study’s
hypothesis; elaborated further below).

During this period, Albania appears in IRNA primarily as a factor within broader
regional political developments: the Russia-Ukraine conflict, joint exercises under
NATO, its tenure as a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council and related
voting positions, the repatriation of families of 1SIS fighters, and the reception of Afghan
refugees. These developments are presented across severa articles, including:

= “U.S.-Europe joint exercise with transparency claims” (14/05/2021).

» “Five non-permanent members of the UN Security Council elected” (12/07/2021).

= “Albanian ISIS families detained in Syria return home” (01/08/2021).

» “U.S. consultations with Albania to temporarily resettle Afghan refugees”
(20/08/2021).

= “U.S. concerned about China-Albania relations establish military base in Tirana”
(08/01/2022).

In this period, the conspiratorial narrative of the “U.S.—Israel—Saudi Arabia plot”
also disappears almost entirely. Even though the United States is constantly mentioned in
reports concerning Albania, in the framework of its North Atlantic partnership or regional
developments, IRNA’s rhetoric in these reports is devoid of harsh language toward
American authorities or policies. As mentioned above, this was a year of diplomatic
efforts to revive the JCPOA, from which the U.S. had withdrawn in 2018 during the first
term of President Donald Trump — therefore, IRNA substantialy toned down its harsh

rhetoric towards the United States.
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Conversely, IRNA publishes amost no articles with directly Albania-related
economic, cultural, or religious (“soft-power”) content in this period. The exceptions are
two cultural notes: a brief 4 September 2021 item, “Iranian films compete in Argentina,
India, Albania and the U.S.” (which provides no details about the events), and a 6
December 2021 scholarly essay, “Is the Persian language a ‘migrant-receiving’ or
‘migrant-sending’ language?”, a lengthy study with ten subsections on Persian’s
influence across world languages and cultures. Subsection seven, “Croats, Serbs, and
Albanians Host Persian Words,” contains two paragraphs about Persian lexical influence
in Albanian, with etymological illustrations; the piece is therefore only tangentialy
related to Albania

The MEK issue in Albania resurfaces abruptly in a 21 May 2022 article titled
“Martyrs’ remembrances play a prominent role in preventing distortion of holy defense.”
Although the article is not directly about Albania, it asserts that “the elderly members of
the infernal group of Hypocrites (MEK) are currently producing and launching a round-

the-clock media offensive against the revolution and the people from special rooms in

Albania.”
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Martyrs remembrancesplay a prominent rolein preventing distortion of holy defense
21/05/2022
https.//irna.ir/xj XGy
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This article was published by IRNA just one month before former U.S. Vice
President Mike Pence’s participation in a MEK meeting in Albania—an event that
marked a turning point after more than a year of “silence.” The development triggered
reactions in Iran that sharpened IRNA’s tone and revived the “conspiracist narrative of a
plot against Iran”—a rhetorical escalation that, this time, would precede the subsequent
cyberattacks and the severing of diplomatic relations.

On June 24, 2022, IRNA published an article titled “Trump’s deputy meets with
the terrorist group of Hypocrites in Albania.” Although sourced from the American
network Fox News, IRNA framed the report within the Islamic Republic’s position,
reinstating—after more than a year—the conspiratorial narrative according to which the
MEK “gathers extremist American politicians and its hired supporters every year with
false promises and sometimes money laundering, and seeks its survival through
lobbying”. The article further asserted that “the terrorist group of Hypocrites (MEK),
which has an office in Washington, has sought a tougher U.S. stance toward Iran” and
“opposes the possible re-entry of the United States into the JCPOA™.

Of coursg, it isirrational to believe that a group like the MEK—with the status of
asylum seekers, restricted movement, and continuous surveillance—would be in a
position to lobby “with false promises and even money laundering” in order “to hire
supporters and gather American politicians”. This is a form of media framing aimed at
IRNA’s domestic audience in Iran. Nevertheless, it is clear that what truly concerns IRNA
and the Islamic Republic is in fact the obstruction of efforts for “the possible re-entry of
the United States into the JCPOA”—as | emphasized in the discussion of U.S—Iran

relations at the beginning of the Biden presidential mandate.
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Alongside the “conspiratorial narrative” about the influence of the MEK, this article
also reintroduces the language of hatred regarding President Trump and his aides: “The
meeting of the extremist vice president of former U.S. President Donald Trump, whose
hands are stained with the blood of martyr Genera Qassem Soleimani, with the

Hypocrites (MEK) terroristsis not far-fetched...”.
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Trump'sdeputy meetswith terrorist group MKO in Albania
24/06/2022
https.//irna.ir/x]JNZT

On 24 June 2022, IRNA published another article titled “The life and death of
society isin the hands of the judiciary / The most righteous men should be the custodians
of the judiciary”. On this occasion, the MEK was mentioned by a cleric—the
representative of the Supreme Leader in the province and the Friday Imam of Ardabil,
Ayatollah Ameli. Although the central theme of the articlewasthejudicial systeminlran,
the report contained four subtopics, the second and most extensively covered being: “The
crimes of the MEK must be recounted for the younger generation.”

Here, according to IRNA, the senior Shi‘ite cleric “explained the dimensions of the

presence of former U.S. Vice President Mike Pencein ameeting of the Hypocrites (MEK)
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and said: Yesterday, on the eve of ‘Haft Tir’® remembrance, in Albania, Trump’s Vice
President Mike Pence appeared among the Hypocrites (MEK) in disgrace and delivered
offensive remarks against Iran. When he was Trump’s vice president, he encouraged
Trump to withdraw from the JCPOA with his sinister wishes and announced that
America’s withdrawal from the JCPOA was equivalent to the fal of Iran, but hetook his
wish with him and failed”.

I would like to remind here that in Iran’s theocratic system, senior clerics hold not
only religious authority but also extended control over the state, in accordance with the
principle of Velayat-e fagih. “Velayat-e fagih—or guardianship of the Islamic jurist—is
the system of governance that has underpinned Iran’s political order since the country’s
1979 Ilamic Revolution. At its most basic, the theory of velayat-e fagih, which isrooted
in Shi‘a Islam, justifiestherule of the clergy over the state. The concept of velayat-efagih
transfers all political and religious authority to the Shi‘ite clergy and makes all of the
state’s key decisions subject to approval by a supreme clerical leader, the ‘Vali-e faqih’
(guardian Islamic jurist). The supreme clerical leader (the fagih) provides guardianship
(velayat) over the nation and, in doing so, ensures the top-down Islamization of the state”
(Tony Blair Institute for Global Change, March 29, 2019). Asthe article notes, Ayatollah
Ameli was “the representative of the Supreme Leader in the province of Ardabil”.

In the context of media framing, delivering this message in IRNA through the
sermon of a senior Shi’ite cleric appears to have been intended to sensitize the Iranian

public to anticipated tensions relating to the MEK (and, consequently, to Albania), but

6On 28 June 1981 (7 Tir 1360 in the Iranian calendar; Persian: _s <éa, Hafte Tir), a powerful bomb went
off at the headquarters of the Islamic Republican Party (IRP) in Tehran, while a meeting of party leaders
was in progress. Seventy-four leading officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran werekilled, including Chief
Justice Ayatollah Mohammad Beheshti, who was the second most powerful figurein the Iranian Revolution
(after Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini). Two days later, on 30 June, the People's Mujahedin of Iran was
accused by Khomeini of being behind the attack
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without involving officia statements from the Iranian government or diplomatic
authorities, which at the time were engaged in efforts to bring the United States back into
the JCPOA, from which it had withdrawn in 2018. As the quotation above shows, this

issue was also explicitly referenced by the senior Shi’ite cleric in his sermon.
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Thelife and death of society isin the hands of the judiciary/ The most righteous human
beings should bethe custodians of the judiciary
24/06/2022
https.//irnair/xjJNLp

In another article, also dated 24 June 2022, titled “Gharibabadi reacts to Mike
Pence's presence at Hypocrites (MEK) group meeting”, IRNA intensifies its harsh
rhetoric in covering this issue by publishing a tweet from the Deputy for International
Affairs of the Judiciary and Secretary of Human Rights (in the Ministry of Justice-lran),
Kazem Gharibabadi, who stated: “Mike Pence's meeting with the Hypocrite terrorists of
(MEK) is emblematic of the U.S. regime's support of terrorism and its ill-wishes for the
Iranian people, 17,000 of whom have been assassinated by this bloodthirsty & notorious

terrorists”.
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To this tweet, IRNA added: “Mike Pence attended the meeting of the Hypocrites
(MEK) terrorist group in Albania yesterday and also met with ‘Maryam Rajavi,” the
leader of this group. He had also spoken at an event of this terrorist group last year”.

It is noteworthy that this reaction, although harsh, did not come from Iran’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, but from an official of the Ministry of Justice, responsible for human

rights and international affairs.
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Gharibabadi reactsto Mike Pence's presence at Hypocrites (MEK) group meeting
24/06/2022
https://irna.ir/xjINFj

Two days later, in an article titled “Minister of Intelligence: The names of the
martyrs of the 7th of June will always remain in history”, IRNA reported a speech by the
Minister of Intelligence, Seyyed Ismail Khatib, in which he was quoted as saying: “The
black-faced terrorists living in Albania have never been and will never be safe from the
fire of revenge for the 12,000 martyrs of their crimes; even though they place themselves
more and more at the disposal of the heads of official and state terrorism such as Trump,

Mike Pence, and Pompeo every day”.
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The use of the term “living/residents in Albania” (0 SW), by the Iranian Minister
of Intelligence is not coincidental—it appears to convey the message that Iran’s
intelligence services were paying particular attention to MEK members residing in

Albania, especially following Mike Pence’s visit.
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Minister of intelligence: The names of the martyrs of the 7th of June
25/06/2022
https://irna.ir/xjJPcV

Nevertheless, these statements, although coming from senior figures of the
establishment in Iran, did not convey direct messages to the American administration of
the time, while IRNA’s media coverage about Albania continued to focus on Albania’s
partnership within NATO, its EU accession perspective, and its role in regional
developments. Examples include the article of July 2, 2022 titled “NATO seeks to
establish base in Albania” and that of July 19, 2022 titled “EU agrees to start negotiations
for Membership of Albania and Northern Macedonia”.

An interesting case in IRNA-s coverage during this period was the trial of the
Iranian national Hamid Nuri by a Swedish judicial panel, in which he was sentenced to
life imprisonment for crimes against humanity in connection with the mass executions of
political prisoners in Iran in 1988—a trial in which testimonies from MEK members

residing in Albaniawere also presented. Although the judicial process was conducted in

328


https://irna.ir/xjJPcV

the court of the Albanian city of Durrés, in IRNA’s media coverage of this event (an
event, that was not limited to the individual Hamid Nuri but touched upon the Iranian
regime itself) Albania was mentioned only as the place where the trial took place.
Meanwhile, IRNA published a separate article with the statement of Iran’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, which held the Swedish government responsible for this development,

without mentioning the Albanian authorities.
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Sweden's move to deprive Hamid Nouri of basic rights
11/07/2022
https://irna.ir/xjJX2Q

On July 22, 2022, IRNA published an article on the cyberattacks against Albania—
the first in a series of articles related to cyber-warfare that IRNA would release over a
one-month period, up to 20 August 2022. The article, titled “Albania targeted by massive
cyberattacks ahead of annual meeting of the terrorist group of Hypocrites (MEK),”
situates the news of the cyberattacks within the context of the forthcoming MEK summit
in Albania: “Albania is hosting the annual meeting of the Hypocrites (MEK) group this
week, while a massive cyberattack on the country’s government agencies has brought

online public services to a standstill in recent days”.
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Thearticle portrays Albania as avulnerable country where the government has been
confronted with “criticism from the opposition” for “jeopardizing the security of citizens’
data”: “The vulnerability of Albania’s government portals has been criticized by
opposition parties, who have pressured the government for jeopardizing the security of
citizens’ data”. It further hints that the possible source of these attacks might be Russia,
linking the cause to Albania’s EU accession process: “Local media accused Moscow of
carrying out the cyberattack, as the European Union began negotiationswith Albania for
membership in the union”. In light of subsequent developments, this seems to be an
“alibi” that pre-emptively deflects attention from possible Iranian involvement.

It is worth noting that on the very same day, 22 July 2022, IRNA aso published
another article titled “Russia expands the list of unfriendly countries”, in which Albania
was listed among Russia’s “unfriendly” states. In this report, it is stated: “According to
IRNA, the United States, Canada, European Union countries, the United Kingdom,
Ukraine, Montenegro, Switzerland, Albania, Andorra, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Monaco,
Norway, San Marino, North Macedonia, Japan, South Korea, Australia, Micronesia, New
Zedland, Singapore and Taiwan are among the countries on the list of unfriendly
countries”.

At the same time, IRNA insisted on situating the event within the context of the
MEK summit, adding a separate subtitle: “Strict security measures in Albania ahead of
the annual meeting of Hypocrites (MEK)”, which begins with the announcement of the
U.S. Embassy for U.S. citizens in Albania: “The U.S. Embassy in Albania issued a
warning message about the country’s citizens traveling to Albania to attend the annual
meeting of the MEK, which will be held on Saturday and Sunday in the suburb of ‘Drag’

(Durrés), 33 km from Tirana”.
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In its concluding paragraph, IRNA frames the settlement of the MEK in Albania
within the “conspiratorial narrative” as a U.S. project, carried out with the approval of
NATO members: “After the expulsion of the Hypocrites (MEK) group from Iraq, the
Hypocrites (MEK) group migrated to Albania on the orders of the U.S. and in
coordination with other NATO members, so that it could continue its espionage and

sabotage activities against the Iranian people from there.”
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Albaniatargeted by massive cyberattacks ahead of annual summit of theterrorist group
of Hypocrites (MEK)
22/07/2022
https://irna.ir/xjK429

On the same date, 22 July 2022, IRNA published another report on the event,
entitled “Massive hack of Albania's online services systems / Hypocrites (MEK) summit
postponed”, which stated: “The postponement of the summit reflects the inability to hold

a ceremony 2,000 kilometers far from Iran’s borders”.
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Massive hack of Albania'sonline services systems Hypocrites (M EK) summit postponed
22/07/2022
https://irna.ir/xj K46x

Five days later, on 27 July 2022, IRNA published an article titled “Sheltering the
Hypocrites (MEK) group is against international law”. This statement came during a
session of the Islamic Consultative Assembly’, on 4 Mordad 1401 A.P. (25 July 2022),

from Mohammad Hassan Asferi, an Iranian MP, who, according to IRNA: “While

7 The Islamic Consultative Assembly, also called the Iranian Parliament, the Iranian Majles or ICA, isthe
unicameral national legidative body of Iran.
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commemorating the proud memory of Operation Mersad®, reminded the Albanian
government: The Hypocrites organization (MEK) is aterrorist group and sheltering and
providing them with facilities is against international law”.

The fact that this statement was delivered in commemoration of an event linked to
the MEK, and by a Member of Parliament—not by representatives of the Iranian
government or its diplomatic corps—shows that the Iranian authorities were seeking to
avoid a direct diplomatic confrontation with Albania during this period, while
nevertheless sending ahint or signal to domestic public opinion in Iran about the possible

emergence of such a confrontation.

et 5945 B Spun

R T T L S T T e

i Jhall s s B (AN Lyt 4 (0 Ly

e ot Ty g e

B oon

Sheltering the Hypaocrites (M EK) group isagainst international law
27/07/2022
https.//irna.ir/x|K672

In the same commemorative context, IRNA published another piece titled

“Operation Mersad inflicted heavy casualties on the Hypocrites (MEK).” According to

IRNA, IRGC General Hossein Ali Yousef Alizadeh stated:

8 Operation Mersad (Persian: 2bw_» <l ‘Operation Ambush’) also called ‘Operation Foroughe Javidan’
(Persian: oluss g 958 e ‘Operation Eternal Light’, MeK's codename) were among the last major
military operations of the Iran—Irag War. In July 1988, 7,000 militants from the Peoples Mojahedin
Organization of Iran (MEK) launched a major military offensive with the goal of capturing key cities such
as Kermanshah. Operation Mersad began on 26 July 1988 and lasted only afew days, whereby the Iranian
Armed Forces defeated MEK forces.
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The hypocrites (MEK) had never, from the time of their emergence until that moment, shown
such great ambition to overthrow the Islamic Republic. Their attempt to realize thismalicious
intention resulted in heavy casualties for them... This enmity persists. the group, now based
in Albania, has established a cyber-war operations room where it produces texts and digital
content to confront the ideals and values of the Isamic Revolution... the roots of the
hypocrites and their formation lie in U.S. sponsorship; these terrorist movements seek to
overthrow the Islamic Republic and bring down its flag, isolating the Imam and the concept
of the Supreme Leader... Unlike the previous government, which pursued dial ogue with the
West and negotiationsthat ultimately yielded no results, the thirteenth ‘people’s government’
is grounded in the discourse of resistance... The government believes in resistance and
steadfastness, and in refusing to tether the nation’s fate to the outcome of negotiations; its
officials are determined and committed to their duty...

This hardline posture by an IRGC genera—explicitly linking the MEK to Iran’s
negotiations with international actors—aligns with the broader orientation of the
thirteenth government of the Islamic Republic under President Ebrahim Raisi, and
implicitly signals skepticism about, if not a foreshadowing of, the failure of renewed

negotiations.
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Operation Mersad inflicted heavy casualties on the hypocrites (MEK)
28/07/2022
https://irna.ir/xjK6wH

In the same context, on 20 August 2022, IRNA published an article titled
“Cyberspace has been brought up so that no one dares to defame the achievements of the
revolution / The enemy has no influence in the IRGC”. In this article, IRNA reported that

at a conference commemorating Journalist Day, during a meeting with journalists in
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Zanjan province, the Deputy for Public Relations and Spokesman for the Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps, Ramadan Sharif, stated:

Today, cyberspace has been created in such away that no one daresto talk about and defame
the achievements of the Islamic Revolution... We are not exposed to any particular attack in
terms of military and defense, because the enemy knowswhat reaction he will faceif hetakes
action, so he has made an effort to set up an organized attack on public opinion and to cause
alack of hopein our people and youth... Messages that reflect a false image of the country
are mainly produced by those who failed in the security and military fields — the same ones
who are sitting in Albania today and are trying to inject despair and hopel essness into our
society by pumping messages with multiple computers.

Such a statement, coming from the very spokesman of the IRGC, isaclear sign that
the Revolutionary Guard was engaged in cyber-warfare whose primary target were the

members of the MEK in Albania.
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Cyber space has been brought up so that no one dar esto defame the achievements of the
revolution/ The enemy hasnoinfluencein the IRG
20/08/2022
https://irnair/xjKjDZ

This sudden return to a “hardline” stance by Iran under the presidency of Ebrahim
Raisi is connected with the fading of hopes for a U.S. return to the JCPOA. Therefore,
this hardlinerhetoric directed at the domestic audiencein Iran can be considered as akind
of preparation of the domestic public opinion in Iran for a new period of confrontation
with the West (in which MEK’s activity, rather than posing a real threat to the Islamic

Republic, seems to be used as a pretext to lend legitimacy to this approach of the new
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Iranian government)—but, on the other hand, also as a preparation of public opinion for
the strengthening of Iran’s alliances with Russia and China.

This approach is clearly expressed in another IRNA article, dated 26 August 2022,
titled “Gulestan's Friday Prayer Imam: Government to take big steps to solve people's
problems”, in which Imam Mahmoud Noorpour (Khamenei’s representative in Gulestan

Province), referring to the MEK in Albania, is quoted as saying:

The enemies and the hypocrites thought that by martyring influential figures of the system
such as Ayatollah Beheshti... the system would fall, but by the grace of God, this revolution
has survived and will continue to survive, and the avenging God has disgraced and destroyed
the murderous hypocrites, so much so that today they have become a handful of isolated old
men and are spending the last days of their wicked lives in Albania... By God’s grace, the
13th government®, despite the severe problems and shortcomings inherited from the previous
government®, has been able to bring great successes to the country in the domestic and
international arenasin this one year, including standing up to the unjust demands of Western
countries, especially the criminal America, by not attaching the country’s affairs to the
JCPOA, and (including) an active diplomacy in the international arena and strategic
interactions with Russia and China and eastern and neighboring countries, containing the
coronavirus, and increasing oil exports.
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Gulestan's Friday Prayer Imam: Gover nment istaking big stepsto solve people's
problems
26/08/2022
https://irna.ir/xiKnwg

Nevertheless, in this Persian-language media coverage by IRNA, that is primarily
addressed to the domestic audiencein Iran, Albaniaand its government arein no instance

subjected to direct media attacks up until the moment of the severance of diplomatic

9 Presidential mandate of Ebrahim Raisi
10 presidential mandate of Hasan Ruhani
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relations. In fact, on 26 August 2022, IRNA published a cultural article titled “‘Rise Up’
in the Student Section of Albania Film Festival,” followed by another similar article titled
“‘Touch Me Not’ to appear at Tirana and Bolton festivals” (29 August 2022), in which

the ‘Tirana International Film Festival’ is described as a highly important artistic event.

The severance of diplomatic relations:

On 7 September 2022, Albania announced the severance of diplomatic relations with the
Islamic Republic of Iran. In its media coverage of this event and its aftermath, IRNA
shifted its tone, employing harsh rhetoric toward Albania and the Albanian state; a
rethoric that primarily reflected the position of the Iranian government. Therolling, hour-
by-hour coverage began with the 15:03 article titled “The Prime Minister of Albania
announced the severance of his country’s relations with Iran”, in which IRNA wrote:
“The Albanian Prime Minister announced today that his country has severed its relations
with Iran, while making baseless accusations against Iran... He claimed that this strong
response is fully proportionate to the severity of the cyber-attack that threatened the
country's systems and infrastructure”.

To downplay the magnitude of the event, IRNA added further: “Earlier, the
Albanian English-language newspaper ‘Tirana Times’ also announced in a tweet that
Albania had severed diplomatic relations with Iran... This newspaper's tweet continued,
making a baseless claim against Iran: Iran is accused of having recently carried out a
cyberattack on Albanian administrative institutions and its embassy in Albania has 24
hours to end its activities... The Tirana Times tweet provided no additional details”. This
framing is used by IRNA to suggest that the news is an unfounded “media fabrication”,

evidently aiming to blunt the immediate impact of the announcement.
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Within the same frame, IRNA appended commentary on the MEK in Albania—a
motif that recurred, in various forms, in nearly all reports over the following two days:
“After the expulsion of the terrorist group of Hypocrites (MEK) from Iraq, on orders from
the United States and in coordination with other NATO members, this group migrated to
Albania so that it could continue its espionage and sabotage activities against the Iranian
people from there... The Hypocrites (MEK) held an annual meeting in Tirana, inviting
anti-Iranian figures, until this year’s meeting was canceled for security reasons.” The aim
is to situate Albania’s decision within a conspiratorial narrative—unsupported by
evidence—according to which the Albanian government’s move was part of a U.S.-led

“plot” coordinated with NATO members.
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The Prime Minister of Albania announced the severance of his country’s relations with
Iran
07/09/2022/15:03
https://irna.ir/xjKvnQ

At 17:25 on the same date, IRNA published an article titled “Unfounded U.S.
accusations against Iran over cyberattack on Albania”, in which it stated: “The White
House on Wednesday made an unfounded accusation that the United States holds Iran

responsible for the July 15 cyberattack and subsequent hacking operations in Albania...
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According to IRNA, citing Reuters, the White House claimed that it holds Tehran
responsible for its actions against its North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) ally”.

In reference to the statement issued by Adrian Watson, spokesperson for the U.S.
National Security Council, IRNA reported:

Adrian Watson, a spokesperson for the U.S. National Security Council, said on Wednesday
that the United States has concluded that Iran is responsible for the attack... He added: “For
weeks, the U.S. government has worked with private sector partners to support Albania’s
effortsto mitigate, recover and investigate the July 15 cyberattack that destroyed government
data and disrupted government services to the public”... He continued by making this
accusation: “We have found that the Iranian government carried out this reckless and
irresponsible cyberattack and is responsible for the hacking and disclosure operations that
followed.

This statement caused a particular concern for IRNA/Iran—it no longer came from
supporters of President Trump, such as Mike Pence, but from the U.S. National Security

Council, that is, from the administration of President Biden in office.
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Unfounded U.S. accusations against Iran over cyberattack on Albania
07/09/2022/17:25
https.//irna.ir/xjKvrb

Meanwhile, at 21:34 (local time), IRNA published an article on the statement of
Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs regarding the event, titled “Ministry of Foreign Affairs
strongly condemns Albania government's anti-lran action...” It is noteworthy that this
statement was not published in full and in direct speech, but only partialy and in indirect

speech —where Albania’s decision to sever diplomatic relationswith Iran is described as
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“based on baseless claims and an ill-considered and shortsighted move in international
relations”.

The article states: “The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, rejecting the baseless claims
made by the Albanian government against the Islamic Republic of Iran, considered the
country’s decision to sever political relations with our country based on such baseless
clamsto be an ill-considered and shortsighted move in international relations”.

Subsequently, the article conveys Iran’s position of denial regarding the

cyberattacks against Albania, but in “ambivalent” language, by saying:

On Wednesday, in response to the anti-lranian action by the Albanian government, The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs referred to the principled positions of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in the field of cyberspace in multilateral and international forumsin order to formulate
rules and regulationsin this area, and emphasized that the Islamic Republic of Iran, as one of
the countries targeted by cyberattacks on its vital infrastructure, rejects and condemns any
use of cyberspace as atool to attack the vital infrastructure of other countries.

Despite the strong stance toward the decision of the Albanian government, the
article emphasis in particular the influence of what it calls “third parties,” thereby reviving

the “conspiratorial narrative™:

The statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, rejecting the unproven claims against the
Islamic Republic of Iran, emphasized that the type of action and role played by third parties
in fabricating and developing these claims against the Islamic Republic of Iran indicates the
influence of countries that support terrorism and create sedition in this regard... The
statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, referring to the organized media and political
movements immediately after the announcement of the Albanian government’s decision,
emphasized that the immediate issuance of the U.S. government’s statement and the Zionist
media’s welcoming of this decision indicate the existence of a pre-designed plan to create a
political atmosphere against the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Ministry of Foreign Affairsstrongly condemns Albania gover nment'santi-Iran action
07/09/2022/21:34
https.//irna.ir/xjKvvk
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At 22:49 (local time), IRNA published an article titled “The Truss government's
first position on Iran was dedicated to Albania’s accusation”, referring to the stance of
the British government under Prime Minister Liz Truss, who had assumed office one day
earlier, on 6 September 2022. IRNA described the British accusations as unfounded,
stating: “The British Foreign Office issued a statement on Wednesday evening, repeating
the baseless accusations against Iran regarding the cyberattack on Albania and claiming
that the country holds Iran responsible for the hacking operation of July 15”.

Even so, IRNA appearsto relay the Foreign Office statement in full, noting that the

UK:

The British Foreign Office states that the country condemns Iran for the cyberattack against
the Albanian government that caused the loss of data and disruption of essential government
services, including paying for municipal services, booking medical appointments and
registering students. ... According to the assessment of the UK’s National Cyber Security
Centre (NCSC), cyber actors linked to Iran are almost certainly responsible for a series of
cyberattacks against Albanian government infrastructure since July 15, which have had a
significant impact on online public services and other government websites.

IRNA also quotes British Foreign Secretary James Cleverly, who “reiterated the
allegations,” stating: “Iran’s reckless actions showed a clear disregard for the Albanian
people and severely limited their ability to access essential public services. The UK stands
by its valued partner and NATO aly. Wejoin Albaniaand other alliesin exposing Iran’s

unacceptable actions.”
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The Truss government's first position on Iran was dedicated to Albania’s accusation
07/09/2022/22:49
https.//irnair/xjKvw3
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8 September 2022 marks IRNA’s most extensive media coverage of Albania during
the entire period under study, with seven separate articles—six of them related to the
cyberattacks and the severance of diplomatic relations.

The first article, published at 04:43, titled “New Anti-Russian Western claims at
Security Council meeting and Moscow's denials”—an article clearly pro-Russian and
anti-Western—mentions Albania severa times as being associated with the West, and

particularly with the United States, in the accusations against Moscow. The article states:

The UN Security Council convened a meeting on Wednesday evening local time at the
request of the United States and Albania on the war in Ukraine. The West, continuing its
policies by making anti-Russian claims, accused Moscow of forcibly transferring Ukrainian
people, which Russia strongly denied... The U.S. ambassador to the UN’s claims were also
echoed by representatives of the UK, France and Albania, but Vassily Nebenzia, the Russian
ambassador and permanent representative to the UN, called the accusations baseless and
rejected them... Nebenzia dismissed allegations of Western “purges and screening,” saying:
“Today’s meeting, held at the request of the United States and Albania, could become a new
turning point in the disinformation campaign against Russia and its Western supporters.

Without delving into this long article’s substantive claims—since it does not
directly concern Albania’s internal affairs—it is worth underscoring that, as the
quotations show, Albaniais framed as marching in step with major Western powers in

accusing Russia.
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The second article of 8 September 2022, published at 05:27 a.m., titled “Kanani:
U.S. and U.K. have no right to accuse Iran”, conveys the reaction of Iran’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs regarding the American and British accusations concerning the
cyberattack against Albania, through the statements of its spokesman, Nasser Kanani,
who, according to IRNA, “rejected and strongly condemned the baseless accusations of
the U.S. National Security Council and the British Foreign Office against the Islamic
Republic of Iran regarding the alleged cyberattack on Albania on Thursday morning”. He

Stated:

The U.S. and U.K., which had previousy remained silent in the face of numerous
cyberattacks against the Islamic Republic of Iran’s infrastructure, even against nuclear
facilities, and even directly or indirectly supported such actions, have no right to make such
accusations against the Iamic Republic of Iran... Thelslamic Republic of Iran, asacountry
that has been repeatedly subjected to cyberattacks, is an important part of responsible
international effortsto confront the threat of cyberattacks.

Kanani’s statements appear to contain a “dual message”: on the one hand, a denial
of Iran’s involvement in these cyberattacks, and on the other, an assertion of Iran’s
“legitimacy” to defend itself against cyberattacks—even through cyber means—while
emphasizing that the U.S. and U.K., which, according to him (as quoted above), “had
previously remained silent in the face of numerous cyberattacks against the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s infrastructure”, have no moral ground to accuse Iran. Thus, what we
see here is “playing a moral card” in response to an event that could carry serious

consequences for Iran, such as the sanctions.
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Kanani: U.S. and U.K. havenhoright to accuse Iran
08/09/2022/05:27
https.//irna.ir/xjKvx3

This article was followed by another, published at 05:34 a.m., titled “White House
supports Albania and unfounded accusations against Iran”. IRNA frames the White
House response as part of “the West’s new scenario against Iran,” opening with: “The
White House spokesperson supported Tirana’s anti-Iranian actions following the West’s
new scenario against Iran and the basel ess accusations of the Albanian government”, and
emphasizing that: “White House spokesperson Karine Jean-Pierre claimed on Wednesday
local time: We support the Albanian government’s efforts to hold Iran accountable for
the cyberattack™.

In thisarticle, IRNA gives particular attention to the possibility of invoking Article
5 of the NATO Charter, stating: “In response to a reporter’s question about Article 5 of
the NATO Charter in this regard, she said that each NATO member must independently
decide how to respond to cyberattacks... The White House official added that there are
procedures to be followed, so that NATO members must decide on regarding Article 5”.
This emphasis reflected Iran’s concern about a possible strong reaction by NATO

member states to the cyberattack against Albania, aNATO member.
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White House supports Albania and unfounded accusations against Iran
08/09/2022/05:34
https.//irna.ir/xjKvxX

On the afternoon of 8 September, at 16:43, IRNA published an article titled
“Foreign Ministry reacts to violations of Iranian diplomats' rights in Albania”, in which
the spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated: “This behavior is contrary to
international law and the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Rights, and the
responsibilities arising from its violation lie with the Albanian government”. According
to IRNA, “Nasser Kanani expressed Iran's concerns in this regard following news
published in some media outlets regarding inappropriate interaction between local
authorities in Tirana and the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran and its members...
Kanani further added: If the information cited by media sourcesis accurate, this behavior
is contrary to international law and the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Rights, and the
responsibilities arising from its violation are of the Tirana government”.

It is important to note here that this statement, which refers to “behavior contrary
to international law and the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Rights”, is based on “news
published in some media outlets”, which are neither specified nor quoted—Ieaving
considerable room for doubt about the veracity of these claims. Meanwhile, the title of

the article (“Foreign Ministry reacts to violations of Iranian diplomats' rights in Albania”)
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givesthe impression of an already established fact. This “semantic ambivalence” appears

frequently in IRNA’s news reporting during this period.
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Foreign Ministry reactsto violations of Iranian diplomats rightsin Albania
08/09/2022/16:43
https.//irna.ir/xjKvL W

In the following article, published at 18:43, titled “NATO's statement on the aleged
recent cyberattack against Albania’, IRNA wrote: “The North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) on Thursday condemned the recent cyberattack on Albania, which
Washington and Tirana claim was carried out by Tehran, in the wake of the West’s
baseless accusations against Iran”.

The article then quotes two paragraphs from NATO’s statement regarding the
event: “We strongly condemn such malicious cyber activities designed to destabilize and
undermine the security of an ally and disrupt the daily lives of citizens... NATO Allies
support Albaniain strengthening its cyber defense capabilities to counter and repel such
malicious cyber activities in the future”.

Although it considers the accusations against Iran for the cyberattacks unfounded,
in this article IRNA does not employ harsh language towards NATO—an indication of

Iran’s concern regarding the forthcoming decisions of the North Atlantic Alliance.
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NATO's statement on the alleged recent cyberattack against Albania
08/09/2022/18:43
https.//irna.ir/xfKvM X

At 19:51 on the same date, IRNA published another article, titled “White House

official talks with Albanian PM about unfounded accusations against Iran”, which stated:

U.S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan spoke with the Albanian Prime Minister about

baseless accusations against the Islamic Republic of Iran and expressed Washington’s
support for its NATO ally... The White House National Security Advisor added: “We
continue to work with Albania on cybersecurity measures”.

While continuing to consider the accusations against Iran for the cyberattacks as
unfounded, it appears that Iran’s primary concern is Albania’s status as a NATO

member— afact highlighted in every IRNA article during this period.
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White House official talkswith Albanian PM about unfounded accusations against Iran
08/09/2022/19:51
https.//irna.ir/xfKvNV
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The last article of 8 September 2022, published at 23:23, titled “U.N. spokesman
reacts to Albania accusations against Iran”, states: “The UN spokesperson, in response to
the basel ess accusations made by the United States and Albania against Iran, announced
that the UN does not have independent information about the cyberattack on Albania”.
By quoting the UN Spokesperson, this article standsin contrast, and appears as an attempt
to downplay the firm stance taken by Western states and NATO in support of Albania.
Further inthisarticle, IRNA attemptsto placethe event in the broader context of ageneral
global phenomenon: “At the same time, he (the UN spokesperson) said about
cyberattacks that, given the increase in cyberattacks in recent years, UN member states
should agree on a specific framework to mitigate the destructive effects of cyberattacks...
The UN spokesperson continued that the harmful impacts of cyber warfare are now
widely visible”.
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U.N. spokesman reacts to Albania’s false accusations against Iran

08/09/2022/23:23
https://irna.ir/xjKvQy

Thefirst article on September 9, 2022—published at 02:51 a.m., titled “Iran's U.N.
envoy criticizes U.S. and British silence over cyberattacks against Tehran”—reports:
“Iran’s U.N. Mission rejected the U.S. and U.K. accusations and asked why Washington

and London remain silent, or even supportive, when Iran itself is the target of
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cyberattacks.” The piece draws primarily on the Mission’s statement, which follows a
strategy of counter-balancing, self-victimization, generalization, self-legitimation, and
moralization. This is evident in several passages, including: “The Islamic Republic of
Iran, as a victim of cyberattacks, condemns any cyberattack on civilian infrastructure in
all its forms” (victimization-generalization); “The United States and Britain—having
remained silent in the face of numerous cyberattacks on the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
infrastructure, including nuclear facilities, and having directly or indirectly supported
such actions—lack the authority or legitimacy to level these accusations against Iran”
(counter-balance-moralization); and “Iran, as a country that has been continuously
subjected to cyberattacks, is an important participant in responsible international efforts

to confront the threat of such attacks” (self-legitimation).
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Iran's U.N. envoy criticizes U.S. and British silence over cyberattacks against Tehran
09/09/2022/03:51
https.//irna.ir/xiKvR7

In the same vein of counter-balancing, victimization, generalization, self-
legitimation, and moralization comesthe article published at 18:50 on the same date, titled
“Iran: Instead of assigning unfounded accusations, NATO should not harbor the
Hypocrites (MEK)”. It states: “The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Brussels

reacted to the anti-lranian statement of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and stated
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that instead of making basel ess accusations against Iran, the organization and its members
should refrain from sheltering the terrorist group of the Hypocrites (MEK) in their
territories”. In an attempt to delegitimize the accusations against Iran, the use of counter-

balancing shiftsinto direct accusations against NATO, by stating:

NATO and its members not only remained silent in the face of cyberattacks against Iran’s
infrastructure and nuclear facilities, but also directly or indirectly helped and supported these
cyber sabotage actions. From this perspective, they are not in a position to make such
accusations against Iran.

Although NATO’s reaction relates specifically to the case of the cyberattacks
against Albania, the article employs a generalizing discourse with terms such as “NATO
and its allies” or “member states”. Nonetheless, the tone used is straight forward and
confrontational, as it becomes obvious in the following passage:

NATO and its allies, who claim to fight international terrorism, have turned a blind eye to
the fact that aterrorist sect has found a safe haven in NATO member states and turned them
into operational headquarters to launch the widest range of destructive attacks imaginable
against Iran... We call on NATO member states to match their words with actions and to
refrain from harboring or supporting terrorist groups on their territories.
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Iran: Instead of assigning unfounded accusations, NATO should not harbor the
Hypocrites (MEK)
09/09/2022/18:50
https.//irna.ir/xjKw2m
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At 19:19, IRNA published an article titled “In continuation of baseless accusations
against Iran, U.S. sanctions Iran's minister of Intelligence and the Intelligence Ministry”,

saying:

The U.S. Treasury Department announced that it has sanctioned the Iranian Minister and
Ministry of Intelligence, in conjunction with baseless accusations against the Islamic
Republic of Iran regarding the cyberattack on Albania... Continuing Washington’s baseless
accusations in recent days about the alleged cyberattack on Albania by Iran, the U.S. agency
claimed: In July 2022, cyber threats assessed to be sponsored by Iran and the Ministry of
Intelligence disrupted the computer systems of the Albanian government, forcing the
government to suspend online government services for its citizens.

Although it employs a rhetoric of denial with expressions such as “baseless
accusations”, IRNA includes in the article full excerpts from the statement of the U.S.

Treasury Department and its senior official, quoting:

Brian Nelson, U.S. Undersecretary of the Treasury for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence,
claimed: Iran’s cyberattack against Albania is a disregard for standards of peacetime behavior
in cyberspace, which include avoiding damageto critical infrastructure for providing services
to the public... We will not tolerate Iran’s malicious activities against the United States or

our allies and partners.

By quoting the strongest statements of the American official, IRNA seemsto openly
employ a narrative of conflict and antagonism with the United States, aimed at
legitimizing Iran’s position in the eyes of the domestic public. This becomes evident in
the commentary that follows: “The Biden administration’s sanctions follow baseless
accusations, while the U.S. imposed sanctions yesterday based on basel ess accusations of
sending Iranian drones to benefit Russiain the Ukraine war and also out of fear from the
development of Iran’s drone industry”. This commentary links the event to the conflict in
Ukraine, thereby seeking to placeit in the broader context of an East—\West confrontation.
Mentioning the U.S. sanctionsimposed on Iran by the Biden administration, after aperiod
of relative calm, isaclear indication that hopesfor aU.S. return to the nuclear agreement

have faded, and that the rhetoric of conflict has re-emerged.
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In continuation of baseless accusations against Iran
U.S. sanctionsiran's Minister of Intelligence and the Intelligence Ministry
09/09/2022/19:19
https.//irna.ir/xjKw3v

On 10 September 2022, IRNA opened its Albania-related coverage with a 05:00
a.m. article titled “Iran Strongly Protests to Albania for Attacking Our Embassy in
Tirana.” It reported:

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations, in a letter to
Albania’s Permanent Mission, condemned the Albanian government’s violent actions against
the diplomatic and consular premises of the Islamic Republic of Iran... The note of protest
stated that the Islamic Republic of Iran strongly condemns all acts of violence against its
diplomatic and consular premisesin Tirana on 8 September 2022 by Albanian police forces,
including the entry into Iranian diplomatic premises without authorization from the
competent Iranian authorities, adding that The Islamic Republic of Iran reservesits right to
use other means to peacefully resolve disputes regarding violations committed against our
diplomatic and consular premisesin Tirana

As in IRNA’s previous article on September 8 (“Foreign Ministry reacts to
violations of Iranian diplomats’ rights in Albania”), this article provides no details about
the incident or its underlying causes. It is clear, however, that the protest note — “a copy
of which was also sent to UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres”— was part of Iran’s
broader effort to delegitimize the Albanian government’s decision to sever diplomatic

relations and to damage its international image, particularly within the United Nations.
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Iran strongly protests Albania for attacking our embassy in Tirana
10/09/2022/ 05.00 a.m.
https.//irna.ir/xjKw5W

In the same vein came the 5:21 a.m. article titled “Letter to the UN Secretary-
General regarding Albania's fabricated claims — Iran warns against any provocative and
unjustified anti-Iranian actions under the guise of baseless claims”, where, according to
IRNA: “In a letter to Antonio Guterres, Iran's ambassador and permanent representative
to the United Nations warned against any provocative and unjustified actions carried out
under the guise of baseless claims, stating that Iran, as one of the targets of cyber-attacks,
considers Albania's claims to be fabricated and unfounded”.

In his message, Iran’s UN ambassador returned to the rhetoric of “victimization”,

presenting Iran as avictim of Isragli cyber-attacks, backed by the United States, stating:

The Islamic Republic of Iran haslong been the main target and victim of cyber-infrastructure
attacks that have disrupted the provision of public and government services. The Stuxnet and
DoCoMo attacks on Iran’s peaceful nuclear facilities, as well as recent attacks on industrial
infrastructure such as the steel and petrochemical industries, are examples of these cyber-
attacks. The Zionist regime has also repeatedly admitted its involvement in these criminal
attacks, which have received unwavering support from the United States.

This rhetoric of victimization aimed, in fact, to provide legitimacy to what he

termed Iran’s “inherent right to respond”. The article states:

While warning against any provocative and unjustified action carried out under the cover of
baseless claims, the Idamic Republic of Iran reserves its inherent right to respond, in
accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations, to any threat, attack,
or illegal action that targets its interests, vital and civilian infrastructure, as appropriate and
whenever it deems necessary.

353


https://irna.ir/xjKw5W

In the same context, he casts “shadows of doubt” by suggesting that the cyber-attack
against Albania might have been orchestrated by members of the MEK in order to
attribute it to Iran, thus placing the event within a “conspiratorial narrative”. As stated in
the article:

In thisletter, the Iranian ambassador to the UN referred to the possibility of cyber operations,
attacks, and sabotage activities designed by the terrorist group of the Hypocrites (MEK) with
the aim of attributing these sabotage actions to Iran, and said that this terrorist organization,
supported by the Israeli regime, is capable of planning and carrying out cyber attacks on the
infrastructure of other countries from within the territory of Albania, and so far this terrorist
group has carried out several cyber terrorist attacks against Iranian infrastructure with the
help and support of some countries.

This “conspiracy narrative” was used as an indirect way of accusing Albaniaat the
United Nations of allowing its territory to be used as a launching point for cyber-attacks
against Iran, thereby granting Iran “its inherent right to respond as appropriate and

whenever it deems necessary”.
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In aletter to the UN Secretary-General regarding Albania’s fabricated allegations, Iran
war ned against any provocative and unjustified anti-lranian actions carried out under the
pretext of baseless claims
10/09/2022/05:21
https.//irna.ir/xjKw5T

Five minutes later, at 05:26 a.m., IRNA published another article, “lran strongly
condemned the United States for repeatedly sanctioning its Ministry of Intelligence.” It

reported that the spokesperson for Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs “condemned the
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U.S. Treasury’s repeated sanctions against Iran’s Intelligence Ministry and its minister.”
In his statement, he “framed” the measures as part of a U.S. government “scenario” in
which “Tirana has fallen victim,” while depicting the MEK as “tools of the United

States.” As he put it:

The immediate U.S. declaration of support for the Albanian government’s false accusation
against the Islamic Republic of Iran, followed by Washington’s rapid imposition of repeated
sanctions on Iran’s Intelligence Ministry and its minister—based on the same false and
unproven claim—clearly shows that the designer of this scenario is not the Albanian
government but the U.S. government, and Tirana has fallen victim to a scenario crafted by
Washington against the Islamic Republic of Iran... For years, the United States has imposed
upon the Albanian government and people the hosting of a terrorist cult which, with
comprehensive U.S. backing, has been trained and equipped in cyberspace. This criminal
organization continues to serve as a U.S. instrument for terrorist acts, cyberattacks, and
psychologica warfare against the Iranian state and people.

Notably, in contrast to earlier statements, Albania is depicted here as “the victim of

a scenario” in which “the United States has imposed hosting a terrorist cult on the

2

Albanian government and people ...”— suggesting Tehran’s effort to avoid further

escalation with Tirana. At the same time, however, IRNA cites another statement that

appearsto serve as awarning to Albania:

Kanani emphasized that Albania’s hosting of a terrorist cult and the U.S. support and
instrumentalization of a group whose hands are stained with the blood of more than 17,000
Iranian officials and citizens, constitute a clear case of organized backing for terrorism
againgt Iran. The Islamic Republic of Iran will use al its capacities within the framework of
international law to protect the rights of the Iranian people and defend itself against these
sinister conspiracies.

This juxtaposition exemplifies a recurring duality in IRNA’s coverage, expressed
through a “conspiratorial narrative”: on the one hand, delegitimizing sanctions in the eyes
of the domestic audience; on the other, preparing that same audience for their continued—

and, in Tehran’s view, inevitable—imposition.
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Iran strongly condemned the United Statesfor repeatedly sanctioning its Ministry of
Intelligence
10/09/2022/05:26
https://irna.ir/xjKw63

The article titled “The Albanian government again claims cyber-attack by Iranian
sources”, published on September 10, 2022, at 19:33, states: “Albania’s Interior Ministry
claimed on Saturday that one of its border systems was attacked by the same Iranian
source that recently led to the severance of political relations between the two countries”.
Inthisarticle, IRNA subsequently provides aretrospective overview of the developments
during the three days following the severance of diplomatic relations, placing greater
emphasis on the reactions of NATO and the United States rather than those of Albania.
Notably, it does not employ harsh or threatening language in relation to the latest
statements of Albania’s Interior Ministry. This does not appear to be unintentional, but
rather a message that reinforces “the idea of Albania as a victim of an external Western

conspiracy”.
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Albania accuses Iran again; The Albanian government again claims cyber -attack by
Iranian sources
10/09/2022/19:33
https.//irna.ir/xjKwtn

The last article of September 10, 2022, titled “Marandi: Iran seeks deal to defend
its rights”, was published at 23:28. In this article, Mohammad Marandi, an Iranian expert
and political affairs analyst, in an interview with Al-Mayadeen Network, discusses the
position of the European Troika (the United Kingdom, Germany, and France) regarding
the JCPOA agreement. According to him: “The Islamic Republic of Iran has not violated
the nuclear deal or withdrawn from it, and the three European countries are following the

policies of the White House”. According to IRNA:

The three European countries — the UK, France, and Germany — issued a joint statement
claiming that Iran had failed to take advantage of a crucial diplomatic opportunity. They
accused Iran, without evidence, of expanding its nuclear program beyond any acceptable
civilian justification... At the end of this statement, the European Troika, while blaming Iran
for the lack of progress in the Vienna negotiations and, without mentioning the Biden
administration’s failure to make an appropriate decision, claimed: “Given Iran’s failure to
finalize the deal on the table, we are consulting with our international partners on the best
ways to address Iran’s continued escalation and lack of cooperation with the TAEA
(International Atomic Energy Agency) regarding its safeguards obligations under the NPT
(Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty).”

This marks a clear shift in the stance of the European Troika and the United States

regarding Iran’s seriousness toward the JCPOA agreement.
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Meanwhile, a specific question in the interview referred to “Severing Iran—Albania
Relations”, to which the Iranian expert replied: “There is a terrorist group in Albania that
is supported by the United States and they are the ones who have attacked Iran”. It is
noteworthy that the issue of the MEK in Albaniais contextualized herein the frame of an
interview that essentially concerns the fate of the JCPOA—a case of “media-framing”
that appears designed to provide a counterbalance to the European Troika’s position on

the nuclear dedl.
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Marandi: Iran seeks deal to defend itsrights
10/09/2022/23:28
https.//irna.ir/xjKwxk

From this point onward, IRNA’s coverage begins to prioritize the imposition of
sanctions on Iran and the fate of the JCPOA, increasingly situating news related to
Albaniawithin that frame. Thus, on September 11, 2022, IRNA published an articletitled
“Second Deputy Chairman of the National Security Commission of the Parliament: New
sanctions against Iran confirm U.S. lack of understanding of the logic of negotiations,”
reporting that the Commission’s deputy chair, Abbas Moqtadaei, stated: “America never

opened a new chapter for improvement in the negotiations process and even confirmed
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itslack of deep understanding of the international scene with new sanctions against some
of the country’s officials.”

This rhetoric of mistrust toward U.S. policy—cast in a quasi-philosophical and
religious register—has been characteristic of Iranian foreign policy over the past four
decades. What rendersthisarticle analytically salient for our study isthe explicit insertion

of developments involving Albaniainto that narrative. As Moqgtadaei asserted:

The immediate U.S. announcement of support for the Albanian government’s false
accusation against the Islamic Republic of Iran and the subsequent rapid action by
Washington in reiterating and repeatedly sanctioning the Ministry and Minister of
Intelligence of the Islamic Republic of Iran by resorting to the same false and unproven
accusation, clearly shows that the designer of this scenario is not the Albanian government,
but the U.S. government, and Tirana has falen victim to the scenario designed by
Washington against the Islamic Republic of Iran.

This statement is quasi-identical to the earlier statement by analyst Marandi in the
preceding article—demonstrating that it is not merely an individual opinion, but rather an
official stance aligned with the broader stance of Iranian foreign policy. This constitutes
clear evidencethat Iranian foreign policy toward Albaniais closely related and dependent

on Albania’s relations with the Western Countries, especialy the U.S.

— i ) e

Second Deputy Chairman of the National Security Commission of the Parliament:
New sanctionsagainst Iran confirm U.S. lack of under standing of the logic of negotiations
11/09/2022
https.//irna.ir/xjKwjv
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On 12 September 2022, IRNA published three articlesrelated to Albania. Thefirst,

released at 1:46 a.m., titled “U.S. supports Albania’s re-accusation against Iran,” stated:

Following Albania’s renewed accusations against Iran, and the conspiracies of the
‘Hypocrite’ terrorist group (MEK) to sever relations between the Albanian government and
Iran, the U.S. State Department has once expressed its support for this baseless
accusation...According to IRNA, Ned Price, the U.S. State Department spokesperson,
claimed on Sunday (local time) that: “the September 9 cyberattack followed the July 15
cyberattack against Albania, and we strongly condemn it”... He added, “We will continue to
work with Albania and other partners to strengthen their cyber defenses and hold the
perpetrators of these attacks accountable.”

The article then offers a retrospective overview of developments since the

announcement of the severance of diplomatic relations.
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U.S. supports Albania'sre-accusation against Iran
12/09/2022/01:46
https.//irna.ir/xjKwY w

In the second article of the same date, published at 10:25 a.m., titled “The European
Troika's statement was an incorrect and ill-considered position/America is obliged to
issue a visa for the President” — which reports a press conference by the spokesperson of
the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Nasser Kanaani, where the main topic was the
European Troika’s position on Iran and the fate of the JCPOA — Albaniais mentioned in
aparticular context— the Iran’s relations with Saudi Arabia.

Itisworth noting that at this moment, amid the escalation of tensions with the West,

Iran was seeking to ease conflicts with its Arab neighborsin the region, particularly with
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Saudi Arabia, which, like Albania, had severed diplomatic relations with Iran in 2016,
following the attacks against the Saudi Embassy in Tehran and the Saudi Consulate in
Mashhad by “uncontrolled crowds”.

In this context, according to IRNA: “In response to a reporter's question about Saudi
Arabias recent approach and support for the Albanian government's action to sever
relations with Iran, Kanani stated: The countries of the region need to adopt measures to
strengthen peace and tranquility in the region, and this issue requires stability and a basis
for economic development”.

It’s noteworthy that, as outlined in the chapter on Al-Arabiya, Saudi Arabia
expressed strong support for Albania at the time of the cyber-attacks and the severance

of diplomatic relations with Iran.
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The European Troika's statement was an incorrect and ill-considered position / Americais
obliged toissue avisafor the President
12/09/2022/10:25
https.//irna.ir/xjKx4B

The article published at 17:44 on the same date, titled “Letter from the families of

the martyrs of the terror in the country: The MEK's acceptance is not hospitality but the
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Albanian Government's deception”, is the most negative and harshly worded article
concerning Albania

In this article are mentioned the names of the highest-ranking personalities of the
Albanian government and state over a ten-year period, starting from 2012 when the
agreement for the resettlement of MEK members in Albania was reached. These
personalities are labeled in the article as supporters of the MEK and, according to IRNA,
by doing so they have “endangered the interests of the Albanian people”. The article

states.

... The families of the martyrs of the terror in our country, reacting to the Albanian
government’s support for the Hypocrites (MEK) terrorist group, in an open letter to the
people of Albania — pointing out that nearly 10 years have passed since the secret deal
between the U.S. government and the Albanian government to accept members of the
Hypocrites’ (MEK”) terrorist group — wrote: “Just when, asaresult of the efforts of the Iragi
government and people, the pressures to expel the Hypocrites (MEK) from this country had
increased, and no country, not even the United States, was willing to accept members of this
notorious group on its soil, it was the Albanian authorities who, finally, under Washington’s
pressure and receiving only $20 million dollars, became the only country in the world that
was willing to accept this risk and, aware of the problemsit would cause for the security and
people of Albania, accepted more than 2,000 members of aterrorist paramilitarie group on

its soil.

It is clear that the aim of publishing a letter “from the families of the victims of the
so-called terrorist activities of the MEK?™, is to legitimize Iran’s harsh stance toward the
MEK—not as an opposition organization to the regime in Iran, but as “a terrorist
organization”, for whose actions the families of the “victims of this terrorism” were
seeking justice. This narrative is framed as a “popular demand” within Iran, in the form
of a letter “addressed to the Albanian people” (W a2« 42 al), Such a strategy appears
intended to sidestep direct government statements, thereby avoiding an overtly
intergovernmental confrontational, while in fact clearly reflecting the stances of the
Iranian regime itself, which have been articulated in different forms across various IRNA

articles.
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This becomes even more evident in the continuation of the article, where a

“contrast/duality” is drawn between “the commitment that Albania had made to Iranian

2

authorities...” and “the Albanian government knowingly paving the way for further

activities of the MEK and the planning of actions by its terrorist cells inside Iranian soil”.

The article states:

Contrary to the commitment that Albania had made to Iranian authorities during the visit of
its Foreign Minister to Tehran in early January 2016, unfortunately, from the very beginning
of this terrorist group’s entry into Albanian soil, its anti-lranian actions began, and Albania
became a center for the interference of thisterrorist group and countries hostile to Iran, and
the Albanian government knowingly paved the way for further activities of the MEK and the
planning of actions by itsterrorist cellsinside Iranian soil, known as insurgent centers.

From the use of the term “the Albanian government” (Wl <l s2), the letter then
shifts to the term “the Albanian authorities” or “the Albanian officials” (2l Clilis),
thereby encompassing all central institutions of the Albanian executive and legislature,
asfollows:

Albanian officias, from members of parliament to party leaders and even the president, in
violation of their commitments, in a clear interference in Iran’s internal affairs and support
for a notorious terrorist group, are continuously meeting with the leader of this group inside
Durrés camp. This volume of communications, in addition to increasing speculation about
the payments and financial assistance of the MEK to these individuals, shows that Tiranahas
clearly defined itself in the line of the enemies of the people of our country, without a clear
understanding of Iran’s ability to respond.

This is not a random choice; by framing all high institutions of Albania’s executive
and legidative during 2012-2022, theintended conclusionisthat, (asstated inthe article):
“Tirana has clearly defined itself in the line of the enemies of the people of our country,
without a clear understanding of Iran’s ability to respond”. Such a statement could be
perceived as a form of pressure, seeking to legitimize Iran’s “right” to sponsor activities
against “the enemies of the people of our country”.

To reinforce the narrative of “the enemies of the people of our country”, IRNA

quotes another part of “the letter of the families of the victims of the MEK”, which,
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summarizing the key developments related to MEK and Albania-lran diplomatic
relations between 2016 and 2022, lists by name Albania’s top state and political figures:

The presence of Albanian parliamentarians and politicians at the Hypocrites’ (MEKSs)
gathering in Parisin July 2016; the visit of former U.S. Congresswoman Linda Chavez to the
Hypocrites’ (MEKs) camp in Tirana in February 2017; the meeting of U.S. Senator John
McCain with the group’s leader in Tirana in April 2017; the visit of three Republican U.S.
senatorsto thecampin Tiranain August 2017; thevisit of the Deputy Speaker of the Albanian
Parliament and several MPs to the camp in December 2018; the participation of former
Albanian Prime Minister Pandeli Majko and Republican Party leader Fatmir Mediu in the
Hypocrites’ (MEKSs) gathering in Paris in July 2018; the expulsion of the [ranian ambassador
in December 2018; the visit of several Albanian parliament members to the Hypocrites’
(MEKSs) camp in February 2019; the presence of a senior Albanian minister and the deputy
leader of the Democratic Party at the camp in March 2019; the visit of President Ilir Meta
and his national security adviser to the camp in September 2019; the anti-Iranian and pro-
Hypocrites’ (MEKs) speech of Prime Minister Edi Rama at the UN General Assembly in
September 2019; the support of former Prime Minister Sali Berishafor the U.S. assassination
of General Qassem Soleimani in January 2020; the expulsion of two Iranian diplomats from
Tiranain January 2020; the renewed expression of support for the Hypocrites (MEK) by Edi
Rama in the same month; the visit of former U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to the
Hypocrites’ (MEKs) camp in Tiranaand his anti-lranian statementsin May 2020; the visit of
former U.S. Vice President Mike Pence to the Hypocrites’ (MEKs) camp in June 2020—and
numerous other instances—all demonstrate why the Iranian people rightly believe that the
Albanian government has deliberately chosen apath of hostility and collaboration in planning
and conducting acts of sabotage against our country.

This pressure/threat becomes even more explicit in the following statement

concerning the severance of diplomatic relations:

The families of the victims of terror in Iran, regarding the Albanian government’s
announcement to sever political relationswith Iran —which they consider to be a continuation
of the process of influencing and exerting pressure on the Albanian government by some
countries, aswell asthe terrorist group of the Hypocrites (MEK) — believe that the Albanian
political authorities, without considering the long-term interests of their citizens, are hastily
turning Albania into a security crisis center for Europe, the Balkans, and Iran...

The message of pressure/threat is then directly addressed to Albanian citizens
themselves. “As part of the community of terror victims in the world, our expectation
from you, the citizens of Albania, is to be aware of the threats and consequences of the
presence of terroristsin your country. No country in the world should become a dumping
ground for terrorists...”

This open preassure on the citizens of the Republic of Albania—who were thefirst
to be affected by the cyberattacks through the blocking of online services—appears

designed to foster dissatisfaction among the population with the Albanian state and
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government, but in fact contains an “implied threat” intended to create panic among these
citizens. It is worth mentioning here that a similar wave of “pressure messages” continued
for several months across social networks such as Telegram, through the publication of
hacked materials—even though the Iranian authorities never claimed responsibility for
these messages, nor for the cyberattacks, nonetheless, the tone and content of these
messages strongly resembl e those conveyed in this article.

Finally, it isworth mentioning that, in the graphic image of thisarticle, aworld map
isshown, with Iran highlighted in red, while over the M editerranean region where Albania
is located a red target circle is superimposed, bearing the inscription: “Iran, victim of
terrorism” (a8 SR8 (ol ).

| would like to point out that this article is the climax of IRNA’s media reaction to
the event. In the following days, the intensity of news coverage related to this issue

decreases, as does the harshness of the statements.
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Letter from the families of the martyrsof theterror in the country: The Hypocrites’
(MK OQ'sacceptanceis not hospitality but the Albanian Gover nment's deception
12/09/2022/17:44
https.//irna.ir/xjKxhW

On September 13, 2022, IRNA published two other articleswith regard to the event.
In the article released at 18:31, titled “Blinken talks with Albania's PM and supports anti-

Iranian accusations”, IRNA states: “US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken spoke with
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Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama and supported the baseless anti-Iranian accusations
and claims”, adding that “The US Secretary of State said: We will not tolerate cyber-
attacks that target the United States or our NATO allies”, The article is almost

“telegraphic” in nature and does not contain aggressive or derogatory language.
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Blinken talkswith Albania's PM and supports anti-Iranian accusations
13/09/2022/18:31
https.//irna.ir/xjKxLJ

In the 18:41 on the same date, in an aricle titled “National Cyberspace Center in
response to baseless accusations of cyber-attacks on Albania: Iran's cyberattack on

Albania is unfounded”, a counterbalancing and defensive posture is evident. According
to IRNA:

ThisCenter, in response to the basel ess and fal se accusations that have been circulated, issued
a statement declaring: Despite being confronted with intense political and media agitation
following the raising of these groundliess allegations, we are nevertheless witnessing the
deadly silence of those claimants regarding the incidents and destructive cyberattacks against
the critical infrastructure of independent states. Hereby, the double standards regarding
cyberattacks against the critical infrastructure of states are condemned, and it is expected that
other countries, through appropriate responses, denounce such destructive actions. It is
indeed surprising that this political and media onslaught has been carried out by states which
themselves have harbored cybercriminals and terrorist groups, who have openly and proudly
declared and assumed their role and responsibility in destructive cyber activities against the
Iranian nation...

This stance is nothing but an ‘echo’ of the official position of the Iranian authorities

regarding the event.
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National Cyberspace Center in response to baseless accusations of cyber -attacks on
Albania: Iran's cyberattack on Albaniais unfounded
13/09/2022
https.//irna.ir/xjKxLL

On September 14, 2022, IRNA published three articles that mentioned Albania,
though with adifferent emphasis. Thefirst, released at 06:24, titled “U.S. claim regarding
Russia’s interference in other countries’ elections,” reported: “The declassified
information did not specify particular countries; however, a government source familiar
with the findings claimed that Russia spent approximately $500,000 to support Albania’s

center-right Democratic Party in the 2017 elections.”
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U.S. claim regarding Russia’s interference in other countries’ elections
14/09/2022
https.//irna.ir/xjKxQn
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Later, on the same date, IRNA published another article, titled “Continuing
Washington’s dual policy of sanctions and diplomacy, the U.S. sanctions 10 Iranian
individuals and two institutions over alleged cyberattacks”, where this development is

linked to eventsin Albania, noting:

The U.S. Department of the Treasury previously announced sanctions against Iran’s Minister
and Ministry of Intelligence, along with basel ess accusations against the | slamic Republic of
Iran in connection with the cyberattack on Albania... All theindividualsand entitiesincluded
in the new sanctions are affiliated with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).

Within the article’s broader context, the JCPOA is also invoked, saying:

The Biden administration speaks of a diplomatic approach and areturn to the JCPOA, yet it
has taken no effective practical steps to rejoin the 2015 agreement. Instead, it continues to
pursue the failed ‘maximum pressure’ policies against Tehran, echoing baseless accusations
by opponents of the Islamic Republic of Iran and imposing sanctions on various pretextsin
order to force its demands on Iran— describing them as a diplomatic approach combined
with pressure.
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In continuation of Washington's dual policies of sanctions and diplomacy
U.S. sanctions 10 Iranian individuals and two institutions for alleged cyberattacks
14/09/2022/19:29
https.//irna.ir/xjKydF

In this same vein, one hour later, at 20:38 local time, IRNA published and article
titled ““U.S. accuses three Iranians of carrying out malicious computer activities,” in which
Albania is mentioned only within the contextual summary of events that preceded the

imposition of these sanctions.
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U.S. accusesthree Iranians of carrying out malicious computer activities
14/09/2022/20:38
https.//irna.ir/xjKyfw

This sudden decline in the intensity of coverage of the severance of diplomatic
relationsisfollowed by afour-day period of silence, between September 15 to September
18, 2022. Thereafter, Albaniais mentioned only within the framework of articles related
to the MEK, or in connection with developments in the international arena.

Thus, on September 18, 2022, IRNA published an article titled “The International
Labor Organization (ILO) investigates forced marriage in the Hypocrites (MEK) group”.
According to IRNA, in a letter addressed to the Director Genera of the International
Labor Organization and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the

“Association for the Protection of Terrorism Victims” (of Iran) stated:

... We also share with you the suffering of thousands of people affected by davery, forced
labor, and forced marriage in the organization of the hypocritesterrorist group (MEK), which
began in 1985 in Iraq with the support of former Iragi dictator Saddam Hussein and continues
to this day in the country of Albania as an organized crime, constituting a fundamental
violation of human rights. The phenomenon of forced divorce should also be added to these
violations...

The article concludes: “A copy of this letter has been sent to the Ministries of
Justice, Foreign Affairs, and Prosecutors of Iran and Albania, as well as to other
authorities concerned with the issue in the international arena, in order to follow up and

help resolve the matter”. This article is another example of conveying “governmental

369


https://irna.ir/xjKyfw

positions” through the letters of so-called “civil society organizations” addressed to
international institutions, as away of avoiding direct debate at the intergovernmental or

interstate level.
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ThelInternational Labor Organization (I1LO) investigates
forced marriagein the hypocrites’ group (M EK)
18/09/2022
https.//irna.ir/xjKzct

In the same vein, the article of 20 September 2022, titled “Terror Martyrs’ Families
Appeal to Ayatollah Raisi: The President Should Carry the Voices of Terror Victims to

the International Community,” states:

The families of the martyrs of terror—emphasizing the need to pursue the extradition and
prosecution of the leaders of the terrorist group of the Hypocrites (MEK) for the killing of
thousands of citizens and for treason during the imposed war against the Iranian nation—
called on the President to convey the voices of terror victimsto the international community
during his presence at the United Nations... The US and the West removed the Hypocrites
(MEK) from their terrorist lists so that, after awhile, the ground could be prepared for their
transfer from Iraq to third countries. After being expelled from Irag and settling in Albania,
the Hypocrites (MEK), with the support of the United States and the Zionist regime,
continued to plot against our country; the official and open establishment of armed terrorist
cells—‘rebel centers’—is part of the new crimes of the Hypocrites (MEK).

It should be noted that this article is linked to the visit of Iran’s President, Ebrahim
Raisi, to New York, where he addressed the General Debate of the 77th Session of the

United Nations General Assembly (New Y ork, 20-26 September 2022).
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Terror martyrs’ families appeal to Ayatollah Raisi: The President to bring the voices of
terror victimsto the ears of the international community
20/09/2022
https.//irna.ir/xiKBgp

Meanwhile, Iran was swept by a wave of large protests following the death of
Mahsa Amini, attributed to violence by Guidance Patrol officers—an alegation denied
by the Iranian authorities. A series of IRNA articles portrayed this wave of protests as
externally instigated, including MEK. An exampleisthe article dated 29 September 2022,
titled “Tehran Governor: We Will Distinguish the Misled and Unwitting from the

Rioters,” in which Tehran’s Governor, Mohsen Mansouri, stated:

In the recent events, we are facing a ‘war of factions’ in the media sphere. At times, the
enemy published up to 100 posts on hostile networks in a single night, and those who have
worked in the media know what logistics such a volume of posts requires... Many of the
tweets undermining the country’s security were designed and produced in Saudi Arabia and
Albania, and many rioters admitted that they were paid to foment disorder, and we will
certainly deal with them.
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Tehran Governor: Wewill separ ate the accounts of the deceived and unsuspecting people
from therioters
29/09/2022
https.//irna.ir/xjKFf5

In the same vein, on September 30, 2022, in the article “Important Statement by the
Ministry of Intelligence on recent incidents in the country”, IRNA wrote that .. .the main
part of the mission, attention and strength (of the Ministry of Intelligence) were focused
on monitoring and tracking the main organizers and instigators behind the scenes, ranging
from foreign countries to the terrorists residing in Albania and other hostile groups and
sects nurtured by colonialism and their domestic loyalists”.

In an article of October 1, 2022, titled “Behind the scenes of the recent turmoil
according to statistics”, with the special subtitle “There is always a hypocrite involved”,
it was writen: “The terrorist group of the Hypocrites (MEK), which has recorded the
killing of more than 17,000 citizens of our country in blind assassinations, especialy in
the early years of the victory of the Islamic Revolution, was one of the front-runnersin
recent days who not only tried to carry out psychological operations to hashtag using its
loyal forcesin Albania, but also tried to organize riotersinside the country using deceived

elements and its infantry”.
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Behind the scenes of the recent turmoil according to statistics
01/10/2022
https.//irna.ir/xijKEFMT

It is worth noting that in these reports, athough the MEK is mentioned as being
involved in the unrest in Iran, IRNA makes no reference whatsoever to the Albanian
authorities — apparently, Iran sought to de-escalate the tension that followed the
cyberattacks and the severance of diplomatic relations, avoiding a direct confrontation
with NATO. For afive-day period, IRNA did not publish any articles about Albania.

On October 5, 2022, IRNA published the article “Albania does not invoke
Paragraph 5 of NATO Charter against Iran”, which stated:

The Albanian government has decided to refrain from activating Article 5 of the military organization’s
charter against Iran following an alleged cyber-attack by Iranian hackers on the infrastructure of this
European NATO member country... Rama (the Albania PM) said that his country considered a request to
activate Article 5 of the NATO Charter following the cyber-attacks of July this year (2022), which could
have drawn al member states into a confrontation with Iran... He added that Albania ultimately decided
not to take the step, rather than risk escalating the crisis and alienating its powerful allies...

Further in this article, IRNA mentioned the fact that “Article 5 has only been
invoked once, a few days after the September 11 attacks on the United States”, and that
“NATO’s charter requires member states to come to the aid of a (member) country that

invokes the article, athough each country can determine the extent of its response.”
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Albania does not invoke Paragraph 5 of NATO Charter against Iran
06/10/2022
https.//irna.ir/xfKHM8

The publication of this article shows a certain “relief” of Iran, as it seemed that
Iran’s greatest concern following the events of September 2022 was the reaction of
Albania’s Euro-Atlantic allies, particularly the possible activation of Article 5 of NATO.
After this article, IRNA’s coverage of Albania became highly periphera—that is, Albania
was no longer part of IRNA’s headlines.

Nevertheless, on October 8, 2022, in the article “What do they want from Iranian
embassies?”, on the wave of protests in front of [ranian embassies in several European
countries, reference was also made to the expulsion of Iran’s diplomatic corps from
Albania in September 2022, stating: “On September 7th of this year, the Albanian
government expelled the staff of the Iranian embassy in Tirana, the country’s capital, and
gave them 24 hours to leave the country. The Albanian government’s excuse is the
accusation of a cyber-attack on the country’s digital infrastructure...”

Nonetheless, this was not a dedicated article, and Albania’s case was only one

among several mentioned in a broader context.
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What do they want from Iranian embassies?
12/10/2022
https.//irna.ir/xjKJSK

In the same vein comes the article of October 19, 2022, “Iran condemns all violence

against diplomatic and consular missions in Europe”, where, according to IRNA:

Iran’s ambassador and deputy mission to the UN condemned any violence against the
diplomatic and consular missions of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Europe during the recent
incidents. .. Following the recent incidentsin Iran, anumber of diplomatic and consular sites
and diplomats of the Islamic Republic of Iran in some European countries, including
Denmark, Norway, Belgium, England, Germany, Bulgaria, the Netherlands, Italy, and
Sweden, were violently attacked... He added: “We also express our strong protest against
the unauthorized and forcible entry into the Iranian diplomatic and consular building in
Tiranaon September 8, 2022, by the Albanian police forces after the unilateral severance of
bilateral relations by the government of this country.

Nevertheless, this was not a dedicated article: Albaniawas mentioned here only as
one of eleven European states cited in this broader context.
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Iran condemns any acts of violence againgt its diplomatic and consular missionsin Europe
19/10/2022
https://irna.ir/xijKMY 5
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Due to the significant decline in the frequency of news coverage concerning
Albaniaafter thisperiod, thisisthe last article analyzed in this study regarding the Iranian

state media, IRNA.

In conclusion: For over a decade, IRNA’s Albania dossier is event-indexed and
tightly coupled to the state of play between Tehran and the West. When diplomacy looks
promising, Albaniarecedes or appears asacultura partner; when confrontation escalates,
Albaniaisre-cast as a Western proxy and a platform for “terrorist” and cyber operations.
Three frames structure the narrative on Albania—cultural diplomacy, geopolitical
alignment (JCPOA included), and the MEK—uwith the third gradually subsuming the
others and supplying the vocabulary for delegitimization.

The chronology unfolds in four arcs. From 2012 to 2014, Albania figures as a
soft-power venue: cultural festivals, religious commemorations and polite diplomatic
notes dominate, and even the first reports of MEK relocation are informational . After the
JCPOA signing (July 2015), coverage about Albania intensifies and diversifies—IRNA
highlights media MOUSs, academic exchanges, Shi’ite ties and aspirational trade talk—
yet concrete economic outcomes remain thin and “cooperation against extremism”
operates as euphemism for the MEK. After the U.S. withdraw from the JCPOA, the
emergence of the MEK as the main Iranian opposition group advocating regime change
and the expulsion of Iranian diplomats from Albania on grounds of engaging in activities
considered in violation of their diplomatic status, securitization (2018-2019) takes hold:
Albania’s protests and corruption scandals are curated to imply fragility and foreign
manipulation; the 2018 expulsions of Iranian diplomats from Albania are framed as a
U.S—Israeli plot; a cyber subframe depicts Albania as a MEK-run “bot farm.” The final

arc (2020-2022) fuses cyber conflict with diplomatic rupture. The tone hardens (e.g., ‘the
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hypocrites residing in Albania’ — ‘monafeqin, Albani-neshinka’), and a 2021 silence
alignswith effortsto revive the JCPOA. In mid-2022, Pence’s visit, the July cyberattacks
and Tirana’s September break trigger rolling coverage that cycles through denial,
victimhood, counter-accusation and NATO involvement concerns — IRNA notes with
relief that Albania declines to invoke Article5 of NATO. Recurrent techniques—
delegitimizing labels; selective omission; “deliberate flows” in the translation, citation,
or paraphrasing of articles borrowed from other media outlets; dualism about Albania’s
capacity for independent action—reveal a discourse aimed primarily at domestic
legitimation.

The end of 2022 marks an abrupt decline in IRNA’s media interest in covering

eventsrelated to Albania
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VIII. CONCLUSIONS

This study aimed to address the central research question: — How do foreign policy
dynamics and media narratives interplay in the construction of Albania’s image in the
relationswith Middle Eastern statesfor their domestic audiences? — by closely reading
three influential media outlets. Al Arabiya (Pan-Arab, Saudi-owned), Y net (mainstream
Israeli), and IRNA (Iran’s state news agency). Across the corpus (Al Arabiya, 2013—
2024; Y net, 2005-2024; IRNA, 2012-2022), the findings converge on a clear pattern:
Albania’s media image is not a free-standing portrait but a function of each state’s
strategic identity, aliance structure, and moment-to-moment foreign-policy priorities. In
other words, media frames on Albania are indexed to foreign policy—through selection
of topics, sourcing hierarchies, and interpretive cues that align with government
preferences and/or elite consensus.

The quantitative trend in Figure 4 supports these qualitative conclusions. IRNA’s
yearly number of articles fluctuates during the period taken into analysis. For instance,
the number of articles jumps from 12 in 2012 to 30 in 2013, then declines to just three in
2014, before climbing again to a peak of 51 in 2017 (the apex of cultural and “religious
diplomacy”). After declining to 24 articles in 2018, the number surges to 95 in 2022—
the year marked by the cyberattacks on Albanian government systems and the severance
of diplomatic relations. In contrast, Al Arabiya’s coverage of Albania remains
consistently low between 2013 and 2017, rises in 2018 and 2019, drops during 2020—
2021, and then jumpsto 21 articlesin 2022, before levelling off again in 2023-2024. Y net
shows a consistently modest baseline (2-6 articles annually) with a clear spike to 12
articles in 2022. The concurrent peaks observed in 2022 across al three media outlets

empirically anchor H4 (coverage intensifies and polarizes during globa or regional
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crises), showing that when geopolitics becomes salient, reporting volume rises and the
framing centres on the critical juncture, conditioned by its dynamics.

Figure4: Number of Articleson Albaniain Al Arabiya, Ynet and IRNA-2012-2024
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Taken together, the three cases under examination provide a solid empirical basis
for testing the four hypotheses advanced in this dissertation:

HI1 “Closer or more cooperative bilateral relations lead to more favorable
portrayal of Albania in the local media”: is robustly supported. In Al Arabiya, Albania’s
alignment with U.S./NATO and economic partnerships with Saudi Arabia produced a
persistently sympathetic framing focused on cooperation opportunities, such as tourism,
public investments etc. Y net likewise portrayed Albania as areliable partner: a country
that rescued Jews during the Holocaust (the Besa narrative), aNATO member, an active
partner in counter-terrorism and cyber defence, and an attractive destination for outbound
Israeli tourism. Conversely, IRNA’s coverage illustrates the other side of the hypothesis.
For instance, during the period surrounding the signing of the JCPOA, in IRNA’s
portrayal Albaniawasavenuefor soft diplomacy; however, once the JCPOA increasingly

came under gquestion and its future grew uncertain, most notably after the exit of U.S.A
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in May 2018, followed by the emergence of the crisis in bilateral diplomatic relations
between Albania and Iran, the expulsion of Iranian diplomats, the cyberattacks against
Albania, and the severance of diplomatic relations in 2022—portrayals turned negative.
Across mediaoutlets, variation in tone tracks variation in the bilateral relationship, asthe
elite model would predict.

H2 “When Albania’s policies align with a given state’s adversaries (e.g., hosting
the MEK from Iran’s perspective), that state’s media shifts to unfavourable—often
sharply critical—coverage” is also supported. It is visible in IRNA’s MEK frame.
Albania’s positioning as the host country of the Iranian opposition group in exile MEK
(Mujahedin-e Khalq) — which Tehran has for decades labelled as “the terrorist group of
hypocrites”, redefined IRNA’s portrayal on Albania from peripheral partner to Western
proxy, with the country cast as a location for "harbouring terrorist" and “subversive cyber
activity" and, at times, as a "pawn victim" for a “U.S.-Isragli-Saudi plot against Iran”.
However, as mentioned earlier, the tone and intensity has varied depending on other
events, especially the JCPOA or the supportive stance of NATO for Albaniaas amember
state, after the cyber-attacks attributed to Iran-linked entities. On the other hand, because
Albania did not aign with the adversaries of Saudi Arabia or Israel during the period
studied (and beyond), the “negative intersection” branch of H2 is not triggered in the
coverage of those two media outlets, nonetheless, the IRNA case is sufficient to sustain
the hypothesis in line with realist expectations and the elite/indexing model of media
behaviour.

H3 “Media portrayals on Albania are more favorable if the given stateisaligned
with Albania’s major strategic partner(s) (e.g., U.S., NATO)” is confirmed and helps

explaining the distinctions in media coverage on Albania across the three media outlets
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examined in this study. Where a state’s strategic outlook converges with Albania’s
U.S/NATO dignments, coverage becomes sympathetic and aspirationa—Albania is
framed as trustworthy and reliable, compliant with international norms, and open for
partnership (asin the case of media portrayal of Albaniain Al Arabiyaand Y net). Where
a state’s strategic outlook opposes Western primacy (as in Iran’s/ the Islamic Republic’s
“resistance” discourse), the same alignments become cues for negative framing.
Constructivist dynamics amplify this effect: Y net integrates Holocaust memory and Besa
into a moral identity script that binds Albania to Israel’s community of recognition; IRNA
embeds Albania in an identity script of sovereignty under siege to Western “hegemony.”
A state’s alignment is therefore not merely material but also narratively constitutive.

H4 “Coverage intensifies and polarizes during global or regional crises,
amplifying official foreign policy narratives toward Albania” 1S strongly supported across
all three cases and is clearly visualized in Figure 4. Salience spikes and tonal polarity
increases at inflection points: Albania’s refusal to host Syria’s chemical-weapons
destruction (2013) served to construct a sovereignty and agency frame in Al Arabiya’s
coverage; Ynet’s media coverage of 2016 ISIS plot targeting the Isragli football team at
the Isragl—Albania qualifier solidified Ynet’s security partnership frame, emphasizing
cooperation and shared threat perception, portraying Albania as a reliable aly in
counterterrorism; the 2018-2020 expulsions of Iranian diplomats and the 2022
cyberattacks and severing of relations produced synchronized bursts across all three
outlets—Al Arabiya and Ynet emphasizing solidarity and official responses; IRNA
shifting to denial, counter-accusation, and legally framed protest. These crisis cycles

demonstrate how foreign-policy events “bound” media narratives by narrowing the range
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of acceptable interpretations and elevating official voices, consistent with agenda-setting
and indexing dynamicsin international news.

Beyond hypothesis testing, the comparative reading clarifies the mechanisms that
link foreign policy to media framing. First, the choice of sources mirrors the evolving
dynamics surrounding particular themes or events. Al Arabiya’s discontinuation of NCRI
news sourcing in MEK-related reporting since 2021—following the Biden
administration’s inauguration—and the complete absence of MEK coverage on Albania
after late 2022 reflect anew editorial orientation aligned with broader geopolitical shifts.
The MEK no longer represented a priority interest as an “Iranian opposition group in
exile”’; meanwhile, Saudi Arabia’s stance toward Iran began to “soften” in an effort to
avoid further regional escalation. Consequently, Albaniastarted to be portrayed more and
more as a Balkan—-European country with potential for expanding Saudi Investments.
Ynet’s use of Israeli officials and security service sources in reporting on disrupted
terrorist plots and cyber cooperation situates Albania within Israel’s national security
epistemic framework. By amplifying clerical sermons, statements from “families of
martyrs,” and letters from quasi-NGOs, IRNA reinforces hard-line positions with a
populist undertone, thereby bolstering official narratives while maintaining diplomatic
manoeuvrability. Second, framing repertoires are predictable and durable. Al Arabiya’s
coverage cycles through the themes of sovereignty, security, and economy; Y net blends
Europeanization, tourism and travel, art and literature, mora vaues-hospitality and
securitization; IRNA moves from “Soft power” (cultural, economic, religious diplomacy)
to a MEK-cantered securitization discourse and, in 2022, to aglobal cyber confrontation
framing. Third, identity markers matter. By invoking the Albanian code of honour, Besa,

associated with the rescue of Jews during World War 11, and by highlighting the Jerusalem
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Prize awarded to the renowned Albanian writer Ismail Kadare, Y net positions Albania
within a moral community grounded in shared ethical and historical values; IRNA’s
labelling of the MEK as “the group of terrorist hypocrites residing in Albania” (Garuhake
terroristie monafeqin, Albani neshin ha) externalizes domestic dissent and reframes
Albania’s hospitality as complicity in anti-Iranian activity; Al Arabiya’s coverage of
investment and tourism during 2019-2024 integrates Albania into the Gulf’s outward-
looking, connectivity-first regional vision..

These mechanisms also reveal the limits of “mirror” theories of the press. None
of the three outlets simply reflects Albania’s internal realities; each refracts them through
its strategic lenses. Domestic contestation in Albaniaappearsin Y net as episodic or exotic
(e.g., blood feuds; the National Theatre dispute), in Al Arabiya as background to a
forward-leaning economic narrative, and in IRNA as evidence of Western manipulation
or instability— each framing serving the outlet’s audience and state-linked priorities. The
interplay the research question targets—between foreign policy dynamics and media
narratives—is therefore reciprocal but asymmetric: policy sets the boundary conditions
and media frames Albania within these boundaries.

In conclusion, the dissertation’s comparative content analysis substantiates the
four hypotheses. Answering the research question directly: When bilateral partnerships
strengthen, Albania’s coverage becomes more favourable; when relations deteriorate, the
coverage becomes less favourable and even negative; and in times of crisis media
coverage intensifies. The media’s representation of Albania thus serves as a prism through
which one can interpret the domestic and foreign policy dynamics of Saudi Arabia, |srael
and Iran. That is precisedly why its image shifts when the foreign-policy lighting

changes—and why studying those shifts yields insight not only into Albania’s external
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branding, but into how Middle Eastern media ecosystems trandlate state priorities into

durable public common sense.
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Photo Exhibition of
Iran opensin Albania

26/01/2012

https://irna.ir/x7mFJK

Sanctions are the
silence of Iran's leap
towards the country's
devel opment

09/02/2012

https://irna.ir/x7mT5t
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Two Albanian soldiers
killed and wounded in
Afghanistan

21/02/2012

https://irna.ir/x7n3JS

alel o SU

4 el (g5
oo Aalal liuilad)
) aAd

Albania continues to
deploy troopsto
Afghanistan

22/02/2012

https://irna.ir/x7n4yZ
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Albania's new
president elected

24/06/2012

https://irna.ir/xhVxcy
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The Prime Minister of
Albaniareshuffled his
cabinet

24/06/2012

https://irna.ir/xhVGp4

Sl (K5
gl b .
caalal Sal sl

US destroyer docks at
the port of Durrés,
Albania

14/07/2012

https://irna.ir/xhVVZqg
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Albanian player joins
Sepahan football team

23/07/2012

https://irna.ir/xhW48b
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Iranian film ' Delete'
arrives at The Fieri
Albanian Festival

18/09/2012

https://irna.ir/xhWMn?2
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An Albanian ex-
political prisoner set
himself on fire

11/10/2012

https://irna.ir/xhX6sk
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Serbians rally against
Clinton'svisit to
Belgrade

31/10/2012

https://irna.ir/xhXkZx
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AshuraHussaini's
mourning ceremony
was held in Tirana

26/11/2012

https://irna.ir/xhXFgs

13.
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The supper of the
martyrs of Karablawas
held in Tirana

27/11/2012

https://irna.ir/xhXFjy
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Albania sells four
hydroel ectric power
plantes to foreign
investors

17/01/2013

https://irna.ir/xhY gQZ
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National Day of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran held in Albania

09/02/2013

https://irna.ir/xhYyzr
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The borders of the
Balkan region will not
be changed

23/02/2013

https://irna.ir/xhY JRc
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Floodsin Albania
drove hundreds of
families from their
homes

15/03/2013

https://irna.ir/xhYY g7
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A look at Albanias
parliamentary elections
based on the new
structure of the
country's parliament

21/06/2013

https://irna.ir/xj22gG
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Third group of
Hypocrites (MEKS)
transferred from Iraq to
Albania

22/06/2013

https://irna.ir/xj22NQ
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Albania’s
parliamentary elections
begin - will the
political deadlock end?

23/06/2013

https://irna.ir/xj235D
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A shooting of electora
rivasin Albanialeft
one dead and three
wounded

23/06/2013

https://irna.ir/xj23c7
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The ruling coalition
and the Opposition of
Alban each called
themselves the victory
of the elections

24/06/2013

https://irna.ir/xj23vd
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The opposition
Sociadlist Party's
leading in the Albania
elections

24/06/2013

https://irna.ir/xj23H3
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Albanias Socialist
Party calls on prime
minister to accept
defeat in elections

24/06/2013

https://irna.ir/xj23H;j
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Parliamentary elections
and Albania's European
destiny

25/06/2013

https://irna.ir/xj244W
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Albanian Prime
Minister Admits Defeat
in Parliamentary
Elections

27/06/2013

https://irna.ir/xj25d3

27.
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Dr. Jahangiri's
congratul atory message
to the Prime Minister
of Albania

04/09/2013

https://irna.ir/xjzK OH

28.

D3 )
GO L Gl
) Canlls gu
Lﬂjdths.».u“ :"’95\).3
28 Dl

The President of
Albania appointed the
leader of the Socialist
Party to form a
government

10/09/2013

https://irna.ir/xj2T5h
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Albania’s parliament
gave the vote of
confidence to the
country’s new prime
minister

15/09/2013

https://irna.ir/xj2WRy
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Theinteraction
between the people
makes the foundations
of Iran's and Albania's
friends stronger

02/10/2013

https://irna.ir/xj39vY
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Albaniapolice
discovered and
confiscated more than
1,000 stolen artworks

09/10/2013

https://irna.ir/xj3fVM
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Regional anti-
corruption conference
held in Albania

10/10/2013

https://irna.ir/xj3gpN
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A villagein Albania
produces 900 tonnes of
drugs ayear

18/10/2013

https://irna.ir/xj3mnx
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Medias play an
important rolein
developing friendly
relations between
nations and
governments

31/10/2013

https://irna.ir/xj3wDk
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Albanian citizens
protest against the
danger of Syrian

14/11/2013

https://irna.ir/xi3H7G
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chemical weapons
destruction

36.

Albania opposes the
destruction of Syria's
chemical weaponsin
the country

16/11/2013

https://irna.ir/xj3HN4

37.

Albanian police seized
more than 2 tones
drugs

18/11/2013

https://irna.ir/xj3Krm
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Albania condemns
terrorist attack on
Iranian embassy in
Beirut

21/11/2013

https://irna.ir/xj3Mv5
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Albanian News
Agency welcomes
media cooperation with
IRNA

26/11/2013

https://irna.ir/xj3RcT
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President's
congratul atory message
on Albania's National

Day

28/11/2013

https://irna.ir/xjzLJJ
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Iran's ambassador to
Albania: Iran is not
looking for a nuclear

weapon

02/12/2013

https://irna.ir/xj3W3f
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Albania: Iran's new
approach to resolving
the nuclear issueis
promising

06/12/2013

https://irna.ir/xj3Y p9
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Bomb discovered
under the vehicle of
senior Albania official

13/12/2013

https://irna.ir/xj44SN
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Printing a calendar
featuring the religious
occasions of the Ahl al-
Baytin Albania

05/01/2014

https://irna.ir/xj4kMc
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Al-Qaedarecruitsin
Europe through
Facebook and

Y ouTube for terrorist
activities

24/02/2014

https://irna.ir/xj4zFs
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President of the
Republicin the
meeting with the new
ambassador of Albania:
| hope we will see

24/02/2014

https://irna.ir/xjizMHC
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closer relations
between Iran and
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Explaining and
Studying Iranian
Poemsin Albania

03/01/2015

https://irna.ir/xj8iTqg
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Iran's ‘Hope’ football
team wins against
Albania

20/01/2015

https://irna.ir/xj8wOm
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Two bomb blasts shake
Albania's capital

10/02/2015

https://irna.ir/xj8M3Z
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A million Albanian
citizens have left their
country in 25 years

27/02/2015

https://irna.ir/xj8Wvr
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Celébrating Shahram
Nazeri in Albania

08/03/2015

https://irna.ir/xj92Zx
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World Champion of
the Y ear among three
banned Albanian
weightlifters

04/04/2015

https://irna.ir/xj9fzc
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Head of the Albanian
Muslim Community:
Imam Khomeini (RA)
was the factor behind
the trend towards ISlam

02/06/2015

https://irna.ir/xj9SgM
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Two Czech tourists
murdered in Albania

04/07/2015

https://irna.ir/xjbcd9
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Serbian national team
football bus hit with
stonesin Albania

07/10/2015

https://irna.ir/xjcd35
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Anti-government

demonstrationsin
Albaniaaimed at

political change

22/12/2015

https://irna.ir/xjd47Y
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John Kerry arrived in
Tiranato encourage
Albaniato carry out
judicial reforms

14/02/2016

https://irna.ir/xjdH9D
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The Albanian Radio
Television director:
IRNA isthe source of
news from the Persian
Gulf region

27/02/2016

https://irna.ir/xjdQV 2
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IRNA and Albanian
Radio Television
expand cooperation

27/02/2016

https://irna.ir/xjdR2q
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Albaniainvites Iran's
private sector to share
production and exports
to European market

03/03/2016

https://irna.ir/xjdThZ
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Albania's government
isauctioning its old
fighter jetsfor sale
starting at €8,000.

12/03/2016

https://irna.ir/xjdZ5F
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9 Albaniansjailed for
recruiting terrorist
groups

05/05/2016

https://irna.ir/xjfwY M
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NATO center to start in
Albania

14/05/2016

https://irna.ir/xjfCP
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A woman was involved
in the bombing of the
Office of the Islamic
Republic Party

16/05/2016

https://irna.ir/xjifDTQ
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We seek the extradition
of the perpetrators of
the Republican Party
office explosion

17/05/2016

https://irna.ir/xjfFhk
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Qatari team loses to
Albania

30/05/2016

https://irna.ir/xjfNgqg
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Mogherini callsfor
judicia reformin
Albania

07/06/2016

https://irna.ir/xjfS3N
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Albanias political
leadersfail to agree on
drafting judicial
reforms

08/06/2016

https://irna.ir/xjfSL7
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Euro 2016: Defeat of
Albania 1-0 against
Switzerland

12/06/2016

https://irna.ir/xjfVJt
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Greek foreign minister:
Some are trying to
disrupt us and Albania

13/06/2016

https://irna.ir/xjfW9w
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Albaniasfirst Euro
win

21/06/2016

https://irna.ir/xjfZXp

72.

19 AWl Gl
A8 e salea
2 S sl

Albanian police
arrested 19 illegal
immigrants

24/07/2016

https://irna.ir/xjgp5M
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Three peoplekilledina
fire at an American
hospital in Albania

28/07/2016

https://irna.ir/xjgaJK
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The latest details of the
expulsion of the
Hypocrites (MEK)
from Baghdad/
Germany and Albania
the destination of the
deportees

10/09/2016

https://irna.ir/xjgTVP
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The President of
Albania: | value
economic and cultura
exchanges with Iran

19/10/2016

https://irna.ir/xjhjKd
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The Zionist regime
warned its citizens to
travel to Albania

10/11/2016

https://irna.ir/xjhyJK
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Albania's parliament
speaker: Iran hasa
great historical and
civilizational status

14/11/2016

https://irna.ir/xihBK7
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Albanialays down
Kalashnikov weapon

22/11/2016

https://irna.ir/xihHvV
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Albania’s Prime
Minister: Disputes with
Greece must be
resolved with dialogue

24/11/2016

https://irna.ir/xjhJz6
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Managing director of
Iran’s Nejat Society:
The Hypocrites” Group
(MEK’s) current
activity isrecruiting
spies

13/12/2016

https://irna.ir/xjhVzb
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The Ceremony of The
Birth of the Prophet
(pbuh) and Imam
Xhafar al-Sadiq in
Tirana

18/12/2016

https://irna.ir/xjhY 5q
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The memorial
ceremony of the late
Ayatollah Hashemi
Rafsanjani was held in
Albania

13/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjggQ
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Iran's Chamber of
Commerce president:
Tax agreements
accelerate devel opment
of Tehran-Tirana
relations

15/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjhst
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Albania's Foreign
Minister: We are
determined to remove
al trade barriers with
Iran

15/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjhtw
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Minister of Foreign
Affairsof Albania
Conditions have been
provided for the
strengthening of
relations with the
Islamic Republic of
Iran

15/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjhD6
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Rouhani: The post-
JCPOA periodisan
appropriate opportunity
to deepen cooperation
between Iran and
Albania

16/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjhT4
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In an interview with
IRNA, Albania’s
foreign minister: Our
country’s banking
sector is seeking ties
with Iran

16/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjhZv
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Vice President meets
with Albanian Foreign
Minister:

In the post-JCPOA era,
we're ready to host
Albanian investors

16/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjji8y
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5 heads of state travel
from Balkan region to
Iran, political
achievement of JCPOA

18/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjkhY
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Albanian Islamic
activist: Iran's
government has always
been a supporter of
Muslims

25/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjgbF
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Memoria ceremony
for firefighter martyrs
at Iranian school in
Albania

27/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjrpL
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The President of the
Friendship Association
of Iran and Albania:
Therole of the JCPOA
in the devel opment of
Tehran-Tiranarelations
isvaluable

29/01/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjsih
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Iran's Ambassador to
Albania: America
cannot fail to fulfill its
obligations to the
JCPOA

07/02/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjwJc
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There are good
prospects for

devel oping cooperation
between Iran and
Albania

09/02/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjzZN8
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Celebration of Islamic
Revolution victory
anniversary in Albania

12/02/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjCFk
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Origina Iranian Music
in Albania

12/02/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjD95
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Albania's distinguished
poet in Tehran

14/02/2017

https://irna.ir/xjj F5t
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Direct exchange of
news between Iran and
Albaniawith IRNA
and ATA cooperation

21/02/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjJR9
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Iran and Albania
expand their news
cooperation

21/02/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjK36
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A ceremony to
commemorate the birth
of Hazrat Fatimawas
held in Albania

20/03/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjYZ9
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Albanian Bektashis
celebrated the birth of
Imam Ali (AS) at the
same time with the
second day of spring

23/03/2017

https://irna.ir/xjk24p
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Albaniaplans to send
troops to Iraq to fight
ISIS

30/03/2017

https://irna.ir/xjjP2f
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The Albanian
Bektashis performed a
Mevlud singing
ceremony on the eve of
The Birth of Hazrat Ali

04/04/2017

https://irna.ir/xjk6gw
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Drought leaves Albania
reliant on foreign
sources for 80 percent
of its electricity

09/04/2017

https://irna.ir/ximk9q
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Albanian opposition
calls on prime minister
to resign by holding
anti-government
demonstrations

24/04/2017

https://irna.ir/xjkhNP
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Mayors of Islamic
Countries Visit
Ferdowsi's Tomb

25/04/2017

https://irna.ir/xjkj29
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Albanias new
President €l ected

30/04/2017

https://irna.ir/xjkkVr
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Anti-government
demonstrationsin
Albania

14/05/2017

https://irna.ir/xjkvvK
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Iraniansliving in
Albaniaparticipate in
presidential elections

19/05/2017

https://irna.ir/xjkyXs
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World Quds Day
ceremony held in
Tirana Albania

24/06/2017

https://irna.ir/xjkTiD
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Albanians go to the
pollsto elect MPs

25/06/2017

https://irna.ir/xjkTHy
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Albania's 9th
parliamentary elections
after the establishment
of amulti-party system

begin

25/06/2017

https://irna.ir/xjkV4qg
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The possibility of the
Socialist Ruling Party
winning Albania’s
parliamentary elections

26/06/2017

https://irna.ir/xjkVbK
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Socialist ruling party
wins Albania
parliamentary elections

26/06/2017

https://irna.ir/xikVm5
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Greece protests against
Albania

27/07/2017

https://irna.ir/xjmc7t
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Albania's Bektashi
delegation leaves for
Iran

01/08/2017

https://irna.ir/ximfGY
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The Archbishop of
Albanian Orthodox
Church welcomes
religious and cultural
exchanges between
Albanian and Iranian
Christians

23/08/2017

https://irna.ir/ximsFN
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Albania has increased
security measures to
prevent possible
terrorist attacks

25/08/2017

https://irna.ir/xjmtgv
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https://www.irna.ir/news/82577710/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D9%87%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A2%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%BE%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%DA%86%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A8%D9%8A
https://www.irna.ir/news/82577710/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D9%87%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A2%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%BE%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%DA%86%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A8%D9%8A
https://www.irna.ir/news/82577710/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D9%87%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A2%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%BE%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%DA%86%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A8%D9%8A
https://www.irna.ir/news/82577710/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D9%87%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A2%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%BE%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%DA%86%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A8%D9%8A
https://www.irna.ir/news/82577710/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D9%87%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A2%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%BE%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%DA%86%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A8%D9%8A
https://irna.ir/xjkV4q
https://irna.ir/xjkVbK
https://irna.ir/xjkVm5
https://irna.ir/xjmc7t
https://irna.ir/xjmfGY
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Eid al-Adhaprayers
were held in Albania

01/09/2017

https://irna.ir/ximxRV
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Eid Al-Ghadir Khumm
celebration held in
Albania

10/09/2017

https://irna.ir/ximCck

121.
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A commemoration
ceremony for the Epic
of AshuraHussaini
was held in Albania

01/10/2017

https://irna.ir/xjmNyx

122.

e oS il
Sl (aia yia
Sl b el
A% L)

Iranian artists painting
exhibition opensin The
City of Fier, Albania

15/10/2017

https://irna.ir/’ximVmR
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Young Shirazi's
photografers attend
Albania's unfinished
lines exhibition

15/10/2017

https://irna.ir/ximVVB6
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Passing traditional
journalism and entering
the digital age,
obstacles and
challenges

29/10/2017

https://irna.ir/xjn48T

125.

‘)lgs.'i ML’J}%
Gl s )

-

Sl

Albanian journalist:
Iranisacultura
superpower

31/10/2017

https://irna.ir/xjn4ZL
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Iranian Artists Painting
Exhibition held in
Albania

02/11/2017

https://irna.ir/xjn6b2
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Albanians welcome the
publication of Iranian
Scientific and Cultural
Journal in Tirana

10/11/2017

https://irna.ir/xin9HmM
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Mourning the end of
the month ‘Sefer’ and
the victims of the
earthquake of west Iran
in Albania

17/11/2017

https://irna.ir/xindY b
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Welcoming The
Conference of
Iranology in Albania

01/12/2017

https://irna.ir/xjnnt7

130.
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Prime Minister of
Albania: Now that the
West Balkan isin good

06/12/2017

https://irna.ir/xingQS
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shape, the EU isfacing
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MPsin Albaniathrew
shoes at the prime
minister

19/12/2017

https://irna.ir/xjnxrN
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Sepahan's Albanian
player contract was
registered on the
football board

30/12/2017

https://irna.ir/xinF4D

133.
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The ceremony to
commemorate the
beginning of the
decade of the ISlamic
Revolution was held in
Albania

02/02/2018

https://irna.ir/xinWP6

134.

J/}'AA

08 bl sl
o8 (5 )9 m
JJ u\):\\ GA).»A\
Ul s

Significant presence of
Albanian personalities
in the commemoration
of the anniversary of
the victory of the
Islamic Revolution of
Iranin Tirana

10/02/2018

https://irna.ir/xjp2SK
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80% of Greece and
Albania'stop-soil gas
transmission line was
implemented

13/02/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpdhk
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" Mohammad Naim
Frasheri" Poetry Night
in Albania

14/02/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpdWV

137.
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A look at the political
situation in Balkan
region

04/03/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpdXK

138.
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Floods sweep some
parts of Albania

06/03/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpfFn

139.
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12 Albanian officids
arrested for
involvement in
financia corruption

17/03/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpmM 6
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Russia expels 59
Western diplomats

30/03/2018

https://irna.ir/xjprKt

141.
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Albania government
opposition calls for
PM's resignation

05/04/2018

https://irna.ir/xjptjS
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https://irna.ir/xjnWP6
https://www.irna.ir/news/82826989/%D8%AD%D8%B6%D9%88%D8%B1-%DA%86%D8%B4%D9%85%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%AE%D8%B5%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A2%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8
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Iran and Albania
explore ways to expand
economic ties

24/04/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpCSm
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Iranian chamber’s
president: Albaniais
Iran's gateway to the
Balkan area

25/04/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpDb3
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Iran-Albaniajoint
business meeting held
in Tirana

25/04/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpDkF
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Balkan arena of
Russian-Western
confrontation

28/04/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpFbY
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Albanian government
opponents demand
resignation of prime
minister

27/05/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpSrG
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Albania's Poetry
Reading and Nagqali
Persian Saray Held

08/06/2018

https://irna.ir/xjpX GP
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The United States and
Israel have formed a
working group to incite
unrest in Iran

04/07/2018

https://irna.ir/xjgb8p
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Media: Zarif calls for
Twitter to close fake
accounts

17/09/2018

https://irna.ir/xjgNTR
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Protests by angry
studentsin Albania

11/12/2018

https://irna.ir/xjrCDy

151.
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Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson: Albania
falsvictimto US
scenario and Zionist
regime

20/12/2018

https://irna.ir/xirHQz
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Qasemi: Albania
government's action is
unacceptable and
condemned

20/12/2018

https://irna.ir/xjirHSv
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Trump thanks
Albania's anti-lran
action

20/12/2018

https://irna.ir/xjrHX9
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Albaniahasno
embassy or no officein
Iran

22/12/2018

https://irna.ir/xjrlyQ
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Pompeo praises
Albanias move to
expel Iranian diplomats

22/12/2018

https://irna.ir/xjirIMC
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Al-Saud's enthusiasm
over expulsion of
[ranian diplomat in
Albania

22/12/2018

https://irna.ir/xjrIMV
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In an exclusive
interview with IRNA;
Iran's ambassador
narrates conspiracy in
Albaniato damage
Tehran-Europe
relations

02/01/2019

https://irna.ir/xjrQ3S
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Spanish media report
on the connection
between the MKO and
this country's extremist

party

19/01/2019

https://irna.ir/xjrZk?2
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The Hypocrites’

(MEK's) Twitter
operation for the
Warsaw summit

21/01/2019

https://irna.ir/xjs284
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Spiegel's shocking
account of the mental
torture of the members
of the MKO in Camp
Albania

16/02/2019

https://irna.ir/xjshY5
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Anti-government
demonstrationsin
Albania

22/03/2019

https://irna.ir/xjsDr4
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Albanians have cdled
for the Prime Minister
toresign

04/04/2019

https://irna.ir/xjsKZT

163.
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"Hypocrites' an
unpopular and extinct
group

04/04/2019

https://irna.ir/xjsL68
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Theft of 2.5 million
euros from Austrian
planein Albania

10/04/2019

https://irna.ir/xjsPwq
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The Pyramid of Tirana
will find life again

05/05/2019

https://irna.ir/xjt5xq
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Albania's President
cancels upcoming
eections

09/06/2019

https://irna.ir/xjtrPS
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Protestersin Albania
again call for PM's
ouster

09/07/2019

https://irna.ir/xjtNwf
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Iran's ambassador to
London: Hypocrites
seek to instill people's
distrust of officials

10/07/2019

https://irna.ir/xjtsC4
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Hashtag M aker
Executioners

11/07/2019

https://irna.ir/xjtPLR

170.

221k (S 4x

pYa

Who isthe loser of
cyberwarfare?

29/09/2019

https://irna.ir/xjvJdF
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Juncker warns France
against sabotaging
Albaniaand Northern
Macedonids
membership in EU

21/10/2019

https://irna.ir/xjvX Wk
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Media outlets explain
the filthy nature of the
MKO

07/11/2019

https://irna.ir/xjw87v
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General Jalali: Lack of
proper management of
social networks caused
internet outages

30/11/2019

https://irna.ir/xjwp7t
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Albania earthquake
kills50

30/11/2019

https://irna.ir/xjwpsx
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Earthquake destroys
“Hypocrites” (MKO)
headquartersin
Albania

02/12/2019

https://irna.ir/xjwg9J
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Albanias non-
diplomatic action
against lranian
diplomats

16/01/2020

https://irna.ir/xjwTNf
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Warsaw summit will
mark U.S. defeat

20/01/2020

https://irna.ir/xjs23z
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Iran's real estate sales
areput up for salein
three countries

25/01/2020

https://irna.ir/xjwZvH
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Brexit paves way for
Balkan countriesto
enter EU

06/02/2020

https://irna.ir/xjx82G
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Independence and
freedom are the
greatest achievements
of the IsSlamic
Revolution

10/02/2020

https://irna.ir/xjxbZY
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New York Times
reporter reveals
Hypocrite’s (MEK-9)
camp in Albania

19/02/2020

https://irna.ir/xjxhD2
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What'sgoing onin
Russia this week?

23/02/2020

https://irna.ir/xjxkB2
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Albania's $350 package
for workers affected by
coronavirus

16/04/2020

https://irna.ir/xjxSSB

184.

Ol gl Ceal
s R Ol B
oSS e,
Sailie & Ll )
A5 il A

The Association for the
Defense of Victims of
Terrorism demands the
release of workers
from the captivity of
the MKO

01/05/2020

https://irna.ir/xjy3XG
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Kosovo war criminal
accuses Hezbollah

26/06/2020

https://irna.ir/xjyBaf
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Iran: The Temporary
Friday Imam of
Varamin: The ranks of
the protesting people
are separate from the
elements of corruption

25/07/2020

https://irna.ir/xjyZFK
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The short film "The
Speaker" was accepted
at the Tirana Film
Festival in Albania

24/08/2020

https://irna.ir/xjziHZ
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The Hard Work of the
Foreign Policy
Apparatusin Iran

07/10/2020

https://irna.ir/xjByPy
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Rajavi The Walking
Dead

13/10/2020
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Unity Conference: The
Starting Point of a New
Strategy for Islamic
Unity

02/11/2020

https://irna.ir/xiBPmc
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Protestersin Albania
demand resignation of
interior minister

11/12/2020

https://irna.ir/xjCcF3
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Germans and Iranians
loathe Trump at the
same rate

21/12/2020

https://irna.ir/xj CiZj
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Hypocrites’ (MEK's)
cooperation with
Albanian mafia poses
threat to citizens of that
country

18/01/2021

https://irna.ir/xjCzt9
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Bosnian Iranology:
Balkan people love
[ranian culture and
language

19/01/2021

https://irna.ir/xiCCh8
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Mohammad Hashemi:
The cost of provincial
trips of representatives
should be spent on
providing shelter and
employment

04/02/2021

https://irna.ir/xiCMB5
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Azerbaijan continues
its activitiesin the field
of gas exploration in
the Caspian

13/02/2021

https://irna.ir/xiCVRY
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Secretary of
Expediency Council:
Comprehensive report
on violationsto be
drafted in the stock
exchange

14/02/2021

https://irna.ir/xiCW85
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Human Rights
Secretary Reactsto
Speech by Officials of
Three Western
Countries

28/02/2021

https://irna.ir/xiD5tD
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2nd trial of 42 former
members of Hypocrites
(MEK) terrorist group
held

08/03/2021

https://irna.ir/xjDbvc
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Facebook removes
hundreds of
Hypocrites’ (MEKSs)
accounts

07/04/2021

https://irna.ir/xjDrQ9
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Assallant injuresfive
worshippersin Albania

19/04/2021

https://irna.ir/xjDz|8
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Germany opposes
changing Balkan
borders

23/04/2021

https://irna.ir/xjDBLt
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Albania approves use
of Sputnik vaccine

01/05/2021

https://irna.ir/xiDGq7
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U.S.-Europe joint
exercise with
transparency claims

14/05/2021

https://irna.ir/xiDNjj
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Five non-permanent
members of the UN
Security Council
elected

12/07/2021

https://irna.ir/xjF5b7
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The speeches at the
annual meeting of the
hypocrites (MEK) are
orchestrated

13/07/2021

https://irna.ir/xjFgLg
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Albanian ISIS families
detained in Syriareturn
home

01/08/2021

https://irna.ir/xjFByX
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U.S. consultations with
Albaniato temporarily
resettle Afghan
refugees

20/08/2021

https://irna.ir/xjFLT8
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Iranian films compete
in Argentina, India,
Albaniaand the U.S.

04/09/2021

https://irna.ir/x{FTPR
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Albaniareacts harshly
to UK's anti-migration
plan

20/11/2021

https://irna.ir/xjGFZC

211.

() b))
REPELTPEAVR
i B jales

Isthe Persian language
an “migrant-receiving”
or “migrant-sending”
language?

06/12/2021

https://irna.ir/xj GNW1t
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Isfahani athlete's move
to protest the playing
of the wrong anthem
was honorable

19/12/2021

https://irna.ir/xjGXfQ
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Saudi Arabia hosts
world weightlifting
championships

20/12/2021

https://irna.ir/xjGXns
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Serbia, Albaniaand
Northern Macedonia
on track for economic
growth

21/12/2021

https://irna.ir/xiGY |2
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U.S. establishes special
operations base in
Albania

07/01/2022

https://irna.ir/xjH8zB
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U.S. concerned about
China-Albania
relations establish
military basein Tirana

08/01/2022

https://irna.ir/xjH8Hqg
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Johnson's new
immigration policy to
save him from
"Partygate”" scandal

17/01/2022

https://irna.ir/xjHfmn
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EU and the crises
ahead in 2022

23/01/2022

https://irna.ir/xjHhXc
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Bakans' differing
stance on the Ukraine
crisis

24/02/2022

https://irna.ir/xfHCN5
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A narrative from the
SPECIAL SESSION of
the UN General
Assembly on Ukraine

28/02/2022

https://irna.ir/x{HFF6
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Russia approves list of
unfriendly countries/
U.S. and Britain at the
top

07/05/2022

https://irna.ir/xjHK sx
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Russia’s energy: the
Sword of Damocles
hanging over Europe/
Can the Green
Continent free itself
from dependence on
Moscow

13/05/2022

https://irna.ir/xiHNhd
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Martyrs remembrances
play aprominent role
in preventing distortion
of holy defense

21/05/2022

https://irna.ir/xj tGy
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Albania becomes the
temporary head of
Security Council

01/06/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJBjd
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Albaniafootball
spectators boo Zionist
regime

13/06/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJHcT
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Russias foreign
minister says Javelin
and Stinger missiles
have entered the black
market

18/06/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJKfD
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Trump's deputy meets
with terrorist group
MKO in Albania

24/06/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJNzT
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Thelife and death of
society isin the hands
of thejudiciary/ The
most righteous human
beings should be the
custodians of the
judiciary

24/06/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJNLp
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Gharibabadi reacts to
Mike Pence's presence
at MKO group meeting

24/06/2022

https://irna.ir/xjINPj
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Minister of
intelligence: The
names of the martyrs of
the 7th of June will

25/06/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJPcV
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Jalud: Wait for good
things to happen in the
world weightlifting

27/06/2022
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Ukraine callsfor
emergency Security
Council meeting
against Russia

28/06/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJOpX
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Russia protests
Zelensky's "no prior
consultation”
attendance at Security
Council meeting

28/06/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJOTX
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NATO seeksto
establish base in
Albania

02/07/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJS33
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A narrative of anews
I-heavy shadow of
corruption over the
future of war-torn
Ukraine

10/07/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJWhV
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Sweden's move to
deprive Hamid Nouri
of basic rights

11/07/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJX20Q
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Foreign Ministry reacts
to life sentence for
Hamid Nouiri

14/07/2022

https://irna.ir/xjJY yG
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EU agreesto start
negotiations for
Membership of
Albaniaand Northern
Macedonia

19/07/2022

https://irna.ir/xj K28t

239.

Russia expands the list
of unfriendly countries

22/07/2022

https://irna.ir/xjK323
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Albaniatargeted by
massive cyberattacks
ahead of annual
summit of the terrorist
group of Hypocrites
(MEK)

22/07/2022

https://irna.ir/xjK429
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Massive hack of
Albania's online
services systems/
Hypocrites (MEK)
summit postponed

22/07/2022

https://irna.ir/xj K46x
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Sheltering the
Hypocrites (MEK)
group is against
international law

27/07/2022
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Operation Mersad
inflicted heavy
casualties on the
hypocrites (MEK)

28/07/2022

https://irna.ir/xjK 6wH
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The Beginning of a
New Psychological
Operation Against the
Brotherhood of
Iranians and Afghans:
What is the Western
Media Apparatus
Seeking?

10/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKdp8
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Cyberspace has been
brought up so that no
one daresto defame the
achievements of the
revolution/ The enemy
has no influencein the
IRG

20/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKiDZ
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3 Russian and
Ukrainian spies
arrested in Albania

21/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKjSr
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Tiranainvestigates 3
foreigners entering
Albaniamilitary
facilities

21/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKkcc
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More than 6,000
refugees returned home
from Germany

22/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKkhB
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U.S. strategic aircraft
fly over Balkans

23/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKmaY
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"Rise Up" in the
Student Section of
AlbaniaFilm Festival

26/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKnsh
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https://www.irna.ir/news/84835742/%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B3%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%84-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%AF
https://irna.ir/xjK6wH
https://www.irna.ir/news/84849827/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D9%87%D8%A7
https://www.irna.ir/news/84849827/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D9%87%D8%A7
https://www.irna.ir/news/84849827/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D9%87%D8%A7
https://www.irna.ir/news/84849827/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D9%87%D8%A7
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Gulestan's Friday
Prayer Imam:
Government is taking
big stepsto solve
peopl€e's problems

26/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKnwg
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“Touch me Not” to
appear at Tiranaand
Bolton festivals

29/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKpVp
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The undisclosed fate of
the killer of the
country's highest
executive officials

30/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKgOQK
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871 projects
inaugurated in
Hormozgan/
Hopefulnessin Iran
and isolation of
enemies

31/08/2022

https://irna.ir/xjK pGy
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France has assumed the
rotating presidency of
the United Nations
Security Council

02/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKrZB
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A joint session of the
UN Security Council
and the General
Assembly on Ukraine

02/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKrY Q
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‘The Case’ will be
presented at the
London Film Festival

03/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKstK
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The Prime Minister of
Albania announced the
severance of his
country’s relations with
Iran

07/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKvnQ
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Unfounded U.S.
accusations against
Iran over cyberattack
on Albania

07/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKvrb
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Ministry of Foreign
Affairs strongly
condemns Albania
government's anti-lran
action

07/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xj Kvvk
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The Truss
government's first
position on Iran was
dedicated to Albania’s
accusation

07/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKvw3

262.

Aia 1as slale )
RS )
(51 338 ol

S

New Anti-Russian
Western claims at
Security Council
meeting and Moscow's
denials

08/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKvxT
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Kanani: U.S. and U.K.
have no right to accuse
Iran

08/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKvx3
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White House supports
Albania and unfounded
accusations against
Iran

08/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xj KvxX

265.

A

R ENG ENGIg P
B8 Ul

‘5]\ ﬁ\ L;\AQLJ#A
sl e

Foreign Ministry reacts
to violations of Iranian
diplomats rightsin
Albania

08/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKvLW
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NATO's statement on
the alleged recent
cyberattack against
Albania

08/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKvM X
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White House official
talks with Albanian
PM about unfounded
accusations against
Iran

08/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKvNV
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U.N. spokesman reacts
to Albania’s
accusations against
Iran

08/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKvQy
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Iran's U.N. envoy
criticizesU.S. and
British silence over
cyberattacks against
Tehran

09/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKvR7
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The Islamic system
continues its eternal
life with firmness and
stability / The greatest
gathering of the
Islamic Ummah is

09/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xi KvWR
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manifested in the
Arbaeen pilgrimage
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Iran: Instead of
assigning unfounded
accusations, NATO
should not harbor the
Hypocrites (MEK)

09/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKw2m
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In continuation of

basel ess accusations
against Iran

U.S. sanctions Iran's
Minister of Intelligence
and the Intelligence
Ministry

09/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xj Kw3v
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Iran strongly protests
Albaniafor attacking
our embassy in Tirana

10/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xj KwsW
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In aletter to the UN
Secretary-General
regarding Albania’s
fabricated alegations,
Iran warned against
any provocative and
unjustified anti-lranian
actions carried out
under the pretext of
baseless claims

10/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKw5T
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Iran strongly
condemned the United
States for repeatedly
sanctioning its Ministry
of Intelligence

10/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKw63
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Albania accuses Iran
again;

The Albanian
government again
claims cyber-attack by
Iranian sources

10/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKwtn
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Marandi: Iran seeks
deal to defend itsrights

10/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xj Kwxk
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Second Deputy
Chairman of the
National Security
Commission of the
Parliament:

New sanctions against
Iran confirm U.S. lack
of understanding of the
logic of negotiations

11/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xj Kwjv
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U.S. supports Albania's
re-accusation against
Iran

12/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKwY w
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The European Troika's
statement was an
incorrect and ill-
considered position /
Americaisobliged to
issue avisafor the
President

12/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKx4B
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Letter from the
families of the martyrs
of the terror in the
country:

The Hypocrites’
(MKOQO's) acceptanceis
not hospitality but the
Albanian government's
deception

12/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKxhw
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Blinken talks with
Albanias PM and
supports anti-lranian
accusations

13/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKxLJ
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National Cyberspace
Center in response to
basel ess accusations of
cyber-attacks on
Albania:

Iran's cyberattack on
Albaniais unfounded

13/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKxLL
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U.S. claim regarding
Russia’s interference in
other countries’
gections

14/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKx0On
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In continuation of
Washington's dual
policies of sanctions
and diplomacy

U.S. sanctions 10
Iranian individuals and
two entities for aleged
cyberattacks

14/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKydF
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U.S. accuses three
Iranians of carrying out
malicious computer
activities

14/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xj Kyfw
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The International
Labor Organization
(ILO) investigates
forced marriage in the
Hypocrites (MEK)
group

18/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjK zct
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Terror martyrs’
families appeal to
Ayatollah Raisi:

The President to bring
the voices of terror
victims to the ears of
the international
community

20/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKBgp
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The President's Trip to
New Y ork/ Camerain
front of the cameral

20/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjK Bkt
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Law enforcement,
security and judicial
agencies deal with
rioters without
appeasement

24/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xiK CPK
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Tehran Governor: We
will separate the
accounts of the
deceived and
unsuspecting people
from therioters

29/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKFf5
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Important Statement by
the Ministry of
Intelligence on recent
incidents in the country

30/09/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKFzT

293.

Aia dalinlad

Gloss Hamg)
A g g Cuial

Anti-Russia resolution
vetoed at Security
Council

01/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKFCL
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Behind the scenes of
the recent turmoil
according to statistics

01/10/2022

https://irnair/xiKEMT
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Foreign-based media's
trick on domestic
celebrities We are
standing outside the
pit, but you fight for us

02/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xjK G42
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South Korean missile
explodes during joint
exercise with U.S.

05/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKHbt
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Albania does not
invoke PARAGRAPH
5 of NATO Charter
against Iran

06/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKHmM8
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Statement by a group
of cultural, art and
mediaactivistsin
Ardabil province on
the recent disturbances
Ardebil

07/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xfKHK ¢
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Spanish police break
up UK human
trafficking ring

08/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKJ7x
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Italy's Muslim
population on therise

09/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKJcW
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What do they want
from Iranian
embassies?

12/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKJSK

302.

> - X ‘}L.G‘
Ole Sbus (o0 50
sl sl dle
e aglinlad
A_u.u})

-

UN Genera Assembly
begins session to pass
resolution against
Russia

12/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKKMh
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The Resistance Front
and a group of cultural
and artistic activistsin
Kermanshah

13/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKKWg
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https://irna.ir/xjKFMT
https://www.irna.ir/news/84901859/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC-%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86-%DA%AF%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%85
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https://irna.ir/xjKG42
https://irna.ir/xjKHbt
https://irna.ir/xjKHm8
https://irna.ir/xjKHKc
https://irna.ir/xjKJ7x
https://irna.ir/xjKJcW
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condemned the recent
riots

304.

el o) 53 (pag
29 Ol Al

Ah R sl

The 9th Iranian
Geometry Olympiad
was held in Isfahan

14/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKLbZ
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People's vigilance
prevented the
implementation of the
hypocrites planin
Amol

14/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKLfy
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Support of several
ASEAN countries for
the UN’s anti-Russian
resolution

16/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKMc6
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Ganji: Thereisa
serious gap between
the security
establishment and the
media/ Ghouchani:
When you eliminate
journalists and
intellectual's, you end
up with hollow,
inflated people

16/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xjKLXc
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Iran condemns any acts
of violence against its
diplomatic and
consular missionsin
Europe

19/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xiKMY5
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Ilam Friday Imam: The
Strong Roots of the
Islamic Revolution
Will Not Be Harmed
by the Blind
Disturbances of the
Enemies

21/10/2022

https://irna.ir/xjK Pd8
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we're ready to host Albanian investors). (16/01/2017). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/x|jj8y

Gonl ala gy (s 3 gy ¢l 43 GG adlaie 3 gy Lty 5 de (5 heads of state travel from
Balkan region to Iran, political achievement of JCPOA). (18/01/2017). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjjkhY

Canal 03 93 Olilebise (cala adisan () ) e a1 ST oDl Jlaé by (Allbanian Islamic activist:
Iran's government has always been a supporter of Muslims). (25/01/2017). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjjgbF

Cad kel 3l Ul 5 ol gl ol 5 om0 ala o G583 1 (ST 5 0l gl (s 50 (el Gty (The
President of the Friendship Association of Iran and Albania: The role of the JCPOA in
the development of Tehran-Tiranarelationsisvaluable).  (29/01/2017). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xjjgh

25 Jae ala o JU8 52 064 Cilagad 4y 2l g a8 1S el 1 AW 0 ol ) s (Iran's Ambassador to
Albania: America cannot fail to fulfill its obligations to the JCPOA).
(07/02/2017). IRNA. https:.//irna.ir/xjjwJc

30 355 AL 5 Gl Ol lags S anu 54t ) )3 255 slasdl (There are good prospects for
devel oping cooperation between Iran and Albania). (09/02/2017). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjjzN8

Sl 3 ) B (535 m 55l Bia 51 X (Celebration of Islamic Revolution victory
anniversary in Albania). (12/02/2017). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjjCFEk

Sl 3 (S Jeal S s sV a) (Original Iranian Music in Albania). (12/02/2017). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjjD95

Ol 3 Sl ) piS a5 eld 31K 3 (Albania's distinguished poet in Tehran).
(14/02/2017). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjjF5t

Ul 5 Ul kS b (SWIT 5 o)l LAl asiis Jals (Direct exchange of news between Iran and
Albaniawith IRNA and ATA cooperation). (21/02/2017). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjjJR9

28 e GBS | 254 (5 slagg e ST 5 ol (Iran and Albania expand their news
cooperation). (21/02/2017). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/x||K36

28 )R (A (0n) 4abald a5 el S sl e (A ceremony to commemorate the
birth of Hazrat Fatimawas held in Albania). (20/03/2017). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjjY Z9
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28 R Gl 1) (8) e s Y5l 550 Opesd b e e S sl 2US (Albanian
Bektashis celebrated the birth of Imam Ali (AS) at the same time with the second day of
spring). (23/03/2017). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/x|k24p

23,8 1 a) (sa (525050 and e (8) e pma 3e adlind o ST GLALS; (Albanian Bektashis
performed aMevlud singing ceremony on the eve of The Birth of Hazrat Ali).
(04/04/2017). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjk6gw

53 o8l Sl (Sl (sla 858 ()13 el 233k (Mayors of Islamic Countries Visit
Ferdowsi's Tomb). (25/04/2017). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjkj29

3,8l Gl 5 AL Glase G S i 5 wde VAL I (SUIT S ) sl (i) o (The
Archbishop of Albanian Orthodox Church welcomes religious and cultural exchanges
between Albanian and Iranian Christians). (23/08/2017). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjmsFN

28 ) R S 1 ol 8 e S (Eid al-Adha prayers were held in Albania). (01/09/2017).
IRNA. https.//irnair/xjmxRV

28 ) Ry S 3 ad yie dmu s Gda sl e (Eid Al-Ghadir Khumm celebration held in
Albania). (10/09/2017). IRNA. https://irna.ir/ximCck

28 Ul L ey Sl Olaie yia 518 8 il (Iranian artists' painting exhibition
opensin The City of Fier, Albania). (15/10/2017). IRNA. https://irna.ir/ximVmR
31 S S 53 A alails o ghad sl8iilad 53 (531 sd ) s> gulSe (Y oung Shirazi's photografers

attend Albanias unfinished lines exhibition). (15/10/2017). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/ximV B6

L illa 5 ) o ¢0lany yoac 4s 3555 5 S g 84l )5, ) e (Passing traditional
journalism and entering the digital age, obstacles and challenges). (29/10/2017). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xjn48T

Gl (Kaa i il ol s Sldl & asbi s, (Albanian journalist: Iran isacultural
superpower). (31/10/2017). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjn4ZL

Sl o Sl laie i il Biilas b (Iranian Artists Painting Exhibition held in
Albania). (02/11/2017). IRNA. https:/irna.ir/xjn6b2

U 2 Ol ule 5 (Kan g alae SLal ) la Ll JLsind (Albanians wel come the
publication of Iranian Scientific and Cultural Journal in Tirana). (10/11/2017). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjin9HmM

Sl n lis gl Galea ) Jusind (Welcoming The Conference of Iranology in Albania).
(01/12/2017). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjnnt7

Sl 53 1 188 as deae! jad i el ye ) X s ("Mohammad Naim Frasheri” Poetry
Night in Albania). (14/02/2018). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjp4WV

(e 3l 3 GRS G s 4y ST Bl 12 &5 (12 Albanian officials arrested for
involvement in financial corruption). (17/03/2018). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjpmM6

Ay )y ol glainl Hlinl s& SWIT el Jldlas (Albania government opposition calls for
PM's resignation). (05/04/2018). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjpt]S
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33 S oy | sabaBl Lasl 5 5 (3 5E sl ol ST 5 o)l (Iran and Albania explore way's to
expand economic ties). (24/04/2018). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjpCSm

Cad I 0 5 4x ()l 355 3) 58 ST i)l BB e (Tranian chamber’s president:
Albaniais Iran's gateway to the Balkan area). (25/04/2018). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjpDb3

2 ) R Ui 50 S5 ol sl s lad & jide cawdi (Iran-Albaniajoint business meeting held
in Tirana). (25/04/2018). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjpDkF

Ak )y Gl gliaiul jliulsa  SUIT gy cpillaa (Albanian government opponents demand
resignation of prime minister). (27/05/2018). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjpSrG

25 8 1 S (sl ()b S 5 58 e and e (Albanials Poetry Reading and Naggali
Persian Saray Held). (08/06/2018). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjpXGP

A i 0 e lebua Gl e Ll i o,k b 4l (Media: Zarif calls for Twitter to
close fake accounts). (17/09/2018). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjgNTR

Sl o i gl e & ) yiel (Protests by angry studentsin Albania).
(11/12/2018). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjrCDy

A S giga a5 5 Sl 5l sl AU 8 AW (Foreign Ministry Spokesperson: Albania
fallsvictim to US scenario and Zionist regime). (20/12/2018). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjrHQz

Gl o S g Jolf B e LIl g2 2)08) : auld (Qasemi: Albania government's action is
unacceptable and condemned). (20/12/2018). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjrHSv

38 8 A A ) aca o)) 51l 5 (Trump thanks Albania's anti-1ran action).
(20/12/2018). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjrHX9

i)y Al Sldia 2 AN ja ST Al sey (Pomipeo praises Albania's move to expel
Iranian diplomats). (22/12/2018). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjrJM C

Sl 3 Sl b 1Al ) s I (R0 3 G553 (Al-Saud's enthusiasm over expulsion of
Iranian diplomat in Albania). (22/12/2018). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjrJMV

L) 5 Ol dal s 4g dhal (sl (Sl 5o aiha g ) )l s Sl gy 5Ll b (aliaial (5 8 5 i€
(In an exclusive interview with IRNA; Iran's ambassador narrates conspiracy in Albania
to damage Tehran-Europe relations). (02/01/2019). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjrQ3S

S5 a5y tlie 5 i 8 Shlee (The Hypocrites® (MEK's) Twitter operation for the
Warsaw summit). (21/01/2019). IRNA. https://irna.ir/x]s284

Gl S )3 (il slime ] oa s 4niSa ) Kl saias (S5 Cul 55 (Spiegel's shocking account
of the mental torture of the members of the Hypocrites” (MEKs) in Camp Albania).
(16/02/2019). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjshY5

Sl S sa il s (Anti-government demonstrations in Albania). (22/03/2019).
IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjsDr4

Mk )y Cuwdd gleaiul liul sa e U (Albanians called for the Prime Minister to resign).
(04/04/2019). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjsKZT
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a8 gl ) A alblaml U ) sees sty (Albania's President cancel's upcoming elections).
(09/06/2019). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjtrPS

NaE s Gl LS Jlnl & Bos b ST s gl sise (Protestersin Albania again call
for PM's ouster). (09/07/2019). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjtNwf

A (Y g e 4 a3 ye lie) o slal) Jliay lalie ool ja o)) i (Iran's ambassador to
London: Hypocrites seek to instill people's distrust of officials). (10/07/2019). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjtsC4

Sl Kidia slasMs (Hashtag Maker Executioners). (11/07/2019). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xjtPLR

) (5o Kia 023 s S 4a (Who isthe loser of cyberwarfare?). (29/09/2019). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjvJdF

3K qu A3 AUl e ) el jie 4l 35 (Earthquake destroys “Hypocrites” (MEK)
headquartersin Albania). (02/12/2019). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjwg9J

O slacilalin JWd AL Sailalia e 1381 (Albania's non-diplomatic action against
Iranian diplomats). (16/01/2020). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjwTNf
ol oDl QBIEI 3 ) iy (0 538 ) 30 63131 5 JBEul (Independence and freedom are the

greatest achievements of the Islamic Revolution). (10/02/2020). |RNA.
https://irna.ir/xjxbZY

Sl 3 ailia ol 53 ) ) edieS ) e K8 s RLE (New Y ork Times reporter reveals
Hypocrite’s (MEKSs) camp in Albania). (19/02/2020). IRNA. https:/irnair/xjxhD2

2 4y LI Ui s ) sl 2 " shli" oli S uLé (The short film " The Speaker" was accepted
at the Tirana Film Festival in Albania). (24/08/2020). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjziHZ

Ol 8 e s s oBine S i (The Hard Work of the Foreign Policy Apparatusin
Iran). (07/10/2020). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/x|ByPy

S _ale0d e 552 (Rgjavi The Walking Dead). (13/10/2020). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjBCc4

el Caa g aaa 3yl ledadass scuaa 5 il 3K (Unity Conference: The Starting Point of a
New Strategy for Islamic Unity). (02/11/2020). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xiBPmc

Cusl 938 Gl Gl g e 61 s ST (sldle b ilic (s Sa (Hypocrites” (MEK's)
cooperation with Albanian mafia poses threat to citizens of that country). (18/01/2021).
IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjCzt9

2 S ada ) pilia (5 S lua ladia (S g i (Facebook removes hundreds of Hypocrites’
(MEKSs) accounts). (07/04/2021). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjDrQ9

38 e LS she iy (S e sl 58 (Assailant injures five worshippers in Albania).
(19/04/2021). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjDz|8

Cudlad sleal Lyl 5 8 el S jisa (il 35 (U.S.-Europe joint exercise with transparency
claims). 14/05/2021. IRNA. https://irna.ir/x|DNJj
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Ak A aate Jle gle b Cuial (g1 b 21l e pae =4 (Five non-permanent members of the
UN Security Council elected). 12/07/2021. IRNA. https://irna.ir/x]F5b7

238 3l L S Ag 4y e 3 023 il b L AU e ls lasa) sla (Albanian 1SIS families
detained in Syriareturn home). 01/08/2021. IRNA. https.//irna.ir/x|FByX

Olad) (s saaliy 8 sa ) (g1 e (SWITL G Wl sla Sl (ULS. consultations with Albaniato
temporarily resettle Afghan refugees). 20/08/2021. IRNA. https://irna.ir/x|FL T8

$u y yalea by ol alew ¢ )l L) (T the Persian language an “migrant-receiving” or
“migrant-sending” language?). (06/12/2021). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xj GNWt

i€ e Al el o8 Ul i 5 (Sl dal 55 51 () &3 8ol (U.S. concerned about China-
Albaniarelations establish military base in Tirana). (08/01/2022). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xiH8HQ

s et g lia iy a3 ) R la o (Ko G lags sl ) sl (Martyrs' remembrances play a
prominent role in preventing distortion of holy defense). (21/05/2022). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xj XGy

Al o Cpilia s 55 S5 8 L el i G slaa s (Trump's deputy meets with terrorist
group MEK in Albania). (24/06/2022). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjJNzT

2 gl Lad el (g Lyl QUSCJL.A Aly/Cl b oK Cusd N dada Gles 3 als (Thelife

and death of society isin the hands of the judiciary/ The most righteous human beings
should be the custodians of the judiciary). (24/06/2022). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjJNLp

Ostilia S 5 K s 53 iy Sla ) as 43 sl ¢ (5S)5 (Gharibabadi reacts to Mike
Pence's presence at Hypocrites’ (MEKs) group meeting). (24/06/2022). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xj NP

vilagoe JBaile gy )l 0 adisen i aida (glagd ol rle Ul 5 (Minister of intelligence: The
names of the martyrs of the 7th of June will always remain in history). (25/06/2022).
IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjJPcV

Gl (ST 2 ol Gaads saa 2 51 (NATO seeks to establish base in Albania).
(02/07/2022). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjJS33

bl B8 ) 65 e 53 S a5 ma 3 X e a8l (Sweden's move to deprive Hamid Nouri
of basic rights). (11/07/2022). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjJX2Q

i 4xi gaia 5 ST oy gme (5] e ) SIe HleT b b ) anslal il 0 (EU agreesto start
negotiations for Membership of Albaniaand Northern Macedonia). 19/07/2022. IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xj K28t

33 G 1 Caasd e (sla) 588 Ca yed 4 s (Russia expands the list of unfriendly
countries). (22/07/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/x]K3Z3

i K18 5 s 00 5in€ Cllea o (AT cpilie i )5 55 S S AL (sl 4l s (Albania
targeted by massive cyberattacks ahead of annual summit of the terrorist group of
Hypocrites (MEK). (22/07/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjK429
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SUiB) (5 g 4y Cpilia (uha) /ST Ul cilead saailalas o2 518 S (Massive hack of Albanias
online services systems/ Hypocrites (MEK) summit postponed). (22/07/2022). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xjK46x

Cal JLal o (3 58 MR (pailie S5 S 4 ala oLy (Sheltering the Hypocrites is against
international law). (27/07/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/x]K672

38 Jaea lEile 4y & il Slea je cililee (Operation Mersad inflicted heavy casualties
on the hypocrites (MEK). (28/07/2022). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjK6wH

sl 2 (53580 (e /2y Koy o) (sl gl ) 3580 il e (€4S ik 03y 51 S sy ) (5 Sl (sl
2,111 (Cyberspace has been brought up so that no one dares to defame the achievements
of the revolution/ The enemy has no influence in the IRGC). (20/08/2022). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xjKjDZ

" AU ald o ) sidia gl GiAy )3 "ol YL ("Rise Up" in the Student Section of Albania
Film Festival). (26/08/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjKnsb

3350 8550 W A8 a0 je CSE 18y ()l g2 LR jed 4san oLl (Gulestan's Friday Prayer
Imam: Government is taking big steps to solve people's problems). (26/08/2022). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xjKnwg

Ol 5 Ul sle ) gida )3 (8 s (e 4y s (“Touch me Not™ to appear at Tirana
and Bolton festivals). (29/08/2022). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/x]KpVp

Alsad Ullai 4 il ol J) iivd )3 "eiy " (‘The Case’ will be presented at the London Film
Festival). (03/09/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjKstK

A d Ol b i8S Jagl 55 e ) (S 5 i (The Prime Minister of Albania
announced the severance of his country’s relations with Iran). (07/09/2022). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjKvnQ

Sl 4 (5 alis ales 3 )50 0 Ol 43 G el il 5 44 S5l (Unfounded U.S. accusations
against Iran over cyberattack on Albania). (07/09/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjKvrb

2 S oS b | (AUl ga il plaa old) as A 5el ) 55 (Ministry of Foreign Affairs
strongly condemns Albania government's anti-lran action). (07/09/2022). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xjKvvk

iy paliaia) L 3 5aledl 4o ()l o)l (el 8 il 53 paim 5e il (The Truss government's
first position on Iran was dedicated to Albania’s accusation). (07/09/2022). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjKvw3

S (ST 5 Crial (5] ) g Qs H3 e g 2k 2 slaled) (New Anti-Russian Western
claims at Security Council meeting and Moscow's denials). (08/09/2022). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xjKvxT

2503 )l 4y S akedl ) s sala s Gl 518G el 1 AlaiS (Kanani: U.S. and U.K. have no
right to accuse Iran). (08/09/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjKvx3
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Ol ade (b 2 sla ) aled) 5 (ST ) sda #1S Culea (White House supports Albania and
unfounded accusations against Iran). (08/09/2022). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjKvxX

Sl 3 Sl slacilalys (3 5is (i 4 4a Jlac ) 55 JiS)5 (Foreign Ministry reacts to
violations of Iranian diplomats rightsin Albania). (08/09/2022). IRNA.
https.//irna.ir/xjKvLW

Sl e il el g ule alea 350 52 51 (5 5lubzad (NATO's statement on the alleged
recent cyberattack against Albania). (08/09/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjKvM X

O e Gl (o (5 Al o lpn (AT s cands b sda #1S Ll 5 K5 (White House official
talks with Albanian PM about unfounded accusations against Iran). IRNA. (08/09/2022).
https.//irna.ir/xjKvNV

Ol ade (AU (5 aled ol e el (s S GES) 5 (ULN. spokesman reacts to Albania’s
accusations against Iran). (08/09/2022). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjKvQy

O e Adde (5o Ollan )y 50 Gl 5 10 el sSes 31 Jle gla s o o)l (Sl A& (Iran's
U.N. envoy criticizes U.S. and British silence over cyberattacks against Tehran).
(09/09/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjKvR7

.33 ol (pdlie 4y ¢l o slaaledl bl sla 4a 516 ;o) ) (Iran: Instead of assigning
unfounded accusations, NATO should not harbor the (MEK) Hypocrites). (09/09/2022).
IRNA. https://irnair/xjKw2m

38w al |y ol gl e Sal &yl 35 5 s S el Ol adde Gl 54 (o sla B aledl a5l 3 (1IN
continuation of baseless accusations against Iran U.S. sanctions Iran's minister of
Intelligence and the Intelligence Ministry). (09/09/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjKw3v

Ul 3 lay 988 &l gle (g pa Jalay JUlT 40 o)l il Gl ie ) (Iran strongly protests
Albaniafor attacking our embassy in Tirana). (10/09/2022). IRNA.
https://irna.ir/xj Kw5W

Al 45 8 a4y s O ) ladia LT Sl slaled) (a gead 50 Jle gle jle IS a4y ) el
ol (o laled) (ad gy Cnd )l 4a ge e 5 SualSo a3 (In aletter to the UN Secretary-
General regarding Albania’s fabricated allegations, Iran warned against any provocative
and unjustified anti-lranian actions carried out under the pretext of baseless claims).
(10/09/2022). IRNA. https://irnair/xjKw5T

3 S aSae a4y 1) le Blal &l jg ol dia aapad 3 G sl ol ()l (Iran strongly
condemned the United States for repeatedly sanctioning its Ministry of Intelligence).
(10/09/2022). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/xjKw63

25 Al e g gm ) o alea e da laaae Sl o ¢l an SWTe JLsa (S Al (Albania
accuses Iran again; The Albanian government again claims cyber-attack by Iranian
sources). (10/09/2022). IRNA. https://irna.ir/xjKwtn

Gl 38 B8 S gy () (88 88 JLia 43 ol nl s e (Marandi: Iran seeks dedl to defend its
rights). (10/09/2022). IRNA. https.//irna.ir/x]Kwxk
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